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BOOK V 


DOUBLE-JSARRIAgE'PROJECT, AND WHAT; 
EJgEMENT IT FELL INl't) * 

.f. ma-fee * 


, , CHAPTER I 

double-mareiage is decided on 

We saw George i. at Berlin in October 1'723, looking out 
upon his little GranSson drilling tife Cadets tlfere ; but we 
did^ not mention what important errand hacWbronght his 
Majesty thither. 

Visits between Hanover and Berlin had^een frequent for 
a ^ long time back ; the young Queen of Prussia, sometimes 
with her husband, sometimes without, runni^^g oft^n over to 
see herTather; who, even after his accession to 41]^ Eindish 
crown, was generally for some months every year to 1be\iet 
with in those* favourite regions of his. He himself did not 
much visit, being of taciturn splenetic nature :,but this once 
he had agi-eed to return a visit they had lately made him — 
where a certain weighty Bhsiness had been agreed upon* 
withal; which his Britannic Majesty was to consummate 
rormally, by treaty^^when the meeting in Berlin took effect 
His Britannic Majesty, accordingly, is come; the' business in 
h^d is no other than tnat thiice-famous ‘ Double-Marriaee’ 
of Prussia with England; which.once W such a 'sSund in ' 
the ^ of •Rumour, and still bulks so big in the archi\*ps of 
the Eigptpenth Century; which ‘worked such woe to ail 

. VOL. II, 
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parties concerned in it ; anj| is^ in ^act^ a first^^te nuisance 
in tbe History that poor Gentury, as written hitherto. 
Nmsance derflanding urgently to be abated ; — were that well 
possible lit present. Wliich, alasj it is not, to Iny great 
deyee ; there being* an important yOnngTriedrieh inextricably 
wrapt up in*it, to w’liom it 'wSs of such vital or almost ^atal# 
importance 1 Without a Friedrich, the affiiir could be 
' redui^ed to something like its retl size, and recorded in a few 
pages f or might^ven, with advantage, be forgotten altogether, 
and become zero. gigantic instance of much ado about 

nothing has seldom occurred? in human annals; — ^liad not 
there been a Friedrich in%he heart of it. 

Crown-Prince Friedrich is still very young for manja^e- 
speculation» on his score : l!bt Mamma has thought good to 
take matters in time. And so we shall, in the iiist eiisiiing 
parts of this poor History, have to hear almost as much about 
Marriage in thfe foolishest Three-volume Novel, and almost 
to still less l^urpose, Fd!' indeed, in thaf particular, Friedriclfs 
young Life imy be called a Ilo)na?ice Jfung^ heck-oirr-head ; — - 
Marriage being the one event there, round which all events 
turn,— but turn i§ the inverse or reverse way (as if the Devil 
were iif them) ; not only towards no happy goal for him or 
Mamma, St us, but at last towards hardly any goal at all for 
anybody ♦So mad did the affair grow ; — and is sc? madly 
recorded in those inextricable, dateless, chaotic Books. We 
have now come to regions of Narrative, which sc*em to consist 
of murky Nothingness put on boil ; not land, or wrater, or 
^ air, or fire, but a tumultuously whirling commixture ?f 
all the four ; — of immense extent too. Wiich must fie got 
crossed, In some human manner. Courage, patience, good 
reader i « 

« Qmen Sophie Domihee has taken Time hj tlie Forelock 

Already, for a dozen years, this matter has beem treated of. 
p, Queen Sophie Dorothee, em since the birth of Wilhel- 



CH. I.] DOUBLE-MimEIAGE JS D^ClbED ON . * 8 

X733-17363 n • * ♦ ^ 

mina, has the noti^ of it^ and, on her first visit after- 
wMs to Hanover^ proposec^it to *' Pidnces% Caroline/-— ^^Qiieen 
Caroline of England who was to^be, and who^in due course* 
was ; — m excellent accomplished Brandenburg- An4>^^-cl> Lady, 
familiar from of old in *the Prussian Conrt : ' You, Caroline, 

♦ Co%sin dear, have a little Prtnce, Fritz, or lei us call him 
Fredy since he is*to be English; little Fred, wHo will* oii?e 
day, if all go right, be JIii% of England. He is two ^ years • 
older than my little Wiihelmina : why should not tliey wed, 
and the two chief Protestant Houses^ afid. Nations, thereby 
be united?*’ Princes^ Carolftie was very willing; so w^as 
Electress Sophie, the Great-GrandF?other of both flie parties ; 
so jyere the Georges, Father and Grandfather of Fred ; little 
Fred himself was highly charmed, when told of il; even little 
Wiltielmkia, with her dolls, looked pleasantly demure on the * 
occasion. So it remained settled in fact, ikhough not in form ; 
and little Fred (a florid milk-faced foolish kind of Boy, I 
guess) made presents to his little Russian CorSin, wrote bits 
of love-letters to her ; and all along aftexnvar^ fancied him- 
self, and at length ardently enough became, her little lover 
and intended, — always rather a little #.fel]ow : — to wliiih 
sentiments Wiihelmina signifies that she responded #vitk the 
due maidenly indifFerence, but not in an oii*^isive fliaimer. 

Affer our Pmssian Fritzs bii'th, the matter#tpok ^ still 
closer form ; ^ You dear Princess Caroline, you have now two 
little Princesses again, either of %vhom might suit my little 
Fritzchen ; let us take Amelia, the second them, wlio i$ 
nearest his age?’ ^Agreed!’ answered Princess Caroline^ 
again. ‘Agreed!’ answered all the parties interested: a*nd 
so it was settled, that the Marriage of Prussia t5 England 
should be a Double one, Fred of Hanover and England to 
Wiihelmina, Fritz of Prussia to Amelia; and*diildi.lSn and 
parents lived thenceforth in the constant unden 5 tanding that 
such, in due course of years, tb be the case, though'^ 
nothing yet was formally concluded by treaty upon it^^ 

9 

^ Pollnitz, il 193. , -»• 



4.' ” MARRIAGyE PROJECT STARTED [bO(!>k v. 

, " - - [S733,1736 

Q^mn Sophie Dorothee^ of PrgSf>ia wm ^uJways eager 
^ ettougfi for treaf}^;, and conclusio?a to her scheme. True’ to 
it, siie, iLS^ needle to the pole in all breathers ; sometimes in 
tlie wKdesl we^xtlier, poor huly. Nor did the Hanoxtir Serene 
Iliglniesses, at any -time, draw baA: of" falter : but having 
very soon got wafted across to" England, into., new more oom- ' 
pkx" conditions, and wider anxieties in that new^ eoimtry, 
they^xvere not so impressively &iger as Queen Sophie, on, 
this irrteresting point. Electress Sophie,^ judicious Great- 
Grandmother, xvas«fmt^noxv there: Electress Sophie had died 
a!>out a month before Queen Anne ; and never saw the 
English Canaan, much as^lshe had longed for it. George i., 
her SOB, a taciturn, rather ^lenetic elderly Gentleman, i^ery 
foreign in ISngiarid, and oftenest rather sulky there and else- 
where, mis not in a liiuiioor to be for%va.rd in that <s|)articular 
business, 

George n had got into quarrel with his Prince of Wales, 
Freds Futlunv — him whcTis one dtiy to be George ii., always 
a raihc!r fooIttAt little Prince, though his Wife Cai'oliue was 
\Vis<imn‘s self in a manner : — George n had other much more 
urgent aims thauftluit of marrying his disobetlie.nt foolish 
litt.le Prince of Wales's olfspring; and he rilw.'iys pleaded 
di (lieu I ties, "Acts Parliament that would he needed, and the 

lik«g xHienavor Sophie Dorothee came to visit him at Hanover, 
and urge tikis kuattiU'. The taciiurn, inarticulately thoughtful, 
rather sulky old Gentleman, he had weighty burdens lying on 
him ; felt frettf^d and galled, in many wiiys ; and had found 
.life, Electoral and even Koval, a deceptive somptuosity, little 
better than a more or less extensive ^ feast of dells^ next to 
no real meat or drink left in it to the hungry heart of mam 
"Wife sitting half-frantic in the Castle ot* AhUleii, w^axing 
more and more into a gray-haired Alegmra (wdtii whom 
Sophie Dorothee kiinler seven seals of' secrety ct>rresj'>orkds a 
little, and even the Prmcc cf Wales is suspected of washing 
to cc^Tespond) ; a foolish disobeiiient P^nee iff Wales ; 
eJacobite Ihetender people avith their Mar HelndibiK with 
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their Albeit>«ii combinations ; at^ English Parliament jafigling 
and debating nnmelodionslj^ whose very laij^age is a iijystery 
to us, nothing bi^J; Walpole in to help us through* 

it: trulf it is not a Heaven-on-Earth altogethel, much as 
Mother Sophie ana liaf foolish favourite, our disobedient 
• Priace of Waleg, might long fbr it ! And the Hanover Tail, 
the Robethons, Bernstorfs, Eabrices, even the BIacka«no«r 
Porters, — ^they* are not bJ^a^ftiful eitiier, to a taciturn IVJ^ajesty • 
of some sense, if he cared about their^doings 03> them. 
Voracious, plunderous, all of them ; like^ihounds, long hungry, 
got into a rich house •which has no master, or a mere ima- 
ginary one. Ifeniiris hnpudcnti^vme^ said Wal^^ole in his 
dog-Iatin once, in our Royal presence, to one of these official 
plunderous gentlemen, ^ You tel^^aii impudent — at which 

we only laughed.^ , 

His Britannic Majesty by no means wanted sense, had not 
his situation been incurably absurd. In%is young time he 
had served creditably enough agaiifst the Turfs ; twice com- 
manded the Rekhs-^Axm^ in the Marlborougfe*4Vars, and did 
at least testify his indignation at . the inefficient state of it. 
His Foreign Politics, so-called, were noh madder than those 
of others. Bremen and Verden he had bought a ♦bargain; 
and it was natural to protect them by su<;li resdurces (is he 
had, tenglish or other. Then there was the "W^5jrld-f5pectre 
of the Pretender, stretching huge over X'reation, like the 
Brocken-Spectre in hazy weather ; — against wiioin how pro- 
^tect yourself, except by cannonading for the Kaiser at Messina; 
by rushing into every bi'abble that x'ose, and hiring tlie parties 
with money to fight it out well ? It was the establi^ed 
method in that matter ; method not of George’:? inventing, 
nor did it cease with George. As to Domestic Politics, except 
it were to keep quiet, and eat what the gods^had i^tovided, 
one does n6t find,. that he had any- — The sage Leibnitz would 
very fain have followed him is England ; but, for reason!? 
indiffereiftly goad, could never be allowed. If the trdjli rmist 
^ Homdt Walpole, J?emmiscena’s r/ /, and George //, (London, 1788^ 
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■ . be tofd^ the sage Leibnitz had a wkdom whicji.* now looks 
dreadfully like thtl; of a wiseacrej in Mathematics even^— 

■ *he did invent the Differential CalcnliiSj but it is certain also 

he nev^r cdlild believe in Newtoifs System of the Wnivei^e^ 

■ nor would read the Srmcijna at all. •^Foi*the rest, he was in 
quan'el about *Newton^ with th# Royal Society hei^e ; ill s^en, 
it is ^robaBle, by this sage and the other. , To the Hanover 

• Official Gentlemen devoxjring tteir ^ English *dead-horse, it 
did not appear €iat his presence could be useful in these 
partsd 

Nor are tne Hanover womankind his Majesty has about 
him, quasiAvives or not, a soul-entrancing character ; far 
indeed from that. Two in chief there are, a fat and a 
the lean, called ^ Maypole \ by the English populace, is 
^ Duchess of Kendal,’ with excellent pension, in th^=^ English 
Peerages; Schulenburg the former German name of her; 
decidedly a quasi-wife (influential, against her wdll, in that 
sad Kdnigsmaiic Tragedy, at Hanover long* since), who is fallen 
thin and old. ^Maypole,’ — or bare Hop-pole, w-ith the iea%"es 
all stript ; loan, long, hard ; — -though she once had her 
summer verdures to^ ; and still, as an old quasi-wife, or were 
it only an old aiticle of furniture, has her worth to the 
royal mind/ Sch^lenburgs, kindred of hers, are high in the 
militai^ line some of whom we may meet. 

Then, '"'besides this lean one, there is a fat; of whom 
Walpole (Horace, who had seen her in boyhood) ghx\s descrip- 
tion. Big staring black eyes, with rim of circular eyebrow^^ 
like a coachwheel round its nave, very black the eyebrows 
also ; vast red face ; cheeks rimning into neck, neck blending 
indistinguiGhablj with stomach, — a mere cataract of fluid 
tallow, skinned over and curiously dizeued, accoxxling to 
Walpok^s portraiture. This clmrmitig creature, Kielmaiin- 
segge by German name, was called Countess of Darlington ’ 
in this cbiintry, — ^witlf' exceljent pension, as was natural 

Gtihiduer, Gottfried Freiherr von Leihniiz^ etm BiogrufUe (Bres!a% 1843 ) ; 
;i^er of ICersland, Memoirs of Secret Tramactions {London, 1727). o 
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They all hatl pensions : even Queen Sophie Dorothee, hhave 
noliced in our State-Paper Officefhas her sinaJl pension, ‘SOOZ, 
a year on the Irish Establislimenif’ : Irish ISst^^lishmeilt will 
never mf s such a |>ittance for our poor Child, anda it may be 
useful over yonder !-^This Kielmdinnseg^’e Countess ot Dar- 
* lingjon was, and is, believed bji the gossiping English to Rave 
been a second Smultaneous Mistress of his Majesty’s;^ but 
seems, after alJ, to have b^ien his. half-Sister and nothing 
more. Half-Sister (due lo Gentleman and a CoRntess 

Platen of bad Hanover fame) ; growm dreadfully fat ; but 
not without shrewdness, perhaps affecti^; and^worth some- 
thing in this dull foreign conntrj^ mere cataract, of animal 
oils^as she has become. These Tivo are the amount of his 
Britannic Majesty's resources in ^hat matter ; resources surely 
not %xten^ive, after all ! — * 

His Britannic Majesty's day, in St. James's, is not of an 
interesting sort to him ; and every evening he comes pi*ecisely 
at a certain hour to •drink beer, scanned with a^little tobacco, 
and the company of these two women. Drinks diligently in a 
sipping way, says Horace ; and smokes, with Sich dull speech 
as there may be, — not till he is drunk, but only perceptibly 
dmnkish ; raised into a kind of cloudy narcotic Olympus, and 
opaquely superior to the ills of life ; in which s^tc *he walks 
uncomplainingly to bed. Government, whSn it can J^jy any 
art be avoided, he rarely meddles with ; shows' rugged 
sagacity, where he does and must meddle : consigns it to 
IValpole in dog-latin, — laughs at his menims,'* This is the 
Eirst George ; first triumph of the Constitutional Principle, 
whfch has since gone to sRich sublime heights among us^ — 
heights which we at last begin to suspect might ,be depths, 
leading down, all men now ask : Whitherwards ? A much- 
admired invention in its time, that of letting-go th#jj’udder, 
or setting ^ %vooden %ure expensively dressed to take charge 
of it, and discerning that the ship would sail of so mii% 
more easp)?- ! Which it wall, if\ peculiarly good sea-boat, in 
certain kinds oF sea,— fot a time.^ Till the Sinbad « Mignetic 
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Moiiptains’^ begfn to be felt pulling, or the circles'pf Charybdis 
get yoiS in their«sweep ; aB<f then an invention it ! 
— This, we say, is^the new«Sovereign Man, whom the English 
People, be|Bg in some perplexity about the Pope ajid other 
points* have called-in froifi Hanovep, toi^valk before them in 
theVays of heroisnvand by (pmmand and by example gjiide * 
Heaveuwai^ds their affairs and tiiem. And they hope that he 
will do it ? Or perhaps ^that tlieir affairs go thither of 
tlieir^owm accord | Always a singular People I — 

^ r 

Poor Get^'ge, cart?!^s of these ixlterior issues, has always 
trouble euQugli wdth the mere daily details, Parliamentary in- 
solences, Jacobite plotting^, South-Sea Bubbles; and wishes 
to hunt, when he gets over Hanovei’, rather than to inaf e 
IMarriage-Treaties, Besides, as Wilhelmina tells us, ^hey ^lave 
^ filled him with lies, these Hanover Women and their eniis- 
si^ries : ^ Your Princess Wilhelmina is a monster of ill-temper, 
crooked in t% back and^what-notf say they. If there is to 
!>e a Manmgef double or single, these Improper Females must 
lis'st be persuilSed to consent.^ Difficulties enough. And 
tlicre is none to lielp ; Friedrich Wilhelm cares little about 
the matte)', thouglf he has given his Yes. — Yes, since you 
will * ^ 

But^Sophie DoTothee is diligent ainl urgent, by all <r|')por- 
tunities f»-%nd, at length, in 1723, the conjuncture is pro- 
pitious. Doniestic%Jacobitism, in the shape of Bkliop Atter- 
bury, has got itself %vell banished ; Alberoni and his big 
schemes, years *ago they are blown into outer darkness;^' 
Charles xin is w'ell dead, and of ot&t Bremen and Verdeif' no 
question henceforth ; even the Kaiser’s Spectre-Hunt, or 
Spanish Duel, is at rest for the present, and the Congress of 
Cambrajiis sitting, or trying all it can to sit : at home or 
abroad there is nothing, not^ even Wood's Irish Ilalfpence, m 
jet makii'^ noise. And on the other han,d. Czar Peter is 
rumoured (not without foinafaiion) to be coming ^’esbvard^ 

m r 

^ Mmoir^s de- ^ *' 
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with some armament ; which, whether ^ intended for 

Sweden or not, renders £ Pnissiafi alliance doubly valuable, 

' And so now at last, in tins favourable 'aspect of the stars, 
King Gej^rge, overeat Herrenhausen, w^as by miicfe manage- 
ment of his Daugbcer _^Sophie^s, and after many hitches, 
j 3 rought to the mark. Aiid Friedrich ^Wilhel!|i came over 
too; ostensibly fo bring home his Queen, but in* reality tq 
hear his Fathei^dn-law's compliance Ao the Double-Marriage, 
— for which his Prussfan Majesty is %vSling enoigS, if 
others are willing. Praised be Heavem ^King George has 
agreed to everything ; consents^ one pi^rtious (fey (Autumn 
17^3, day not otherwise dated),- Peter’s Armament, 
and^the questionable aspects in Mance, perhaps quickening 
hiS volitions a little. Upc.i wl^ch Friedrich ^Y^Ihelm and 
Queel Soghie^ have returned home, content in that matter ; 
and expect sliortly his Britannic Majestyjs counter-visit, to 
perfect the details, and make a .Treaty of itr 

His Britannic Majesty, w^e say, hiS:S in substa^.ce agreed to 
everything. And now, in the silence of Nature, the brown 
leaves of October still hanging to the trees a picturesque 
manner*, and Wood’s Halfpence not yet begun to jingle in the 
Drapier’s Letters of Dean Swift, — his BriUiinic Ifajesty is 
expected at Berlin. At Berlin; properly at Charbtteiiborg, 
a pleasant rural or suburban Palace (built "by h]s Biitannie 
Majesty’s late noble Sister, Sophie Charlotte, ^ the hepublicatf 
Queen,’ and named after her, as 'was once mentioned), a mile 
or twA South-west of that City. There th^ await King 
ffeorge’s counter-visit. 

Poor Wilhelmina . is in much trepidation about- it ; and 
imparts her poor little feelings, her anticipations and experi- 
ences, in readable terms : ' 

Diere came, in tliose weeks, one of the Dijke of GIoueestei;"s gentle- 
men to Berlin/ — Duke of Gloucester is Kred our intended, not j'et'Prrnee * 
of Wales, and if the reader should ever' hear of a Duke oflMlnhm'ffi, that 
too is Fr^^^Duke of Gloucester's geiiilenien to Berlin/ says \f'i!‘hel- 
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mina's ^tlie Qaeee liad Soir^ {Appartemenf } ; lie was pi^s^nted to !ier as 
well as 1)0 Bie. made me a \ery oMigiag compliment cm Ms 
part ; 1 blushed^ an<^ ^nswered^only b/ a cnrtsy ''Hie Qiieeii^ who bad 
lier eye ob me/ was i^ery angry I bad answered tbe Biike’s compliments 
ill mer^ sii&ce ; and rated me sharply {une lava la tvte dHm-jP^rtmmi) for 
it; and ordered me_, ii^icler pain of ber iudigiifstioiij to repair that fault 
tonforrow. I retired^ al^ in tears^ ^.0 my room ; exasperated against tlie^ 
Queen and |igainst tbe Duke : I swore I would never marry bim , \vould 

throw myself at tbe feet* And so on^ as yonng/adies of vivacious. 

temper^ in extreme circumstances^ wont : — did speak, Jiow-ever, next 
day, to«tiny Hanov£' gentleman about bis Duke, a little, tbougb in an 
embarrassed manner.^^las, I am yet but fourteen, gone tbe Sd of July 
last : tremulo>fs as aspefol-laves ; or^say, as sbeet-ligbtning bottled in one 
of tbe thinnest human skins-; and have no experience of foolish Dukes 
and affairs !— 

^Meanwhile/ continues Wilbelmina, ‘^the King of England’s tiyie of 
arrival was drawing nigh. Wtc repaired, on tbe 6th of October, to 
Charlottenburg to receive him. The heart of me kept be^-ting/'and I 
was in cruel agitations. King George’ (my Grandfather and Grand 
Uncle) ^arrived on the 8th, about seven in the evening* — dusky shncles 
already sinking ove/ Nature everywhere, and all paths growing dsm. 
Abundant ffunlies, of courseprush out with torches or what is needful. 

^ The King of Prussia, the Queen and all their Suite received him in tbe 
Court of the Palace, the ''^Apartments” being on the ground-floor. So 
soon as he had saluted the King and Queen, I was presented to liinn 
He embraced me ; and turning to the Queen said to her, Yiniv 
daughter's very big of her age I” He gave the Queen bis band, and led, 
ber into her^apartn'^^.nt, whither everybody foiloweil them. As soon as I 
came be tgok a light from the table, and surveyed me fouMliead to 
foot. Irrtoud motionless as a statue, and was much put out of eoanteii* 
ance. All this ivent on without bis uttering tlie least word. Having thus 
passed me in revieiv, be addressed himself to my Brother, whom be 
caressed much, and amused himself with, for a good while.’ Pretty 
little Grandson this, your Majesty ; — any future of history in tliis on^ 

"" think you ? * 1/ says ITilhelmina, ^ feok the opportunity of slipping 

out ; * — ^hop^eful to get aw'ay ; but could ned, the Queen having noticed. 

‘ ’file Queen made me a sign to follow her ; and passed into a neigh- 
bouring ^apartment, where she had the Englisli tuid Germans of King 
Georges Suite successively presented to her. i\i‘ter some talk with 
these gentlemen, she withdrew; leaving me to entertain ctbeni, and say. 
ing : Sjpsilk English to ir<y Daughter ; you wull liind she speaks it very 
well.” felt much less embarrassfed, once tbe Queen was gor^e ; and pick- 
ing up- a little courage, I entered into coin^ersatior.^. tliese English- 
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As I spoke theip language like my mother-tongue^ I got pretty weii Oiit of 

the affair^, and everyhody seemed charged with m% Tliey made iiiy 
eulogy to the Queen; told her l^'had quite 'the#Hhglish air^ ant was ^ 
made to he |heir Sovereign one day. It was saying a great dt|il oa tlieir 
part: for tlfese English think themselves sg much above all oilier |»ople,, 
that they imagine they atfs pa^g^g a high compliment when they tell any 
line h%has got English manners. t r ^ 

^Tlieir King’ (my* Grandpapa) ^had got Spanish mamieri^;, I should 
say : he was of an e^irdne gravity^ and hardly spoke a word to aii}d)ody. * 
He saluted Madam Sonsfeid V (my invaluable thrice-dear Goveiiiess) * 
^rery coldly; and asked hei'j ‘^^If I was always so^erious^ andt if my 
humour was of the melancholy turn*?’’ but that;, Sire,,” 

answered the other : but the respect' she has^i- your prevents 

her from being as sprightly as she ,; 3 onpf^nly is.” He "^ragged his 
headj and answered nothing. The recffption he had given me^ and 
thif ^uestioBj, of which I\,heard;j gavofme such a chilly that I never 
had the courage to speak to him^’ — wal- merely looked at #ith a candle 
by Gra^dpai^.. 

^We were summoned to supper at last^ where this grave Sovereign 
still remained dumb. Perhaps he was rights perha|3s he w^as wrong ; Imt 
I think he followed the ^iroverb, which says^ Better hold your tongue 
than speak badly. At the end of the resist he felt inSisposecL llicj 
Queen would have persuaded him to quit table ; they bandied compli- 
ments a good while on the point ; but at last she threw Sown lie’rh,apkiit, 
and rose. The King of England naturally rose^ too ; but began, to 
stagger ; tlie King of Prussia ran up to help himf ail the company ran 
bustling about him ; but it was to no purpose : he sank t>n Inii fcnec?s ; 
his peruke falling on one side;, and his hat ’ (or at leasthis head, ^lladam !) 

^on th€5* other. They stretched him softly on the floor; wiic’e he 
remained a good hour without consciousness. The pains th€y t»i>k with 
him brought hack his senses, by degrees, at last. Queen aiicl the 

King (of Prussia) were in despair ail this while. Many have thought 
Qiis attack was a herald of the stroke of apoplexy which came by and 
by,’ — within four years from this date, and carried off his iMajestv iii' a 
very gloomy manner. ' * . 

^They passionately entreated Mm to retire now,’ continues B'llhel- 
mina ; ^ but he w'ould not by any means. He led out the Queen, and 
did the other ceremonif^s, according to rule ; had a very bat! nighty as we 
learned underhand ; ’ but persisted stoically nevertheless, being a cfo^viiecl 
Majesty, and lr)und to it. "Pie stoically underwent four or three other 
clays, of festival, sight-seeing, ^ pleasure^ so-called among olber sigfits, 
saw little Fritz drilling his Cadets at 'Berlin and on the fourtli' day 
(12th October 172S,<«o thinks Wilhelmina) fairly signed the Treaty of 
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tl).e ^DoiiWe-Marriage^* English Towiisliep,(i and tlia IJmssian Ministry 
having* settled all 4:lnrigs.^ * • 

^ Signed iiie treaty/' thinks ^ all thjngs lieing 

settkd.'' ^ Which is an ^ error on the part of Wilhelniina. 
S^tled many or •all things wer6r by^Towxishend and the 
others : but before signing^ there was parliament to bl 
• appiised/ there were formalities^ expeiKhtiire of time ; be- 
twegn the cup and thef lip, sifth things to intervene ; — ^and 
the smd fact is, ^he Double-Marriage Treaj^y never was signed 
at all ! — Howevti^j^ll things being now settled ready for 
signing, his^ Britamiic^Majesty, next^nioniing, set off for the 
Gdhrde a^’ain, to try if ere were any hunting possible. 

This authentic glimpse, ^ne of the few that are attainable, 
of their Constitutional King, let English readers, make 
the most of. The act done proved dreadfiiliy mc^nentons to 
our little Friend, his Grandson ; and will much concern us ! 

Thus, at any X'ate, was the Treaty of the Double-SIarriage 
settled, to th^ point of signing, — thought to be as good as 
signed. It was at the time when Czar Peter wus making 
armaments to bun S^veden ; when Wood’’s Halfpence (on be- 
half of her Iiiiproper Grace of Kendal, the lean Quasi-W'ife, 

Maypole"’ or IJop-pole, who had run short of money, as she 
often did)^ were about beginning to jingle in Ireland ; “ when 
Lawn’s Bubble ^ System ’ had fallen, w^ell flaccid, into Chaos 
again ; when Dubois the unutterable Cardinal had at length 
died, and d’Orieans the unutterable Regent was unexpected Lv 
^ about to do so, — in a most surprising Sodom-and-Gomomih 
manner.^ Xot to mention other dull and vile phenomena of 
putrid fermentation, which w’ere transpiring, or sluttishly 

^ Mintoires de Bareith, L S3, S7.— In Coxe {3/emc?zrs of Sir 

RoherCWalpIe, London, 1798}, ii. 266, 272, 373, are some faint hints, from 
Townsliend, of this Berlin journey. 

2 Coxe<i: 216,^217, and-jrz(;&/^ 5 / fee dates); Walpole to Townsbencl, 1:3th 
'October 1723 {fb, ii. 275) : ^ The Drapk'r'^s Letters^ are of 1724. 

2 2d December 1723; Barbier,/^7^^r//a/ iluUriqm dr^ Regne tk Louis XV. 

Paris, 1847), L 192, 196: Lacretetle, Histozre de France. r/cWc’ : etc. 



CH. !.]•, DOUBDI-MARlaiAGE I>E(JdI;]5 ON ,13 

bubbling poor 'benighted rcjtten Europe here or tore ; 

— since these are sufficient date the Traitsactioii foi^ us ; 
and what- does not sj:ick to our Frifz, and Ms affairs it is more • 
pleasant us to forget than to remenber, of such eppch. 

Hereby^ for the pi!l;senj% is a great load* rolled from Queen ^ 
Sophie Dorothee’s heart. One, •and thalf the highest^ of her 

abstruse negotiatioii^/cherished, laboured in, these* fourtoii^. 
years, she has brought to^ a «^dctorious issue, — has she not r « 
Her poor Mother, once so radiant, now so •dim and pigry, 
shut in the Castle of Ahlden, does not^m^x’ove this Double- 
Marriage ; not she for, her p£rt ; — -j# indeed %vil to all 
Hanoverian interests is now chiefly good, poor ,Ijady ; and 
sh| w growing more and more of a<dVIegmra every day. Witli 
whom Sophie Dorothee has her difficulties apd abstruse' 
practmes ;'^but struggles always to maintain, under sevenfoM 
secrecy, some thread of correspondence and pious filial minis- 
tration wherever possible ; that the poor exasperated Motiiei’^ 
wretchedest and angriest of womei*r, be not cfuite cut off^ 
from the kinship of the living, but that some soft breatli 
of ' pity may cool her buiming heart now and thend A dark 
tragedy of Sophie’s, this ; the Bluebeard'^; Chamber of her 
mind, into which no eye but her own must ever look. ^ 

Princess Amelia co7nes into the TForM' # ^ 

In . reference to Queen Sophie, and chronologically if not 
otherwise connected with this Double-Marriage Treaty, I will 
mention one other thing. Her Majesty had been in fluctua- 
ting Irealth, ail summer; mfaccountable symptoms Turning-i^p 
in her l^Iajesty’s constitution, languors, qualms, especially a 
tendency to swelling or increase of size, which had puzzled 
and alarmed her Doctors and her. Friedrich Wilheki,. on . 
conclusion of the Maiiiage-Treaty, had been appointed to 
Join his Fatlier-in-law, Britannif Geofge, at the Gblirde, in*- 

^ In 3f^motrs of S?fAia D&rotkea (London," 1845 ), 3^S> 393* certain 

fractions ef ttiis Correspondence, * edited ’ irf an amasting maimer, ^ 
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some tliree-wec^s time, and liave a j:>oat of huiiring. On the 
8th of Novemifer, bedtime beiiig come, he kissed his Wfihel- 
■nnna and the rest, by wEy of good-bye; intending to start 
very earit on the morrow: — long joiirne}*- (150 or p), 

to be done all in, one day. In detrl of the night. Queen 
Sophie was geized \\4th dreadful colics, — pangs of colic cr who 
^kngws what ; — Friedrich Wilhelm is summoned ; rises in the 
highest alarm ; none but the maids and be *at hand to help ; 
aiid* tJio colie, ir whatever it may be, gets more and more 
dreadful. 

Colic ? poor^^'^hie, is travail, and no colic ; and a 
clever YOiins Princess 'Hs suddenly the result I None but 

V O iK* 

Friedrich Wilhelm and tte maid for midwives ; mothei;^ and 
infant, nevertheless, doing | erfectly ’well. Friedrich Wilhelm 
did not go on the morrow, but next day ; lathed, ever 
and anon in loud^ hahas, at the part he had been playing ; 
and was very glad and merry. How the experienced Sophie, 
whose twelfth child this^s, came to conlmit such an oversight 
is unaccountable ; but the fact is certain, and made a merry 
noise in CourF circles.^ 

The clever litile Ihiucess, now bom in this maimer, is 
known by name to idle readers. She was christened AjuvVhi ; 
and we shall hear of her in time coming. But there w^as, as 
the Circulating Libraries still intimate, a certain loud-spoken 
bi'aggtC?t %f the histrionic-heroic sort, called Baron Trenck, 
wdiidy, rash, and not without mendacih^, v’ho has endeavoured 
to associate her wdth his own transcendent and not undeserved 
ill-luck ; hinting the poor Princess into a- sad fame in that 
w':ay. For w^hich, it -would now* appear, there w'as no''bas.is 
whatever] Most condemimble Treiick ; — ^vhoiii, hoi.reve"i\ 
Robespierre guillotined finally, and so settled tliat account 
and others. * 

« 

• Of So{)iiie Dorothee* twel^^e children, including this Amelia. 

there .are now eight living, two boys, six girls;, and after 
^ ^ Polinitz, ii. 19^ ; Wilhelmina, L 87, 88. # I 
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Amelia^ two»cji:]ierSj bojs^are sucgessivelj to come : ten iH all,, 
wli5 grew to be men and w|)men. Of whoi^ perhaps | had 
better subjoin a List; now that the eldest Bow and Gild are 
about to%et settlecf in life; and therewith close tliii €%i|)ter* 

" * • 

* • Frkdrkh }VUhehWs Ten Ctiildren • 

# 

« 

Marriage to Sopl^ie Borotliee^ 28tli November 1700. « 

A little Prince^ born 2Sd Ngiven?l>er 170^ in sisj inontlis. /llien 
eame^ ^ ^ 

1°. Fredehika S<fpHiE M^ilhelmina^ nltiMtely Margravine of 
Bairentli^ after strange adventures ui tlie in^^Oge-treatmway. %rfote 
her Memoires there^ about l7l4. Of wliom-^ e sliaii hear much. Left a 
Baughter^ her one child ; Daughter bad’y married^ to ^ Karl reigning 
JDuki? of "^Purtemberg’ (Poet Schiller s famous Serene Highness thereh 
from whom she had to separate^ etc., wkh anger enough^ l^y' and by. 

Aft(ft* WiUielmina in the Family series came a second Priiieej wlio died 
in the eleventh month. Then^ 24th January 1712, 

2®. Friedkioh. 

After whom (1718) a little Frineess, who died in few months, ilntl 
then, * 0 ' * 

3®. Fredehika Louisa, born 28th September - 1714; age now abimt 
nine. MargraHne of Anspach, 30th yiaj 1729 ; I7^>7. Her one 

Son, born 1736, was the Lady-Cravenk Anspach, Frederika Louisa die(i 
4th February 1784. ^ 

4®. Philtppixa Charlotte, born iSth March 1710 ; becain# Duchess 
of Brunswick (her Husband was Eldest Brother of the Prinw Fc‘rdJ„n;uMl ’ 
so famtfus in England in the Seven-Years Mhir) ; her Son^wvis tlj^rDukc. 
who invaded France in 1792, and was tragically hurled to '*’ru^ in tlie 
Battle of Jena,^1806. The Mother lived till 1801 ; Andow since 1780., 
After whom/in 1717, again a little Prince, who died within two years 
j^our Fritz then seven,— probably the first time Death /ver came b*efore 
Mm, practically into his little thoughts in this world) : then, 

5®. » Sophie Dobothee Maria, ^ lorn 2oth January 1 719 ; A^arg^avine^of " 
Schwedt, 1734 (eldest Margraf of Schwedt, mentioned above as a comrade 
of the Crown-Prince). Her life not very happy ; she died 17C?5. Left no 
son (Brother-in-law tucceeded, last of the Schwedt Margrares) : her 
Daughter, wedded to Prince Friedrich Eugen, a Prussian Oifieei^ Cadet 
of Wurtemberg and ultima^ly Heir there, is Ancestress of the ’IPfirteni- 
berg Sovereignties that now are, and also«(by one of Ao**dan,ghters^ 
married to Paul of Russia) of all the C?ar kindred of our tiineA 

!v, 278; Erman, Vie d^Sophie Charktie, p. 272, 
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6“.«>Louisa Ulrique^ born 24tb July IffiO; married ^Molf Friedriehj 
Heir-Apparent^ subsequently King of'Sw&enj, I7tli July 1744; Qaeen 
^ (he !i#iiig aceeded) ' I5tli April 1751;' tTklow I7'7l; died^ at Stocfcliolny, 
16th July 1782.* Mother of the subsequent Rings; her Gr|ndsoii the 
Deposed.^ " ^ 

7®. August WiLHEny, born 9th Augu^l; 1722; Heir-Apparent after 
Friedrich (so declared %y FriednVu, 30th June 1744); Father of tho. 
Kin|s who have since followed. He himself died^ ii? sad circumstances, 
Is w'e shall see, 12th June 175'8, • ^ 

• 8*. *Anna Amelru born 9th Noveniler •1723, — on tlie terms we have 
seen. ♦ 

9°. Friedbich ^CH Ludwig^ bom 18th* Januaiy 1726 the 
famed Prince fienri, of we sliall hear. 

10^. August FEiiDiNANo/Wm 23d Alay li"30 : a briliiant enough little 
soldier under his Brother, fulf^f spirit and talent, but liable to weak 
health ; — was Father of the ^ Pr^ce Louis Ferdinand,* a tragic Failiir^of 
something considerable, who wehu off in Liberalism, wit, in high senti- 
ment, expenditure and debauchery, greatly to the admiration of some 

* persons ; and at length rushed desperate upon the French, and found his 
quietus (lOtli October 1806), four days before the Battle of Jena, 

® • • 


I CHAPTER II 

• A KAISER HUNTING SHADOWS 

Tiii^A“n^cbf Double- Alarriage is ready for signing, oifce the 
iieedfiirt\aidiamentary preludings are gone tliroiigli ; Treaty is 
signed, thinks Wilhelmina,— forgetting the distance between 
cup and Mp !— As to signing, or even to biiniing, and giving- 
up the tlioiigiit of signing, alas, how' far are we yet from tliat ; 
Imperial spectre-liuiitings, and th^ politics of most Eiiropean 
Cabinets wll connect themselves with that; and send it 
Tivandering wide enough, — ^lost in such a jingle of intrigues, 
** pettif^giiigs? treacheries;, diploinades domestic and foi'eign, a- 
the course of true-love never got entaii|;led in be&ixr, 

* The wlible of which* exte%sive Cabinet O{>erations, coi'ering 
sijuare^miles of paper at this moment,~having 
^ ^ (Hrteh p. S3I Hubner, \t 91, 227. # I 
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after ten^ yea5!^of effoiij €:i€led in absolute zeroj — were, df no 

, woilh even to the managers ^of them ; and^ &e of less #tliai3 
none to any mortal jiow or henceforth. So that the method 
of treatii% them becomes a problem to History. To ^)itch 
them utterly out of and out of memor}', never to^^be 

mentsoiied in human speech %ain : this is the manifest 
promptixig of Natui^ ; — and this, were not our poor CroWn-- 
Prince and one or two otl:|,ers involved in tlienij would be^ our 
ready and thrice-jojful course. Surely the su-calied ^ Politics 
of Europe’ in that day are a thing this^E-ditor would other- 
ivise^ with his -whole soulj forget to eternity^! ^Putrid 
fermentation,’ ending, after the endurance of much fiialodoiir, 
in.n^re zero to .you and to every, one, even to the rotting- 
boidies , themselves : — ^is there any wise Editor ^hat would 
connect hhnseif with that ? These are the fields of History 
which are ,to be, so soon as humanly possible, suppressed; 
which only , Mephistoplieles, or the Bad Genius of Mankind, 
can contemplate with pleasure. • 

Let us strive to touch ligh-tly the chief sum|nits, here and 
there, of that intricate, most empty, mouniful Business, 
— which was really once a Fact in practice 1 Europe, not the 
mere nightmare of an Attorney’s Dream ; — and indicate, so 
far as indispensable, liow" the young Friedjich, EriedriclfvS 
Sister, Father, Mo-ther, w’-ere tribulated, almost be§rtbroken 
and done to death, by means of it. . 


Imperial Majesty on the Treaty of'Utfeclit 

ICafeer Karl vi., head of the Holy Romish Empire at thfe 
time, 'was a handsome man to look upon ; whose lift, full of 
expense, vicissitude, /utile labour and adventure, did not prove 
of much use to the world. Describable as a laborious futility 
mthen He was second son of that little Leopold, the solemn 
little Hen: in red stockings, who iiad ^ach troubles^ Trights, 
and runnings to and fro wdtli the sieging Turks, libefiitive 
;SobiesM§ 4icquisitivfe Louis Fourteenths ; and who at length 
\ von. in E 
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6“.^IiC)0iSA Ulbique, l)om 24.tii July 1720; marriedA'ioIf Friedrich^, 

' Reir Apparent^ sui^sequently Kiug of Sw&en^ I7tli July 1744; Qaeeii 
(Be BaVing acceded) Glii April Vl51 ; Widow 1771 ; died, at StockBoini, 
lOtli July 1782/ Motlier of tBe subsequent Kings ; lier Gr§ndsoii tlie 
Deposed ^ , ““ 

AuoirsT WiLHELAj, born 9tli August 172'3; Heir-Apparent after 
Friedricli (so declared 6y Friedrida, JOtli June 1744); Father of tbe^ 
Kin^s who bave since followed. He himself died, iiZ sad circumstances, 
as we shall see, 12th June 1758. ^ ^ t 

8 *. Anna Amehj^ born 9tii November 4728, — on the terms we have 
seen. ^ 

9®. Feiedeich Hiwj^ch Ludwio, born 18th January 1726;—the 
famed Prince flenri, of vXbm we shall hear. 

10 ®. Augijst Ferdinand, Nrn 23d May 1730 : a brilliant enough little 
soldier under Ms Brother, fulP^f spirit and talent, but liable to weak 
health ; — was Father of the ^ Prince Louis Ferdinand,’ a tragic Faiiuft’^of 
something considerable, who wenv off in Liberalism, wit, in high senti- 
, ment, expenditure and debauchery, greatly to the admiratioii 0? some 
persons ; and at length rushed desperate upon the French, and found his 
quietus (lOth October 1806), four days before the Battle of Jena. 

0 


ft CHAPTER II 

^ A KAISER HUNTING SHADOWS 

i» 

TffsATY^ of Double-Marriage is ready for signing, oifce t:lie 
needforS^arliamentary preludings are gone through ; Treaty is 
signed, thinks Wilhelmina, — forgetting the distance betw"een 
cup and lip ! — As to signing, or even to burning, and giving- 
^ up the thought of signing, alas, how^ far are we yet from that ! 
Imperial spectre-Iiuntings, and the politics of most European 
'Cabinets %nll connect themselves with that; and send it 
wandering wide enough,— lost in such a jungle of intrigues, 

* pettifoggings^ treacheries, diplomacies domestic a,.iid foreign, as 
the course of true-love never got entangled in beftre* 

•''"'The w^iole of whiclf exte%sive Cabinet operations, covering 
'sqiiareAniles of paper at this moment,— having iicwcrtheiess, 

^ CErld, p. Sj'J Hubner, tt 91, 227, 1 
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after ten yeal^of eibrtj elided in absolute zero^— were« of no 
woith even to the managers them ; and^ are of less utlian 
none to any mortal jiow or henceforth. So that the method 
of 'treatii% them becomes a problem to History, 'fo ^>itch 
them utterly out of v^iiich^w^ and out of memory, never to«,l)e 
menfmiied in human speech S.gain : this is the manifest 
prompting of Natui;e ; — and this, were not our poor Crovm**' 
Prince and one dr two ottyers involved in them, would be^ our 
ready and thrice-jojful course. Surely the so-called ^ Politics 
of Europe ’ in that day are a thing this^Jpdctor would other- 
wise, with his w^hole soul, forget to ^ eternity^! * Putrid 
fermentation,’ ending, after the end^Mrice of much Inalodoiir, 
in mi^re zero to you and to eveiy/bne, even to the rotting- 
bodies themselves is there an}* ;wise Editor *lhat w^'ciild 
conned himself with that ? These are the fields of Historj^" 
which are to be, so soon as humanly possible, suppremed; 
which only Mephistopheles, or the Bad Genius of Mankind, 
can contemplate with |)leasure. ^ • 

Let us strive to touch lightly the chief sunpiits, here and 
there, of that' intricate, most empty, mournful Business, 

- — ^which was really once a Fact in practice 1 Europe, not the 
mere nightmare of an Attoriiey‘’s Dream ;* — and indicate, so 
far as indispensable, hmv the young Friedjich, Friedridfs 
Sister, Father, Mother, were tribulated, almost iie§rtbr5ken 
and done to death, by means of it. 


•*> ' Imperial Majesty m the Treaty of UtTecJit 

Kaiser Karl vi., head of the Holy Romish ' Empire at thfe 
time, was a handsome man to look upon ; whose life, full of 
expense, vidssitude, /utile labour and adventure, did not prove 
of much use to the world. Describable as a labonoiivS futility 
rather. He was second Son of that little Leopold, the soleiim 
dittle, Herr in red stockings, who Jiad &ich troubles', Trights, 
and , runnings to and fro with the sieging Turks, libefative 
Sobieski^ ^acquisitivl Louis Fourteenths ; and who at length 

’ ' , VOt TT. 
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a sea of futile labour, wl^li they ca|i*tlie Spanish*- 
Siic^^ssioB Wat * ^ * 

This 'Earlf second son, fiad been appointed ^ King of Spain;*^ 
in that %tile business ; and with miiSi siibliini#,, tlioiigii 
i!i|emallj in an ioipoverished conditioin^lie proceeded towards 
Spaiiij iaiidiiig in Kigland to^get cash for tiie outfit ;—iiiri\ed 
• in iSpaiii*; and roved about there as Titular King for some 
years, with the fighting Petefboipughs, (Mways, Stalirem- 
berg%; but dicF no good there, neither he nor his Peter- 
boroughs* At his Brother Joseph, Father Leopold's 

successor, laving Kaii eame^ home from Spain to ' be 

Kaiser. •At which poim, Karl would have been wise to give- 
up Ms Titular Kingship m Spain ; for he never got, no| will 
get, anytiifog but futile lafeour from hanging to it« ^ He *did 
hang to it nevertheless ; and still, at this date of G^or^'^s visit 
and long afterwards, hangs, — ^^vitli notable obstinacy. To the 
^ wvoe of men and nations : punishment doubtless of his sins and 
^ theirs !— ^ ^ 

Kaiser Karl shrieked mere amazement and ii'icligiiation, 
when the English tired of fighting for him and it. When 
'the English saidrto their great Marlborough; ^Enougli, you 
sorry ^laiiborongh ! You Ixav^e beaten Louis xiv* to the 
siipplenei« of washleatjier, at our bidding ; that is true, and 
tlias^ ma| feave had its difficulties : but, after all, 'we prefer to 
liave’*xlie thing precisely as it w'ould have been witl'ioiit any 
fighting. You, therefore, what is the good you ? You 
are a — ^person whom we fling out like sweepings, now that our 
eyesight returns, and accuse of comnioii stealing. Go and ' 
be — ! * 

Nothmg ever had so disgusted and astonished Kaiser Kar! 
as this treatment,— not of Marlborough whom he regarded 
onlyt' as he* would have done a pair of iiiilitar}* boots or a 
holster-pistol of superior excellence, for the uses, that were in 
him,— but of the Katser Ivarl his owm sublime self, the 
and dbcus of Political Nature ; left in this inaiiiier, now when 
^ 17th April 1711., , ' .. 
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the sordid Ei^lish and J)utch (Inclined spending blood^'aiitl 
mofiey for him farther. ■ ^ JJngmtefnl, soijlid, iiiconcewable 
soulsj*’ answered ICari, ^ was there ever, since* the early Christian 
times, smh a martyr as yon have ^^now made of me ! « So 
answered Karl, in diplomatic groans and shrieks, to all eiids^ of 
fEiircwe. But the sulky English and Alues, thoroiighiy tired 
of paying and bleeding, did not heed him ; made tfieir Peace* 
of Utrecht ^ witli Louis xiv.f who w_as now beaten supple ; 
and Karl, after a year of indignant protests, and ♦futile 
attempts to fight Louis on his own score •♦r'as obliged to do 
the like. He has lost the Spanish croy U ; but stili holds by 
the shadow of it ; will not quit thaf,^ if he can Iielf) it. He 
hmi-ii^ much, digests well; is f.v sublime Kaiser, though 
internally rather poor, carrying his head high ; ai*d seems to 
himself, or., some sides of his life, a martyred iiiucli-endmiBg 
man. 

Imperial Majesty has got Kappity tcedded 

Kaiser Karl, soon after the time of going *^1:0 Spain, had 
decided that a Wife would be necessary He applied to 
Caroline of Anspach, now English Princess of Wales, .but at 
that time an oiphaned Brandenburg- Anspach Princess, very 
beautifnl, graceful, gifted, and altogether unprevkled "^or*; 
living at Berlin under the guardianship of Friedrich t£e first 
King. Her young Mother had man-ied again, — high enough 
match (to Kur-Sachsen, elder Brother of August the Strong, 
August at that time without pi-ospects of the Electorate) 
but it lasted short while : Citroliue’s Mother and Saxon StejT- 
Father were both now, long since, dead. So she* lived at 
Berlin, brilliant though unportioned; — with the rough cub 
Friedrich Wilhelm much following her about, and ‘passionately - 
loyal to her, as the Beas^; was to Beauty ; whom .she did not 
mind, except as a cub loyal to her.^ heiftg five years older than • 

1 Peace of iJtrecht, i ;th April 1713; Peace of I^tadt (foilowini; upon the 
Preliminar£s.ofBaden), 6th March 1714. • ^ * . 
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he, Jiidigait bright Car^ine^ a foiJBg huiVipf flue aijiiiime 
features md 'vras app!ie4 to be Queen of Spain ; 

wooer a hattdsoine raatu who ought be Kaiser by and ^ 
by, » Indigent bright Caroline at onee answered, ♦ No,; She 
was never very oiitliorlox in Froteitanf theology ; but could 
not think af taking up Fa|)istry for lucre's and amMtion^ 

► sake : be* that always remembered on Carpline's behalf, 

Spanish Majesty next lippped at Brunswick Wolfen- 
buttd ; no lacf of Princesses there : Princess Elizabeth, for 
instance ; Protesl^l||^plie too, but perhaps not so squeamish r 
Old Anton^lrich, wuNm sonie readers know for the idle Books; 
long-winaed Novels ch^fly, which he wrote, was the Grand- 
father of this favoured Princess ; a good-natnred old gentleman, 
of the idle^ ornamental speisies, in whose head most things, it 
is likely, were reduced to vocables, scribble and sen^inieritality ; 
and only a steady internal gravitation towards praise and 
pudding w^as traheable as very real in him. Anton Ulrich, 
affronted more or less by the immense advancement of Geritks^-; 
man Ernst awl the Hanoverian or Brunswick Line, 

was extremely glad of the Imperial offer ; and persuaded his 
timid Granddaughter, ambitions too, but ral:her consdence- 
strickosa, That the change from Protestant i:o €-a.l'holic, tiie 
essential^being^so perfectly identical in both, w<is a mere trifle : 
th^ Jlie^W.mself, old as he was, W'Ould readily ehanl^'e along 
with her, so easy was it. Whereupon the young lady made 
the big leap ; abjured her religion ; went to^SfKiin as Queen 
(with sad injpry to her complexion, but otherwise successfully 
more or less) ; — ^and sits now as Empress beside her Karl vl 
in a grand' enough, probably rSther dull, but not siiigolaiiy 
unhappy manner. 

She, a Brunswick Princess, with Nephews and Nieces who 
may concern us, is Kaiserinnto Kaiser Karl : for aiiglit I know 
of her, a kindly simple Wife, and hnexceptioimble Sovereign 
MajesCy, of the sort*want«d-; — whom let us remember, if we 
meet her again one day, I add only of |his |)oc>r Lady, dis- 
1 Forster, i, 107. ** a ist May 1707, at Bwberg, 
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tiBgiiished t0 ?gie by a Daigbter had, that her iiiiBdtr'Still 
had* some misgiYings about tlje big leap she^ifed uiade ig the 
Protestaiit-Papist way- Finding ifiiton Ulrich continue ' 
Protestam, she wrote to , him out of Spain : — ^Whjj 0 
honoured Grandpapa, hayo you not done, as you promised ? 
t4h, there must be a taint of'* mortal Sin in it after all I ’ 
Upon which the ^surdly situated old Gentleman did che»Bge 
his religion ; and is marked ias a Convert in all manner of , 
Genealogies and Histories ; — truly an old literary gentleman 
ducal and serene, restored to the bosom of the Church in a 
somewhat peculiarly ridioilous manner.! , *^^But to fetum. 

* 

c * Imperial Majesty and the Wmagant of Sjpain 

Ev3lr after the Peace of Utrecht, when England and Hol- 
land declined to bleed for him farther, especially ever since his 
own Peace of Rastadt made with Louis the* year after, Kaiser 
Karl had utterly lost^hold of the Oown of SpoRii ; and had 
not' the least chance to clutch that bright substance again. 
But he held by the shadow of it, with a d^dly tlapsburg 
tenacity ; refused for twenty years, under pressures, to part 
with the shadow : . ^ The Spanish Hapsburg Branch i| dead ; 
whereupon do not I, of the Austrian Branch, sole representative 
of Kaiser Karl the Fifth, claim, by the law of Hgaven, ^lat- 
ever he possessed in Spain, by law of djtto? Balcles of 
Blenheim, of JMalplaquet, Court-intrigues of Mrs, Masham and 
the "Duchess: these may bring Treaties of Utrecht, and what 
you, are pleased to call laws of Earth; — ^but a Hapsburg 
Kais&r 'knows higher laws, if you would do a thousand Utrecht® ; * 
and by these, Spain is his ! ’ , • 

Poor Kaiser Kaii : he had a high thought in him reallj, 
though a most misguided one. Titular King ctf bufc^ 

much bewildered into niere indolent fatuity, inane solemnity, 
high-sniffing pride grounded on n^thing^at all ; a Miser much # 
.sunk in th^ sediments of Ms muddy Epoch. Sure enough, he 
I • ^ Michaelis, 131. ' ^ 



^0-: MARRIAflE PROJECT^ STARTED [BOOK V. 

* * [1733.172$ 

.Indigent 'bright Caroline, a '^'Oirng kdy-of fine acpiline 
feat^ires and spirit, was applied for to be Queen of Spain ; 
wooer handsome man, who might even be Kaiser by and 
by. Indigent bright Caroline at once answered, f No, She 
was never very orthodox In Frote«tan'2 theology; but could 
not think of taking up Pa|>istry for Inciys and aniMtion^s 
“ sake : be that always remembered on Caroline’s behalf. 

The Spanish^ Majesty next Upplied' at Brunswick Wolfen- 
biittCl ; no lack of Princesses there : Princess Elimbeth, for 
instance; Protesk^J .she too, but perhaps not so squeamish? 
Old AntoKUlrich, wIj::?!!! some readers know for the idle Books, ^ 
long-winded Novels chiefly, wbich he wrote, was the Grand- 
father of this favoured Pri. cess ; a good-natured old gentleman, 
of the idlo ornamental sp&ies, in whose head most things, it 
is likely, were reduced to vocables, scribble and senrimeitality' ; 
and only a steady internal gravitation towards praise 
pudding was trabeable as very real in him. Anton 17^,, hj,'' 
affronted more or less by the immense advancement of Geiitlv-' 
man Ernst and the Hanoverian or Yo-imffer Brunswick Line, 
was extremely* glad of the Imperial offer ; and persuaded Ills 
timid Granddau^^hter, ambitious too, but rather eonscieiietf- 
stricken, That the change from Protestant to Catholic, the 
essentials'' being^so perfectly identical in both, was a mere trifle ; 
thai he,„,Mroself, old as he was, would readily change . along 
with her, so easy was it. Whereupon the young* Lady made 
the big leap ; abjured her religion ; ^ — went to-'Spain as Queen 
(with sad injury to her complexion, but othermse successfully 
more or less) ; — ^and sits now as Empress beside her Karl vi. 
in a grand enough, probably rather dull, but not singularly 
unhappy manner. 

She, a Brunswick Princess, with Nephews and Nieces who " 
nmf concern us, is Kaiserinn to Kaiser Karl : for aught I know 
of her, a kindly simple Wife, and unexceptioimble Sovereign ^ 
Majesty, of the sort Vant^d ; — ^whom let us remember, if we 
meet her again one day. I add only of |liis poor Lady, dis* 

^ Forster, i xo% « ® ist May 1707, at SaiiiBerg. . '' - 
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tinguished tcf ?|ie by a Da igMer §Jie badj that her 
had®soiae misgivings about tlje big leap she^Itid made ig the 
Protestant-Papist way* Finding i&ton Ul.rich atill contiime 
Protestam^ , she wmte to , him out' of Spain: — O 
, honoured Grandpapa, ImYO you not done, as you promised ? 
Ah, there must be a taint of* mortal fin in it after all ! ' ^ 
Upon which the ^surdly situated old Gentleman did cha^nge. 
his religion ; and is marked m.s a Convert in all inanner of 
Genealogies and Histories truly an old literary gentieman 
ducal and serene, restored to the bosom of the Church in a 
somewhat peculiarly ridi(;plou,s rfianner.^ to feturn. 

Imperial Majesty and the '[:ermag€mt of* S^ain 

#> 

Ev3t after the Peace of Utrecht, when England and Hoi- '' 
land declined to bleed for him farther, especially ever since his 
own Peace of Rastadt made with Louis the^^ year after, Kaiser 
KarLhad utterly lost^hold of the O'own of Spain; and had 
not the least chance to clutch that bright substance again. 
But he held by the ' shadow of it, with a 'deadly Hapsburg 
tenacity ; refused for twenty years, under pressures,, to part 
with the shadow The Spanish -cfapshurg Branch is dead; 
whereupon do not I, of the Austrian Branch, sole rep'eseutative 
of Kaiser Karl the Fifth, claim, by the law of Hgaven, ^lat- 
ever he possessed in Spain, by law of djtto ? BaiSles of 
Blenheim, of Malplaquet, Comt-intrigues of Mrs. Mashain and 
the Duchess : these may bring Treaties of Utrecht, and wiiat 
you are pleased to call laws of Earth ; — ^but a Plapsbiirg 
Kaiser knows higher laws, if you would do a thousand Utrechts ; * 
and by these, Spain is his ! ’ • 

Poor Kaiser Karl : he had a high thought in him really, 
though a most misguided one. Titular King df Mefi-i* but;**, 
much bewildered into ntere indolent fatuity, inane solemnity, 
high-sniffing pride grounded on ngthing* at all ; a imicli » 

sunk ill th^ sediments of his muddy Epoch. Sure enough, he 
I m ^ Mictaelis, ip 131,. ^ 



* * * * I . 

m , MARRIAf^E PjaOJEOT STARTED [book v. 

# * , . . * ^ [I7S{3*J7«6 

was proud lofty solemn I^iser, i^initely tli% ^entleiriaii'in 
, air agd hiimotir^ ^Spanish gravities, ceremonials^ reticences*— 
* and could^ im a l3ette:r scene^ have distiij^gnished himself^ by 
better than mere stataesqiie immovability of postii ref dignified/ 
eiicliirance of eniiifi, and Hap.sbui»g teifecity in liokling the 
grip. It wa»5 not tifl ITSo, Sfter tnssellin^^s and ',wre'ncAiiiigs?» 
hey«nd calciiiatioiij that he would consent ^to quit the Shadow 
► 'of tire Crown of Spain ;• and’ le% Eijrope he A peace on that 
score, ^ 

The essence of 4 ^jat is called the European History of this 
Perioch Slid? History ’c"\a Perfod sunk dead in spirit^ and alive 
only in stomaclij can have, turns all on Kaiser Karl, and these 
his clutchiiigs at shadowst’. ^Vhich makes a very sad, ^sur- 
prising History indeed ; more woithy to be called Phenomena 
of Putrid Fermentation, than Struggles of Human HeroTsm to 
vindicate itself in this Planet, which latter alone are worthy 
of recording as ^ History^ by mankind. 

On the tht'one' of Spain, beside Philip v. the .inelancliolic 
new Boiubon, JL.oiiis xiv.’s Grandson, sat Elizabeth Farnese, 
a termagant teiiacioiis woman, whose ambitious cupidities were 
not, inferioi' in obstinacy to Kaiser KarFs, and proved not quite 
so slmdpwy'as his. Elizabeth^ also wanted several things: 
renunciation of jour (Kaiser TvarFs) shadowy claims ; nay of 
sundry real ^isurpations you and your Treaties have imlde on 
the aSual' possessions of Spain, — ^Kingdom of Sicily, for 
instance ; Netherlands, for instance ; Gibraltar, •‘for instance. 
But there is one thing which, we observe, is indispensable 
^ throughout to Elizabeth Farnese : the future settlement of 
her dear Boy Carlos. Carlos, wh5ni as Spanish Philip's scicoiid 
Wife she^ had given to Spain and the world, as &eond or 
supplementary Injrmt there,— a troubleson^p gift to Spain, anti 
--•rwotheit?. . ^ 

« This clear Boy, surely he must ha%% his Italimi Apanages, 
-which ybii have provided %r him : Duchies of Parma and 
Piaceilza, which %vHl fall heirless .soon. |eciirity* ,for these 
~ Italian Apanages, such as# will satisfy a Mothers ;Lel m 
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introduce Spsi^sli gamsor n into !^rma and Piacenza at owice ! 
Ho# else can - we ,be' certaiij of getting thcjfte indispeifaUe 
Apanages^ 'When iliej’ fall meant?’** On this point Elizabeth ^ 
Farnese was positive^ maternally vehement ; -wotikF ta^e .. no 
subterfuge^ denial or-del^y: ^Let 'me perceive that I sliall 
imveithese Duchies : that, first df all; or* else not that only, 
but numerous other things will be demanded of you!’ ^ 

Upon which point the Kaker too,c'who loved his Duchies, 
and hoped yet to 'keep them by 'some turn of ^tlie gamej*, never 
could decide to comply. Wliereupon Elizabeth grew more 
and more termagant; lisie-ied t1> wild,:;;"omisels ; took up an 
Aiberoiii, a Ripperda, any wandering diplomatic bull-dog that 
offered ; and ^!et them loose upon th /Kaiser and her other gain- 
sayers. To the terror of mankinv;^,' lest universal ^war slioukl 
supeiwlne.^": She held the Kaiser well at bay, mankind well 
in panic ; and continually there came on aliEiirope, for about 
twenty years, a terror that war was just about to break out, 
and the whole w'orld ®to take fire. /Phe History so-called of 
Europe went canting from side to side ; heeling at a huge 
rate, according to the 'pasr.es 'and lunges these t’^o giant figures, 
Imperial Majesty and the Termagant of &\:>ain 5 ' made 
another, — ^for a twenty years or more, till once the dj.iei was 
decided between them. 

Thefe came next to no war, after all ; sputteijn^‘s o:ft»war 
twice over, — 1718, Byng at Messina, as we saw aiii? then, 
in 17S7, a second sputter, as we are to see : — but the neigh- 
bours, always ran with buckets, and got it c|uenched. No 
war' to speak of ; but such negotiating, diplomatising, uni- 
versal hope, universal fear, atid infinite ado about iiothing, as 
were, seldom heard of before. For except Friedrich# Wilhelm ' 
drilling his 50, 000^ soldiers (80,000 giwIanrjLj, and gradually 
even twice that number), I see no Crowned Head in 
that is not, with immeasurable apparatus, simply doing rjenh 
Alas, in an age of universal infidelity to Heaven, fv'here the 
Heavenly §1111 there occur strange Spectre-Iiu stings. 

Which 4^ a fact ' worth laying heart,— Duel of Twenty 
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^ Yea^f with, Elizabeth Fame^, abooljfthe eveiiita|slities of Fariiaa 

/, and 'Piacenza,' 'and the Shadow of the lost Crown of Spfiin; 
^ 'this was the frst grand Sffeetrality of Kaiser KarFs existence ; 
but this fms not the whole of them. r 

t ^ ^ ^ 

Jhn^cfial Mqjest^^s Pragmaiic SQfwtion * 

Kaiser Karl meanwhile %vas gather short heirs ; wdiich 
form%4 another if his real troubles, and involved 'him in iniicli 
shadow-hunting. ^His Wife, the Serene Brunswick Empress 
whom we spoke of^^l^ve, did at leijgth bring Mm cbiidren, 
brought Mm a boy evei^, but the boy died within the year ; 
and, on the wdiole, there r4nained notMng but Daughters; 

'' hlaria Theresa the elder oil them, born 1717, — the prettiest 
little maiden in the wmrld ; — no son to inherit Kfisei^KarL 
Under which circunistances Kaiser Karl produced now, in the 
Year 1724, a Document which he had executed privately 
long ago as 1713, only Privy ComiciKors and other Official 
witnesses knowing of it then and solemnly publishes it' to 
the world, as a'^'diing all men are to take notice of. Al! men 
had notice 'enougi| of this Imperial bit of Sheepskin, before 
they got done with it, five-and-twenty years . lienee.^ A very 
'famous Pr|igmatic Sanction; now published for the world's 
c-omfort 1 

By which' Document, Kaiser Karl had formally settled, and 
fixed according to the power he has, in the slmpe of what 
they call a Pragmatic Sanction, or unalterable Ordinance in 
his Imperial House. ^ That, failing Heirs-male, his Daughters, "" 
" Eldest Daughter, should succeed him ; failing Datiglfcers, 
his Nieces^; and in short, that Heirs-female ranking from their 
kinship to Kaiser Karl, and not to any prior Kaiser, should 
^ , .b e as^good es Heirs-male of KarFs body Vould have beenF 
A Pragmatic Sanction is the high' nafne he givers this docu- 
^nent, or«the Act it represents ; « Pragmatic Sanction ’ being, 

^ 19th April 1713 (Stenzel, iii. 522).#. ^ 

® Peace of Aixrla-Cbapelle, 1748. ^ 
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in the Imperial ChaRcerpand some others, the received|^l;itle 
forOrdiaances of a very irrevocable natore, lAicli a soWeigii 
makes, in affairs that belong who3y to himself, or what he • 
reckons Ifs^owh riglits.^ ^ • 

This Pragmatic Sanction of Kaiser KarFs, executed I9tli 
April 1713, was promulgated^ ^gradually/ nc^w here now 
there, from 172 (f to 17^4,^ — ^in .-which later year 4t beoame^ ^ 
universally pubMc;*and was#transmitted to all Courts and ^ 
Sovereignties, as an unalterable law of things Inyperial, 
Thereby the good loian hopes his beautifu^little Theresa, now 
seven years old, may sqpceed him, all *,as a son •would have 
done, in the Austrian 'States and- Di-ghi ties; and incalculable 
damages, wars, and chances- of •'!&, be prevented, for Ms 
House and for all the world. ^ 

Th% w^rld, incredulous of tomorrow’-, in its lazy way, was 
not sufliciently attentive to this new law^of things* Some 
who were personally interested, as the Saxon Sovereignty, and 
the Bavarian, denied «t;hat it was jujt : reminded Kaiser Karl 
that he was not the Noah or Adam of Kaisers ; and 'that the 
case of Heirs-'Female ivas not quite a neiv idct on sheepskin. 
No ; there are older Pragmatic Sanctions ( nd settlements, by 
prior Kaisers of blessed memory; under -which, if Daughters 
are to come in, we, descended from. Imperial I)i.iiig!iters of 
older standing, shall have a word to say!— To^ this K#.iser 
Karl answers steadily, with endless argument, every 

Kaiser is a Patriarch, and First Man, in such matters ; and 
that so it has been pragmatically sanctioned by him, and that 
'aO' it shall and must irrevocably be. To tlie^ other Powers, 
and indolent impartial Soveteigns of the world, he wm lavdsh * 
in embassies, in ardent representations; and sparedti'd' painS' 
in convincing them that tomorrow wotdd surely come, and 

# # 

A rare kind of Deed, it would seem ; and all the more solemn. IiT 143187*"^ 
Charles 'VI. of Brance, concedfng the Gallican Church its Liberties, does it by 
^Sandim Pragnmtique ' ; Carlos ni. of Spain (i%i759, " settling TIm Kingdom ^ 
of the Two Sicilies on Ms third son ’) does ihe like,— which is the last instance 
of * Pragmaiil: Safutm% ^ in this world. **** 

® Sten^lj*pp, 522', 523. • ^ 
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tberf^t would be a blessedne.^iHS to ha#) accepted |:h1s Pragmatic 

Sanc'ljoiij and sei it lying for yoii. as a Law of Nature to 'go 
bjj and avoiddiicalcuiable' controversies.' ^ 

This %fas another vast Shadow, or confused Icgh-pilecI 
coiiJ:ineiit of sliado\p, to wiiich our rpoor^ Kaiser held with his ’ 
customary tenacity. procifre adherences and assiiraiicrs tO'"' 
tliis 4ear Pragmatic Sanction, was, even more than the shadow 
, of the Spanish Crown, and abcve all after he had quitted 
that, the one gilind business of his Life henceforth. With 
which he kept all ^irc^e in perpetual travail and diplomacy ; 
raying"Out £ffnbassacloi\-and less osteufiible agents, with bribes, 
and with entreaties ancf proposals, into every high Sovereign 
Court and evexy low ; negotiating uii'weariedly by all methpds, 
with all ineij. For it was nis evening-song and his morning- 
prayer ; the grand meaning of Life to him, till life Gilded* 
You would have mid, the first question lie asks of every 
creature is, MVill-you covenant for my Pragmatic Sanction 
' with, me? C-, agree to its accept that'hiew Law^ of Nature : 
when the nioiTow comes it will be salutary for you ! ’ 

Most of the ^foreign Potentates idly accepted tlie thing, — 
as things of a disfmt contingent kind are accepted made 
' Treaty, on it, since the’ Kaiser seemed so extremely anxious. 
Only Baviu'ia, having heritable claims, never would. Saxony 
too ^\ugust^ the Strong), being in the like case, or a better, 
flatly i%fiisecl for ajong time; would not, at all, — except for 
a consideration. Bright little Prince Eugene, who dictated 
square miles of Letters and Diplomacies on the subject 
(Letters of a steady depth of dulness, which at last grow'^s^ 

^ almost sublime), was w-oiit to teB his Majesty : Treatfiiig, 
your Majesty? A w^ell-trained Aiiny and a full Treasury; 
that' is the only Treaty that wdll make this |^ragmatic Sanction 
But his Majesty never would believe. So the bright 
old Eugene dictated, — or, we hope and’ guess, he «?iiiy gave his 
clerks som^ keyword, and si^ied his name (in three languages,, 

^ Eugeaio von Savoye ’) to these square miles of dulhepistolaiy 
matter, — probably taking Spanish snuff when he Ipd done* 
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For lie we^'% it in bAh waistcoat-pockets ;~lias 4^m his '' 
Portraits still tell us) given ^ip breathing Ijy the nose* ♦ The 
bright little soul, ^vith a flash in him as of , own 

lightning'^; but now growing very op and snii%. • 

Shadow of Pragiftatie#- Sanction, shadow of tlie Spaiiish, 
•Crown, — it was such shadow'-huktiiigs of Ibhe KaiSer in Vienna, 
it weLS this of thf Pragmatic Sanction most of all, 1:hai! 
thwarted our Prussian poufcle-MaAiage, which lay sg far ^ • 
away from it. This it was that pretty nearly broke the 
hearts of Friediicli, Wilhelmina, and thgir Motlier and Father. 

For there never was such negotiating^,:^r^iot for admittance to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, in the piotis times. And the open 
goiijgs-forths of it, still more t\i(0 seci^et minings and iiiole- 
conyses of it, were into all places. ' Above grounel and below, 
no” 'Sd^’emign mortal could say he was safe from it, let him * 
agree or not. Friedrich Wilhelm had cheerfully, and with 
all his heart, agreed to the Pragmatic Safiction ; this above 
ground, in sight of tlie sun ; 'and mshly fanciedPlie had then 
done with it. Till, to his hoiTor, he foiiri|:l;, the . Imperial 
mole.s, by way of keeping assurance doiibly*oiire, had been 
under the foundations of his very house fA long years past, 
and had all-but brought it down about him in the most 
MdeouS' manner ! — ^ • 

• m 

Third Shadozo : Imperial MajeMifs Osiend Company 

Another object which Kaiser Karl pursued 'jyitli some clili* 
rgence in these times, and which likewise proved a shadow, 
iiiucS disturbance as it gavS .mankind, was his ‘Ostend Easi:* 
India Company.’’ The Kaiser had seen, impoverished 'Spain, 
rich England, ricl:^ Holland ; he had taken-iip a creditable 
notion about commerce and its adv*antages. He* aid 
self, Why slmild not my Netherlands trade to the East, as 
well as these English and Dutch, md gfow opulent lik*e tlieiii ? ^ 
He instituted (octroya) an <^Ostend East-India Cotit|>aiiy,' 
under Patents and Imperial Sheepskins, of date I'Tth ^ 
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DeceliljBr gave it wl^t freedfm he 'coii|||i*i:o trade to 

the ^ Im|5o|siWe P auswergd 'the Butch, with distrac- 

"" tion in their i^pect ; * Impossible, we say ; ^coBtrary to Treaty 
of Westpl'falia, to Utrecht, ^to Barrier Treaty and dil^troctive 

■ to |he best interests of mankind,' «espedlal!y to iis and our 
tmde-proits !• We jSmll Imvifto capture your ships, if«yoii<' 
%ver ^end feyd 

To which the 'Kaiser *<x)unteiiple^ed, ean&tly, diligently, 

■ for the# space of JIven years, — ^to no effect, ^ We wi’Il' arpture 
your ships if you#«ver send any,’ answered the Dutch and 

' , English. What ships'*^!' codld hava been sent from Ostend 
to the EawSt, or %¥hat ill tney could have done there, remains a 
niystery, owing to the monopolising Maritime Powers. * 

' " The 'Kai^r’s laudable zeal for commerce had to expend 
^ itself in his Adriatic Territories, — giving privileges to the 
Ports of Trieste and Fiume;^ making roads through the 
Dalmatian HilhConntries, which are useful to this day ; — but 
^ . could' not ojl^vate on th# Netherlands hi the way proposed. 
The Kaiser’s Imperial Ostend East~India Company, which 
convulsed the ^^iploiimtic mind for seven years to come, 
and made Europf lurch from side to side in a terrific 
manner, j)roved a mere paper Company ; 'never sent any sliii|)s, 
only produced Diplomacies, and * had ' tlie honour to be.’ 
Thisfnvas ^h# third grand Shadow which the Kaiser chased, 
shaking all the world, poor crank world, as he strode after it ; 
and this also ended in zero, and several tons ef diplomatic 
correspoiidencej^ carried once by breathless' estaffettes, and now 
' silent, gravitating towards Acheron all of them, and interesting 
to^^tlie spiders only. 

Poor good Kaiser : they say he was a humane stately' ^ 
. A 'gentleman, stately though shortish ; fond of pardoning crimi* 
he could; very polite to .Muratori and the Anti- 
quaries, even to English Rymer, in' opening feis Archives 

Buditokj i. 8S ; PfefTel, jidrjge C^rmol&gtpie de PMistmri Aikma^m 
{Paris, 1776), ii 522, ' 

- Homayrj (Esterrmlmchr Plutarch^ x, 101, , , « ^ 
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fco^ them, -*as»d made rlads in ithe Dalmatian Hill-Ca^ntry, 
which remain to this day. , I do^ not wo^jder he gi-e^w more 
and more saturnine, and addicted to solid taciturn field- 
sports. *1118 Political ‘Perforce-Hunt {Parjbrce Jagdy^ with 
so many two-footed "temers, and legationary beagles, distress- 
ing •all the world by their ba^ng and*their btirrowing, had 
proved to be of §hadows ; and melted into thin air, 'to n 
very singular degree ! , • • 


«• 


CHAPTER in 

cftE SEVEN CRISES OR EUROPEAN TRAVAIL-THROES 

I^^pr»sess of this so temlic Duel with Elizabeth Farnese, 
and general combat of the Shadows, which* then made Europe 
quake, at every new lunge and pass of tt, and which now 
makes Europe yawn to hear the ieast mentioti of it, there 
^me two sputterings of actual War. Byng’s sea-victory at 
Messma, 1718; Spanish ‘Siege of Gibralt^’ 1727, are the 
mam phenomena of these two Warn,— gland, as its wont 
IS, taking a shot at both, though it has now forgotten both. 
And, on the whole, there came, so far as I, can cnunt, Seven 
grano diplomatic Spasms or Ciises, — desperate asneral Suro-- 
pean -^eatyings hither and then thither,. solemn Com.ressef 
two of them, with endless supplementaiy adhesions by the 
^minor powere. Seven gi'and mother-treaties, jnot to mention 
toe^ daughters, or supplementary adhesions they had ; all 
Europe nsmg, spasmodicalfy seven times, and doing its vSrv* 
uttermost to quell this ten-ible incubus ; all Europe changing 
colour seven tim^, like a lobster boiling, for twenty years 
Seven diplomatic Crises, we say, mai-ked changings of t»feRr ■ 

in the long-snffenng lobster ; and two so-called Wars, 

before this enormous zero couid be* settled. 1^7ch hio’lr 
Ireaties ^nd Transactions, human nature, after muclf studv 
ot th^ grudges to enumerate. . Apanage for Baby Carlos, , 
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gho&^. of a Pragmatic SancJjion ; tiUse were f^fair of 'causes 
for ' pankiiid ! ""Be no word sjjpken of tiiemj except 
' regret and ont evident compulsion. ^ 

'Fcg tlie reader’s convenience we must note tke salient 
popits ; blit grudge to do it. Safient' points, now mostly 
wrapt ill O/XUS 5 aifd teiTes^rially interesting only to« the- 
lipidsrs,— -except on an occasion of this kind, when part of 
them happens to stick to the Mstory of a i'lieniorable man. 
To U¥i they ar^ mere bubblings-up of the genera! putrid 
fermentation of fte then Political World ; and are tOo un- 
lovely to 15b dwelt o|i longer tham indispensable. Triple 
Alliance, Quadruple Affiance, Congress of Cambrai, Congress 
of Soissons ; Conference o:^Pardo, Treaty of Hanover, Ti;eaty 
of Wuster^jausen, what are they ? Echo answers, What ? 
Rippex'da and the Queen of Spain, Kaiser Karl aiidffjhisf'Prag- 
matic Sanction, are fallen dim to every mind. The Troubles 
of Thorn (sad enough Papist-Protestant tragedy in their 
— who^^iiow cares to know of theift ? It is much if "we 
find a hearing for the poor Salisburg Emigrants wlien they 
get into Preiis%iii itself. Afflicted human nature oiiglit to 
be, at last, deiiveied from the palpably superfluous ; and if 
a 'few'^^ things memorable are to be remembered, millions of 
things iin^nemorable must first be honestly buried and for- 
gotten ! I|ut lo our affair,' — that of marking thb' chief 
^bubb.lfhgs-iip ill flie above-said Universal Putrid Fermenta- 
tion, so far as they concern us. * 

CofigTess of Camb?*ai ^ 

* We akeady saw Byng sea-figliting in the Straits of lies-' 
■siim; that was part of Crisis Second,— seq^uel, in powder-ancU' 
Crisis First, which had been in pa'per till then. The 
Powers' had interfered, by Triple, by' Quadniplev Alliance, to 
e quench tile Spaiiisli-Austriap Duel (about Apanage for Baby 
, Carlo*, and a quantity of other Shadows) : ^ ^ Th-iple /llliaiice 
4th January 1717, c .■ 
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was, we aiaj p.y, when I'jrance, l^ngiand, Holland laboriously 
soited-ont terms of agreement between Ka4ser and 'I^rma- ^ 
gant : ^ Quadruple ’ ^ was when Kiiser, af fer luueh coaxing, ^ 
acceded, ias fourth*^ party ; and said gloomily, Yes, ^tlien.’ 
Bjng's Sea-fight ' was w^hen Termagant §aid, ^ No, by— the 
»Ploi^, of Alberoni 1 Never will|I, for my part, accede to such 
terms ! ^ and atlackcd the po|r Kaiser in his Sicilies^ ancj 
elsewhere. 'Byhg's Sea-fighi, uii a^d of a suffering Kaiser ^ 
and his Sicilies, in consequence. FurtheriSore, the flench 
invaded Spain, tiH Messina were retakei^ - nay the English, 
by land too, made a 4ash ifc Spain, ‘ Descent 011 Vigo ^ 
as they call it, — in reference to which take tho following 
Note : ' .jj 

same year* (1710, year after Byng*s Sea-figlit/ Messina just 
about 1 ?eci!ptnred), ^ there took effect, planned by the vigorous Colonel , 
■Stanhope, our Minister at Madrid, who took persona! share in the thing, 
a Descent on Vigo,’* sudden swoop-dow n upon Tewm and shipping in 
those GalHcian, north-w^st regions. 'Which was perfec^y successful, — 
Lord Cobham leading ; — and made much Soise among mankind. Filled 
all Gazettes at that time ; but now, again, is all fallen'- silent for us, — 
except this one thrice-insignificant point, That was in it, ^*'in 
Handyside’s Regiment,” a Lieutenant of Foot, byfuame Sterne^ wdio had 
left, with his poor Wife at Plymouth, a very remarkable Boy called Lorry, 
or Lawrence ; kiiowm since that to all mankind. When Lorry fa his Life. 
writes, ^'^my Father went on the Vigo expediti on,’ V'eaderff may under- 
stand this was it Strange enough : that poor Lieutenantiof Jf no'w* 
pretty much all that is left of this sublime enterprise upon Vigot in the'^ 
memory"' of ma^ikind ;—hanging there, as if by a single hair, till poor 
Tridram Bhandy be forgotten too.’^ 

# 

In short, the French and even .the English invaded Spain ; ^ 
English Byng and others sahk Spanish ships'; Termagant 'ifas * 
obliged to pack-away her Alberoni, and give in., Sie had to 
accede to * Quadruple Alliance,*^ after all ; making it, so to 
speak, a Quintuple one ; making Peace, in fa* 

Congress to he held at tanibrai and settle the details. 

-flSth July 1718. ^ *'* ^ 

3fem&zrsf ef Lawrence Sierne^ written by kimseif fhr Ms Damgaier (see 
Anmml ^epsier, Year 1775, PP. SO'S^). • ^ 17th FcbraarV 1720. 
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C-^B^ess of Cambrai met- accordSigly ; in y>T £% — ^ in the 
course of the year/ Delegates slowly raining iiij—date, ‘^not 
fixable to a .-day or montk Congress i^as ‘ sat/ as we ^ said, 
— or.-, alls, was only still endeavouring to get seated, and 
wandering about among the chairSj-^wKen George i* came to 
Charlottenburg tha€ evening? October 1T23, and surveyed* 
rWiliielmiha with a candle. %Iore inane ^Congress never met 
in this world, nor will meet. ^ Settlement proved so difficult ; 
all the more, as^ neither of the quarreling parties wished it. 
Kaiser and TeniHcrant, fallen as if exhausted, had not the 
least disposition to agree ; lay diplomatically gnashing their 
teeth at one another, ready to fight again should strength 
return. Difficult for third", parties to settle on behalf, of ^sucli 
a pair. Nay at length the Kaiser’s Ostend Company came to 
light : what will third parties, Dutch and English Csplcially, 
make of that ? 

This poor Congi'ess, — let the reader fancy it, — spent two 
. years in ^ arguments aboFt precedencieslj’ in mere beatings of 
the air ; could not get seated at all, but wandered among the 
chairs, till ^ February 17£4.’ Nor did it manage to accom- 
plish any ' work raatever, even then ; the most inane of 
Huniai^ Congresses : and memorable on that account, if on 
no other. There, in old stagnant Cambrai, through tlie' third 
year and into the fourth, were Delegates, Spanish, Afistriaii, 
Exiglish, Dutch, French, of solemn outfit, with a big tail to 
each,' — *^Lord Whitworth/ whom I do not -know, ‘^Lord 
Polwarth’ (Earl of Marchmont that ivill be, a friend of 
■ Pope’s), were the English Principals : there, for about four 

pars, were these poor fellow-creatures busied, baling-out 
'water with sieves. Seen through the Horn-Gate of Dreams, 
the figure of them rises almost grand on the mind. 

certain bright young Frenchman, Francois Aroii,et,~ 

; spoiled for a solid law-career, but^ whose (E4ipe we saw 
triumphing in the Theatres, and who will, uiicier the new 
/ name of Vdimre, become veiy memorable io us, ---happened 

2 Scholl, il 197. ■' 
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t® be runnii%f?towards febiknd ^hat wav, one of his.rSanv 
irtS «#tually^saw th^ 'Congress, 

* it 1 llterft-'^ e^stence. Saw it, probab.’.y dped with 

as' sotib lT ^ notyetfalien to the spHere, 

part of It, the less despicable Vt,— as'a Piec& supremely 

2 ^ sumving Do-cu-' 

ment of this extraordmaiy Cftngress* Congr§ss’s own works 

Sfe^T^Z otherwise fallen to the^iders fotever. 

‘ whh the fL!!l^ i5i UnbSiS;_for Dubois, 

with the face like a goaP,’ i yet lived (first /ear of this Con 

S'l2iZmrZf!“^ ^’Orleans lived, intensely interested here 

i f ^ ^Cardinal, once pimp and 

SZSv'd- Archbishop of .this same 

Cambiai oy Divine permission’ and favour of Beelzebub 
was capable of promoting a young fellow if he chose : 

‘ To his Eminence Vardmal Dubois (from A-oaet J&ior) 

^ * -K- , * \KT ' • , . ‘ Oambrai, Julj^ 17gg. 

to Chmp^e, ft, LomL i„ Se “? 

Eminence liere : it is not tliono-lif -n expects your 

tH-skep Of yo;rVorLtelZ^.Zort^ 

your Eminence and for us all * * ^rv- i “ too bad for 

of a man who ’-regards your g;atfW E^L'e ^ 

creature ; and such a hand in conversaHm,^? ^ 

■ toingl willask’ of yourg^tfeceTESSlxTe "tTilm heT,“" 

ilie goodness to talk to ifie/^ * *5^ * ^ Eave 

! von Orleans, Briefs. * 

Vol‘ 1?’*'"' “* fS3S-iS34), kviii. 9S, 96. 
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Ai^st Junior on the shadf side. '*So iniiclitvil] testify that 
thissj Congress exist ;^that i#:s wiggeries and it were^'not 

always, ^wkft they now^ are, part of ^ nightmare- vision in, 
Human History. — * ^ ^ • 

♦ • • 

Elizabeth Fam^e, seein# at what rate the Congiess ' of 
^Csfiaibraf sped, lost all patpnce with it;* and getting more 
an^ more exasperations mere, ^at length employed one 
Eipperda, a sl.rprising Dutch Black-^kdist whom slie now 
had for to pull the floor froifl beneath it (so to^ 

speak), aii& send it home ii! that manner. Which liipperda 
did. All appropriate enough catastrophe, comfortable to the 
' reader ; upon which perhfips he will not grudge to read still 
another werd ? 

Congress of* Cmnbrai gets the Floor pulled Jrom under ii 

; Termagant Elizabeth had now one ^liipperda for Minister; 
a surprising Dutch adveliturer, once secretary of some Dutch 
embassy, at I^dricl ; who, discerning how the land lay, had 
broken loose ff.|m that subaltern career, had changed his 
'religion, insinuated himself into ■ ElizabeWs royal favour ; 

, ^and' Was now ^ Duke de Eipperda,** and a diplomatic bulldog 
0|^ the first tpality, full of mighty schemes and hopes ; in 
^ a-^new Alberoni to the Termagant Queen. This Eip- 
perda had persuaded her (the third year of our inane Con- 
gress now running out, to no pui'pose), Tliaf he, if he were 
sent direct "'to Vienna, could reconcile the Kaiser to her 
' ^Majesty, and bring them to Treaty, independently of Con- 
, , grosses. He was sent accordingly, in all privacy ; had reported^ 

, himself as labouring there, with the best outlooks, for some 
while pasi^; when, still early in 1725, tiiere occurred on the"* 
part of France, — where Eegent d'Orleans was now dead, and 
new politics had come in vogue,— that seiiciii% back** of the ^ 
poQr little Spanish Infants, ^ and marrying of young Louis xv. 

^ ‘ Sth April 1725* quitted Paris* (BarMer, Jmirmf du d€ Ipuis XK. 
L21H). ^ ^ 
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eterter^ wBioi *ove Elaabeth «d'tle Court of Spair; uot 
unnatarally, into a very delii^um of^indignation. 

• ^ r‘ rr »■> ‘k?* 

V '1 no„ particular reason, escept 

aat Prencli Loms wSs new about fifteeivand little SpaniSi 
^e^sa was only, eight; and 

or irpTicrt'"™^*’ none of , the wisest, there was, expl-es^ 
oymphut, an ardent lyish-ti, see* royal progeny seciLd ’ 
For which, of course, a wife of eight years wtufd not answer' 
So she was returned ; and even in a .blundering way it k 
SM , the French Ambassador at Madrid having prefaced his 

”f 7 f preludings'^Of 

bpt jvith a tempest of tears and howling lamenkions, as if 

Jjf mzabeth. Transport of indignation ras the matural 

ross"?rr“l * every .Frenchman tfb 

acioss the border within, say eight-and-fortf hours • reiectinn 
forever of all French* mediation ah CambiroT d ell ^ 

— ^'^itl^looks of delay 

«-ain withir^ir* *? ™ake rtraightivay a bar- 

at once Rinnerl*^^ ’ f “T* bargain, so it were made 

April 17 ‘^f ? " Titl ^^«th 

Apiii X i 5 titles and Shadows each of us sh.Il keen-nw 

his OTO lifetime, then they shall drop. A, fr,.lir;r • 

to Parma and. Piacenza amono- the rest lef t>i 1 

Treaty of T W 1 .+ „ ^He rest, let these be as in the 

the loug-sufferiug whe^b;, of tZ the? Z 

of Cambrai did straightway disappear tbp flp ’ • ^ 

--.w-ctrrsras-"- 

-• ‘ Scholl, H. 201 j Coxe, 5.235.250. 
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AroM; Jeune, in lT2i, saw %3 a coai«n?porary Fact, 
driniking champagne in r|mili«,,wigs, and arranging comedies 
for itself • « . 

« 

Ffance aM the Britannic Magenly ifhti the Ship again : How 
Fyiedrkh JWkdm came hit it. Treaty of Hanover, Vi 9,5 

Xlie publication of •this of Vienna (SOtli April 

17 gg^)^ — miraculous disappearance of the^ Congress of Cani- 
brai by witlidra^Tal />f the ^ floor from under it, and close 
union of tlie Courts of Spain and ''Vienna as the outcome of 
its slow iS-bours, — filled Europe, and chiefly the late mediat- 
ing Powers, mth amazement, anger, terror. Made Europe 
lurch suddenly to the other side, as we phrased it , — other 
gunwale now under -water. Wherefore, in name, 

' trim . your ship again, if possible, ye high mediating Powers. 
This the' mediating Powers were laudably alert to do. Due 
'de Bourbon, and his yoing King about to marry, w^ere of 
pacific tendencies ; anxious for the Balance : still more was 
Fleury, wiio Im^g^eded Due de Bourbon. Cardinal Fleury 
'(with Ms Pupil Louis under Mm, producing royal {progeny 
and nathing wmrse or better as yet) began, next year, his 
long supremacy in France ; an aged reverend geiitlenian, of 
slf,‘ delicately cunning wa)^s, and disliking war, as CTeorge .l 
did, 'unless when forced on him : now and henceforth, no 
mediating power more anxious than France to* have the ship 
ill trim. 

George and Bourbon laid their heads together, deeply 
pondering this little less than awful state of the Terrestrial 
Balance! and in about six months they, in their quiet waj^, 
suddenly came out with ■ a Fourth Crisis on the astonished 
’*p!lpiilatioiis, so aS' to 'right the Shipp's trim again, and more. 

^ Treaty of Hanover,’ this was their unexpec-ted mancravre ; 
done quietly at HerfenharAen, when his Majesty next wmt 
across for the Hanover hunting-season, ..Mere hunting 
but the diplomatists, as well as the beagles, were in readi- 
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ness there. *E;;en Friediich Wiihehu, ostensibly int§rt on 
hunting, was come over thi%r, his gibstrase irgens, with iheir 
. mkhorns, escorting ]?im ; Friedrich Wilhelm* hunting in un- 
expected sort, was persuaded to sign this Treaty; which 
makes it unusually interesting to us. An exceptional pro- 
•cedui-3 on the ppt of Friedri?h Wiiheim, wh(7 beyond all 
Sovereigns stays well at home, ci reless of affairs that are'not- 
his procedure betokenipg «otdiality at Hanover; and of 
good omen for the Double-Marriage , 

yet something . inSre, on Friedrich 
Wilhelms part. _ His rights on the Cleve-Juliclrt Countries - 
reversion of Jiilich and Berg, once Karl Philip shall decease: 
perhaps these high Powei-s, for a consideration, will 

K is •understood 

they gS^ promises of this kind, not too specific. Nay we 
hear fai-ther a curious thing: ‘France and. England, lookin^v 
or immediate war with the Kaiser, advised Friedrich Wilhelm 
to assert his rights oS Silesia.’ Which would llkve been an 
important procedure! Friedrich Wilhelm, it is added, had 
^tual Noughts of it; the Kaiser, in thos^^natters of the 
Bitte7-I)tenst, of the Heidelberg Protestants, and wherever a 
chance was, had been unfriendly, little less than insulting, to 
t. !f J^iihelm : ‘ Give me one single Hanpveriaa brigade, 
to show that you go along with me!’ said his Prussian 
Majesty ; but the Britannic never altogether would ^ 

™thsuch 

‘ f-"^PParatus as to be important in a H|nover Treaty. 

“ a dreadfiil way: 

teitamly if one can help the* Balance a little, why not ? Bu*t ' 
.uheh and Berg, one’s own outlook of reversion there, that 
IS the point to be attended to .-—Balance, I believe will 
somehow shift for itself I’ On these principles* FnWch 

ovefthicT*" ’ hunting.^ Treaty of Han- 

o.ti, vhich was to trim the ship, agafo, or even to fliake it . 

, * CEuvres de Frederic, i. 153. . * 

• Fassmann, p. 36S ; Forster, IfriiiMiic/i. p. 67. 
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lieel|tlie otlier way, dates itself 3a Septembir 1725, and is 
' of -yiis' pnrport «We'|liree, France, England, Prussia to 
stand by^eacb other as one man, in case §]iiy of us is^ attacked, 
— wHl invite Holland, Denmark, Sweden and every pacific 
Sor^weignty to jmn us in such "■convention,’’ — ^as they all 
gradually dill, had Ptiedrich fvYilhelm but stood firm, ^ 

- For it is a state of the^^ Balances liftle less than awfiiL 
Ruii;]|Our goewS that, by the Jlipper^a bargain, fatal to man- 
kind, d3on Carlos was to get the beautiful young Maria Theresa 
to wife : that woc£d[ fettle the Parma-Piacenm business and 
some others ; that would be a compensation with a witness ! 
Spain and Austria united, as in Karl v.’s time ; or perhaps 
some Succession War, or worse, to fight over again ! — r. ^ 

Fleury snid George, as Due de Boux'bon and George Had 
done, though both pacific gentlemen, brandished v^^Spons at 
the Kaiser; strongly admonishing him to become less for- 
midable, or it wo'uld be worse for him. Possible indeed, in 
such a shadow-hunting, <jshadow-hunted hour ! Fleury and 
George stand looking with intense anxiety into a certain 
.spectral sometlTbig, which they call the Balance of Power; 
mo end to their exorcisms in that matter. Truly, if each of 
' the' Royal Majesties and Serene 'Highnesses ■ would attend to 
his own AffirirSjc— doing his utmost to better his own land 
and people^ in earthly and in heavenly respects, a little,— he 
would find it infinitely profitabler for himself and others. 
And the Balance of Poiver w’ould settle, in that case, as tJie 
laws of gravity ordered : which is its one method of settling* 
after all diplomacy ! — ^Fleury and George, by their manifesto- 
ifig, still more by their levying bf men, George i. shovelling 
out bis English subsidies as usual, created deadl}^ qualms in 
the Kaiser ; who still found it unpleasant to admit Spanish 
GsOTisotts in Parma'*’ ; but found likewise liis Termagant Friend 
inexorably positive on that scoi*e ; and knew not what would 
'' become- of him, if he had to try fighting, and the Sea- 
Powers refused him cash to do it. 

Hereby was the ship trimmed, and. more; sliip now iiircliiiig 
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to the other^s^e again. Georg^i. ^oes subsfdying Hessians, 
Hanes; sounding manifestos,^ beating drums, fa an alafeing 
, manner : and the Kaiser, except it were ih* Russia, with the 
new Czafoa^ Catherine i. (that brown little woifian, now 
become Czarina),^ firJs qo ally to speak of. An unlucky, 
epectre-hunting, spectre - hunted *iKaiser ; -Rrho, amid so man? 

rums, manifestos, menaces, is n jw rolling eyes that witness 
everywhere consKlerable djsm%y... This is the Fourth gi-and* 
Ciisis of Europe; crisis or travail-throe of Mature, bringim^ 
forth, and unable To do it. Baby Carlos’s -Apanage and the 
Pragmatic Sanction. Fourth conspicuous change of colour 
to the universal lobster, getting itself boiled on those sad 
term^s, for twenty years. For its sins, we need not doubt ; 

cowardices, sloths g,nd greedv 
toIhes,m»well as those of Kaiser Karl ! 

At this Fourth change we will gladly leaw the matter, for 
a time; much wishing it might be forever. AI®, as if that 
were possible to us ! Meanwhile, let alBicted readere, looking 
before and after, readier to forget than to rei^mber in such a 
case, accept this Note, or Summary of all tne Seven together, 
by way of help: =” ’ 

^TramU-throes of Nature fm- Baby CariSA./foffan , 
Apanage ; Seven in Number * * 

. A'lliance, English, Dutch, French (i,h January im\ 

Sd t” ^sTme^P^ ■' ''^beroni-plotting; no Diiei.fightfng per- 
mitted . Same Powers, next year, proposing Terms of Aoi-eeraent - 

(18th Quadruple Allianse ' 

^ of War ; Byiig’s Sea-figiit^ and the oMier 
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C'cingrc^sh wearbic-ss li and gi‘t^ tiie floor 

pullo^frcna uinic^l it (liippor<ia* fpai, April I72>i) ; t!ui.t K#i?;er 
anirPm'Daeant ^ranked A]frnia|£i‘ wrapt In inystpry,— to 
Ike ic-rrcifj^jf Jimnkind* ^ 

*'4®f ,Trf^:ity of llaHover d-Vani’ey :E.n^iaml.t Prussia., »3d^ September 
1755) reatorestlie Balrwieesj, and more. Wiir in^ninent. I,b*'u.*-ia prh'aielv 
falls cd!V‘*"*“as we sball sfe, # « • 

t “ I * 

* [Time first Fmir He Imhind al ihk pohit ; but tl^re are Three others 
siUl a^mid^ tchteh canmt hhpe ttmse^pe (f/togeiher ; — name/f/;] , 

• 

Second Sputt^* of War: Termagant beweges^ Gibraltar (4tb 
Marcli 1727%*6tb 3Sarc1i*172B) : ijPeace at tbat latter date; — Congress 
of Soissons to settle tlie Apanage and oilier* points as formerly. 

^ Congress of Soissons XMtli June 1728— 9th November 1729)^' as 
formerly^ cannot in the least : Termagant 'whispers England ; — is 
Treaty of Se-^lle (9th November 1729)^ France and England midertaking 
for the Apanage. Congress vanishes; Kaiser is left solitaiiff""./!!!! the 
shadow of Pragmatic Sanction^, in the night of things. Pause of an awful 
nature: — but Fleury^does not hasten with the Apanage^ as promised. 
^VhereupoB;, at lengtii, ^ 

^7®. Treaty of Vienna (lOifi ^lareh 17S1): Sea-Pow'ers^ leading Ter- 
magant by the hanch Sea-Fowers and no France^, unite with Kaiser again,, 
according to the oH^law's of Nature and Baby Carlos gets his Apanage,, 

' 'in due course ;* — bui does not rest content with it, I^Iamina nor he, very 
long ! 

Huge si|:jectres and. absurd btigaboos, stalking tliroiigli the 
bituB^ of^ ckill thoughtless pusillanimous mankind, do, to a 
texiible extent, tumble hither and thither, and' cmise to lurch 
from side to side, their ship of state, and all that is embarked 
there, — hreah^ast-tahle^ among other things. Nevertheless.. 
^ if they were only bugaboos, and mere Shadows caused by 
: Imperial hand-lanterns in the geiieral Night of the w^orld,* — ■ 

^ ' ought tifey to be spoken of in the family, when avoidable ? 
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I •CHAPTER IV f 

DOUBLE-MAUBIAGE "TREATY CAKK.OT BE SIGNEI> 

» . ' • # 

Hitheeto the world-tides, an»i ebbs and flows of external 
Politics, had, by* accident, ^ratkei^ forwarded than hindered the 
Donble-Maniage. In the rear of such a Ti^aty of H^3,^^0Yer, 
triumphantly rigUting the Europ<^an BaSmces by help of 
Friedrich Wilhelm, one might have hoped this iitfle domestic 
.Treaty would, at last, get itself signed. Queen Sophie did 
hasten off • to Hanover, directly after her husband had left 
it under those favourable aspects : but Papa again proved 
unmai^l:able ; the Treaty could not be achieved. 

Alas, and why not ? Parents and Children, on both sides, 
being really desirous of it, what reason is there but it should 
in due time come t 1 ^ perfection, and, withoub^ aiinihilating 
Time and Space, make four lovers happy? No reason. 
Rubs doubtless had arisen since that Visit George i., dis- 
cordant procedures, chiefly about Friedrich "Wilhelm's recruit- 
ing operations in the Hanover territory, as shall be noted 
by and by : but these the ever- wakeful enthiisiasrij of Queen 
Sophia, who had set her whole heart with feti-gde on 
this Double -Marriage Project, had smoothed - down again : 
and now, Papa and Husband being so blessedly united in 
their World - Politics, wiiy not sign the Maniage - Treaty ? 
Honoured Majesty-Papa, why not! — Tush, *child, you do 
not understand. In thesS tremendous circumstances, the 
celestial Sign of the Balance just about canting,, and the 
Obliquity of the J^cliptic like to alter, how can one 'think of 
little marriages ? Wait till the Obliquity of the Ecliptic 
come steadily to its old "pitch i'- — 

Truth is, George was in general of slow, solemii, •Spanish,, 
,:turii of njaniiers;^ intolerably proud, too, since he got that 
Ehglisli dignity,' says Wiihelmim% : he seemed always tacitly 
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to look 'down on Fri^lric^i Wilhelm, as iC flie Prussian 
Maj^tj were alcind of inferior clownish Iiing in coiiipariloin 
It is certain Jie slibwed no eagerness to the Timty per- 
fected, Again and again, when specially applied to %y Queen 
'' Sojjhie, on Friedrich Wilhelm‘’s oixk^, h^ intimated only : 
was a ]Sxed‘*thiiig 5 Ifnt ^ not be hurried,— English Parlia-* 
pients were concerned in it, l|ie parties were still young,' and 
so OB ; — after which biief aiii^wi^r he would take you to the 
TOidoF, and asl, ^If you did not think the Herrenhauseii 
Gardens 'and theiH Leibnitz waterworks, 5nd clipped -beech 
walls, were father fine ’ 

In factf the English Parliaments, from whom money was 
so often demanded for our fat Improper Darlingtons, jean 
Impi'oper EJpndals and other royal occasions, would natorafly 
have to make a marriage-revenue for this fine Grsisilloii of 
ours, — Grandson Ei*ed, w^ho is now a young lout of eighteen ; 
leading an extremely dissolute life, they say, at liaiiover ; and 
by no means* the most beg.utiful of mortals, either he or the 
foolish little Father of him, to our old sad heart. They can 
wait, they can ! said George always. 

But undoubtedly he did intend that both Marriages should 
take elect : only he was . slow ; and the more you hurried 
him, perli^ps the slower. He would have perfected tlie' 
Tiwty ^ne^t year,' say the Authorities; meant to 8o' so, 
if wefi lei; alone but Townshend whispered withal, ^ Better 
not urge him.’ Surly George was always a man»of his word ; 
no treachery intended by him, towards Friedrich Wilhelm 
or any man. ®It is very clear, moreover, that Friedrich Wi!-^ 
h@lm, in this Autumn 17^5, was,^and was like to be, of tiigh 
importance to King! George ; a man not to be angered by 
dishonourable treatipent, had. such otherwise been likely on 
George’s part. Nevertheless. George did not sign the Treaty 
next 'year’ 'either, I-— such things Mving mter^iened';~nor 
£m next }mr afte# that, '% reasons tragically good m ' the 
lattei'^occasioii ! 

I ' ' ®. ' • ^ 

^ Poillnitz, Memoiren^ ii. 226, 228, etc. . ' ♦ ' 

' r EX-t-w; 
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These delay&^about the Doub]«fe*M.:*mage Treaty are^ not a 
pleasing feature of it to ]griedric|i Wilhehfi ; who it'^^very 
capable of 'being hurt by slights ; who^ at any rate, c^slilces to 
have loosft thrmns flying about, or that the business* of today 
should be shoved-over upon tomoiTow. And so Queen Sophie 
4ias her own sore difficulties; driven thif^ between the Bar- 
barians (that is, her Husband), and the deep Sea (that isj^her* 
Father), to and* fro. NeverU,ie|ess, 'since al^ parties to^ the 
matter wished it, Sophie and the younger parties getting even 

■ enthusiastic about' it ; and since the mattfr itself was a'ood* 

. • • # ® ^ 
agreeable so far to Prussia and England, to '' Protestant 

Germany and to Heaven and Earth, — might not Sophie 

confidently hope to vanquish these and other difficulties ; and 

so bring all things to a happy close ? « 

HacT^fl^ not been for the Imperial Shadow-huntings, and 
this richety condition of the celestial Balance! Alas, the 
outer elements interfered with Queen Sophie in a singular 
manner. Huge forfign world-muyements, springing from 
Fiemia and a spectre-haunted Kaiser, and spreading like an 
avalanche over all the Earth, snatched-mp; tMs little Double- 
Marriage question; tore it along with tnem, reeling over 
precipices, one knew not w^hitherward, at such a rate^as w-as 
seldom seen before. Scarcely in the Minerva Press is there 
record *bf sudi surprising, infinite and inextric.^>]e #b.^tructi‘%ns 
to a wedding or a double- wedding. Time, and space, which 
cannot be annihilated to make two lovers happy, w^ere here 
turned topsyturvy, as it were, to make four lovers, — four, or 
at the very least three, for Wilhelmina will not admit she was 
ever *t!ie least in love, not She, poor soul, either with loo^ 
Fred or his English outlooks, — ^four young creatures, *a,iid one 
or more elderly persons, superlatively wretched; and even, 
literally enough, to do all but kill some of them. * 

What is noteworthy too, it proved wholly inane, this huge 
world-ocean of Intrigues and Imperial ^Necromancy ; fan dry 
at last int^ absolute nothing even for the Kaiser, and rSiglit 
as well^npt have been. And Mother and Father, on the 
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Prusmn side, were dr%n ito despair and |lrefty nearly to 

'delivum by itf and oi|’ poox; yomig Frite got tonneiftied,, 

' scourged^ and tlnx>ltled in body and in sonl by it, til lie grew 
to loathe" the light of the^sun^ and in fact looked soln to have 
qidtted said light at one stage of tl-i^ bifsiness. 

We are ♦now afproachiilg Act Second of the Dwble^ 
-MaMagej where Imperial Ordnance-Master Graf von Seckeii- 
dorf^ a Black- Artist of supre*ne ^quality, clispatched from 
VienM on secret errand, crosses the Palace Esplanade at 
Berlin on a summer evening^of the year 1726;’ and evokes 
all the demons on our little Crown-Prince and those dear to 
him. We must first say something of an important step, 
shortly antecedent thereto, which occurred in the Cipwn- 
Prince’s ed^acational course. 


CH^^PTER T 

CKOWH-PRI^^PE GOES INTO THE POTSDAM GITAKDS 

Amid such commotion of the foreign elements and the 
domestic, an important change occurs in the Crown-Prince's 
course o| schooling. It is decided that, whatever be' his 
progress Jn»the" speculative branches, it is time he shcToId go 
into the Army, ,aiid practically learn soldiering. In his 
fourteenth year, 3d May 1725,^ not long' befoi'e the Treaty 
of Hanover, he was formally named Captain, by Papa in IVar- 
Council. Grenadier Guards, Potsdam Lifeguards, to lie the 
rt^giment ; and next year he fe nominated Major, and, a 
: vacancy •occurring, appointed to begin actual duty. It is on 
, the * 20th of August 1726 that he first leads out his battalion 
to the, musfer/ on those terms. His age is not yet fifteen by 
four months ; — a very tiny MajoF among t!>ose Potsdam 
* giants Hut by rank, «Hve obseiwe, he rides ; and his horse ' m 

^ Preuss, i 265 106 ; and Buck fur Jedermann (a miffior Book t)f Ids* on the 
same subject, Berlin, 1837 }, ii, 13 . » ^ ^ 
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doiibtIess*‘'of tlie'due height. Arffl the tiny Cadet-dfilliiigs 
have ended ; long Files of G^-ants, s|>leiideiit Si gold-Ia6'b»aiid 
grenadier-caps, have^ticceeded ; and earnest woii;: iptead of 
mimic, in that matter, has begun. ♦ 

However it may have -fared with his other school-lessons, 
here iiow is a schpol-form he is ^advancecf to, in %hich there 
will be no resource l^ut learning. Bad spelling might be over-* 
looked by those that had clfaige of it ; ba^ drilling ij not 
permissible on any terms. We need not doubt the Ch’own- 
Prince did his soldier-duty faitiifully, .and learned in every 
point the conduct of an officer : penalty as of Rhadamaiithus 
waited upon all failure there. That he liked it'is by no 
m^aMS said ; he much disliked it, and his disgusts were many. 
An airy young creature : — and it was in this time,«to give one 
instanc^^lhat that shearing of his locks occurred, which was 
spoken of above, where the Court-Chirurgus proved so mercifuL 
To clog the iviiiged Psyche in ever-retoriiihg parade-routine 
and military pipeclay,— it seems %"eir; cruel. But it is not to 
be altered : in spite of one'^s disgusts, the dull woih, to the 
last item of it, has daily to be done. , Whid'^proved' infinitely 
beneficial to the Crown-Prince, after all.''* Herleby, to his 
Athenian-French elegancies, and any promptitudes an^ brilli- 
ancies, there shall lie as basis an adamantine ^partaiism and 
Stoicism ; very rare, but very indispensable, for^ siyclF a 
superstructure. Well exemplified, through* after, life, in this 
Crown-Prince.** 


Of the Potsdam Giants^ as a Fad ^ 

His regiment was the Potsdam Grenadier GiisS'd ; that 
unique giant reginvsiiit, of which the world has heard so much, 
ill, a vague half-m}i:liical way. The giant-regiiiieiit w^as not a 
M}i:h, however, but a big-boned expensive Fact, tramping' very 
hard upon the earth at one time,«though now gone al? to theV 
ghostly st^te. it was a Class-Book^ so to speak, of our 
Friedriai*^*,— Class-Book (prir*ted in huge type) for a certain 
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branA of Ms scbooli%, the details of wlich are so dim, 
tile general ou%ome of it proved so unforgettable, 
— reade^, apart from their curiosity otjjerwise, may as well 
take* a glimpse of it or^ this occasion. Vanished* now, and 
grown a Giant Plmntom, the like «f it hardly again to be in 
this world ;* and b? accidenf, the very snyillest Figure? eve? 

•ranked in it makes it memorable there - 

• • 

* m 

• ^ 

With a "wise instinct^ Friedrich Wilhelm had disceriied tliat 
all things in PriSaia qiust pojiit towards liis Army ; that liis 
Army w'as the heart and pith ; the State being the tree^ every 
branch and leaf bound, after its sort, to be nutritive and 
productive for the Army's behoof. That, probably fon any' 
'Nation in the long-run, and certainly for the Prussian Nation 
straightway, life or death depends on the Army r^^iedrich 
Wilhelm's head, 4n an inarticulate manner, was foil of this 
just notion ; and all his life was spent in organising it to a 
practical fact. The morj^ of potential oattle, the more of life 
is in us : a maximtmi of potential battle, therefore ; and let it 
be the opthmuft^n quality ! How Friedrich Wilhelm cared, 
day and night, with all his heart and all Ms soul, to bring his 
Army |o the ^ supreme pitch, we have often heard ; and the 
more wei!?.ook into Ms ways, the more we are impressed with 
that/ac|, " It was the central thing for him ; all other things 
circulating towards it, deriving from it : no labour too great, 
and none too little, to be undergone for such an object. He 
watched over^it like an Argus, wdth eyes that reached every.- 
where. Discipline shall be as exact as Euclid; — short of 
perfection we do not stop ! '"Discipline and ever better 
discipliri^ ; enforcement of the rale in all points, improvement 
of the rule itself where possible, were the great Drill-sergeant's 
continual care.' Daily had some loop fallen, which might have 
^ne ravelling far enough ; but daily was he there to pick it 
up again, and keep thS wefc iinrent and solidly progressive. 

We said, it was the ^poetic ideal’ of Ei'iedrich Wilhelm'; 
who is, a dumb poet in several particular, — and r«|i3res the 
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privileges of gc'iiius from those tftat his diimb poeiii. It 
miist be owned he rises into'|he fanflastic here^apd the#^^ and 
1ms crotchets of ultra-perfection for his Army, ’‘''’•hic^ are not 
rational tt all. Crotchets that "grew ever madd^er, the further 
he followed them. "This- Lifeguard Regiment of foot, /or 
•instance, in which the Crowil-Prince — Friedrich 

Wilhelm got it in his Fathers time, no doubt a regiment theB 
of fair qualities* and liejiasiept drillmg itj^improving it, as 
poets polish stanzas, unweariedly ever since : — and see now 
what it has grown to ! A Potsdam Giant^egiment, such as 
the world never saw, before or since. Three Battalions of 
them, — ^^two always here at Potsdam doing formal- lifeguard 
duty, the third at Brandenburg on drill ; 800 to the 
Battalion, — 2,400 sons of Anak in all. Sublime enough, 
liugeljf^rfect to the royal eye, such a mass of shining giants, 
ill their long-drawn regularities and mathematical nianoeuver- 
ings, — like some streak of Promethean lightning, realised here 
at last, in the vulgar tiusk of tilings,! 

Truly they are men supreme in discipline, in beauty of 
equipment ; and the shortest man of rises, I think, 

towards seven feet, some are nearly nine feet' high. ^ Men from 
all countries ; a hundred and odd come annually, as we saw, 
from Russia, — a very precious windfall : the restg/iave been 
coIlec%d, crimped, purchased out of every Europsan coucslry, 
at enormous expense, not to speak of other trouble to Hs 
Majesty. Jmiies Kiirkman, an Irish recruit of good inches, 
^ost him 1200J. before he could be got inveigled, shipped and 
brought safe to hand. The documents are yet in existence ; ^ 
and the Portrait of tliis Irish fellow-citizen himself, who is by 
no means a beautiful man. Indeed, they are all p^irtrayed ; 
all the privates of |his distinguished Regiment are, if anybody 
cared to look at them, ^Redivanoft* from Moscdw’ seems of 
far better bone than Kirkman, though still more stolid of 
aspect. One Hohmann, a borii^ PnBsian, was so tall, yoTfe 

^ Forster, ^andkicl^der Gischichte^ Geographie und Siatistik des Premsischm 
Mei<cks (Berfe, 1820), iv. i-gOj 132 not in'®, very lucid state. 
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coiild ijtotj tiiougli yoiirsfif mllj touch his bare%rown with your 
hanA^':Augiist %ie Stro:^ of Poland tried, on one occasion;, 
and coiiM not. Before Hohmann tiirnec^ up, there had been 
^ Jonas t!ie Norwegian l^lacksmith,’ also a dreaiSully tall 
monster. Giant «*^Macdoll,^ — waS to be married, no 
consent askeli on eiBier side, *lo the tall young woman, %%iclf 
datter turned out to be a decrepit old woman (ail Jest-Books 
kno\j the myt^)s~he Wso ^wts Irish friaiit, his name 
probably M^’DowalJ This Hohmann wm now FUlgehnmm 

fugleiiiai^'’ as ^ l^ve napied it, leader of the file), the 
Tallest of the Regiment, a very mountain of pipeclayed ^ flesh 
and bone.® 

Here, in reference to one other of those poor Giants, is^aii 
Anecdote firom Fassmann (who is very full on this subject of 
the Giants ; abstruse Historical Fassmann, often painiffiy cited' 
by us): a most «mall Anecdote, but then an indisputably, 
certain one ; — which brings back to us, in a strange way, the 
vanished Time and its peculations; as*the poorest authentic 
wooden lucifer 'may do, kindling suddenly, and peopling the 
void Night for laments, to the seeing eye ! — 

Fassmann, a very dark German literary man, in obsolete costume and 
garnitarC, lio^v living or what doing we cannot guess, found himself' at 
lharis, gazffig aboifct, in the year 1713 ; where, among other things the 
'Fair S|p ftermaiii was going on. Loud, large Fair of St. dermain, 

^ which lasts from Candlemas to the Monday before Easter ' ; and Fass- 
mann one day took a walk of contemplation through the same. Much 
noise, gesticulation, little meaning. Show-booths, temporary theatres, 
merry-anclrew^s, f leiglit-of-liand men ; and a vast public, drinking, dancingf 
gambling, flirting, as its wont is. Nothing new for us there ; only 
that it all lies five generations from us now. Did ‘^the Old Pretender/ who 
was then fc his expectant period, in this same village of St. Germain, see 
dt too, as Fassmann did ? And Louis xiv., he is at Versailles ; drooping 
fast, ' very dull to his Maintenon. And our little ?iitz in Berlin is a child 
'in arms';— and the world is all awake as usual, while Fassmann strolls 
^^irough th|s noisy inanity of show-booths, in the year 171^. 

StroIImg along, Fassmailli caiiii upon a certain booth with an enormous 

^ Forster, Pp'mssens Heiden im dirieg und Friedm (l^eriin, 184%), p 531 ; no 
; date, to the story, no evidence whafgrain of truth may be in it. ^ ^ 
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Picture hung aloft front of it: ^ Fictile o^’-a very tall maa^j in ^Iie^due 
liverj**, coat reachiag to his ankles, in grand, f peruke, cslfp and bigj^Cigron- 
plume, with these words, Gia^t AUermnd {GemMn Giant)^"' written - 
underneath.^ Partly from curiosity, partly for country's sake,'*x^assmann 
expended twopence ; viewed the gigantic fellow-creature ; admits li% had 
never seen one so tall ; though ^ Bentenrieder, the Imperial DiplomatM,' 
thought by some to be the tallest of nr^n, had cofne athw^t him once. 
This giant's name was Muller ; birthplace the neighbourhood of Weis- ^ 
senfels ; — ^a Saxon )*iike myself. He had ^ small German Wife, not 
half his size. He made money Feadify, ■ jhowing himsel&about, in France, ’ 
England, Holland ; ' — and Fassmann '^mnt his way, ^thinking no ii|p?»© of 
the fellow. — But now, continues Fassmg^nn : ^ 

^ Coming to Potsdam, thirteen years after, in the spring of 1726 , by 
his Majesty's order, to' — in fact, to read the Newspapers to his Majesty, 
and be generally useful, chiefly in the Tobacco College, as we shall dis- 
cover,»— ^ what was my surprise to find this same Giant Aliemand " of 
St. Germain ranked among the Bang's Grenadiers ! No doubt of the 
idehtity_ f Iferenewed acquaintance with the man ; his little German IFife , 
was dead ; but he had got an English one instead, ap uncommonly shifty 
creature. They had a neat little dwelling-house ' (&% most of the married 
giants had), ^ near the Pajace : here the Wife sold beer ' (brandy not 
permissible on any terms), ^ and lodged tra^ ellers ; — I myself have lodged 
there on occasion. In the course of some years, the man took swelling in 
the legs ; good for nothing as a grenadier ; and was IJke to fall heavy on 
society. But no, his little Wife snatched him up, easily getting his dis- 
charge ; carried him over with her to England, where he again became a 
show-giant, and they were doing very well, when last heard«of/ — in 
the Comitry-lFakes of George ii.'s early time. Aiic^ that the real 
Biograpliy of one Potsdam Giant, by a literary gentlenmii ^who Ifcd 
lodged with him on occasion.^ 

The pay of these sublime Footguards is greatly higher than 

cT>mmoii ; they have distinguished privileges ah!i treatment : 

on th^ other hand, their discipline is nonpareil, and discharg« 

is never to be dreamt of, while strength lasts. Poor ^J^irkraan, 

does he sometimes think of the Hill of How^tli, and that he 

will never see it more Kirkmaii, I judge, is ii«>t given to 

thought ; — considers that he has tobacco here, and privileges 

and perquisites ; and that Howt^ an^ Heaven itself^ is 

accessible to many a man. 

# # 

I # ^ ^ Fassmann, pp. 7^3-730. 

von. II. ^ 


D 
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Frieiirkh Wi^ehrCs Recrmting JDifficuUies * 

Tall\Hiett 5 not for this regiment ^niy, had become a : 
necessary of life to ' Friedrich Wilhelm. Indispensable to Mm 
almost as his daily bread. To hk heirt there is no road so 
ready as that of presenting a tall man pr two. Frlfeclrich 
* Wilhelm’s regiments are now, by his ejact new regulations, 
levigd and recruited each in ^s^wn*Canton, or specific district : 
th^C^ali males as soon as biirn are enrolled; liable to serre, 
when the;|^ have<^’ow]i to ye|rs and strength. All grown men 
(under certain exceptions, as of a widow’s eldest son, or of the 
like evidently ruinous cases) are liable to serve ; Captain of 
the Regiment and Amtmmin of the Canton settle between#them 
which gro*Hui-man it shall be. Better for you not to be tall ! 
In fact it is almost a kindness of Heaven to be gfiJed with 
some safe impediment of body, slightly crooked back or the 
like, if you much* dislike the career of honour under Friedrich 
Wilhelm. A general sli^dow of unquiet apprehension we can 
well fancy hanging over those rural populations, and much 
unpleasant haggf^ng now and then ; — nothing but the King’s 
justice that can be appealed to. King’s justice, very great 
indeed^ but heavily checked by the King’s value for handsome 
soldiers.^ ^ 

^ Hapg.il j his value for industrial labourers and incWse of 
population is likewise great. Townsfolk, skilful workmen as 
the theory supposes, are exempt ; the more ingenious classes, 
generally, hh Majesty exempts in this respect, to encourage 
them in others. For, on the whole, he is not less a Captain 
of Work, to his Nation, than of other things. "What he did 
' for Prussia in the way of industries, improvements, new manu- 
factures, new methods;'' in settling * colonies,’ teariiig-iip * 
drowned bogs and subduing them into dry cornfields ; in build- 
ing, draining, digging, and encouraging or foreing others to 
so, %ouH take a l<fng chapter. He is the enemy of Chaos, 
iiot^e friend of it, wherever you meet wil^ him. . 

For example, Potsdam « itself. Potsdam, now a peasant, 
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grassy^ leafy pliiee, branching onl e^densively in fine, stone 
architecture^ with swept pavements ; '^here^ a| in other //laices^ 
the traveller finds lai|i and water separated into tw^l fimm- 
inents^ — ^Iiiedrich Wilhelm found much of it a quagmire, land 
and water still weltering in one. In thcoC very years, Ms 
cuttings, einbanknients, buildings, pile-cfrivings there, are 
enormous ; and his perseverance needs to be invincible. For • 
instance, looking out, one n|ornkig aftei' heavy i^in, upon some 
extensive anti-quagmire operations and strong pile-drivin^^he 
finds half-a-furloiig of his latest heavy piling clgan gone. 
What ill the world has become of it ? Pooh, the swollen lake 
has burst it topsyturvy ; and it floats yonder, bottom upper- 
most, half-furlong of distracted liquid-peat. Whereat his 
Majesty gave a loud laugh, says Bielfeid,^ and commenced 
anew, Tlie piles now stand firm enough, like the rest of the" 
Earth’s crust, and carry strong ashlar houses* and umbrageous 
trees for mankind; and trivial maiijvind ca5 walk in clean 
pumps^ there, ^ shuddering, or sniggering at Friedrich Wilhelm, 

'as their humour may be. " , ■ 

No danger of this ^ Canton-system ’ of ree^'Ciitment to the 
more ingenious classes, who could do better than learn drill. 
Nor, to say truth, does the poor clayey peasant suffer figmii -it, 
according to his apprehensions. Often perhaps, c^ould lie 
count profit and loss, he might find himself a gair^r : 
career of honour turns out to be, at least, a career of practical 
Stoicism alid Spartanism ; useful to any peasant or to any 
pjince. ' Cleanliness, of person and even of mind fixed rigour 
of method, sobriety, frugality, these are virtues worth acquiring. 
Sobriety in the matter of drifik is much attended to here t" 
his Majesty permits no distillation of strong-waters in Potsdam, 
*or within so many nyJes;^ nor is sale of such allowed, except 
ill the most intensely select manner. The soldier’s pay is in 
the highest degree exiguous ; not above three half-pence a day, 
a common foot-soldier, in addition tcf'what rations M has ; « 

^ Baron c^e Bfelfeld, Zaires Famih’hes (second edition, Leide, 1767)9 i. 31.. 

* Fassmawnf p. 72S. • 
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— hut it is found adequate to its purpose, too ; support^ the 
'soWi^r^iii souiiS. Jiealth, Vigorouily fit for his work ; into which 
points Ids Majesty looks with his own ej^es, and will admit no 
duMety/ Often, too, if jiot already qfie?iest (as it ^ultimately 
g»ew to be), the peasant-solder gets holne for many months of 
the year, i soldier%loughman ; and labours for his IMng ill 
* the old way. His Captain (it is one gf the Captaiifs per- 
_ quiptes, who |s generally ^ •veteran of fifty, with a long 
'Sp«^;|an training, before he|gets so high)^ pockets the pay of 
all t£e'se^furlo«|hs,^upei'm|merary to the real work of the 
regiment and has certain important furnishings to yield in 

return..^Xirai 

At a.r^^j^3,Q^j^**^nrolment, in time of peace, cannot fall^ on 
many : ^ ir recruits in the year, to replace vacancies, 

will carry crisis. For we afe to note 

withal, the^ch* dislike regiment can, and should by 

rule, consist Prussians. These 

are generally in the Imperial Free-toTOS; Mn the 

Reich ’ or Em s they term it ; that is to say, , or is 
mainly to say,*^^ the countries of Germany that are not 

Anstiian or Prussian. For this foreign third-part too, the 
recruits must be got ; excuses not admissible for Captain or 
Co lone nothing but recruits of the due inches will do. 

Captaiq and Colonel (supporting their enterprise on frugal 
'adequate ^perquisites,’ hinted of above) have to be on the 
outlook ; vigilantly, eagerly ; and must contrite to get them. 
Nay, we can take supernumerary recruits ; and have in fagt 
always on hand, attached to each regiment, a stock of^ such. 
"Any, number of recruits, that stand, well on their legs, are 
. welcoiilfe ; and for a tall man there is joy in Potsdam, almost 
'as if he' were a wise man or a good nian.^ 

The consequence is,' all ■ countries, especially ail German 
countries, are infested with a new species of predatory tw'O- 
"T**leggea animals: Prussian i^ecruiters. .They glide about, under 
disguise if mecessary ; lynx-eyed, eager alinost a% the Jesuit 
hounds are ; not hunting, the souls of men, as thetspiritual. 
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Jesuits doj but tiaeir bodies in a iri-erc^ess carnivorous mp-nner. 

Better not to be too talb m#ny cormtry, a| present i /Irisli ^ ; 
Kirkman could not Jse protected by the 'legis of 'the^ritish 
•Constitution itself. In , general, hgwever, the PrassiaiF re- 
cmitei^ on British ground, reports, That ' lie people are t«“o 
^•ell off, that there* is little to beffone in^fhose parts. A Mb 
British sailor, if we .pick hiin up strolling about Memeff or* 
the Baltic ports, is , inexoi^abl}* cl^imeU by th^ Diplomat's ; 
no business doable till after restoration of him ; ai^^he 
proves a mere loss to us.^ Gemnany, Polisssiid, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, these are the fruitful fields for us, and there 
we do hunt with some vigour. • 

example, in the town of Julich there lived and worked 
a tall young carpenter : one day a well-dressed potitive-look- 
ing gentleman Baron von Hompesch,’ the records name 
him), enters the shop; wants ^a stout chestf, with lock on it, 
for household purposes ; must be gf such *and such dimen- 
sions, six feet six in length especially, and that is an indis- 
pensable point, — -in fact it .will be longer than yourself, I 
think, Herr Zimmermann : what is the cost.; when can it he 
ready'?’ Cost, time, and the x'est are settled. ^A right 
stout chest, then ; and see you don’t forget the size if too 
short, it will be of no use to me: mind ^’ — woMf 
GetomJ ’ And the positive-looking, xvell-clad genttei^an^oes 
his ways. At the appointed day he reappears ; the chest is 
ready we hope, an unexceptionable article ? ^ Too short, 

^ I dreaded ! ’ , says the positive gentleman. ^ ^ Nay, your . 
Homjiir,’ says the carpenter, ^ I am certain it is six feet six 
and takes out his foot-rule.— ^ Pshaw, it was to be longer 
than yourself.’ « Well, it is.’ — ^ No, it isn’t 1 ’ The car- 
penter, to end th^ matter, gets into his chest ; and will 
convince any and all mortals. No sooner is lie ' in, rightly 
fiat, than the» positive gentleman, a Prussian recruiting-officer 
in disguise, slams down the lid upi)n Mm ; locks it ; v^histleT^ 
in three sjout fellows, who pick-up the chest, gravely walk 
• * . ^ Despatches in the State-Paper Office. 
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through the streets wit|- iti*' open it in a safe place ; and fiiid,: 
— ^|,crTible to^relatcj — ^ihe po9r carpenter dead; choked by 
want ol air m this' frightful middle-passage of hisd Name of 
the cTowii is giveuj Jlili^h as above ; date not. And if the, 
thing had been only a popular Myth, is it not a signilicaiit 
one ? Buf it is too true the tall carpenter lay dead, ami 
*, Hdmpesch got ^ imprisoned for life ’ by the business. 

jpiirgermeistgrs of srhall J;owiis ^have been carried off ; in 
. oii^^ase, ^ a rich merchanl^ in Magdeburg,’ whom it cost a 
large siim^to ge^"free^again .“5 Prussian recruiters hover about 
barracks, parade-grounds, in Foreign Countries ; and if they 
see a tail soldier (the Dutch have had instances, and are 
indignant at them), will persuade him to desert, — ^to anake 
for the country where soldier-merit is understood, and a tall 
fellow of parts will get his pair of colours in no-timdT' 

But the highest stretch of their art w'-as probably that done 
on the Austrian* Ambassj^dor, — tall Herr von Bentenrieder ; 
tallest of Diplomatists ; ^vhom Fassmann, till the Fair of St. 
Germain, had considered the tallest of men. Bentenrieder 
was on his road §is Kaiser’s Ambassador to George i., in those 
Congress-of-Cambrai times ; serenely journeying on ; when, 

, near by lialberstadt, his carriage broke. Carriage takes some 
time in^mending ; the tall Diplomatic Herr walks on, 'will 
stretch fiiSRlohg legs, catch a glimpse of the Town ’withai, till 
they get it ready again. And now, at some Guardhouse of 
the place, a Prussian Officer inquires, not too reverently of 
a nobleman ^without carriage, '^Wlio are you?’ ^ Well* 
answered he, smiling, am Botschqfter (Message-bearer) 
irom his Imperial Majesty. And who may you be tliat 
ask ? To the Guardhouse with us ! ’ Whither he is 
marched accordingly. ^ Kaiser’s messenger why not ? ’ Being 
a most talF hanclso'ine man, this Kaiser’s BoUcliqfi^er^ striding 
along ' on foot here, the Guardhouse Officials iiave decided 

ke6p him, to teaich l^im Prussian drill-exereise and 
m 

^ Forsterj ii. 305, 306 ; PoIlrJtx, ii. 5fSj 519. • ^ 

® Stenzei, lit 356. ^ # 
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are thrown inW a singular quaifeJap^, when his Talets and 
suite come up, full of alarm disso^ing int«j loy* apd^cali 
him ® Excelknz ! ^ ^ ^ 

Tall Hferr von Bentenrieder accepted the prostrate apology 
of these Guardhouse Officials. But ' he naUirally spoke of 
€iiattor to George i. ; whose patSence, often fretted by com-* 
plaints on that head, seems to have taken fire at this tfan-* 
scendent instance of*Prussian i^solency. In consequence of this 
adventure., he commenced, says J^ollnitz, a system of dm^ive 
measures ; of repfisals even, an^l of altogt^her perenfJJtory, 
minatory procedures, to clear Hanover of this nui^iice ; and 
to make it cease, in veiy fact, and not in promise ^and pro- 
fession merely. These w^ere the first rubs Queen Sophie met 
with, in pushing on the Double-Maniage ; and* sore rubs 
they were, though she at last got over them. Coming on 
the back of that fine Charlottenburg Visit, almost within year 
and day, and directly in the teeth of such friendly aspects and 
prospects, this conduct on the pari of hivS Britannic Majesty 
much grieved and angered Friedrich Wilhelm; and in fact 
involved him in considerable practical troubles. 

For it was the signal of a similar set of loud complaints, 
.'and menacing remonstrances (with little twinges of fulfilment 
here and there) from all quarters of Germany ; a tempest of 
trouble and public indignation rising everywiieTe, t,|^l&:Vaini^- 
in upon Friedrich Wilhelm and this unfortunate ftobby of 
his. No riding of one'^s poor Hobby in peace henceforth. 
Friedrich Wilhelm ahvays answ^ered, w'hat was only super- 
, ficially the fact, That he knew’- nothing of these violences and 
acts of ill-neighbourship ; te, a just King, was sorrier tliafi 
any man to hear of them ; and would give immediate order 
that they should end. But they always went on again, iniich 
the same ; and never did end, I am sorry a jni?t King, led 
astray by his^ Hobby, answex’s thus what is only superficially 
the fact. But it seems he canno'l^ help it : his HoBby is tcc’^ 
strong for Mm ; regardless of curb and bridle in this iiistliice. 

t * 

* • ^ PollnilE, ii, 2<a7-209. 
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Let Bs pity a man of g|mim5 mounted on s#' ungovernable a 
leaping the ba:^ierSj in^ spite of Ms best resolntious* 
Perhap^'the poetlcf temperament is more liable to such morbid 
bias«^j iiifliixes of imaginative crotchet, and mere Toliy that 
capnot be cured ? * Friedrich Wilhelm %iever would or could 
disiBount fton his •Hobby but he rode him under tnuchr 
^sorifew henceforth ; under showers of anger and ridicule — 
^ contumelious words and ‘procedpt’es,^ as it wefe sa^va et Jkees^ 
bat|mBg rounS him, to a |eavy extent ; the rider a victim 
of TiSged^ and .fhrce^both ^ once. * 

Qiieoi Sophie's Troubles : Grumkow with the OM Dessmier^ 
aiid Grumkow without him ^ ^ 

m 

Queen Sophie had, by delicate management, got over those 
first rubs, and arrived at a Treaty of Hanover, and, clear 
ground again ; fa? worse 5ubs lay ahead ; but smooth travel* 

. ling, towards such" a goa|, was not pdSsible for this Queen. 
Poor Lady, her Court, as we discern from Willielmina 
and the Books, is a sad welter of intrigues, suspicions ; of 
treacherous chamber-maids, head-valets, picktiiank scouts of 
, official gentlemen and others striving to supplant one another. 
Sataifs Jjivisible World very busy against Queen Sophie ! 
IlRder a^^temis, much more under those of the Double- 
Marriage, 'her place in a kindly but suspicious Husband's 
favour was difficult to maintain. Restless aspirants, climbing 
this way or that, by ladder-steps discoverable in this abstrus^ 
element, are never wanting, and have the due eavesdropj)iiig 
sfttellites, now here, now there, ^ueen Sophie and her party' 
have to walk warily, as if among precipices and pitfalls. Of 
all which wide welter of extinct contem|^tibilities, then and 
there so inf^ortant, here and now become mhum quantities, 
ive again notice the existence, but can undcrtake^no study or 
^»*t?pecificj?tibn whatever.# T\^ Incidents, the latter of them 
datiiTg near the point where we now will sufficiently 
instruct the reader what % welter this was, in whi^hj, Queen 
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Sophie and. he/ bright little, S3h, ^th^ , new^ Major pf the'' 
Potsdam Giants^ had to pass^their eSstence. .• .;;; # 

^ Incideitt First fell out some . six,' years ago 'or morej— in* 
1719, year of the Heidelberg ^Protestants, 'of"' "Clement 'the 
Forg':.r, when Ms Majesty ^ slept for week! with a -pistol under 
his pillow,’ and had other troubles. . His Majesty, on ' one of* 
his journeys, which were ^Iwajs nianf,'was tr|jeii suddenly ill 
at' Brandenburg, that year : so violently' iU, that thi^Mng 
himself about to cfie, he sent fon his goyd Qiieeii, 8g;id made a 
Will appointing her Regent in case of his decease. His 
Majesty quite recovered before long. But Grumko\f and the 
Old, pessauer, main aspirants, getting wind of this Will, and 
hunting out the truth of it, — ^^vhat a puddling of 4he waters 
these two made in consequence ; stirring-up mire and dii't 
round the good Queen, finding she had been prefeiTed to 
them ! ^ Nay, Willielmina, in her i|ild wayj^believes they had, 
not ' long after, planned to ^ fire a Theatre ’ about the King, 
one ' afternoon, in Berlin; take his life, thex'eby 

securing for themsel\'^'<^i^t'|3f^jp^B^ prospect as there 
might be! Not ajMiant of it, thinks"-- Wilhdmina : -''the 
young Margraf/ o^^preeious- ''C30usin, of'^S^h’wedtyis jnot he'" 
Sister s-son of tha-|;l)id ..pessauer ? Graifis^^ of Great. 
Electof, even as isj. Papa oncp kife«| (anifcf'ijar pot)r 

Crown-Prince alsq^ made; away-- with), -t---th|t| young Margraf, 

, and his Hue •Fo^^^figer ^of an UncJ^ over/liim, is King in 
Prussia ! Obviously, they meaM'"'”to bum ,/that ^Theatre, and 
kill Papa ! ’ 'This is-.,. Wilhelmina’s dmiacted belief ; . as, 
doubtless, it was her Mothdt!s_.^ojpu4he day in question; a 
jealous, much-suffering, transcendently exasperated M/^her, as ' 
^ ^YQ see. 

Incident Second shows us those two rough Gentlemen 
fallen out 06, partnership, into open quarrel and even duel. 

^ Buel at the , Copenick Gate,’ murfi noised of in the dhll ol5" 
Prussian Books,— |hough always in a reserved manner ; not 
^ AVilbekiina, i 26, 29. ^ Bom. 1700 (antea^, vol, i. |),.402). 
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mm tte date^ as if tliat.^were dangerous, being clearly giYpii ! 
It '-^arje in the ..wake of that^. HanoYer Treaty, as is now 
guessed 'the two having taken opposite sides on that 
measure, and got provoked into ripping-np ol<f sores in 
general. Dessau was agumst King George and the Treaty, it 
appears ; having hi! reasons, family-reasons, of old staiiiliiig : 
"Grunikow, a bribeable gentleman, %vas having also per- 

hapsvhis reasoi\s. Enough, it ocame to altercations, objiirga- 
tior^|._^betweeii the two ; w^iich rose ever higher,' — rose at 
length to ..^vager^of-battle. .mdignant challenge on the part 
of the Old Dessauer ; which, however, Grumkow, not re- 
garded as a Baresark in the fighting way, regrets that his 
Chi'istian principles do not, forsooth, allow him to ao*xpt. 
The King is appealed to ; the King, being himself, though an 
orthodox Christian, yet a still more orthodox Soldier, decides 
That, on the wiiole, General Grumkow cannot but accept this 
challenge from the Field-iparshal Pz’ince of Dessau, 

Dessau is on the field^^ at the Copenick Gate, accordingly, 
— late-autumn afternoon (I calculate) of the year 1725 ^ 

waits , patiently till Grumkow makes his appearance, Gram- 
kow, with a , chosen second, does at last appear; advances 
pensively with slow steps. Gunpowder Dessao, black as a 
silent tj^gi^ercloud, draws his sword : and Grumkow— does 
nCfc ^dray *iis ; presents it undrawn, with unconditional sub- 
mission and apology : ^ Slay me, if you like, old Friend, wiiom 
I have injured ! " l%ereat Dessau, uttering nt> w^ord, utter- 
ing only sonip contemptuous snort, turns his back on the 
plienoinenoii; inoimts his horse and rides home.^ A divided 
man from this Grumkow' henceforth. The Prince w’-aited on 
her Majesty ; signified his sorrow for past estrangements ; his 
great wish now to^ help her, but his total inability, being 
^ ousted ' by Grumkow : We are for Halle, Madam, where our 
Ilegimeiit is ; there let us serve his Slajesty, since we cannot 
here ! ^^Aiid in fact" ther Old Dessauer lives mostly there 
in time coming ; sunk inarticulate in tactics of a rtruly deep 
^ PoIInitz, ii. 212, 214, ^ ^ Willielminaj l 903 93. 
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iiatnrej not ^stranding on politic*^ of ,a shallow; — iimii still 
memorable in the. mythic tr^itions of '"that place. ^ptBr to 
drill meii^ to perfectjon^ and invent iron ramrods, against the 
day they' shall be needed, than go jostling, on such terms 
with cattle of the Grunikow land ! And thus, w’-e perceive, 
*Grukikow is in, §.nd the Old Dessauer jout ; and there^ has 
been ^ a change of Ministry,’ change of * Majesty’s- Advisers,* 
brought about may the Ad\dce going be \^ser now ! » 

What the young Crown-Prim^e didj^said, thought, in such 
environment, of backstairs diplomacies, female sighs and 
aspirations, Grumkow duels, drillings in the Giant Regiment, 
is ns>t specified for us in the smallest particular, in the ex- 
tensive rubbish-books that have been written ^tbout him* 
Ours is, to indicate that such environment was : how a lively 
soul, acted on by it, did not fail to reatt, chameleoii-Iike 
taking colour from it, and contrari^vise taking colour against 
it, must be left to tHe reader’s imagination. One thing we 
have gathered and will not forget, That the Old Dessauer ^ 
is out, and Grumkow in, — that the rugged Son of Gun- 
powder, drilling men henceforth at Halle, and in a dumb w'ay 
meditating tactics as few ever did, has no share in -yie foul 
enchantments that now supervene at Court, ^ ^ 

CHAPTER VI 

m ' ^ « 

OEDKAXCE-MASTEB S^CKENBOBF CEOSSES ^THE « 
PALACE ESPLANADE 

The Kaiser’s tei^'or and embarrassment at tlie^ conclusion 
of the Hanover Treaty, as we saw, were extreme. War 
possible or likely ; and nothing but the termagant caprices of 
‘ Elizabeth Fariiese to depend om: ncf cash from the ♦ 
Powens I only campii-shot, invasion and hostility, from their ^ 
cash . ar«j' tiiem : What is to be don^ ? To ^ caress the pride 
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of Spain ’ ; to keep alive Ae hopes, in that quarter, of marry- 
ing their Don Carlos, the suppl^entary Infant, to our eldest 
Axchdu^iess t which indeed has set the S|a-Powers dreadfully 
on ife, but which does h^ave Parma and Piacenza ’'quiet for 
the present, and makes the l^^agmatic Sanction too an affair 
of Spain'^s own : this is one resoui’ce, though a poor on5 and* 
dangerous. Another is, to make allkpce with Russia, by 
well Mattering the poor Iittle^bio\ra jCzarina tliere : but is not 
that;'^, still poorer ? And wpat third is there ! — 

, There a third ’siorth bath the others, could it be got 
done : To detach Friedrich Wilhelm from those dangerous 
Hanover Confederates, and bring him gently over to ourselves. 
He has an army of 60,000, in perfect equipment, and m^mey 
to maintain them so. Against us or for us, — 60,000 plus oi' 
60,000 minus; — ^tliat mil mean 120,000 fighting men; a 
most, weighty item? in any field there is like to be. If it lie 
in the power of Tinman frt, let us gain this wild irritated 
King of Prussia. Dare a^y henchman *bf ours venture to go, 
with honey-cakes, with puttings and cajoleries, and slip the 
imperial muzzle well round the snout of that rugged ursine 
animal ? An iracund bear, of dangerous proportions, and 
justly irritated against us at present ? Our experienced 
Feldzeu^n^ier^ Ordnance-Master and Diplomatist, Graf von 
a conscientious Protestant, and the cuiiningest of 
men, able to lie .to all lengths, — dare he try it ? He has 
fought in all quarters of the wmrld ; and lied in all, w^here 
needful ; and^ saved money in all : he will try it, and will 
succeed in it too ! ^ 

The Second Act, therefore, of this foolish World-Drama of 
the, Doub%-Mamage opens, — on the llih May 1726,, to- 
wards sunset,, in the Tahagk of the Berlin Palace, as we 
gather ^ from laborious comparison of windy Pollnitz with 
other fiidistiiict witnesses of a dreary nature,— in the follow- 
ing manner : ■ ■ n ^ 

^ PdllBitJE, m 235 ; Stenzeljlii. 544 ; Forster, il, $9 ; iit ,235, 239 * 
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ymssiaii Majesty sits smoking at the window ; nothing 
particular going on. A ^quare-btiilt shortish steelgray 
Gentleman^ of mili-|^ry cut,. past fifty, is strolling^ over the 
ScMossplatz (spacious Square in front of the Palace),^ con- 
spicuous amid the sparse populations there ; pensively re- 
*breating himself, hi the yellow sunlight and long' shadows, as 
after a day’s hard ^ labour or travel. ^ Who is that ? ’ in-* 
quires Friedrich Wilhelm, suspending his tcha^co. Grumkow 
answers cautiously, after survey : He thinks it must-«»be 
Ordnance-Master Seckendorf ; tvho was with hip to-day ; 
passing on rapidly towards Denmark, on business that will, not 
wait. — ^ Experienced Feldzeugmeister Graf von Seckendorf, 
whom we stand in correspondence with, of late, and were 
expecting about this time ? Whom w^e have known at the 
Siege of Stralsund, nay, ever since the Marlborough times and 
the Siege of Menin, in war and peace;* and have always 
reckoned a solid reasonable man |nd soldier : Why has he 
not come to us ?’ — S Tour Majesty’ confesses Grankow^, ^his 
business is so pressing ! Business in Denmark will not wait. 
Seckendorf owned he had come slightly round in his eagerness 
to see our grand Revieiv at Tempelhof the day after to- 
morrow ; What soldier would omit the sight (so ^he was 
pleased to intimate) of soldiering carried tq^ the^. non-plus- 
ultra f But he hoped to do it quite incognito, %^ong Ihe 
general public ; — and then to be at the gallop again : not 
able to have the honour of paying his court at this time.’-' — 
^ Court r Narren-Possen (Nonsense) ! ’ ansu^ers Friedrich 
Will|elm,— and opening the window, beckons Seckendorf up, 
with Ms own royal head anH hand. The conversation of a 
man who had rational sense, and could tell him ahytMng, 
were it only news of foreign parts in a rational panner, was 
always w^elcome to Friedrich Wilhelm. 

And so Seckendorf, how can he help it, is installed in 
the Tabagie ; glides into pleasarnt cSnversation thefe. A < 
captiva|ing talker^; solid for religion, for the rights of 
German^y ^against intrusive French* and others: such insight, 
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oithoci^xyj sense and ingenuity; pleasant to hear; and,., all 
witb the due quantity of oil, though he ^ both sniiifles mxd 
lisps’; "tod h.as privately^ in case of jneed> a ccp)acity of 
lyings— for he curiously .distills you any lie^ in his religious 
alembicsj till it become tolei^ble 4o Ms conscience^ or even 
palatable, as elixirs^ are ; — capacity of double-distilled %ing" 
‘■probably the greatest of his day. — Seckendqrf assists at the 
grand. Review, ^1 3th May 17^^6; .witnesses with unfeigned 
adm^tion the non-plus-ultfa of manoDiiveriiig, and, in fact, 
the general management, military and other, of this admirable 
King/ Seckendorf, no question of it, will do his Denmark 
business snviftly, then, since your Majesty is pleased so to wish. 
Seckendorf, sure enough, will return swiftly to such a King, 
whose famiiar company, vouchsafed him in this noble manner, 
he likes, — O how he likes it ! 

In a w^eek or two, Seckendorf is back to Berlin ; attends 
his, Majesty on the annu§,l Military Tour through Preussen; 
attends, him everywhere, Jbecoming quite a necessary of life 
to his Majesty ; and does not go away at all. Seckendorf’s 
business, if his Majesty knew it, will not lead him ^away’; 
but lies here on this spot ; and is now going on ; the magic- 
apparatus, Griimkow the mainspring of it, getting ail ' into 
gear ! ^rmnkpw'' was once clear for King George and the 
Htinpver. ifeaty, having his reasons then; but now fie has 
other reasons, and is clear against those foreign connexions. 

hah— Yes, iny estimable, justly powerful Herr von 
Grumkow, h^re is a little Pension of 1000 ducats (only, 
500/. as yet), which the Imperial Majesty, thinking of 
tlie service you may do Prussia and Germany and him, 
gradousfy commands me to present;* — only 500/. by the 
year as je|; but. there shall be no ia%k of money if we 
prosper ! ’ 

And so there are now two Black* Aiiists, of the*first c|iiality, 
«^bTis^ oS the iiiiconsciots Fiiedrich Wilhelm ; atid Seckendorf, 

^ Pollriitz, ii. 335 ; Fassmann? pp. 367, 368.®^ ♦ / 

® Forster, Hi, 233, 232^^ see also iv. 172, 12 1, 157, etcf • 
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for^the next seven years^ will sti<5k 'to Friedrich Wilhe|m like 
Ms* shadow; and fascinate ^is whole existence and hi», as 
few wizards could have done. Friedrich * Wilhelm, like Si 
Paul ill ivlelita, warming ‘'his innoqent hands at the fe’e of 
dry branches here kindled fo^; him,--^what miracle of a 
wenoAaous serpent Js this that has fixed itself upon his finder ? 
To Friedrich Wilhelm’s enchanted sense it seems*" a bird-of-* 
paradise, trustfully perching ^here ; 'but it i| of the ixhip- 
snake kind, or a worse ; and will stick f o him tragicdly^ if 
also comically, for* years to com>3. Th^e world ha^ seen the 
comedy of it, and has howled scornful laughter upon Fried- 
rich Wilhelm for it : but there is a tragic side, not so well 
seen^ into, where tears are due to the poor King ; and to 
certain others horsewhips, and almost gallows-ropes, are due ! 
— ^Yes, had Seckendorf and Grumkow both been well hanged, 
at this stage of the affair, whereby the affair might have 
soon ended on fair terms, it had been welcome to mankind ; 
welcome surely to the •present Editor, for one ; such a saving ’ 
to him, of time wasted, of disgust endured ! And indeed it 
is a solacement he has often longed for, in these dreary opera- 
tions of his. But the Fates appointed otherwise; we have 
all to accept our Fate ! — 

Grumkow is sworn to Imperial orthodoxy, then, — pro- 
bably xlie wlpine mind (so to term it) went almy;| , ratter 
that way, and only his interest the other Grumkow is w^ell 
■ bribed, supplied for bribing others where needful ; stands 
orthodox ^ now, under' peril of his very head.^ All things 
havedseen got distilled into the palatable state, spiritual and 
economic, for oneself and t>ne'’s grand Trojan-Horse of iT 
Grumkow : and the adventure proceeds apace. Sediendorf 
sits nightly in the %^abagk (a kind of ^ Smoking parliament,’ 
as we shall see anon) ; attends on all promenades and jour- 
neys : one of the wisest heads, and so pleasant in discourse, 

* he is grown indispensable, and --a necessary of life to m 
Seckeniprf s Biogi;^pher computes, ^ he must have ridden, in 
, those ' sgv^n years, continually attending his Majesty, above 
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5 j,0 00^ German miles/ ^ ^ that is 25,000 English miles; a 
trifib xnore than the length of the Terrestrial Equator. 

In a nioiiMi or Iwo,^ Seckendorf, — ^sin§p Majesty vouchsafes 
to Imnonr ns by wishing it, — contrives to get nominated 
Kaiser’s Miiiister at Berlin :^^|«nlimited*prospects of Tabagie, 
and good talk, no% opening on Majesty;, And im|jkrtiaP 
"Griiiiikow, ill Tabagie or wherever ive arg, cannot but admit, 
now-and then, that the Excellent Herr Graf Ordnance-Master 
hai^aileal of reason in what he says about Foreign Politics, 
about intrusive French and Mother points. ^ Hin, Na/ muses 
Friedrich Wilhelm to himself, ^if the Kaiser had not been 
so lofty "On us in that Heidelberg-Protestant aftair, in the 
Ritter-Dienst business, in those damned recruiting” brabbles ; 
always a very high-sniffing surly Kaiser to us ! ’ For in fact 
the Kaiser has, all along, used Friedrich Wilhelm bitterly 
ill ; and contemplates no better usage of him, except in show. 
Usage? thinks tile Kaise^;: a big Prassian piece of Cannon, 
whom we wish to endian^ over to us f Did Peg com- 
plain of her ^ usage ’ ? — So that the Excellenz and Grumkow 
have a heavy problem of it ; were they not so diligent, and 
the Cannon itself well-disposed. ^ Those Blitz Franzosen 
(blasted French) ! ’ growls Friedrich Wilhelm sometimes, in 
the Tobacco-Parliament:^ for he hates the Fxench, and 
would f^imiove his Kaiser ; being German to the boiie, and 
of right loyal heart, though counted only a piece of cannon 
by some. For one thing, hiS' Prussian Majesty declines 
signing that ^Treaty of Hanover a second time: now’' wiieji 
the Dutch accede to it, after almost a year’s trouble^ with 
them, , the Prussian Ambassadol, singular to observe, ^ has 
no ordel's to sign ’ ; leaves the English with their Hollanders 
and Biitsi Igramoseii to sign by themselvep, this time.^ ^ We 

^ Anonymous (Seckendorfs Grand-Nephew), Verstick einer £iMtshsckr€iimfg 
des Fsldnmrschalis Grafm vm- Sechendorf 1792, I 794 t, s. 6. ■ 

^ I3tl7 August 1726 (Pretise, I. 37^. 

®*^drster, ii. 12, etc. I 

^ pth August 1726. (Boyer, The Pdiitcal SMc &f ^eai BrUmni^ moatlily 
periodical, ¥ol xxxiL p. 77, which is the number for July 1726.} * m 
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will wait, we^ will wait ! ’ thinks* his Pmssi§!i Majesty 
Who knows ? o , ^ 

^ Bot then Jlllich ^nd Berg ! ’ urges he always";-' Britannic 
Majesty and the Blitz Franzosen wete to secure me the rever- 
sion there._ That was the essential point ! ’ — -For this too 
Exceiienz has a rejnedy ; works out gTadnally a remedy ftom 
headquarters, the argiable dexLous man : ^ Kaiser will do the* 
like, your Majesty ; Kaiser hiOaself will secure it you I In 
brief, some three ^ months after Seckendorf s iiistalmgiifc^s 
Kaiser’^s Minister, not yet five months •since'" his appearance 
in the Schlossplatz that May evening, — it is now Hunting- 
season, and we are at Wusterhausen ; Majesty, his two Black- 
and the proper satellites on both sides all there, — a 
new and opposite Treaty, in extreme privacy, on tife l£tli of 
October 1726, is signed at that sequestered Hunting-Schloss : 

^ Treaty of Wusterhausen ’ so-called ; whidli was once very 
famous and mysterious, and caused ^pany wigs to wag. Wigs 
to wag, in those days especially, when knowledge of it was 
first had ; the rather as only half Icnowledge could be had of 
it ; — or can, mourns Dryasdust, who has still difficulties about 
some ^ secret articles ’ in the Document^ Courage, my friend ; 
they are now of no importance to any creature, ^ 

The^ essential purport of this Treaty,^ legible, td all ,fyes, is 
^ That Friedrich Wilhelm silently drops the Hanoteiv Tr^aCv 
and Blitz Franzosen ; and explicitly steps over to the Kaiserh 
side ; stipulate's to , assist the Kaiser with so many thousand, 
if, attacked in Germany by any Blitz Franzose«or intrasive 
Foreigner whatever. In return for which, the Kaiser, besides^ 
assisting Prussia in the like case w^ith a like quotity of 
'-thousands, engages, in circuitous chancery language/ To be 
. helpful, and humanly speaking effectual, in that gr#iid matter 
of Jiilich and Berg ; — somewhat in the following strain ; To 
our Imperial mind it does appear the King of Prussia h^ 
manifest right to the succession ili Jiuich and Berg 

^ BucUio^j i. 94 w. ’ 

'** Giv& ?n ixisfm (without the secret artfcles) in Forster, iv, 159-166. 
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groiiiKied on cypress ErhvergMcJi of not to speafe of 

% Deelfis subseqneni i the Imperial mind^ as supreme judge of 
such matters'' in the Reich^ -will not fail <|to decide |his Cause 
soon* and justly^ should it come to that. But we hope it 
may take % still h^ettei’ coqise : for Imperial mind will 
straightway set about persuading Kur-PMa to comply ^eace* 
*ably ; and even undertakes to have sometliing done, that w''ay, 
befote sis montlis pass.^^*^ ^ • 

‘**H^anly speaking, surely the Imperial npnd' will be effectual 
in the JiiSch anS Beig matter. But it was very necessary to 
use circuitous chancery language, — ^inasmuch as the Imperial 
mind, desirous also to secure Kur-Pfak’s help in this sore 
crisis, had, about three months ago,^ expressly engaged,, to 
Kur-Pfak," That Julich and Berg should not go to Friedrich 
Wilhelm in terms of the old Deed, but to Kur-Pfak"'s Cousins 
of Sulzbach, whom the old gentleman (in spite of Deeds) was 
obstinate to prefer ! There is no doubt about that fact, 
about that self~devouring«.pair of facts. To such straits is a 
Kaiser driven when he gets deep into spectre-hunting. 

This is the once famous, now forgotten, Treaty of Wuster* 
hausen, 12th October 1726 which proved so consolatory to 
the Kaiser in that dread crisis of his, Spectre-Hunt; and the 
effects of #iidb are' very fusible in this History, if nowhere 
efscA . Jt 'caught-up the Prussian-English Double-Mamage ; 
launched it into 'the huge tide of Imperial Spectre Politics, 
into the. awful swaggings and swajdngs of the Terrestrial IMra 
in general ;«» and nearly broke the heart of several Roy^l 
-...persons ; of a memorable Crown-Prince, among others. Which 
last is now, pretty much, its sole claim to be ever mentioned 
^ again, by mankind. As there was no performance, nor an 
' intention m{ any, in that Jiilich-Berg matter, Excellent Secken- 
dorf had the task henceforth of keeping, by art-magic ' or the 
g?'^^^matural method, — that is, by mere help of feumkow and 
tlii£. Devil, — ^his Prussian ICajesty steady to the Kaiser never- 

k ^ Art. V. IE 'Forster, Ebi supr^. • f 

® Treaty with KEr-Halz, x 6 th August 1726 (Forster^ 
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thtless. Always well-divided from ^ the English especially. 
Which the Excellency Seckendorf managed^to do* For sTx or ^ 
seven ye|^rs, comings! or, in fact, till these Sp'ectre-chasings 
ended, or ran elsewhither for consummation. Steady afways, 
jealous of the English; sometimes- nearly -mad, hut , always 
l-eady’ as a primed^ cannon : so Friedrich Wilhelm was accord- 
ingly managed t§ be kept; — ^his own^ Household gone almost 
into delirium ; he himself IcJbking out, with loyally fierce 
survey, for any AnJ:i-Kaiser War : ^ When do we go 
— though none ever came. And indeed nothing feme ; and 
except those torments to young Friedrich and others, it 
was all Nothing. One of the strangest pieces of Slack- Art 
ev^rdone. 

Excellenz Seckendorf, whom Friedrich Wilhelm so loves, is 
by no means a beautiful man ; far the reverse. Bodily, — and 

the spirit coiTesponds^ — a stilf-bacsked, petrified, stony, in- 
scrutable-looking, and most unbeai^tifiil old Intriguer. Por- 
traits of him, which are frequent, tell all one story. The 
brow puckered together, in a wide w^eb of wrinkles from each 
temple, as if it meant to hide the bad pair of eyes, which 
look suspicion, inquiry, apprehension, habit of double-distilled 
mendacity ; the indeterminate projecting chin,-wi:Oi its? thick, 
chapped under-lip, is shaken out, or shoved out, in fliiM-hopper 
fashion, — as if to swallow anything there ■ may be, spoken 
thing or other, and grind it to profitable meal for itself 
Spiritually he was an old Soldier let for hire ; an old Intriguer,, 
Liar, ^Fighter, what you like. , What we may call a humaiv^ 
Soul standing like a hackney-coach, this half-century past, with ' 

, head, tongue, heart, conscience, at the best of a discerning 
public and its shilliBg. ^ 

There is considerable faculty, a certain stift-necked strength 
in the old MIow; in fact, nature had been rather •kind^tP 
him ; and certainly his Uncle alid (Guardian, — ^the distin- 
guished^e^endorf who did the. Historia Lutheranmuiy a Ritter^ 
and'^ mail good mark, in Ernst •lAa Pwm of Saxe-Gotha’s 
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timej-^took p^iiis about his education. But Nature's gifts 
ha?l not prospar^d with him^: how could thejj^ in that 
hackney-«?oac!i way of life? Considerable gifts,^ we say; 
shrunk into a strange bankruptcy in the development of. them. 
A stiff-badiedj clo§e~fisted g^tleman^ with mill-hopper 
chin^ — with piickery much- inquiring eyesjt which have ever 
discovered any noble path for him in tliis, world. He is a 
stridtly orthodox Protestant ; Jealous about external points of 
m^’aLcoiiduct ; yet scruples not, for the JvaisePs shilling, to 
lie with Siiergy to ail lengths ; and fight, according to the 
Reichs-Hofrath code, for any god or man. He is gone mostly 
to avarice, in these mature yeax's ; all his various strengths 
turned into strength of gi’asping. He is now fifty-foRiv a 
man public in the world, esspecially since he became the Kaiser’s 
man : but he 1ms served various masters, in various capacities, 
and been in many 'wai's ; — and for the next thirty years w^e 
shall still occasionally meat him, seldom to our advantage. 

He comes from Aiispach oi*iginaliy ; and has kindred 
Seckendorfs in office there, old Ritters in that Country. He 
inherited a handsome castle and estate, Meiiselwitz, near 
Altenburg in the Thiiringen region, from that Uncle, Ernst 
of Saxe-:Gotlm’s man, whom we spoke of ; and has otherwise 
gained.-^ 'wegj.th ; all which he holds like ' a vice. 0/iee, at 
Mecselwitz, they say, he and . some young ' secretary, of a 
' smartish turn, sat workiixg or convei'sing, in a large i^oom xvitli 
only one candle to illuminate it : the secretary, snuffing the 
candle, snuffed it out : ^ Pshaw^,’ said Seckeiidorf impatient^, 
where did you learn to handle snuffers ? ’ ^ Excellenzr, in a 

place where there xvere two lights kept ! ’ replied the otherd 
,, — For the rest, he has 'a good old Wife at Meusehvitz, rvlio'i,. 
, is BOW oldf and' had never any children ; eifro loves him much, 
and is.'Biuch loved by him, it would appear : this is ideally the 
best feet I ever knew of him, — ^poor bankrupt creature ; gone 
alt to spiritual rheumatisn^ to strict orthodoxy, with unlimited 
mendacity ; and avarice as the general oiitoome ! §tif^-backedj 

(already ** 
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cl£»e-fisted strength^ all grown wooden or stony ; yei some 
little well of human sympatlijr does lie far in the interior r^ one 
wishes^ after all (sin^e he could not be got hanged in time for 
us)^ good "days to his poor old Wife .and him I He botlf lisps 
and SBiiffleSj as was 'mentioned^^; writes cunnii^ly acres 'Of 
"despatches to Prince Eugene ; never swears^ though a military 
man, except on gre^t occasions one oath, Jarm-Ueti^ — whiclf i 
is perhaps some flash-note Version "" of Chair-de-Dieu^^ like 
Parileu, ^Zounds and the rest of them, which the Devil^an^t 
prosecute you for ; whereby an economic man has thre pleasure 
of swearing on cheap terms. 

Herr Pdllnitz's account of Seckendorf is unusually emphatic ; 
babbling Polliiitz rises into a strain of pulpit eloquence^ in- 
spired by indignation, on this topic : ^ He affectM German 
downrightness, to which he was a stranger ; and followed, 
under a deceitful show of piety, all the principles of MacchiaveL 
With the most sordid love of mqney he ^combined boorish 
manners. Lies ’ (of tfie distilled kind chiefly) ^ had so become 
a habit with him, that he had altogether lost notion of em- 
ploying truth in speech. It was the soul of a iisurei*, inhabit- 
ing now the body of a war-captain, now transmigrating into 
that of a huckster. False oaths, and the aboininablest base- 
nesses,^ cost him nothing, so his object might be reached. He 
was miserly w-ith his own, but lavish with his Mast^r"«. money ; 
daily he gave most striking proofs of both these habitudes. ' 
And this was the man whom we saw, for a space of time, at 
the, head of the Kaiser’s Armies, and at the lielrg of the State 
and ,of the German Empire,’^ — shaving done the Prussiaii^ 
aflair so well. * 

This cunning old Gentleman, to date from the autumn of 
17£6, may be said to have taken possession Friedrich 
Wilhelm ; to have gone into him, Grumkow and he, as two 
devils ‘would^’liave done in the old miraculous times.: and, in 
many senses, it was they,. not the nominal proprietor 
lived ^ Bie^rich Wdlielm’s life. For the next seven ' years, a ’ 

• • i Pollnitz. ii. S^S. 
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figure went abc>pt, not doubting it was Friedrich , Wilhelin ; 
but ^1t %ms in repljty Seckendorf’-and-Grumkow much more. 
These conjuror and his man, both invisible, have caught 
their royal ivild Bear ; got a rope round his muzzle ; — and so 
dance Mm #bout ; Mow terrifying/ d.o\w exhilarating all ' the 
mar|£et by the praiifs he plays ! Grumkowr a very MaccKiavel'”' 
after Ms sort, knew the nature of the roy^l animal as no other 
did. ^ Gmmkow, purchased by ^his Pension of 5001, is dog- 
cii&p^t the money, as Seckendorf often urges at Yienna, Is 
lie not ? ^^nd they add a touch of extraordinary gift now and 
then, 40,000 florins (4,0001.) on one occasion : ^ for ‘ Grumkow 
diemi ehrlich (serves honourably),’ urges Seckendorf ; and again, 
^If anybody deserves favour’ {Gnade, meaning extra payb 
is this gentleman ; ’ — -waJirlich ! Purchased Grumkow has 
ample money at command, to purchase other people needed ; 
and does purchase*; so that all things and persons can be 
falsified and enchanted, as^need is. By and bj it has got so 
far, that Friedrich Wilheli^’s Ambassador at London maintains 
a cipher - correspondence with Gramkow ; and writes to 
Bhiedrieh Wilhelm, not what is passing in city or court there, 
but what Grumkow wishes Friedrich Wilhelm to think is 
passing,. 

Of ipsinuatlpns, by assent or contradiction, potent if you 
kiffovg th^ Mature of the beast ; of these we need not speak. 
Tabaks-Collegiuim has become a workshop : — human nature 
can fancy it ! Nay, human nature can still read it in the 
British State-if aper Ofiice, to boundless stupendous extent 
at4>ut ought mostly to suppress it when read. 

This^is a very strange part of Friedrich Wilhelm’s history; 
and has c^sed much wonder in the vw'ld : Wilhelniiim’s 
Book rather' aggravating than assuaging that feeling, on ,the 
part' of intelligent readers. A Book written long afterwards, 
•frcigiTer recollections •frouf her own oblique point of view; 
in a beautifully shrill humour ; running, nci imiiatoraly, into 
In 17^2: Forster, HL 233, , # t ^ 
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coijfused exaggerations and distortions of all kinds. Not 
Biendacionsly written anywhere, yet erroneously everywj^ere. 
Wilhelmina had no knowledge of the inagitiM machinery, ,that 
was at w5rk : _she vaguely suspects Grumkow and Seckei^iorf ; 
hut does not guess, in* the mad explosions of Papa, that two 
*deviL have got into Papa, and are doing the mischief. Trust- 
ing to memory alone, she misdates, mistakes, misplaces ^ 
Jumbles all thiilgs topsy-turyy; — giving, on the 'vdiole, an 
image of affairs which is altogether oblique, disloca^i, 
exaggerative ; and* which, in line, proves unintelligiblef'if yon 
try to construe it into a fact or thing done. Yet her 
Human Narrative, in that wide waste of merely Pedant 
Maqnderings, is of great worth to us. A green tree, a leafy 
grove, better or worse, in the wilderness of dead« bones and 
sand, — ^liow welcome ! Many other Books have been written 
on the matter ; but these, to my experience, only darken it 
more and more. Pull Wilhelmina straight^ the best you can ; 
deduct a twenty-five cB: sometimes dVen a seventy-five percent, 
from the exaggerative portions of her statement ; you will find 
her always true, lucid, charmingly human ; and by far the best 
authority on this part of her Brother’s History. State-Papers 
to soine extent have also been printed on the matter ; and' of 
written State-Papers, here in England and elsewh^’e,' this 
'Editor has had several hundred-w’^eights disti^ihi^ * 

but except as lights hung out over Wilhelmina, nothing yet 
known, of published or manuscript, can be regarded as good 
for much. ■ 

O' Heavens, had one but seven-league boots, to get across 
that inane country, — bottomless whirlpool of dust and cob- 
webs in many places ; — ^where, at any rate, we had so^ little to 
do ! Elucidating, /ectifying, painfully' contrasting^ comparing, 
let us try to work-out some conceivable picture of this strange 
Imperial Much ado abotit nothings and get our unfortunate 
Crown-Prince, and our unfortunate sel»^es, alive througkifcf**' 
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TOBACeO-PAKMAMEKT 
% . ^ * 

Ik these distresstag junctures, it may cheer the reiiclerV 
ispirits, and will tend to explain for him, wliat is coming, if we 
glance a little into the^Friedriph-Wilhelm Tahagie (Tabahs- 
or Smoking College), more worthy to be called 
Tobacib-Rniianient, of which there have "already been inci- 
dental notices* Far too remarkable an Institution of the 
country to be overlooked by us here. 

* # 

Friedrich Wilhelm, though an absolute Monarch, does not 
dream of governing without Law, still less without Justice, 
which he knows well to be the one basis for him and for all 
Kings and men.« His life-effort, prosecuted in a grand, 
unconscious, unvaiying aifd instinctive^ way, may be defined 
rather as the effort to fina-oiit everywhere in his affairs wdiat 
w^as justice ; to make regulations, laws in conformity with 
tliat, and to guide himself and his Prussia rigorously by these. 
Truly he is not of constitutional turn ; cares little about the 
wigs anS formalities of justice, pressing on so fiercely towards 
tire essence.-, i^ia fact of it ; he has been known to tear asunder 
the wigs "and formalities, in a notably impatient manner, when 
they stood between him and the fact. But Prussia has its 
Laws withal, tolerably abundant, tolerably fixed and supreme 
and the meanest Prussian man that could find out a definite 
Law, coming atlnvart Friedrich Wilhelm’s w'ratli, would check 
Friedrich Wilhelm in mid-volley, — or hope with good gimiiid 
to do it. , IJope, we say ; for the King is |n his own and his 
people’s' eyes, to some indefinite ■ extent, always himself the 
supreme ultimate Interpreter, and grand living cg^dex, of the 
J^.ir:?%»««-always to somesiiid^nite extent;— and there remains 
for*^i subject man nothing but the appeal PMMp in 
some rash cases ! On the whole, however, 'Friedricli^l'Y^Jlielm 
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is |>y no means a lawless Monarch; nor are his Prossians ' 
slaves by any means : they patient, stput-Searted, sul:]|ect ' 
men, with a very considerable ,^quantity of radical ^re, very- 
well covered in ; prevented from idle explosions, bound to' 
a respectful demeanoiii, and espe«;ially to hdd their tongues as 
tnnch as possible. ^ ' ■ ' "*■ 

Friedrich Wilhelm has not the least shadow of a Constito-* 
tional Parliamenl, nor even a Rrivy-Cbuncil, as we understand 
'it ; his Ministers being in general mere Clerks to register a#d 
execiite what he had otherwise resolve^ upon : bi^ Se had 
his Tahaks-Collegkm^ Tobacco-College, Smoking Congress, 
Tahagie^ which has made so much noise in the world, and 
which, in a rough natural way, affords him the uses of a 
Parliament, on most cheap terms, and without the formidable 
inconveniences attached to that kind of Institution. A 
Parliament reduced to its simplest expressioti, and, instead of 
Parliamentary eloquence, provided with Dufcli claypipes and 
tobacco : so we may delfine this celebrated Tabagie of Friedrich 
Wilhelm^’s. 

Tabagies were not uncommon among German Sovereigns 
of that epoch : George i. at Hanover had his Smoking- 
room, and select smoking Party on an evening ; and even 
at London, as we noticed, smoked "nightly, \vettihg Ms 
royal f hr oat with thin beer, in presence of and 

of his lean Mistress, if there were isO ■. other company. 
Tobacco, — in,troduced by the Swedish soldiers in the Thirty- 
Years War, say' some; or even by the ''English soldiers 
ill the Bohemian or Palatinate - beginnings of said War, 
say- others tobacco, once 4iown them, was enthusiastically 
adopted by the German populations, long in ivant «5f such 
an article; and haj? done impoii:ant multifarious,, functions 
ill that country ever since. For truly, in Politics, Morality, 
mid all departments of their Practical and Speculative 
"affairs, we may trace its influences, good and 
’ this day. 

.Influgnc^s generally _bad ; paeiflpatory but bad, engaging 
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you ii| idle cloody dreams still worse, promoting compoiure 
amniig the palgably chaotic apd discomposed ; soothing all 
things into kzy pkce ; that all things jpay be ieft^ to them- 
selves very much, and to the laws of gravity and decomposition. , 
l^Tiereby German* affairs aij* come to^be gi’eatly overgrown 
■with funguses in oiTr Time ; and give sym|:ii;oiBS of dry Iiid of 
* wet ro t wherever handled. 

George i.,' we say, Bad hin Tabagie ; and other German 
fevei^igns had : but none of them turned it to a Political 
Institution, as "Friedrich Wilhelm did. The thrifty man ; 
finding it would serve in that capacity withal. He had taken 
it up as^ commonplace solace and amusement : it is a reward 
for doing strenuously the day’s heavy labours, to wind -them 
up in thib manner, in quiet society of friendly human faces, 
into a contemplative smoke-canopy, slowly spreading into the 
realm of sleep and its dreams. Friedrich Wilhelm was a man 
of habitudes ; hii evening Tabagie became a law of Nature to 
him, constant as the setting of the suii. Favourable circum- 
stances, quietly noticed and laid hold of by the thrifty man, 
developed this simple evening arrangement of Ms into a sort 
of Smoking Parliament, small but powerful, where State- 
consultetions, in a fitful informal way, took place ; and the 
weightiest afFaii*s might, by dextrous management, cunning 
insinuatior/ and luanoeu^'ering from those that understood the 
art and the place, be bent this way or that, and ripened 
towards such issue as was desirable. 

To ascertain what the true course in regard to tiiis or the 
^ other high matter will be ; what the public will think of it ; 
and, in short, what and how the Executive-Royal shall Jo 
therein": this, the essential function of a Pariiainent and ^ 
Privy-Couccil, was here, by artless cheap ^ciethods, under the 
^ bidding of mere Nature, multifariously done ; mere taciturnity 
and sedative smoke making the most of what natural intellect 
o.tSS-’^r might be. The substitution , of Tobacco-smoke for"“ 
Parliamentary eloquence is, by some, hgld to be A great 
improvement. Here is Smelfungus’s opinion, quaintly' ex- 
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'pre&edj^ with a smile ia it, which perhaps is not ^all of 

joy: ' ^ * # 


' '^TobaccO'%moke is tlie toe element in whicli, hj oiir Europear-^ maiiiicrs, , , 
men can sit silent togetlier witliout embarrassment, andVbere no man is 
bound to speak one word more tkan b#|ias actually* and verfably got to 
&y. Hay, ratber eve|?y man is admonisbed and enjoined t^y tbe laws of 
honour, and even of personal ease, to stop short of that point; af all * 
events, to bold bis pfeace® and take to bis pipe again, tbe instant be has 
spoken bis meaning, if be chance lo have any. The results of which 
salutary practice, if introduced into Constitutional Parliament^ 
evidently he incalculable. The essence of what Jittle mteliectj^lfiid insight 
there is in that room : we shall or can get nothing more out of any 
Parliament; and sedative, gently-soothing, gently-clarifying tobacco- 
smoke (if the room were well ventilated, open atop, and the air kept 
goo J),^ with the obligation to a minimum of speech, surely gives human 
intellect and insight tbe best chance they can have. Best chance, instead 
of tbe worst chance as at present : ah me, ah me, who will reduce fools 
to silence again in any measure } Who will deliver men from this hideous 
nightmare of Stump-Oratory, under which the gmndest Nations are 
choking to a nameless dealji, bleeding (too» truly) from mouth and nose 
and ears, in our sad days ? * ■ ■ 


This Tobacco-College is the Grumkow-and-Seckendorf chief 
field of action. These two gentlemen understand thoroughly 
the nature of the Prussian Tobacco-Parliament ; have studied 
the conditions of it to the most intricate cranny : no English 
Whipper-in or eloquent Premier know's his " Sk.* StephenJs 
better, or how to hatch a measure in that dim hot element. 
By hint, by innuendo ; by contemplative smoke, speech and 
^rbearance to speak; often looking one way and rowing 
toother,— they can touch the secret springs, anS guide in a 
surprising manner the big dangerous Fireship (for such every'" 
^ State-Parliament is) towards the haven they intend* for it 
Most dextrous Pfriiament-men (Smoke-Paiiianiient) ; no 
Walpole, no Dundas, or immortal Pitt, First or Second, is 
cleverer in « Parliamentary practice. For their Fireship, 
though smaller than the British,^ is \«ery dangerous 
Look at this, for instance: Seckendorf, one evening, 
contrary fo his 'wont, which was prostrate respect in easy 
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forms, and always 'judicious subiuission of one's own wellker 
Jii%ment5 towai^s his llajestyii — ^has got into some difficult 
defence ^of «the ^[aiser; defence very ^^fficult, or^in reality # 
impbssible. The caiitioMs man is flustered by the intricacies 
of Ms posfjion, his Majesfy's indignant counter-volleys, and 
th^ perilous necessity there is to do the « impossible cfn thS 
^ spur of the instant ; — gets into emphasisj^answers liis Hajesty's 
volcanic fire by incipient hef.t of his own ; and, in short, 
seems* in danger of forgetting himself, ^ and kindling the 
Tobacc(?:?^*arliament into a mere conflagration. That %vili be 
an issue for us ! And yet who dare interfere ? Friedricli 
Wilhelnfs words, in high clangorous metallic plangency, and 
the pathos of a lion raised by anger into song, fall hottet’* iiid 
hotter ; Seckendorfs puckered brow is growing of slate-colour ; 
his shelf-lip, shutting violently, lisps and snuffles mere uiicon- 
ciliatory matter on earth will become of us ? — 

^ Hoorn ! Boom dextrous Grumkow has drawn a Hummino- 

^ ^ O 

top from his pocket, and suddenly sent it spinning. There it 
hums and caracoles, through the bottles and glasses ; reckless 
what dangerous breakage and spilth it may occasion. Fried- 
rich Wilhelm looked aside to it indignantly. ^ What is 
, that inquired he, in metallic tone still high. ^Pooh, a toy 
I bought for Jlie little Prince x\ugust, your Majesty : ajn only, 
tryipg it ' His Majesty understood the lunt, Seckendorf still 
better; and a jolly touch of iaughtei*, on both sides, brought 
the matter back into the safe tobacco-clouds again.^ 

This Smqkiiig Parliament or TabaJes- Collegium of h,^^ 
Prussian Majesty was a thing much talked of in the world; 
but till Seckendorf and Grumkow started their grand opera- 
tions there, its proceedings are not on record ; nor indeed till - 
then had Cts political or parliamentary 'ifunction become so 
decidedly evident., 'It' was originally a simple Smoking-Club; 
got together on best of Nature, without ulterioS* intentions.: 
cKff^^tnus English Parlliame-fM themselves are understood to* 
lia’i'e been, in the old Normaii time, me»e royal ^Chriytmas- 
^ Forster, it no. ^ 
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Fe^ivitiesj with natural colloquy or between* King' 

'and Nobles ensuing thereupaij and what ly^est consiiltaflon 
concerning the arduous things of the realm the circumstances 
gave rise to. Such parleyings or consultations^ — ^always® two 
in number in' regard to every matter, it would ,,see.;hy or even 
Ihree-^ one sober, ®ne drunk, and one ' just after being dnpik, 
— ^proving of exjreme service in practice, grew to be Paiiia- * 
ineiit, with its three readings, ^d what not. 

A Snioking-rooi'p,— with wooden furniture, we can s^po^, 
—in each of his Majesty’s royal Palaces, was set for 

this evening service, and became the Tabagie of his Majesty. 
A Tabagie-room in the Berlin Schloss, another in the Pots- 
dam,* if the cicerone had any knowledge, could still be pointed 
out:— but the Tobacco-pi|?^^ that are 'shown as^Fiiediich 
Wilhelm’s in the Kunsilcammer or Museum of Berlin, pipes 
wdiicli no rational smoker, not compelled to it, would have 
used, awaken just doubt as to the^cicerones ; and you leave 
the Locality of the Tabagie a thing conjectural. In summer 
season, at Potsdam and in country situations, Tabagie could 
he held under a tent : we expressly know, his Majesty held 
Tabagie at Wusterhausen nightly on the Steps of the big 
Fountain, in the Outer Court there. Issuing from Wuster- 
liausen Schloss, and its little clipped lindens, vFesteiii 

side ; passing the sentries, bridge and black ditclf, 

Prussian eagles, vicious black bears, you com.e upon the. royal 
Tabagie of Wusterhausen ; covered by "an awning, I should 
-•^liiiik sending forth its bits of smoke-clouds, ^iid its hum 
'of human talk, into the wide free Desert round.' ■ Any room 
'that was large enough, and had height of ceiling, and air- 
.circulation and no . cloth-furniture, would do: and in each 
Palace is one, or iRore than one, that has been ^ifixed upon 
, and fitted out for that object. 

^ ; A high Mrge Room, as the Engravings (mostly worthless) 

'. give it us : contented saturnine hQman figures, a 
of them, ptting rciind a large long Table, furnished for the 
occasion ; ^ long Dutch pipe in the mouth of each man; 
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sepplies of k^aster easily accessible ; small pan of burling 
pe^^' ill tlie Djitcli fashion. («aiidy native charcoal, which 
burns s|pwly without smoke), is at yoiy left liarwli; at your 
right; a jug, which I li»d to consist of excellent thin bitter 
beer. Other costlier materials for» drinking, if you want such, 
ar^ not beyond reach. On side-tables staid wholesome cold- 
*■ meats, royal rounds of beef not wanting, ^dth bread thinly 
sliced and buttered : in a rastic but neat and abundant way, 
s^h Innocent accommodations, narcotic orjiutritious, gaseous, 
fluid Si£>solid, hs human nature, bent on contemplation and 
an evening lounge, can require. Perfect equality is to be the 
rule ; nb rising, or notice taken, when anybody enters or 
leaves. Let the entering man take his place and pipe, with- 
out obligt^ory remarks : if he cannot smoke, which is Seckeii- 
dorf’s case for instance, let him at least affect to do so, and 
not ruffle the established stream of things. And so, Puff, 
slowly Pff* ! — and any comfortable speecli that is in you ; or 
^ none, if you authentically „have not any, 

OH official gentlemen, military for most part ; Grumkow, 
Derschaii, Old Dessauer (when at hand), Seckendorf, old 
' General Flans (rugged Platt-Deutsch specimen, capable of 
h€adi& or backgammon, capable of rough slashes' of sarcasm 
when he opens his old heard for speech) : these, aiH tlie like 
^ thes,e, Intimate confidants of the King, men who could 
speak a little, or who could be socially silent otherwise, — 
seem to have been the staple of the Institution. Strangers 
of mark, who happened to be passing, were occasional giiests-^-. 
Ginckel the Dutch Ambassador, though foreign like Secken- 
' , dorf, was well seen there; ganulous Pdllnitz, who has 
wandered over all the world, had a standing invitation. * 
Kings, high Princes on visit, were sure ipj have the^ honour. 

' The Crown-Prince, now and afterwards, was often present ; ' 
oftener than he liked, — ^in such an atmospher€i in such an^ 
* The littlf Prfnces were all ■wont to come 
doffing their bits of triangular hats, ‘ and did Ripa good- 
night. One of the old Generals would sometimes^ pat them 
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thrliigH their exercise; and the little creatnres^-were nnwilHng 
to go away to bed." • . * « ^ 

III sucl^ Asseniblagp, when business of importtoc^ foreign 
or domestic,- was not occupying the royal thoughts,— flie 
Talk, we can believe * was* ramoling and *multifai 3 ons : the 
Say’s \m1ting5 if <at Wiisterhausen ; tlie*^' day’s news, if* at 
Berlin or Potsdgim 5 old reminiscences, too, I can fancy, * 
turning up, and talk, even in ^eckendorf’s own time, about 
Siege of Menin (wljere your Majesty first did me the huno® 
of some notice), Siege of Stralsund, and#— -duly on S<^tember 
11 th at least — Malplaquet, with Marlborough and Eugene: 
what Marlborough said, looked : and especially Lotfiim, late 
Feldimarschali Lottum ; ^ and how the Prussian Infantry held 
firm, like a wall of rocks, when the horse were swepf away, — 
rocks highly volcanic, and capable of rolling forward too; 
and ^ how a certain Adjutant ’ (Derschau smbkes harder, and 
blushes brown) ^ snatched poor Tet^u on his back, bleeding 
to death, amid the iron whirhvinds,, and brought him out of 
shot-range.’ ® ^ PIm, na, such a i)ay, that, Herr Peldzeug- 
meister, as we shall not see again till the Last of the Days ! ’ 
Failing talk, there were Newspapers in abundance ; scraggy 
Dutch Courants, Journals of the Bhine, Famas^ Frankfurt 
Zeitungs ; with which his Majesty exuberantly sujpplied him- 
self ; — being willing to know what was passing in^tbe 'Ijigh 
places of the world, or even what in the darJc smfFy Editor’s 
thoughts was passing. This kind of matter, as some picture 
the actual hour, his Majesty liked to have |ead to him, 

. even during mealtime. Some subordinate character, with 
clear windpipe, — all the better too, if he be a book-man, 

9 cognisant of History, Geography, and can explain everything, 
— -usually reads the*^ Newspaper from some high ?eat behind 
backs, wMle his Majesty and Household dine. The same 


^ ^ Died ][p9. ^ *****A^ 

® Miiiiair-Lexzkon^ iv. 78, § Major-General von Tettaii, and i. 34^ 
§ Derschan, #Tbis was '"'"tbe beginning of Derschau’s favour with Frie'dricb 
Wilhelm, Wh^ had witnessed this piece of faitllful work. 
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.subordinate personage may be worth his place in the Tabagie, 
should Ms function happen to^-prove necessary there. Even 
book-men^ though generally pedants and mere bags of wind 
and^ folljs are good fo: sopiething, more especially if rich 
mines of t|uizzaMIitj turn, ou’c to be workable in them. 

Of Gimdlmg\ and the -Literarjj Men in ^otacco-Pmimment 

Friedrich Wilhelm had, in succession or sometimes sirrml- 
taneousfjj) a number of such Nondescripts, to read liis News- 
papers and season his Tabagie; — ^last evanescent pliasis of 
the old "'Court-Fool species ; — who form a noticeable feature 
of his environment. One very famous literary geiitlemaB. of 
this description, who distanced every competitor, in the 
Tabagie and elsewhere, for serving his Majesty’^s occasions, was 
Jakob Paul Ginidling; a name still laughingly remembered 
among the Prussian People. Guiidling was a Comitry- 
ClergymaMs son, of the^ Nlirnberg quarter; had studied, 
carrying, olF the honours, in various Universities ; had read, 
or turned over, whom cartloads of wise and foolish Books 
(gravitating, I fear, towards the latter kind) ; had gone the 
' Grand^Tour as travelling tutor, ^as companion to an English 
gentleman.'* ^He had seen courts, perhaps camps, at, lowest 
dtigs an<J inns; knew in a manner, practically and theo- 
retically, all things, and had published multifarious Books of 
his ownd The sublime long-eared erudition of the man was 
not to be coiitested ; manifest to everybody ; thrice and foin*- 
times manifest to himself, in the first place. 

In the course of his roaming^ and grand and little tours, 

' ^ he had come to Berlin in old King FriecliicMs time ; had 
thrown pol^der'in the eyes of men there, mnd been appointed 
to Professorships in the Ritter- Academy, to Chief-Heraldsliips, 
— * Historiographer ' Royal,’ and perhaps other riion ours ,■ and 
'“*?^m§Tuments. The '^Ihole'^ of which were cut-down by , the 

1 List of them, Tweiity-one in immber, mostly on learned AFtlqiiarlan sub- 
jects, —in Forster, ii. 255, 256. ® , , 0 « 
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ratMess scythe of Friedrich Wilhelm, ruthlessiy mowing his 
field clear, in the manner we saw at his Accgs^ion. Wher&y 
* learned gr|iidiIoq-aen% Gnndling, much addicted to liquor by 
this^ time, and turning the comer of forty, saw himself cast 
forth into the general wilderness; that is to say, walking the 
streets of Berlin, with no resources but what lay within hkn- 
self and his own^ hungry skip.' Much given to liquor too. 
How he lived, for a year or twcT after this, — erudite pen and 
braggart tongue his only resources, — ^were tragical to: saf? 
At length a famous Tavern-keeper, the ^ £eipz?ge Pol^-Ham 
(Leipzig Kill-Cow, or Boisierotis-Jacky as they call him, 
finding what a dungeon of erudite talk this Gundling-ivas, and 
how gentlemen got entertained by him, gave Gmidling the run 
of his Tavern (or, I fear, only a seat in the drinking-room) ; 
and it was here that General Grumkow found him, talking 
big, and disserting de omni scibili, to the ancifet Berlin gentle- 
men over their cups. 

A very Dictionary of a man ; whp knows, in a manner, all 
things ; and is by no means ignorant that he knows them ; 
Would not this man suit his Majesty ? thought Grumkow ; 
and brought him to Majesty, to read the Newspapers and 
•explain everything. Date is not given, or hinted a-t*; but 
incideiijally we find Gmidling in full blast in , the^ year 
1718 ’;^ and conclude his instalment w^as a yea? iwd 
before. Gmidling came to his Majesty from .the Taproom of 
Boisterous- Jack ; read the New’-spapers, and explained every- 
mr--fhmg: such a Dictionary-in-breeches (much’ giveij to liquor) 
as liis Majesty had got, was never seen before. Working 
into the man, his ' Majesty, ivho had a great taste for such 
Jiliings, discovered in him such mines of college-learning, 
court-learning, withcmt end ; self-conceit, and deptlx of appe» 
tite, not less considerable : in fine, such Chaotic Blocklieadista 
with the coiimousness of being Wisdom, as was wondrous to 
behold,- — as filled his Majesty, especially, with laughter 
joyful amazement. -•"Here are mines of native Darkness and 

^ ¥o#Loen, J^kine Schriftm^ i. 201 fcited ia Forster* L 260), 

VOL. II, • ■ w 
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Huroaii Stapi(J3tY, capable of being made to pbospliorescelmd 
<5itr\'esce,»~-are %ere notj your^Majest}’ ? Omiiiscieiit Gtind- 
Jing^ wa% a jlrinie resoiirce in tbe Tabagie, for maip' years to 
come. Man -with siibKiner stores of iong-eared Learning 
and OiiiimcieBce ; man more destitute of Mother- wit, was 
^ nowhere to be met^ with. A man, bankrupt of Motlier-mit 
who 1ms squandered any poor Mother- wit he had in the 
process of acquiring his stfolime long-eared Omniscience; 

J^etained only depth of appetite, — appetite for 
liquor aiuong other things, as the consummation and bottom- 
less cesspool of appetites : — is not this a discovery we have 
made, in Boisterous-Jack’s, your Majesty ! 

The man was an Eldorado for the peculiar qmzjsing 
humour of his Majesty ; who took delight in work- ^ 

nig him, when occasion served. In the first years, he had to 
attend his Majesty on all occasions of' amusement; if yon 
nivite his Majesty to dinner, Gundling too must be of the 
party. Daily, otherwise, Gundling ' was at the Tabagie ; 
getting drunk, if nothing better. Vein after vein, rich in 
broad fun (very broad and Brobdingnagian, such as suits 
there), is discovered in him : without wit himself, but much 
the ^use of wit. None oftener shook the Tabagie with 
inextinguishable Hahas: daily, by stirring into him, you 
could wrinkle the Tabagie into grim radiance of banter and 
silent grins. , . 

^He wore sublime clothes : Friedrich Wilhelm, whom we saw 
dress-up his regimental Scavenger-Executioners in French«««iia^ 
costume, for Count Rothenburg’s behoof, made haste to load 
Gundling with Eathships, Kammerherrships, Titles such as 
fools covet ; — .gave him tolerable pensions too, poor devil, and- 
even funccions, if they were of the imaginary or big insig- 
nificant sort. Above all things, his Majesty dressed him, as 
. fortunate ambitious courtiers. Superfine scarlet 

gold button-holes, Black-velvet facings and embroideries 
, without end: * straw-coloured breeches ;«ired silk stockings,’ 

' ^^Ifh probably blue clotks to them, and shoe with red * 
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heeis ’ : on his learned head sat an immense doiid-perfwig of 
white goat’s-hair (the man now growing towfifds fifty) ; in the 
► ' hat a red feather : — m this guise he walked" f he streetS| the. - 
gold Key of Kammerh^rr (Chargbeiiain) cjnspicuoi^Iy hang- 
ing at his coat-breast ; atid looked proii 41 y down” upon the 
worlds when sober* Alas^ he was often not sSber ; and fiehds ^ 
in human shape were ready enough ta take advantage of his 
unguarded situation. No man suffered ruder taniiig-and- 
feathering and his only comfort was his bane that 

he had, under such conditions, the use •of the royal cellars, 
and could always command good liquor there. 

His illustrious scarlet coat, by tumblings in the ditch, soon 
got. dirty to a degree ; and exposed him to the biting censures 
of his Majesty, anxious for the respectability of his Hofraths. 
One day, two wicked Captains, finding him prostrate in some 
lone place, cut oft' his Kammerherr Key ; ani privately gave it 
to his Majesty. Majesty, in Tabagi^ notices Gundling’s coat- 
breast : ^ Where is your Key, then, Heix Kammerherr ? ’ ^ Hiii, 
hall— unfortunately lost it, Ihro Majestat!’ — ^^Lost it, say 
you ? ’ and his Majesty looks dreadfully grave. — ^ Key lost ? ’ 
thinks Tabagie, gi’ave Seckendorf included : ^ Jarni-Uen^ that 
is something serious ! ^ As if a Soldier were to drink his 

aiuskeh!’ thinks his Majesty; ^And what are tk^-Jaws^pif an 
ignorant fellow is shot, and a learned wise one es6ap€?i?'’ 
Here is matter for a deliberative Tabagie; and to poor 
Gundling a bad outlook, fatal or short of fatal. He had 
v,r:.:i?stter not even drink much; but dispense with«consolation, 
and keep hiS' wits about him, till this squall pass. After 
much ' deliberating, it is found that the royal clemency can be 
extended ; and an outlet devised, under conditions. Next 
Tabagie, a servant enters with one of the biggest trays in the 
world, and upon it, a ^Wooden Key gilt, about ah ell long’ : 
this gigantic Implement is solemnly hung round the re*pentaiit 
Kammerherr ; this he shall wear publicly as penance, and 
upon his Ijphaviour,’' till the royal mind can relent. Figure 
the poot Blockhead till that happen ! ^ On recovering his 
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Gietal" key, he- goes to a smith, and has it fixed on ^Hth 
wire*’ 

What Giiiidling thought to himself, etiiid these pranks and 
IioasiiigS;^^we do not know, > The poor sotil was not bom a 
fool ; though he h|id become one?, % college-leaming, vanity, 

^ strOiig-cIrink, and the ’ivorld’s perversity ana his own* under 
good guidance, especially if bred to stiict usilence, he might 
have been in some measure a fuminous object, — not as now a 
piospl^escent^one, shining by its mere rottenness ! A sad 
* Calanmy of Authons ’ indeed, wdien it overtakes a man ! — 
Poor Giindling probably had lucid intervals nmv and then ; 
tragic fits of discernment, in the inner-man of him. He had 
a Brother, also a learned man, wdio retained his senses* mid 
was even* a rather famed Professor at Halle; whose Portrait, 
looking very academic, solemn and well-to-do, turns up in old 
printshops ; whqse Books, concerning Henry the Fowler {De 
Hsmico Aucupey ^ Kaisc^’ Conrad and other dim Historical 
' objects, are still coimiltaye, — though with little profit, to my 
experience. The name of this one was Nkohms Hkronpim ^ ; 

‘ ours is JaJml) Pmd^ the senior brother,-— once the hope of the 
House, it is likely, and a fond Father s pride, — in tliat jioor 
old Niimberg Parsonage long ago ! 

Ja|;ob Pj^l likewise continued to write Books, on Ikaiiden- 
bufg Hemldries, Topography, Genealogies : even a ^ Life ' or 
two of some old Brandenburg Electors are still extant from 
"his hand ; but not looked at bow by any mortal He had 
been, perhaps . ivas again, Historiographer Royal ; and fc?^ 
bound to wnite such Books : several of them he printed ; and 
we hear ^ of others still manuscript, ^in five folio volumes 
'' written He held innumerable half-mock Titles ancF 

Offices ; among ^ others, , was actual President of the^ Berlin 
Royal Society, or AcacUmie des Sciences^ Leibnite's , pet 
daughter, — there Giyidling^ actually sat in , offiSe and drew 
salary, , for one 'Certfdiity. ^ As good he as , another,’’ 
thought Friedrich Wilhelm : ; « What is tl# use of |Iiese solenni 
fellows, in their big perukes, with their crabbed fj\ and 
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sci^^ntific Pedlar’s-French ; doing notMng that I caji see, 
except annually the Berlin which ^they live iipsa ? 

■ Let them^iive upon it, and be thankful; '"with Gunpiiig' for 
their head man.’ 

Academy of Sciencei^ makes ife Almmiac^'kilA sonife peciilium 
piofit by it ; lectures perhaps a little bn Anatomy ’ (good 
for something, that^ in his Majesty*s mind); but languishes* 
%vithout encouragement during the present reign. Has Ms 
Majesty no prize^questions to propose, then? None, mt 
worse. He once officially put these le§,rned AssociB?!SI upon 
ascertaining for him ‘ Why Champagne foamei? ’ They, with 
a hidden vein of pleasantry, required ^ material to experiment 
upon.’ Friedrich Wilhelm sent them a dozen, or certain 
dozens; and the matter proved insoluble to this^ay. No 
King, scarcely any man, had less of reverence for the Sciences 
so-called ; for Academic culture, and the ait of the Talking- 
Schoolmaster in general! A King obtuse to the fine Arts, 
especially to the vocal •Arts, in a high degree. Literary fame 
itself he regards as mountebank fame ; the art of wilting big 
admirable folios is little better to him than that of vomiting 
long coils of wonderful ribbon, for the idlers of the marketplace; 
and he bear-baits his Gmidling, in this manner, as phosphores- 
cent blockhead of the first magnitude, worthy of nothing better. 

Nay, it is but lately (1TS3 the exact year)^ that "lie ^did his 
ever-memorable feat in regard to Wolf and Ms Philosophy, at 
Halle. Illustrious Wolf was recognised, at that time, as the 
..._pcond greater Leibnitz, and Head-Philosopher of Nature, who 
^ by mathematical method ’ had as it W'*ere taken Nature in the 
fact, and illuminated everything, so that whosoever rail might 
^ read, — which all manner of people then tried to d|53 btit have 
now quite ceased t-^ying * by the Wolf-method’ :-j““Iiiimortal ' 
Wolf, somew^hat of a stiff, reserved humour, inwardly a little 
proud, andriiot wanting in private contempt of j:he con- 
""temptible, had been accused ofj hettjrodoxy by the 
Theologians. Imriortal Wolf, croakily satirical withal, had 
of coui^e Jlefeiided himself; and course got into a shoreless 
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sea oC controversy with the Halle Theologians ; pestering^iis 
B'Ij]|esty with mere wars, and riynours of w’'ar, for a length of 
time, from that llalle University.^ So^that Majes|y, tniable « 
to distinguish top or bottom in such a coil of argument ; or 
to do ji^ice in Uie case, hJ^vever willing and' anxious, often 
'passionately asked f ‘^Wliat, in God’s nam% is the reaPtmtlf 
*of it?’ Majesty appointed Commissioijs to inquire; read 
Reports ; could for a long w'Wle make out nothing certain. 

At laist came a decision on the sudden ; — rpyal mind suddenly 
illuiiiimfesgd, it* is a, little uncertain how. Some give the 
credit of it to Gundling, wiiich is unlikely ; others to ^ Two 
Generals*’ of pious orthodox turn, acquainted with Halle ; — 
and I have heard obscurely that it w^as the Old Dessauer# ’v^ho 
also kne'^’^Halle ; and was no doubt w^earied to hear nothing 
talked of there but injured Philosopher Wolf, and injuring 
Theologian Lange, or vice versa. Some practical military 
man, not given to take-up with shadows, it likeliest was, ^ In 
God’s name, what is the real truth of SlI that ? ’ inquired h|s 
Majesty, of the practical man; ^Does Wolf teach hellisli'^'"^ 
doctrines, as Lange sap, or heavenly, as himself sa 3 \s ? ’ 

^ Teaches babble mainly, I should think, and scientific Pedlar’s- ' 


French^’ intimated the ' practical, man ; *But they say he has 
one doctrine about oaths, and wiiat he calls foundation of 
dfity, wdiidi' i did not like. ' Not a heavenly doctrine that. 
Follow^ out that, any of your Majesty’s grenadiers might 
desert, and say he had done no sin against God ! ’ ^ Friedrich 
Wilhelm flew into a paroxysm of horror ; instantly redacte4a 


brief Royal Decree ^ (’which is still extant among the curias’aities 
of the Universe), ordering WWf to quit Halle anrfl the 
Prussian, Dominions, bag and baggage, forevermore, , thin , 
, eight-and-forty hours, hey Strafe des Sirmiges^ under 
the halter’'! \ ^ 


^ In Bllsctmg (BeiimiSf h 1'*I40) Is rovigh authentic account of Wolf, and 
especially of all that, —with ^veraUiurious ZejSUrs of Wolf s. 

Busching, i. 8 ; Beneckendorf, KarahUrmig^ mis Leben Kmig Fri&dpiek 
^ WiiMm L (Anonymous, Berlin, 17S7), ii, 23. * 

' '''®‘.i5th November (Blisching says 8th) 1723. 


# # 
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j3alter : the Head-Philosopher of Nature^ found top latOj^ 
will be hanged, as if he were^a sheepstealer ^ hanged, and^no 
mistake!^ Poor Wolf gathered, himself together, wife and' 
baggage ; girded-up his loins ; and ran with the dtie_.^^ispatch« 
He is now found sheltered under HesSen-Darisstadt, at 
"^Marburg, professing something there; and' all the intellect, of 
the world is struck with astonishment, and with silent or vocal' 
pity for the poor man. — ^It .is but* fair to say, Friedrich 
Wilhelm, gradually taking notice of the world’s hunicur m 
regard to this, began to have his qwn iriisgiviB^; and 
determined to read some of Wolf’s Books for himself. 
Reading in Wolf, he had sense to discern that here w as a man 
of undeniable talent and integrity ; that the Practical Military 
judgment, loading with the iron ramrod,- had shot wide of the 
mark, in this matter ; and, in short, that a palpable bit of 
foul-play had been done. This was in 1T3S; — ^ten years 
after the shot, when his Majesty saw, with iiis own eyes, how 
wide it had gone. BFe applied to Wolf earnestly, more than. 
once, to ' come back to him t Halte, Frankfurt, any Prussian 
University with a vacancy in it, was now^ wide open to Wolf. 

' But Wolf knew better : Wolf, with bows down to the ground, 
aiisw^ered always evadingly ; — and never would come back ^ till 
the N^w Reign began. _ . 

Friedrich Wilhelm knew little of Book-lcarimiai or ' Book- 
writing ; and liis notion of it is very shoddng to us. But the 
fact is, O reader, Book-miting is of tw^o kinds r one wise, and 
may Be among the wisest of earthly things; the other foolish, 
sometimes far beyond what can be reached by human nature 
eisewBere. Blockheadism, U^lwisdom, while silent, is reckoned 
bad ; but Blockheadism getting vocal, able to tspeak per- 
suasively, — ^liave yo'»i considered that at all ? Human Opacity 
falling into Phosphorescence ; that is to say, becoming Inminom 
(to itself and to many mortals) by the very excess of it, by the 
’"'very bursting of it into putrid:- fertientation ; — all other^ 

' forms of Chaos are ,530smic in comparison ! — Our poor Friedrich 
'Wilhelp Siad seen only Gundlingj among the Book-writing 
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class had^ lie; seen wiser specimens, he might have formed, as 
hetclid in Wolf| case, another Nay in regard to 

Gnnclling himself,* it is observable ho with his ijiiutterable 
coiiteiii^, he seems to notice in him glimpses of the adinimble 
(such a^iiirements, such Actionary-faculties, though gone 
clisjracted !), — and^almost has a hind of kve . for the Sbsurd*’ 
dog* Gundiiiig’s pensions amount to something like 1501. ; 
an immense sum in thfs Couifed A blockhead admirable in 
sorts: and of immense resource in yobacco-Parliament 
when Business ft slacl^ ! — 

No end to the wild pranks, the Houyhnm horseplay they 
had with drunken Gundling. He has staggered out in a drp nk 
state, and' found, or not clearly till the morrow, young 

bears lying in his bed ; — has found his room-door walled-up ; 
been obliged to gi’ope about, staggering from door to door and 
from port to port, and land ultimately in the big BeaPs den, 
who hugged and squeezed him inhinhanly there. Once at 
Wiisterhausen, staggering^ blind-drunk out of the Schloss 
towards his lair, the sentries at the Bridge (instigated to it by 
the Houyhnms, who look on) pretend to fasten some military 
blame on him : Why has he omitted or committed so-and-so ? 
Gundling'^s drunk answer is unsatisfactory. ^Arres^ Herr 
Kamm^rratliTi® it to be that, then ! ’ They hustle him about, 
among the Bears, which lodge 'there; — at length they lay him 
horizontally across two ropes; — take to swinging him hither 
and thither,^ up and down, across the black Acherontic ditcl^ 
which is frozen over, it being the dead of winter : one of the 
ropes, lower rope, breaks ; Gundling comes souse upon the ice 
with Ms sitting part ; breaks a big hole in the ice, and scarcely 
with degs,' amis and the remaining rope, can be got out 
undrownedd 

. If/ wi|h, natural indignation, he shut his door, mid refuse to 
# # 

^ Forster, i 263, 284 (if you can recomik the two passages}. 

^ Fhrster (i. 254-280), fourwling, I suppose, on Lebn^rntd Thaiett^es Frdherrn 
Faulmn Gundlm^ (Berlin, 1795)4 probably not one' of the exacted: BfegrapMes. 
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coQie to the Tabagicj they knock-in^ a panel his clooi; ; and 
force Mm out with crackers, %eworks, rockets and malodo^ns 
projectile^ Once the poor blockhead, becoming human for a 
moment, went clean away ; to H|Llle where his Brother' was, or 
to some safer place r but the due inveiglement, sublime 
‘Apologies, increase* of titles, salaries, were '"'used ; and the, in- 
dispensable Phospho/escent Blockhead, and President of the'' 
Academy of PedlaPs-French, w.is got*back. Drink remained 
always as his consplation ; drink, and the deathless Volumes 
he was writing and printing. Sublime jreturiis came"^'xo him, 
— Kaiser’s Portrait set in diamonds, on one occasion, — ^for his 
Presentation Copies in high quarters : immortal fanie^’ is it not 
his clear portion ; still more clearly abundance of good wine. 
Friediich Wilhelm did not let him want for Title:!; — ^raised 
him at last to the Peerage; drawing out the Diploma and 
Amiorial Blazonry, in a truly Friedrich-Wilhelm manner, with 
his own hand. The Gundlings, in virtue of the transcendent 
intellect and merits of this Founder Gundling, are, and are 
hereby declared to be, of Baronial dignity to the last scion of 
them; and in ^all Ritter-Remien (Tournaments), Battles, 
Fights, Camp~pitchings, Sealings, Signetings, shall and may 
use the’ abovesaid Shield of Arms,’ — it can be of any 
adva3xtage to them. A Prussian Majesty who ^h"es us 150Z. 
yearly, with board and lodging and the run of liistcejiar^ a»d 
honours such as these, is not to be lightly snepzed away, though 
of queer humours now and then. The highest Personages, as 
'we said, more than once made gifts to Gilndling ; miniatures 
set in diamonds ; purses of a hundred ducats : even Gundling, 
it was thought, might throtv-in a word, mad or otherwise, 
* which would bear fx'uit. It was said of him, he fpevel: spoke 
to harm anybody wM;h his Majesty. The poor blown-up block- 
head was radically not ill-natured, — at least, if you let his 
* phosphore^eiices ’ alone, ^ 

But the grander't explosions, in Tobacco-Parliament, were 
producible, when you got Two lit^ary fools ; and, as if with 
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Leydeig-jaxs, positive and negative^ brought their vanities to 
hem on one another* This^ sometimes happened, when 
Tobacco-Paiiiaineiit was in luck. Friedrich Wilhelm had a ■ *• ^ 
Meiiy- Andre w*Raths of the Gundling sort, though 
none evertcame up* to GundlUig, qr approached him, in worth 
as % Merry-Andrew? • ' • 

* HeiT Fassmann, wiio wu-ote Books, by jPatronage or for the 
Leiprtg Booksellers, aiiJ ’waiidired about the world as a star 
Of comet of some magnitude, is not mpch known to my 
readers*^Nr”but lie is -i^oo well known to me, for certain dark 
Books of his which I have had to readd A very dim Literary 
Figime ; • undeniable, indecipherable Human Fact, of those 
days; now fallen quite extinct and obsolete; his gaiiiitqre, 
equipment, environment all very dark to us. Probably a too 
restless, imponderous creature, too much of the Gmidling type ; 
structure of him ^meotis, not solid. Perhaps a little of the 
coxcomb naturally ; much of the sycophant on compulsion, — • 
being sorely jammed into^^corners, and %ithout elbow-room at 
all, in this world. Has, Ibr the rest, a recognisable talent for 
® Magazine wTitiogd — for Newspaper editing, had , that rich 
mine, ^ California of the Spiritually Vagabond,’ been opened in 
those days. Poor extinct Fassmann, one discovers at last a 
vein of 'weak geniality in him ; here and tliere, real Jiuiiian 
s^'iise and eejCsight, under those strange conditions ; and his 
poor Books, rotted now to inanity, have left a small seed-pearl 
or two, to the earnest reader. Alas, if he was to become 
« spiritually mgabond ’ spiritually ’ and otherwise), might 
not perhaps be wholesome to him that the California was not 
discovered ?— 

Fassiiiatpi was by no means such a fool as Gundling ; but ,1 
ire, was much of a fool too. He had come to Berlin, about 
this time,® in hopes of patronage from the King or somebody ; ^ 
might say to himself, * Surely I am a better iiiaii«than Gund- 
ling, if the Berlin Coi£’t has eyesight.’ By the King, on some® 

; ^ Life 0/ FriedneM fFH/ielmi occasionally cited here ; Ztfe 0^ //«- 

tic, 17^6, as he Mmself says (suprt, p 94). 
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wise General’s recommending it, he was, as^a preliiiginaiy,, 
introduced to the Tabagie at least. Here k the celebr^ed ■ 
Gnndliiig^ there is^ the celebrated Fassmaim. ' !l^sitive 
Leyden-jar, with negative close Ipr: in each of these men 
lodges a full-charged iiery electric virtue of self-conceit ; de« 
•structive each of the other, — could a condQctor be discove|:ed« 
Conductors are discoverable, conductors are not wanting ; and * 
many are the explosions bet^veen these mutualiy-destructive 
human varieties welcomed with hilarious, rather vucanis. 
huge horse-laughter, in this Tobacco-Parjiameiut and Synod of 
the Houyhmns. 

Of which take this acme ; and then end. Fassmann, a 
fello^ not without sarcasm and sharpness, as you may still see,, 
has one evening provoked Gundling to the transcendent 
pitch, — till words are weak, and only action will answer^. 
Gundling, driven to the exploding point, suddenly seizes his 
Dutch smoking-pan, of peat-charcoal ashes ted redhot sand; 
and dashes it in the fa^e of Fassmani ; who is of course dread- 
fully astonished thereby, and has gbt his very eyebrows burnt, 
not to speak of other injuries. Stand to him, Fassmann !; 
Passmaiiii stands to him tightly, being the better man as well 
as the more satirical ; grasps Gundling by the collar, wrenches . 
him £i|)out, la 3 rs him at last over his knee, sitting-part upper- 
most slaps said sitting-part (poor sitting-part that kad^Lroketi 
the ice of Wusterhausen) with the hot pan^ — nay some say, 
strips it and slaps. Amid the inextinguishable horse-laughter 
^ (sincere but vacant) of the Houyhnm Olpnpus. 

After which, his Majesty, as epiidgue to such play, suggests,. 
That feats of that nature are iSnseemy among gentlemen ; that 
^when gentlemen have a quarrel, there is another way of settling 
it. Fassmann thereupon challenges Gundling ; Gundling 
accepts ; time and place are settled, pistols the weapon. At 
the appoint# time and p^ace Gundling stands, acQprdingly, 
pistol in hand ; but at sight of S^-ssmfknn, throws his pistol 
away ; will not shoot any man, nor have any man shoot Mm. 

* Fassmapn ^sternly advances; shoots Jiis pistol (powder merely) 
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into Giiiidliiig"| sublime goatshair %vig: wig blazes into iame; 
Gitidling falls sl^iiekiiig, a deai^ man, to the earth ; and they 

§iid •aovive" him with a bucket water, ^Vas, there ^ 
ever see^sncli horseplay 5 Jioaring laughter, huge, rude, and 
somewhat vacant, hs that of the jJjJorse^gods over their ale at 
Yuje time ; — as if the face of the Sphynx were to wriiikM itself^ 

" in laughter ; or the febulous Hou 3 hnms themselves were there 
to mock in their peculiar fashion. 

Hb Majesty at length gave Gmidlin^ a wine-cask, duly 
figured ; ‘ painted black with a white cross,’ which w^as to 
stand ill his room as memento-mor% and be his coffin. It 
stood for ten years ; Gundling often sitting to wite in it ; a 
good screen against draughts. And the poor nionste:?; 
actually hiiried in this cask ; ^ Fassmann pronouncing some 
funeral oration, — and the orthodox clergy uttering, from the 
distance, only a mute groan. ^ The Hen* Baron von ' Gundling 
was a man of hiany dignities, of much Book-learning ; a 
man of great memory,’ admits Fassmtnn, ^ but of no judg-^ 
ment,’ insinuates he, — ^ l^MngJbr the Jubgmeht {expectms *' 
jmikmm)y says Fassmann, with a pleasant w-it. Fassmann 
succeeded to all the emoluments and honours ; but did not 
hold them ; preferred to run aivay before long : and after 
liim came one and the other, whom the reader is iiot^to be 
•koubl|d ^vith here. Enough if the patient reader have : 
seen, a little, into that background of Friedrich Wilhelm’s 
existence ; and, for the didactic part, have cauglit-up bis real 
views or instincts upon Spiritual Phosphorescence, or Stiipidit|gggggpg^ 
grown Vocal, which are much sounder than most of us suspect* 

r 

Thdse wre the sports of the Tobacco-Parliament ; and 
wm always meant primarily for sport, ioT recreation : but 
there is no doubt it had a serious function as well ^ Business 
matters,! ' adds Beneckendorf, who had means of knowing,^ 

.. #> ■ 

^ Died litb April 1731, aged 58 : description of the Burial *at Bornstadt near ' 
Potsdam/ in I'orsler, i. 276* ^ ' 

^ Beneckendorf, 137- 149; vi. 37. ^ # 
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® were often a subject of colloquy in tbe ,Taliaks-Collogimn. 
Not' tLat they were there finkhed off, deci4pd tipoHj^ or 
to be so. i» Bat Friedrich Wilhelm often purposely bry^glit-up 
such things in- conversation thfiire, that he might ,-^'iarn the 
different opinions of his generals and chief men, without their 
observing it,’ — anS so might profit by the '^Collective Wisdiom, 
in short. , 

% ■ ^ 

CHAPTER VIII 

seckenborf’s retort to her majesty 

The Treaty of Wiisterhausen was not yet knmvn"* to Queen 
Sophie, to her Father George, or to any external creature : 
but that open flinching, and gradual ■witB^drawal, from' the 
Treaty of Hanover was too well known ; and boded no good 
to her pet project, i^einale sighs_, male obduracies, and other 
domestic phenomena, are to be imagined in' consequence. A, 
grand Britannic Majesty indeed ; very lofty Father to us. 
Madam, ever since he came to be King of England. Stalking 
along there, with his nose in the air ; not deigning the least 
notice' of us, except as of a thing that may got to fight 
for him ! And he does not sign the Double-MaiTii?ge#Tr#at}', 
Madam; only talks of signing it, — as if we were a staiwed 
coach-horse, to be quickened along by a wisp of hay put upon 
i.the coach-pole close ahead of us alrrays ! ’ — j^Jarni-bleu f"" 
'/snuffles Seckendorf with' a' virtuous zeal, or Iooes it; and' 
things are not pleasant at the royal dinner-table. 

* Excelleiiz Seckendorf, we find at this time, c'rten has his 
Majesty to dinner’^': and such dinners; fitting one’s tastes in 
all points, — no expense regarded (which indeed is the Kaiser’s, 
if we kne^f it) ! And in return, Excellenz is frequently at 
dinner with his Majesty ; %vhei’e ^^he conversation, if it turn 
on England, wdiiclCofteii happens, is more and more an offence 
to Queen^ Sophie, Seckendorf stiKiies , to be polite, reserved 
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fcef0re4lie 'Qamds Majesty at her own table ; yet sometimes 
he^lsps ontsintlvs vile smifflimg tone, lialf-insinnatioiis, re- 
niark^>pii oiir Royal Kindred, which are irritating in tlie 
extreme; j, Queen Sophie? ih§ politest^ of women, did once, 
says Pdllnitz, on ^some excessive pressure of that Ii|piiig 
snuffling nnendnrability, lose her royal pfitieiice and dame 
out. With human frankness, and uncomnwily kindled eyes, 
she signified to Seckendorf, That none who was not himself 
a'^kincl of scoundrel could entertain such •thoughts of Kings 
and gentlemen ! Which hard saying kindled the stiff-backed 
rheumatic soul of Seckendorf (Excellenz had withal a temper 
in him, far down in the deeps) ; who answ'ered : ^ Your 
Majesty, that is what no one else thinks of me. That •isf a 
name I £ave never permitted any one to give me with im- 
punity.’ And verily, he kept his threat in that latter point, 
says Pollnitzd 


At this stage, it is becoming, in the nature of things, un- 
likely that the projected Double-Marriage, or any union with 
England, can ever realise itself for Queen Sophie and her 
House. The Kaiser has decreed that it never shall Here 
is ' the .King already irritated, grown indisposed to it ; here 
is the.. Kaiser’s Seckendorf, with preternatural Appi^jitos, 
comi^ maintain him in that humoui'. To Queen Sophie 
herself, wdio saw only the outside of Seckendorf and' his 
Apparatus, the matter doubtless seemed big with difficulties ; 
but to us, who see the interior, the difficulties are plainly 
hopeless. Unless the Kaiser’s mind change, unless many 
fixed things change, the Double-Marriage is impossible. 

One thiifg only is a sorrow, and this proved an immeasur- 
able one : That they did mot, that Queen "Sophie did not, in 
such case, frankly give it up. Double-Marriage is not a law, 
of Nature; it is only^.a project at Hanover tluft has gone^ 
off again. There ivil! be "a life for our Crown-Prince, and 
Princess, without a marriage with England !— It k greatly 
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■wise tO' recognise the impossible, the tiiireascfiably difficultj. 
when it presents itself : but who of men is^ there, much 
who of wtmen, that always do it ? 

Queen Sophie Dorothee willtha^ie this Double-^'iarriage, 
and it shall be possible, Eoor Lady, she was very obstinate ; 
"and her Husbancf was very arbitrary. A rough bear ■ orf a 
Husband, yet by, no •means an unlovii^ one ; a Husband who " 
might have been managed. -She evidently made a great 
mistake in deciding not to obey this man, as she had on6e 
vowed. By perfect prompt obedience* she might ha%^e had 
a very tolerable life with the rugged Orson fallen to her lot ; 
who was a very honest-hearted creature. She might have 
dene a pretty stroke of female work, withal, in taming her 
Orson ; might have led him by the muzzle far enough in a 
private way, — by obedience. 

But by disobedience, by rebellion open 6t secret ? Fried- 
rich Wilhelm was a Husband : Friedrich Wilhelm was a 

H ^ 

King; and the most imperative man then breathing. Dis- 
obedience to Friedrich Wilhelm was a thing which, in the 
Prussian State, still more in the Berlin Schloss and vital 
heart of said State, the laws of Heaven and of Earth had 
not permitted, for any man‘’s or an)^ woman’s sake, to be. 
The wide overarching sky looks down on no r^pre inflexible 
Sovereign Man than him in the red-collared blu# coat ,aritl 
white leggings, with the bamboo in his liaml. A peaceable, 
capacious, not ill-given Sovereign Man, if you will let him 
dmve' his way. But to bar his way; to tw^ak the nose 
of his sovereign royalty, and ignominiously force Mm into 
another way : that is an entS'prise no man or devil, or body 
^of men or devils, need attempt. Seckeiidorf and;;; Crrumkow, 
in Tobacco-Parliainent, understand it better. That attempt 
is impossible, once for all. The first step in such attempt 
will require to be assassination of Friedrich Wilhelm ; for 
■ you may depend on it, royal SofSiie, so long as he is 
;the feat cannot done. 0 royal Sophie, 0 pretty Feekni, 
what a^bilsiness you are making ofit ! ■ 
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This year ljy£6 was throughout a troublous one to Qiieeu 
So^e* ; Secken^orfs advent; •King George^s manifestoing ; 
alarn^:^ iintoiiieiit universal War, nay .^utters of ft actually 
beginning (Gibraltar invested hj the ^laniards, ready for be- ^ 
sieging, it is said)*; nor was this all. Sophie’s poor Mother, 
woMi to a tragic l^^egOTa, locked so long* in the Castle of" 
Ahldeii,,has taken-up wild plans of outbr^k, of escape by 
means of secretaries, monies inf the Bank of Amsterdam, and 
I* kncf^v not what ; with all which Sophi^i, coiTespondiiig in 
double and tri^e mptery, has her own terrors and sorrows, 
trying to keep it down. And now, in the depth of the year, 
the podr old Mother suddenly dies.^ Burnt out in this 
manner, she collapses into ashes and long rest ; closing so her 
nameless T;ragedy of thirty-years continuance: — what a Blue- 
beard-chamber in the mind of Sophie ! Nay there rise 
quarrels about Heritage of the Deceased, which will 
prove another sorro^v. 

^ 13th Nov. 1726; Memmrs of Sophia Darothea^ Co^mrt of George L (L 386), 
—where also some of her concluding Letters (‘ edited ’ as if by the Nightmares) 
can be read> but next to no sense made of them. 
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DOUBLE-MARRIAGE PROJECT, AND CROWN-PRINCE 
GOING ADRIFT UNDER THE STORM-WINDS 

1727-1730 


CHAPTER I 

FIFTH CRISIS IN THE KAISERR SPf.CTEE-HUNT 
Tra Crom-ftW. jomg Life bang, bj'pemm chmoe. 

his English Mamage, we have nothing for it but to continue 

iW painfolly fishing out, and reduc- 

nj, to an authentic form, what traces of him there are, from 
that disastrous beggarly element,— till once he get free of it 
either, dead or alive. The whids (partly by Aii-Magic) rise 
to the hurricane pitch, upon this Mamage Project 5nA himi 
and _as for the sm, or general tide of European Politics— But 
let the reader look vdth his own eyes. 

In the spifog of 1727, War, as anticipated, breaks out; 

Spaniards actually begin bartering at Gibraltar; Eaisa-’s 
Ambassador at London is angrily oidered to begom . Causes 
of war were many? P. Duke de Ripperda,— tumbled out 
now, that illustrious diplomatic bulldog, at Madrid,— sou crht 

rr, Ambassador’s house ; and no* resp^’ecj 

Jas had to such asylum : that is Che cause. 2°. Then you 
English, what is th»^ meaning of these war-fleets in the West 
Indies; m»the Mediteiranean, on the very coast of Spain.? 

V0L» II, 0 A 
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We demaBcl tkat you at once take them home again which 
ca^ot be compM^^d with, 3®, But above all things we demand 
Gibm^tar of von : — which can still Iqps be comj^ied with. 
Termagant Elizabeth Itas ^t her heart on Gibraltar : that, 
in such opportiirnty as this unexpected condition of ' the 
Balances now gives her^ is the real cause of the War. ^ * 

Cession of Gibraltar.: there had been vague promises, years 
ago, on the Kaisefs part ; nfy George himself, raw to Eng- 
.Tand^at that date, is said to have thougkt the thing might 
perhaps be done. — ^«Do it at once, then ! ’ said the Termagant 
Queen, and repeated, with ever more emphasis ; — and there 
being not the least compliance, she has opened parallels before 
the place, and begun war and ardent firing there ; ^ prtcoded 
by protocols, debates in Parliament, and the usual pheno- 
mena. It is the Fifth grand Crisis in the Kaiseris spectre- 
huntings; fifth ^’‘change in the colour of the world-lobster 
getting boiled in that singular manner ; — Second Sputter of 
actual War. 

Which proved futile altogether ; and amounts now in the 
human memory, to flat zero,— unless the following infinit- 
esimally small ' iraction be countable again : 

^ Sputtering of War ; tliat is to say, Siege of Gibraltar. A siege utterly 
rmmeEoral>lefand without the least interest for existing mankind with 
their ungrateful humour, — if it be not, once more, that the Father cif 
Tristram Shandy was in it : still a Lieutenant of foot, poor fellow ; brisk, 
small, hot-tempered, loving, liable to be cheated ten times a-day if nine 
will not suffice you,” lie wns in this Siege ; shipped to the Eock to 
make stand there ; and would have done so with the boldest,— only he^ 
got into duel (hot-tempered, thougji of lamb-like innocence), and was 
run-thi*ough the body ; not entirely killed, but within a hairsbreadtli of 
It ; and unsfile for service while this sputtering went on. Little Lorry k 
still living ; gone to school in Yorkshire, after f>ranks enough, and niis- 
veiitures,— half-drowning in the mill-race at Annamoe in Ireland,” for 
one. 2 The poor Lieutenant Father died, soldiering in the West Indies, 
~ — ^ — — ^ 

22d Feb. 1727 (Scholl, ii, 2x0), Salmon, J 7 u'/ar/aM {Loiidoll, 

1747 5 a very incorrect dark Book, useful only in Refect of belter), ii. 173. 
Coxe, 3 femmrs of Waipoki I 260, 261 j ii. 498*515. 

" Lawrence Sterne’s Autobwgf>apky (cited above). ^ • 
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soon after this ; and we shaU not mention him again. But History ought 
to remember that he is » Uncle Toby,” this poor Lieutenant, and^e 

4t . r' 

- f It might welPenough have grown to universal flame 
ot War. But thxS always needs two pa'rties ; and padfic 
George would not be second party in ,it. George, guided by 
paciflc Walpo e, backed by pacific Fleury, answers the ardent 
ring y pnlegmartic patience and protocolling ; not W 
counter-firing, except quite at his convenience, from privateei-s, 
from war-ships here and there, and in sulky defence from 
Gibraltar itself. Probably the Termagant, with ail the fire 
she has, will not do much damage upon Gibraltar? Such 
was George’s hope. Whereby the flame of war, ardent only 
in certain Spanish batteries upon the point of San Roque 
does not spread hitherto,— though all mortals, and Friedrich 
Wilhelm as much as any, can see the imminent likelihood 
there is. In such circumstances, what a stroke of policy to 
have disjoined Friedrich Wilhelm frW the Flanover Alliance 
Md brought him over to our own ! Is not Grumkow worth 
his pension ? ‘ Grumkow serves honourably.’ Let the invalu- 
able Seckendorf persevere. 


Crown-Prime seen in Drijasduses Glass, darkly * 

special figure of the proivn-Prince’s way of 
Me in those years, who his friends, companions, were, what 
Ms pursuits and experiences, would be agreeable to us; but 
beyond the outline already given, there is little definite on 
f^ord. He now resides habitually at Potsdam, be: the Court 
there or not; attending strictly to his military duties in the 
Giant Raiment; it is only on occasion, chiefly perhaps in 
^femival time,’ that he gets to Berlip, to partake* in the 
gaieties of society. Wlio his assoGates there or at Potsdam 
were. buhm, the* Saxon Resident, a cultivated man of 
literary tufn, famed as his fi-iend in time coming, is already 
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at Ms^dipkttiufeic post in Berlin, post of difficolty Just now ; 
bii^ know notif^lietlier they have yet any intimacy*^ This 
we ' kiio#5 the Crown-Prince begins to be iioliBd for Hs 
sprigiitiy sense, liis love t)f literature, his ingenuous ways ; ^ in 
the Court or other circles, whatsosever Las intelligence attracts 
liiifi, and is attracted by him. The Roucodlles Soirees, — gone*''" 
all to dim buckram forms, though once so Ij.vely in their high 
periwigs and speculations,- — on Wednesday. When the 
Pinkenstein or^ the others fail, — ^no doubt his Royal High- 
ness knows it. In the Tabaks-Collegium, there also, driven 
by duty, he sometimes appears; but, like Seckendorf and 
some others, he only affects to smoke, and his pipe is mere 
white clay. Nor is the social element, any more than'ithe 
narcotic\apour which prevails there, attractive to the young 
Prince, — though lie had better hide Hs feelings on the sub- 
ject 

Out at Potsdam, again, life goes very heavy ; the winged 
Psyche much imprisoned in that pipeclay element, a prey to 
vacancy and many tediums and longings. Daily return the 
giant drill-duties ; and daily, to the uttermost of rigorous 
perfection, they must be done : — ^ This, then, is the sum of 
oiie% existence, this ? ’ Patience, young ^ man of genius/ as '' 
the Newspapers would iioiv call you ; it is indispensably bene- 
*nckl cneWtheless ! To swallow one'’s disgusts, and do 
faithfully the ugly commanded work, taking no counsel with 
flesh and blood : know that ® genius,’ everywhere in Nature, 
means this .first of all ; that ivithout this, it means nothing, ^ 
generally even less. And be thankful for your Potsdam 
grenadiers and their pipeclay 1— 

Happily he has Ms Books about him ; his flute : Diihaa, 
too, is here, still more or less didacti6 in some branches ; 
always ^ instructive and companionable to him. The Crowm- 
, Prince Teads a grea|; deal ; very many Frenchr> Books, new 
and old, he reads amoi?g the new, we need not doubt, tlie 
Jlenriade of ' M. Aroiiet Junior (whcf now calls himself 
^ PreusSj Friedrick mit fdmn Verwandten ttnd Fmmdefij p. 24. 
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FGlimire% which has risen like a star of the firsi; magmtii<ie in 
these years.^ An incomparable piece, patroi^iised by RoF^ty 
in Engla»d; the delight of all kindred Courts; ^ The«‘^' light 
^ dancing march of this new ^E^ic,’. and the brisk clash of 
'Cymbal music audible in it, had, as w^e find Afterwards, greatly 
•"'captivated the yohng man. All is not pipeclay, then, cind 
torpid formalisni; aloft from the murk of commonplace 
rise glancings of -a starry spbndour, betokening — 0 how 
much ! » . ® 

Out of Books, rumours and experiences, young imagination 
is forming to itself some Picture of the World as it is, as it 
has been. The curtains of this strange life -theatre are 
mnirting, mounting, — wondrously as in the case of all young 
souls; but with what specialties, moods or phenomena of 
light and shadow, to this young soul, is not in any point 
recorded for us. The ^ early Letters to Wilhelmina, which 
exist in great numbers,*' from these we had hoped elucidation : 
but these the learned* Editor has wholly withheld as use- 
less,’ for the present. Let them be carefully preserved, on 
the chance of somebody’s arising to whom they may have 
uses ! — 

The worst feature of these years is Friedrich Wilhelm’s 
discontent with them. A Crown-Prince sadly put of favour 
with Papa. This has long been on the growing fend* ; 
these Double-Marriage troubles, not to mention again tlie 
newfangled French tendencies (Blitz Fr^anzosen /), much aggra- 
vate the matter, and accelerate its rate of growth. Already 
the paternal countenance does not shine upon him ; flames 
often, and thunders, to a shotting degree ; — and worse days 
«e coming. 

^ London, 1723, in surreptitious incomplete state, Za Ligm the title; then at 
length, London, 1726, as Henriade, in splendid 4to, — by subscription (King, 
Prince and Priifcess o'f Wales at the top of it), whjph yielded 8,000^. : see Vol- 
taire, (Euvres CompiHeSi xiii. 408, 
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CHAPTER U 


-DEATH OF GEOE0E I 

Gibraltar still \eeps sputtering ; ardeitt ineffectual boni-" 
bardinent from the one side^ sulky, heavy blast of response 
now and then from the others-- but the fire does not spread ; 
nor we may hope. It is true, Sweden and Denmark 
have joined tlie Tre^^ty of Hanover, this spring; and have 
troops on foot, and money paid them. But George is pacific, 
Gibraltar is impregnable; let the Spaniards spend their 
powder there, 9 « 

As for the Kaiser, he is dreadfully poor ; inapt for battle 
liimself. And in the end of this same May 1727, we hear, 
his principal ally* Czarina Catherine, has died ; — poor brown 
little woman, Lithuanian housemaid, Russian Autocrat, it is 
now ail one ; — dead she/and can do nothing. Probably the 
Kaiser will sit still ? The'‘Kaiser sits still ; with eyes bent on 
Gibraltar, or rolling in grand Imperial inquiry and anxiety 
round the world ; war-outlookwS much dimmed for liini since 
the end of May. 


4"li%, in the end of June, wdiat for other JoKs-post is this 
that reaches Berlin and Queen Sophie ? That George i., her 
royal Father, has suddenly sunk dead I With the Solstice, or 
Summer pause of the Sun, 21st or 22d June, almost uncertain 
which, the Majesty of George i. did likewise pause,— in Iiis 
carriage, on the road to Osnabriick, — never to move more. 
Whereupon, among the simple People, arose rumours oft 
omens, preternaturalisms, for and against f How his desperate 
Megmra of a Wife, in the act of dying, had sum in oned him 
(as was presumable), to appear along with her at the Great 
Judgment-Bar within yea^ and day; and how he has here 
done it On tlie other hand, some would diave it noted, How 
^ the niglitingaks in Heyeiihausen Gardens liad ^all ceased 
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singing for the yfear, that night he died,’ — oijj: of loyalty on 
the part of these little birds, it seemed presnjoiabie.^ ^ ^ 
What nwe know is, he was journeying* towards Hmover 
again, hopeful of a little, huntingif at the Gohrde ; and intend- 
ing seeing Osnabriick ind his Brother the Bishop there, as he 
passed. That day, £lst June 1737, from some feelings^ of 
his own, he was in great haste for Osnabriick ; hurrjdng along 
by extra-post, without real course save hurry of mind. He 
had left his pooraold Maypole of a Mistress on the Bntdh 
Frontier, that morning, to follow at n^ore leisure. He was 
struck by apoplexy on the road, — arm fallen powerless, early 
in the day, head dim and heavy ; obviously an alarming case. 
Bgt Jie refused to stop anywhere ; refused any surgery but 
such as could be done at once. ^ Osnabriick ! Osssabruck ! ’ 
he reiterated, growing visibly worse. Two subaltern Hanover 
Officials, Privy Councillor von Harden^erg, Kammerherr 
(Chamberlain) von Fabrice, were in the carriage with him ; ^ 
King chiefly dozing, ^nd at last :^pported in the arms of 
Fabrice, was heard murmuring, ‘ CfM Jait de moi (’Tis all over 
with me) ! ’ And ^ Osnabriick ! Osnabriick ! ’ slumberously 
reiterated lie : To Osnabriick, where my poor old Brother, 
Bishop as they call him, once a little Boy that trotted at my 
knee with blithe face, will have some human pity on me ! So 
they rushed along all day, as at a gallop, his few s;5;tttudants 
and he ; and when the shades of night fell, and speech had 
now left the poor man, he still passionately gasped some 
gurgle of a sound like ^ Osnabriick ’ ; — ^hanging in the arms of 
Fabrice, and now evidently in the article of death. What a 
gallop, sweeping through tffie slumber of the world : To 
♦Osnabriick, Osnabriick ! , * 

In the hollow of the night (some say, one in the morning), 
they reach Osnabriick. And the poor old Brother, — Ernst 
August, oi^e youngest of six brothers, of seven children, now 

^ See Kohler, Mimtih^mtigun^en, x. 88. 

^ Gottfriedj Hisi&riscke Chronik (Frankfurt, 1759}, iii. 872. Boyer, Tim 
TdiUcal St^e of Great Britain^ vol; xxxiii.'i^. 545, 546. 
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the sErvi^^rj 1ms hEman pity in the heart of him foil 
seII%. But Geoi^e is dead ; careless of it now.^ After sixty- 
smemje^s of it, he has flung* his big bureaus, — ^Eiigllph crowns, 
Hanoverian crownlets, siilkifesses, hidignations, lean women 
and fat, and earthly contradictions ancf confusions, — fairly off 
hin>; and lies there, * • ^ 

The man had his big^ burdens, big honours so-called, absurd 
enough some of them, in this #vorld' ; but he bore them with 
a* certain gravity and discretion ; a man# of more probity, 
insight and gefferal hBman faculty than he now gets credit for. 
His word was sacred to him. He had the courage of a Welf, 
or Lion-Man ; quietly royal in that respect at least. His 
sense of equity, of what was true and honourable in men and 
things, rStnained uiieffaced to a respectable degi'ee ; and surely 
it had resisted much. Wilder puddle of muddy infatuations 
from without and from within, if w^e consider it well, — -of 
iiTeconcilable incoherences, bottomless universal hypocrisies, 
solecisms bred wdth him lind imposed "on him, — few sons of 
Adam had hitherto lived in. 

He w^as, in one %vord, tlm first of our Hanover Series of 
English Kings ; that hitherto unique sort, wbo are really 
' strange to look at in the History of the World. Of whom, 
in the English annals, there is hitherto no Picture to be iiad ; 
mtliing but an empty blur of discordant nonsenses, and idle, 
generally angry, Jourishings of the pen, by way of Picture. 
Tlie English Nation, having flung its old Puritan, Sword-ancl- 
Bible-Faith into the cesspool, — or rather having set its old 
Bible-Faith, minus any Sword, well up in the organ-loft, with 
plenty of revenue, there to preach and organ at discretion, on 
condition always of meddling with nobody’s practice farther,- 
—thought the ^ same (such their mistake) a mighty pretty 
arrangement ; but found it hitch before long. They had to 

Coxe (L' 266) is * mdebted to Ms friend Nathaniel Wraxall fo?*- these details, 
— the since famous Sir Nathaniel, iu- whose Memoirs (vague, but mi mendacious,*" 

■ not unintelligent) they are now published more at lar^e. See his Memoirs ef 
the Courts of Berim^ Dresden^ etc. (London, 1799), i. 35 - 40 ; also Jlisiorimi 
(London, 1836), Iv, 5 i6*|iS. ^ 
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throw-out their beautiful Nell-Gw}ui Defenders^ of the Faith ; 
fling them also into the cesspool ; and were^'ather at a,4l^ss 
what next#to do. ^ Where is our real King, then ? w 

to lead us Heavenward^ then ; to^rallj the noble of us to him^ 
in some small measurej^and save the rest and their affairs from 
running' Devil ward?’ — ^The English Nation being in mme 
difficulty as to Kings, the English Nation clutched-up the 
readiest that came to hand ; Here is our King ! ’ said they, 
— again under mistake, still under their old mistake. -And, 
what was singular, they then avenged themselves by mocking, 
calumniating, by angrily speaking, writing and laughing at the 
poor mistaken King so clutched ! — It is high time the^’English 
w^:e# candidly asking themselves, with very great seriousness 
indeed, W/iat it was they had done, in the sight of "^od and 
man, on that and the prior occasion? And above all. What 
it is they will now propose to do in the ^quel of it ! Dig 
gold-nuggets, and rally the ignoble of us ? — ^ 

George’s poor lean Mistress, comlhg on at the usual rate 
of the road, was met, next morning", by the sad tidings. She 
sprang from her carriage into the dusty highway ; tore her 
hair (or head-dress), half-frantic; declared herself a ruined 
woman ; and drove direct to Berlin, there to compose her old 
mind. She was not ill seen at Court there; had her con- 
nexions in the world. Fieldmarshal Schulenburg,cwiia once 
had the honour of fighting (not to his advantage) with 
Charles xii., and had since grown famous by his Anti-Turk 
performances in the Venetian service, is a Brother of this poor 
Maypole’s ; and there is , a ' Nephew of hers, one of , Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s Field-Officers here,*^vhoni we shall meet by and by. 
^he has been obliging to Queen Sophie on occasions ; they can, 
and do, now weep *5:ieartily together. I believe she returned 
to England, being Duchess of Kendal, with heavy pensions 
there ; and^ assiduously attended divine ordinances, accord- 
ing to The German Protestant form, ever afterwards.’ ' Poor 
foolish old soul, what is this world, with all its dukeries ! — 

^ The oMier or fat Mistress, ^ Qataract of fluid Tallowy 
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CoiiB|ess of J^aiiiiigton, whom I take to have been a Half- 
SSter rather^ sorrowfol at Isleworth ; and kept for many 
yeama 31 ^ck ikveii %vhich had com^ flying in |ipon her; 
ivliich she somehow understf od to be the sonlj or connected 
with the soul, of his Majesty ^of h%py memory.^ Good 
Hwens, what fat fluid-tallowy stupor, £^hd entirely sordid^'" 
darkness, dw^ells among mankind ; and occasionally finds itself 
lifted to the very top, IW wajvof sample ! — 
e Fitedrich Wilhelm wept tenderly to Bifgadier Duboiirgay, 
the British Mfiiister «at Berlin (an old military gentleman, of 
diplomatic merit, who spells rather ill), when they spoke of 
this sad matter'. My poor old Uncle ; he was so good to me 
in boyhood, in those old days, when I blooded Cousin George'^s 
nose ! Not unkind, ah, only proud and sad ; and was called 
sulky, being of fe^v words and heavy-laden. Ah me, your 
Excellenz ; if the little nightingales have all fallen silent, 
what may not his Son and Nephew^', do ? — And the 

rugged Majesty blubbefed wuth great tenderness ; ^ having 
fountains of tears withal, hidden in the rocky heart of him, 
not suspected by every one. 

I add only that the Fabrice, who had poor George in Ms 
arms that night, is a man woiih mentioning. The ' same 
Fabrice (Fabricius, or perhaps GoMschwidt m German) who 
wen| Fiiivoy from the Holstein-Gottorp people to 
Charles xii. in his Turkish time ; and stayed with his Swedish 
Majesty there, for a year or two, indeed till the catastrophe 
came. His Official Letters from that scene ■ are in print, this 
long while, though considerably forgotten ; ® a little Yoliime, 
ivortli many big ones that have been published on that 
subjecf. The same Fabrice, following Hanover afterwards^' 
came across to London in due course wand there he did 
another memorable thing : made acquaintance with the 

1 Horace Walpole, I^emmjscenm. r 

: Piitoiirgay’s Despatches^ in the State-Paper Office. * 

^ 'JneaiGtes du Sejofir in Eof de Stdde ti Bender ^ LeJires de J/. k Barm 
de Fahria pour sermr daiaircusment PBistoire de Charles X//. (Hamboiirg* 
1760^ 8vo}. « 
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Monsieur Aronet, then a young French Exile ^there, i\rouet 
Junior le Jeune or t J.’), who, — ^by an ingenious anagr/rHi^ 
contrived #r his iiKpgnation at such baiiiishm®nt,ir- Tviites 
himself Voltaire ever since ; w^o has been publishing ' a 
Henriade^ and doing otl?er things. Now it was by questioning 

^tliis Fabrice, and fndustriously picking thfe memory of kim 
clean, that M. de Voltaire wrote another book, much more 
of an ‘^Epic’’ than Henri tv., — a History^ namely, of 
Cha^des XIL ; ^ which seems to me the best** written of ail hig 
Books, and wants nothing but ti'utli (indeed a dreadful want) 
to make it a possession forever. Voltaire^ if you %vant fine 
writing ; Adlerdhld and Fdbrtcc^ if you would see the features 
of #h^ Fact : these three are still the Books upon Charles xn. 


Hie Pi'imkm Majesty Jails into one 


of his hypochondriacal Fits 


Before this event, his Majesty was in gloomy humour; and 
special vexations had ^peradded themselves. Early in the 
Spring, a difficult huff of quarrelf the consummation of a 
good many grudges long subsivsting, had fallen-out with his 
neighbour of Saxony, the Majesty of Poland, August, whom 
we have formerly heard of, a conspicuous Majesty in those 
days ; called even ^ August the Great ’ by some persons in his 
own time ; but now chiefly remembered by his splcndjOur of 
iipliolsteiy, his enormous expenditure in drinking and other- 
wise, also by his Three-Hundred and Fifty-four Bastards 
(probably the maximum of any King’s performance in that 
line), and called August der Starke, ^ August the Physically 
Strong.’ This exemplaxy Sovereign could not well be a man 
fltccording to Friedrich Wilhelm’s heart : accordingly they had 
their huffs and litfie collisions now and then: that of the 
Protestant Directorate and Heidelberg Px'otestants, for instance; 
indeed it w§s generally about Protestantism ; and more lately 
there had been high ’words and gcorrespondings about the 


'T See Voltaire, xxx. 7, 127. 

XXX. Avant-Pfopos, p. ii.). , # 
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* Protfistaiits o| Thom ’ (a bad tragedy, of Jesuit intrusion and 
,P§hsh Ferocity,! enacted there in 17^4);^ — in which sad 
biisi^^sstFriedricli* Wilhelm loyally interfered, though Britannic 
George of blessed memory rand others were but lukewarm;' 
and nothing conid be done in_it. 'Nothing except angry 
coiTespondeiiee wixh King August ; very’ provoking Co the 
poor soul, who had no hand but a nominal^one in the Thorn 
catastrophe, being driven into- it by his unruly Diet alone. 

* In* fact, August, with his glittering ^^eyes and excellent 
physical constitution, was a very good-humoured fellow ; 
supremely pleasant in society ; and by no means wishful to 
cheat you, or do you a mischief in business, — unless his 
necessities compelled him ; which often were great. * But 
Friedricli Wilhelm always kept a good eye on such points; 
and had himself suffered nothing from the gay eupeptic Son 
of Belial, either in their old Stralsund copartnery or otherwise. 
So that, except "for these Protestant affairs, — and alas, one 
other little cause, — Friediich Wilhelm had contentedly left the 
Ph}'sica]Iy Strong to his o*vn coin\se, doing the civilities of the 
road to him when tlxey met; and nothing ill had fallen-out 
between them. This other little cause — alas, it is the old 
story , of recruiting ; one'^s poor Hobby again ' giving offence ! 
Special recruiting brabbles there had been ; severe laws passed 
m Saxony aBout these kidnapping operations : and always in 
the Diets, when (|uestion rose of this matter, August had been 
particularly loud in his denouncings. Which ’was unkind, 
though not unexpected. But now, in the Spring of 1727, 
here has a worse case than any arisen. 

Captain Natzmer, of I knov^ not what Prussian Kegimeiit, 
Sachsen-Weimar Cuirassiers, ” or another, had dropt ovo*: 
into Saxony, to see what could be done ill picking up a tall 
man or two. Tall men, one , or two, Captain Natziiier did 
pick up, nay a tall deserter or two (Saxon soldier^ inveigled to 
desert) ; but finding ifis operations get air, he hastily withdreT/ 

^ Account of it in Bucbholz, L 9^102. 

^ iii, 204. « 
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into Brandenburg territory^ again. Saxon Officials followeii him 
into Brandenburg territory; snapt him back^ifito Saxon ; trSd 
him ' by Safeon law there ; — Saxon law, express m such case, 
condemns him to be hanged; and^that^ is his doom accordingly. 

^ Captain Natzmer to swing on the ' gallows ? Taken on 
"^Brandenburg terriWy too, and not the least notice -gr/en 
me?’ Friedrich^ Wilhelm blazes into flaming whirlwind; 
sends an Official Gentleman, ejie Katsch, to his Excellenz 
Baron von Sulim (the Crown-Prince‘‘s cultivated friend), with 
this appalling message : ^ If Natzmer be#hanged, for certain I 
will use reprisals ; you yourself shall swing 1 ’ Whereupon 
Suhm, in panic, fled over the marches to his Mastet; who 
buMied him for his pusillanimous terrors; and applied to 
Friedrich Wilhelm, in fine frenzy of indignant astoiflshment, 
^ What, in Heaven’s name, such meditated outrage on the law 
of nations, and flat insult to the Majesty #f Kings, can have 
meant ? ’ Friedrich Wilhelm, the first fury Ibeiiig spent, sees 
that he is quite out of square ; disaVows the reprisals upon 
Sohm. ‘'.Message misdelivered by ’my Official Gentleman, 
that stupid Katsch ; never did intend to liang Suhm ; oh, 
no ; ’ with much other correspondence ; ^ — and is very angry at' 
himself, and at the Natzmer affair, which has brought him 
into this bad pass. Into open impropriety ; into danger of 
an utter rupture, had King August been of quarrelsyme turi'. 
But King August was not quarrelsome ; and then Seckeiidorf 
and the Tobacco-Parliament, — on the Kaiser’s score, who 
wants Pragmatic Sanction and much else out of these two 
Kings, and can at no rate have them quarrel in the present 
juncture,^ — ^were eager to queifch the fire. King August let 
Natzmer go ; Suhm returned to his post ; ^ and things hustled 
themselves into some uneasy posture of silence again ; — uneasy 
to the sensitive fancy of Friedrich Wilhelm above all. This 
is Ms wor«t collision with his Neighbour of Saxony; and 
springing from one’s Hobby again li — 

^ In Manvilion (ii. i89>i95) more of it than any one will read. ■ 

® Pollnitz, ii, 254. » 
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Tfcyese sorraivsj the death of Geoi’ge i., with anxieties as to 
Glorge iL and #Jie course he might take; ail this, it was 
though^ preyed upon his Majesty'^s spirits ; — 'Wilhfhiiiim says 
it was ^ the frequent carousa'^s with Seckendorf,’ and an afiair 
chiefly of the ro}^! digestive-apparatus. Like enough; — or 
both might combine. It is certain his Majesty fell into one 
of his hypochondrias at this time ; talked of abdicating ^ and 
other gloomy things, and was very black indeed. So that 
Seckendorf and Grumkow began to be ala^^med. It is se’^^eral 
months ago he had Eranke the Halle Methodist giving ghostly 
counsel ; Ms Majesty ceased to have the Newspapers read at 
dinner f and listened to lugubrious Franke’s exhortations 
instead. Did English readers ever hear of Franke? - Let 
them liTake a momentary acquaintance with this famous 
German Saint. August Hermann Franke, a Lubeck man, 
born 1663 ; Professor of Theology, of Hebrew, Lecturer on 
the Bible ; a wandering, persecuted, pious man. Founder of 
the ® Pietists,^ a kind of^German Methodists, who are still a 
famed Sect in that country ; and of the Wauenham^ at tialle, 
grand Orphan-house, built by charitable beggings of Franke, 
which also still subsists* A reverend gentleman, very 
mournful of visage, now sixty-four; and for the present, at 
Berlin, discoursing of things eternal, in what Wilhelmina 
%inki very lugubrious manner. Well ; but surely in a 
very serious manner! The shadows of death w^ere already 
round this poor Franke ; and in a few weeks more, he had 
himself departed. ^ But hear Wilhelmina, what account she 
gives of her own and the young Grenadier-MajoFs behaviour 
on these mournful occasions. 'Seckendorf’s dinners she con- 
siders 'to be the cause; all spiiitual sorrows only an adjunct 
not worth meiitioning. It is certain enough, 

^ liis Majesty began to become valetudinary' ; and the liypociioiidria 
which tormented him rendered his humour very melancholy. Monsieur 
Franke, the famous Pietist, founder of the Orphan-house at Halle 
University, contributed not a little to exaggeratenthat latter evil. This 


^ Dkd Sth June 1727. 
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reverend gentleman entertained the King by raising 'scruples of con- 
science abont_ the most innocent matters. He condeir^ned all pleasnref ; 
damnable all of tbj^^m^ be said^ even bunting and nfosic. ^You were to 
speak of noming but tbe Word of God only ; all other conversation was 
forbidden. It was always b^ that carri^ on^be imgroving talk at table ; 
where be did tbe office of reader, as if it bad been a refectory of monks, 
•The King treated us tc?a sermon" every afternoon j^is valet-de-cbamibre 
gave out a psalm, which we all sang ; you bad to listen to this sermon 
with as much devout Attention as if it bad been an apostle’s. !My Brother 
and I bad all tbe mind in" tbe world to'Taugb ; we tried bard to kee]^ from 
laughing ; but often burst out. Thereupon reprimand^ with all the 
anathemas of tbe Church burled out on us ; wbi^h we bad to take with a 
contrite penitent air, a thing not easy to bring your face to at tbe 
moment. In a word, this dog of a Franke * (he died within fewsmonths^ 
poor soul, ce chien de Franke) ^led us tbe life of a set of Monks of La 
Tra^p^. 

^ Such excess of bigotry awakened still more gothic thouglits in tbe 
Kang. He resolved to abdicate tbe crown in favour of my Brother. He 
used to talk. He would reserve for himself 10,000 crowns a-year ; and 
retire with tbe Queen and his Daughters to IVusterhausen. There, 
added be, I will pray to Go|J ; and manage ^tbe farming economy, while 
my wife and girls take care of tbe household matters. You are clever, 
he said to me ; I will give you the insp&tion of the linen, which you 
shall mend and keep in order, taking good charge of laundry matters. 
Frederika ’ (now thirteen, married to Anspach tw'o years hence), ^ who is 
miserly, shall have charge of all the stores of the house. Charlotte ’ (now 
eleven, Duchess of Brunswick by and by) ^ shall go to market and buy 
our provisions ; and my Wife shall take charge of the little children/ 
says Friedrich Wilhelm, and of the kitchen.’ ^ • 

Poor Friedrich Wilhelm ; %vhat an innocent Idyllmm ; — which cannot 
be executed by a King. ^ He had even begun to work at an Instruction, 
or Farewell Advice, for my Brother ; ’ and to point tow^ards various steps, 
which alarmed Grumkow and Seckendorf to a high degree .1 

^Abdication/ with a Crow-*",Pi'mce ready to fall into the 

^ ^ Little children are; i*. Sophie D’ 'A eight, ivho married Margraf 
of Schwedt, and was unltippy; 2®. I, ■' -grave little soul of seven, Queen 
of Sweden afterwards ; 3®. August Y ■■ ■ ■ 'i/age now five, became Father of a 
new Friedrich Wilhelm, who was Ki'’^,oy and by, and produced the Kings that 
•still are ; 4°. Amelia, now four, born in the way saw ; and 5®. Henri^ still 
,, ti arms, just beginning to walk. There will j|e a Sixth and no more (son of this 
Sixth, a Berlin wa^kilkd, in 1806, at the Battle of Jena, or a day or two 
before) ; but the sixth is not yet come to hand. 

^ Wilhdmiiia, Memoires de Bareith^ i, 108. • 
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arms, of England, and a sudden finis to our Black- Art, will 

no means seit Seckendorf and Grmiikow ! Yet here is 
Wiiiteifc coining ; solitary Wtisterhansen, with the faisty winds' 
'piping round itj will make matters worse : something must 
be contrived ; and what ? The.^ two, after study, ^ persuade 
Fi%kiiiiarshal Flemming over at Warsaw (ilugust the Stroiig’’s" 
chief man, the Flemming of Voltaire’s Charles XII. ; Prussian 
by birth, though this long while in Saxon service), That if he 
the Fieldmarslial were to pay, accidentallj*, as it were, a little 
visit to Ms native Brandenburg just now, it might have fine 
effects on those foolish Beiiin-Warsaw clouds that had risen. 
The Fieldmarshal, well affected in such a case, manages the 
little visit, readily persuading the Polish Majesty; anch dissi- 
pates tne clouds straightway, — being well received by Fried- 
rich Wilhelm, and seconded by the Tobacco-Parliament with 
all its might. Out at Wusterliausen everything is comfortably 
settled. Nay, Madam Flemming, young, brilliant, and direct 
from the seat of fashitm ; it was sSe that first ^ built-up ’ 
Wilhelinina’s hair on jii^ principles, and put some life into 
her appearance,^ And now the Fieldmarshal (Tobacco-Par- 
liament suggesting it) hints further, ^ If his Prussian Majesty, 
in the mere greatness of his mind, were to appear suddenly 
in Dresden wlien liis rova! Friend %vas next there,— what a 
«Rii.ijb%st%.fter cloucls were that ; how welcome to the Polish 
Majesty i’ — Hm, Na, would it, then ? ’—The Polish ]\'Iajesty 
puts that out of question ; specially sends invitation for the 
Carnival-time just coming ; and Friedrich Wilhelm will, 
accordingly, see Dresden and him on that occasion." In those 
days, Carnival means ^Fashionable Season,’ rural nobility 
rallying to headquarters for a ivhile, and social gaie'ties goii% 
on ; and in Protestant Countries it nieanf nothing more. 

’.This, in substance, was the real origin of I?riedrich Wil- 
helm’s sudden visit to^Dresden, which astonished ’Uhe world, in 
January next. It 'makes m great figure in the old Books. ' ft 

t 

^ Wilhelmina, i, n7* 

® IMd, i, loS, 109 ; loUmtsK, it 254 ; .FassmanB, p. 3f4. 
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did kindle Dresden Carnival and the PhysicaKj Strong into 
supreme illumination, for the time being j fend proved the 
• seal of agreement, and even of a kind of friendliness 
between this heteroclitQ. pair of Sovereigns, —if anybodv now 
^ cared for those points. It rs with our Crown-Prince’s "share 
mit that we are alone concerned; and that may require a 
Chapter to itself. . 


c 


CHAPTER III 

Q 

» - VISIT TO DRESDEN 

Oot of the most important adventures, for ouF young 
Crown-Pnnce, was this visit of his, along with Pajm, to 
Dresden in the Carnival of 1728. Visit contrived by Secken- 
dorf and Company, as^ we have seen, to divert the Kino-'s 
melancholy, and without view to the Crown-Prince at all. 
The Crown-Prince, now sixteen, and not in the best favour 
with his Father, had not been intended to accompany; was 
to stay at Potsdam and diligently drill : nevertheless an 
estafette came for him from the gallant Polish' Majesty 
ilhelmina had spoken a word to good Suhm, vyho wrote to 
his King,^ and the hospitable message came. Friedatxl.mftde* 
no loitering,— to Dresden is but a hundred miles, one good 
clay lie arrived there on the morrow after liis . Father * 
King ‘on the 14th January 1728,’ dates Fassmanij ; ‘ Crown- 
Prince on the 15th,’ which I find was Thursday. The 
Crown-Pnnce lodged with FielSmarshal Flemming ; Friedrich 
vVilhelm, having cgme in no state, refused King Auo-usfs 
pressings, and took-up his quarters with ‘ the General Field- 
marshal Wackerbarth, Commandant in Dresden,’— pleasant 
old militaipf gentleman, who had besieged Stralsund alono- 
with him in times ^gone. Except** Gramkow, Derschau and 
one or two of less impoi-tance, with the due minimum of 
Valetry, he* had brought no retinua ; the Crown-Prince had 

VOL. II. • 
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'J^nkeiisteiii Aid Kalkstein with him. Tutor and Sub-Tutor, 
oiicialiy there. •« And he lodges with old Count Flemming 
and liis*cle\W fashionable Madam, — -the diligent %ut tmsuc- * 
cessfui Flemmings a cotirti&* of the Jiighest civility, though 
iraeiind, and ^ wit|| a passion foii making ^Treaties,’ wliom we 
know since Charles xii.ls tiiiie. 

Amongst the round of splendours now «et on foot, Fried- 
rich Wilhelm had, by accidtmt of Nature, the spectacle of 
a house on fire, — rather a symbolic onS in those parts, — - 
afforded him, almost to start with. Deep in the first Satur- 
day night, or rather about two in the morning of Sunday, 
Wackerbartlts grand house, kindling by negligence some- 
where m the garrets, blazed up, irrepressible ; and, with" its 
■endless upholsteries, with a fine library even, went all into 
fianie : so that ^ his Majesty, scarcely saving his chatouUle 
(box of preeiositfes), had to hurry out in undress ; — over to 
Flemming's where his Son was ; where they both continued 
thenceforth. Tliis was the one touch of rough, amid so 
iniicli of dulcet that occurred : no evil, this touch, almost 
ratliei* otherwise, except to poor Wackerbarth, whose fine 
House lay wrecked by it. 

l?he visit lasted till February ISth, four wrecks and a, 
day.^ Xeve^r w’’ere such thrice-magnificent Carnival amuse- 
: illuminations, cannon salvoings and fireworks ; operas, 
comedies, redoubts, sow-baitings, fox- and badger-baiting, re- 
viewing, running at the ring : — dinners of never-imagined 
quality, this, as a daily item, needs no express mention. 

To the young Soldier- Apprentice all this was, of course, in 
pleasant contrast with the Potsdam Guardhouse ; and Fried- 
rich Wilhelm himself is understood to li£^ve liked at least the 
dinners, and the airy courteous w^ays, light table-wit and ex- 
treme good humour of, the host. A successful visit; burns 
oft' like successful fire^vorks, piece after pi,ece : anfl wdiat more 
is to be said ? Of all tins nothing nor, if we eoiiid help 
t, of another little circumstance, not inentioned by the News- 
papers or Fassmann, which constitutes the ineanliiig of this : 
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Visit for us now. It is a master difficult* to handle^in 
speech. An English Editor, chary of such topics, will let 
two witnSsses speak,. credible both, though not eyewitnesses; 
and leave it to the reader so. Babbling Pollnitz is the first 
^ witness; he deposes, after alluding to the sumptuous dinings 
and drinkings there : ^ 

One day the two Kings^ after dinner^ went in domino to the redoubt ' 
(ndoitoy what we n^,w call rout or evening- ‘party). ^August had a 
mind to take an opportunity, and try whether the re^iorts of Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s indifference to the fair sex were correct or not. To this end, 
he had had a young damsel (Junge Person) of extraordinary beauty intro- 
duced into some side-room ; where they nc^entered. She wal lying on 
a ^ed. in a loose gauzy undress ; and though masked, showed so many 
charms to the eye that the imagination could not but judge v«?y favour- 
ably of the rest ^ The King of Poland approached, in that gallant way of 
his, which had gained him such favour with women. He begged her to 
unmask ; she at first affected reluctance, and wou^d not. He then told 
her who he was ; and said. He hoped she w^ouid not refuse, when two 
Kings begged her to show «»;hem' this complaisance. She thereupon took 
off her mask, and showed them one of the loveliest faces in the world* 
August seemed quite enchanted ; and safd, as if it had been the first time 
he ever saw her. He could not comprehend how so bewitching a beauty 
had hitherto remained unknown to him. 

‘Friedrich VViHielm could not help looking at her. He said to the 

King of Poland, "She is very beautiful, it must be owned” ; but at 

the same instant turned his eyes away from her ; and left th^ and 

the ridotto altogether without delay ; went home, and shiit hi&sAf m 
his room. He then sent for Herr von Grumkow, and bitterly complained 
that the King of Poland wanted to tempt him. Herr von Grumkow, 
who was neither so chaste nor so conscientious as the King, was for 
making a jest of the matter ; hut the King took a very serJbus tone ■ and 
commanded him to tell the King- of Poland in Ms name, “ITilt he 
begged him very much not to e.vpose him again to accidents .of that 
Sature, unless he wished to have him quit Dresden at once.” Herr von 
Grumkow did his message. The King of Poland laughed heartily at it • 
went straight to Friedrich Wilhelm, and excused himself. The King of 
Prussia, however, kept his grim look ; so that August ceased joking, and 
turned the dlMogue on some other subject.’ * • 

n 

This is PolliiitzV testimony, gathered from the whispers of 

^ Pollnitz, ii. 256. 
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tlie Tabagie, cir ruiiiours in tbe Court-circles, and may be taken 
as indisputable ii the main. Wilhelmina, deriving from similar 
sources, tod Squally uncertain in details,, ptints more Artistically; 
nor lias she forgo|teii the sequel for |ier Brother, wliich at 
present is the essei^tial circumstanj^e : ^ ^ 

^Oiie evening, wlien tlie rites of Bacchus had been well attended to, the 
King of Poland led the King* (my jPather), ^strolling about, by degrees, 
into a #00111 very riclily ornamented, all the fiirnit^ure and arrangements 
of which w^ere in # ^piite exquisite taste. The King, charmed with wliat he 
saw, paused to contemplate the beauties of it a little ; wdien, all on a 
sudden, a curtain rose, and displayed to him one of the most extraordinary 
sights. It was a girl in the condition of our First Parents, carelessly 
lying on a bed. This creature was more beautiful than they paint Vemxs 
and the lii*aces ; she presented to view^ a form of ivory whiter than snow, 
and more gracefully shaped than the Venus de* Medici at Florence. ' The 
cabinet which contained this treasure was lighted by so many wax-candles 
that their brillianey dazzled you, and gave a new splendour to the beauties 
of the goddess. 

^ The Authors of this fine comedy did not doubt but the object would 
make an impression on the King s heart ; but it was quite otlierwise. No 
sooner liad lie cast liis eyes on the beauty than he whirled round with 
Indigiiatioii ; and seeing my Brother behind him, he pushed him roughly 
out of the room, and immediately quitted it himself ; very angry at the 
scene they hail, been giving him. He spoke of it, tliat same evening, to 
i s-rumko'iv, in very strong terms ; and declared with emphasis that if the 
like frolics, were tried on liini again, he wmald at once quit Bresclen. 

Wit-'i my Brother it was otherwise. In spite of the King*s care, he 
had got a full view of that Cabinet "Arenas ; and the sight of her did not 
inspire in him so much horror as in his father.* ^ — Very likely not I — 
And in fact, he obtained her from the King of Poland, in a rather 
singular wtij'^d'une fa^mi msez singulm^e)' — describable, in condeiiseci 
terms, as follows : 

Willielmiiia says, Iiex’ poor Brother^ had been already 
cliarmed otei: head and ears by a gay j'oung baggage of a 
Countess Orzelska ; a verv hioK and airv Countess there ; whose 
'history is not to be tpiiclied, except upon eoinpukion', and as 
if with a pair of tongs,— thiice famous as she oiK^e ivas in this 
wSaxoii Court of Beelzebub. She ivas King Augiisfs natural 
^ Wilhelmina, i. XX2. 
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daughter ; a French milliner in W arsaw had produced her |or 
him there. , In due time, a male of the tiree-hundred and 
fifty-fouiy one RutoWwiki, soldier by profession^ whom "we shall 
again hear of, took heiitfor mistress ; regardjess of natural half- 
sisterhood, which oerhaps Le did not know of. The admiring 
Rutowski, being of a participative turn, introduced her, after 
a while, to his honoured parent and hers ; by whom nes:t — 
Heavens, human language is uiiequal to the history of such 
things ! And it Is in this capacity she now shines supreme in 
the Saxon Court ; ogling poor young Kitz, and driving him 
distracted; — which phenomenon the Beelzebub Parent-Lover 
noticed with pain and jealousy, it would appear. 

Polish Majesty distinguished her extremely,’ says 
Pdllnitz,^ ^and was continually visiting her; so that the 
universal inference was’ — ^to the above unspeakable effect, 
* She was of fine figure ; had something grand in her air and 
carriage, and the prettiest humour in the world. She often 
appeared in men’s clothes, which became her very well. People 
said she was extremely openhandecf ; ’ as indeed the Beelzebub 
Parent-Lover was of the like quality (when he had cash about 
him), and to her, at this time, he was profuse beyond limit. 
Truly a tempting aspect of the Devil, this expensive Orzelska : 
something beautiful in her, if there are no Laws in this Uni- 
verse ; not so beautiful, if there are i Enough to ti5ri> tlfe 
head of a poor Crown-Prince, if she like, for some time. ” He 
is just sixteen gone ; one of the prettiest lads and sprightliest ; 
his homage, clearly enough, is not disagreeable to ihe baggage. 
Wherefore jealous August, the Beelzebub-Parent, takes his 
measures; signifies to Fritz, in direct terms, or by discreet 
."diplomatic hints ^nd innuendos, That he 'can have the 
Cabinet Venus (Formera her name, of Opera-singer kind) ; — - 
hoping thereby that the Orzelska will be left alone in time 
coming, A msez singiilihre ’ fm: a Sovereign Majesty 

"and Beelzebub Parent-Lover, thinkS Wilhelmina. 

# 

Thus has our poor Fritz fallen into the wake of Beelzebub ; 

# 

^ Mmmiren^ 
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sin^ is iiot in a %oocI way* Under such and no better guidance,, 
ill this illicit prelnature manner, he gets his introduction to 
the paradise of the world. The Formers, beautiful Is painted 
Chaos; yes, her;'-iraiid Miy^not, after®a irhile, the Orzelska 
too,^ all the same ? * A wonderful Armida-G^irdeii, sure eiifugli. 
Aticf cannot one adore the painted divine beauties there (lovely 
as certain apples of the Dead Sea), for sotne time? — ^Tiie 
miseries all this brought into Ms existence, — into his relations 
with a Father "^ry rigorous in piinciple, an& with a Universe 
still, more so, — ^for yeHrs to come, w-ere neither few nor small 
And that is the main outcome of the Dresden visitings for 
him and us. — 

Great^ledges pass between the two Kings ; Prussian Crown- 
Prince decorated with the Order of the Saxon Eagle, or wiiat ■ 
supreme distinction they had ; Rutowski taken over to Berlin 
to leam war and where he did not remain long : in 'fact 
a certain liking seems to have risen between the two heteroclite 
incliviclo,alities, wdiich is perhaps worth remembering as a point 
in natural history, if not otnemvise. One other small result of 
the visit is of pictorial nature. In the famed Dresden Gallery 
there is still a Picture, high up, visible if you have glasses, 
wiiere the Saxon Court-Painter, on Friedrich Wilhelm's bidding 
it is said, ^ soon after these auspicious occurrences, represents 
the two Majesties as large as life, in their respective costumes 
and features (short Potsdam Grenadier-Colonel and tall Saxon 
Darius or Sardaiiapaliis), in the act of shaking hands ; 
syiiibolicallj rburyiiig past grudges, and swearing eternal friend- 
ship, so to speak.^ To this editor the Picture did not seem 
good for iiiueli ; but Friedrich Wiihelin'’s Portrait in it, none 
of the best, may be of use to travelling /riends of liis who' 
have no other. 

The visit ended on the 12th of February, as the Newspapers 
testify. Long before^ daybreak, at three in the morning, 
Friedrich Wilhelm, who Bad smoked aftpr dinner till nine 
the night before," and taken leave of everybody, was on the 

r 

^ FBrster, i, 226. 
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road ; ' but was astonished to find King Awgust and the 
Electoral Prince or Heir- Apparent (who hadiprivately sat l!p 

# for the ptrpose) insig,t on conducting him to his carriage.^ 

Great tokens of affection^’ knovm tm the Newspapers^ there' 
were and one token not ^yet known, a promise on King 

* August^ipart that he would return this ever-memorable c5nv 

pliment in person, at Potsdam and Berlin in a few months. 
Remember, then ! — ^ 

•; 9 ': ' 

As for the poor Crown-Prince, whom alreadjPhis Father did 
not like, he now fell into circumstances more abstruse than 
ever in that and other respects. Bad health, a dangerous 
liit^ering fit of that, soon after his return home, was one of 
the first consequences. Frequent fits of bad health, fSv some 
years coming ; with ominous rumours, consultations of physi- 
cians, and reports to the paternal Majesty, which produced 
small comfort in that quarter. The sad truth*, dimly indicated,, 
is sufficiently visible : Bis life for th^ next four or five years- 
was ^ extremely dissolute.’ Poor young man, he has got into 
a disastrous course; consorts chiefly with debauched young 
fellows, as Lieutenants Katte, Keith, and others of their stamp, 
who lead him on ways not pleasant to his Father, nor con- 
formable to the Laws of this Universe. Health, either^ of 
body or of mind, is not to be looked for in his presa,it,^ay of' 
life. The bright young soul, with its fine strengths and gifts 
wallowing like a young rhinoceros in the mud-bath : — some- 
say, it is wholesome for a human soul ; not we ! 

, All this is too certain ; rising to its height in the years we 
^ are now got to, and not ending for four or five years to come : 
and the' reader can conceive all this, and whether its effects 
were good or not. , Friedrich Wilhelm’s old-standing disfavour’ 
is converted into open aversion and protest, many times into 
fits of sonpw, rage and despair, on hi^ luckless Son’s behalf ; 
—and it appears doubtful whethei this bright young human 
^ soul, comparable fol: the present to a rhinoceros wallowing in 

2. Boyer, xxxv. 199. 
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the iiiod-bathJwith nothing but its snout visible^ and a dirty 
gurgle all tlie sotipd it makes, will ever get out again or not. 

The fliiiidceros soul got out ; but ncg; uniiijixred^ alas, no, » 
bitterly polluted, tragicaily dimmed of^its finest radiances for 
the remainder of jife. The distinguished Sauerteig, his 
SpPmgimimeinj has these words : ^ To bum away, in mad waste, 
the divine aromas and plainly celestial elements from our exist-' 
ence ; to change oiir holy-ofi-hoHes into a place of riot ; to 
Biake^he soul itself hard, impious, barren*! Surely a clay is 
coming, when it will he known again what virtue is in purity 
and continence of life; how divine is the blush of young 
human * cheeks ; how high, beneficent, sternly inexorable ■ if, 
forgotten, is the duty kid, not om' women only, but on ^vcry 
creatur^ in regard to these particulars ? Well ; if such a day 
never come again, then I perceive much else will never come. 
Magnanimity aiid-^ depth of insight will never come ; heroic 
purity of heart and of eye ; noble pious valour, to amend us 
and the age of' bronze and lacker, how can they ever come ? 
The scandalous bronze-k'^^ker age, of hungry animalisms, 
spiritual impoteiicies and mendacities, will have to run its 
course, till the Pit swallow itd — 

In the case of Friedrich, it is certain such a day 'never fully 
'came. The * age of bronze and lacker,** so as it then stood,— 
r£jli^,ved truly by a backbone of real Spartan iron (of right 
battle steel when needed) : this was all the world lie ever got 
to dream of. His idea!, compared to that of some, was but 
low ; Ms existence a hard and barren, though a genuine one, 
and only worth much memory in the absence of better. 
Enough of all that. 

^ .. ^ 

The PhymaJly Strong pays Ms Counter-Visit 

August the Strong ^aid Ms Betum-visit in Ma^ following. 
Of which sublime transac^jion, stupendous as it then was to 
the Journalistic unincl, we should now mak^ no mention, except 
for its connexion with those points, — and more esjJeciallj for 
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a foolish nmiour, which now rose about Prince^' Fred and t^e 
Double-Marriage, on occasion of it. The magnificence of this ' ' 
visit and. 'feception bring so extreme, — King August, for one 
item,, sailing to it, wi|jb sound of trumpet ^^d Imutbois, in 
silken, flotillas gayer than Cleopatra^ down the Elbe, — there 
was a rush towards Berlin of what we will not call the scum, 
but must call thewfoam of mankind, rush of the idle moneyed ^ 
populations from all countries; and -such a crowd there, for 
the three weeks, ds "was seldom seen. Foam .everywhere is . 
stirred up, and encouraged to get under nvay. 

Prince Frederick of Hanover and England, ^ Duke of 
Edinburgh ’ as they now call him, ^ Duke of Gloucester ’ no 
loBgcr, it would seem, nor ^ Prince of Wales as ^et ; he, 
foamy as another, had thoughts of coming ; and rumour of 
Mm rose very high in Berlin, — how high we have still singular 
proof. Here is a myth, generated in the busy Court-Imagim- 
tion of Berlin at this time ; written down by Pollnitz as plain 
fact afterwards ; and firom him idly copied into Coa^e ^ and 
, other English Books.- We abriige from watery Pollnitz, 
taking caj’e of any sense he has. This is what ran in certain 
high-frizzled heads then and there : and W’-as dealt-out in 
whispers to a privileged few, watery Pollnitz’s informers 'among 
them, till they got a myth made of it. Frederick Duke of 
Edinburgh, second hope of England at this time, lie »iStthfe 
hero. 

It appears, this loose young gentleman, standing in no 
favour with his sovereign Father, had never yet^been across 
to England, the royal Pai’ent preferring rather not to have 
him in sight ; and was living idle at Planover ; very^ eager 
be wedded, to l^ilhelmma, as one grand and at present 
grandest resource of his existence. It is now May 1T£8; 
and Frederick Duke of Edinburgh is twenty-one. He writes 
to his Aun|: and intended Mother-in-laj^^, Queen Sophie (date 
f ; ; - ascertainable to a day, Notei burnt as soon as read) : 
"^'’•ihat he can endure this ’tantalising 'Suspense no longer ; such i 
^ ^ Coxa’s Walpde (Lon<?o», 1798), 1. 520, 
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eiidks|> liigglix% about a supreme blessedness,, virtually agreed 
upon, limy be spqrt to others, but is death to him* That 
he will 00111# privately at once, and wed«his Wilheli^iiia ; and 
so make an end ; the bigwig to adju|t it afterwards as. they 
can and may**’ Wlsereupozi Sophie Bor^thee, gladd^t of 
wmifieiis sends for l\ibourgay the British Ambassador (Briga- 
dier Dobourgay, the respectable old geiitlenpn wdio spells ilb 
who is strong for the Doubfe-Marriage always), to tell him 
ivhat^fine news there is, and what ans%'er she has sent. 
Respectable Bubourgay stands silent, with lengthening face : 
^ Your Majesty, how unfortunate that of all men now hear 
it ! I *inust instantly dispatch a courier with the news to 
London ! ’ And the respectable' man, stoically deaf tc? Iier 
Majestya entreaties, to all considerations but that of his. 
evident duty, ^ sends the courier ’ (thinks Pollnitz) ; — nips 
thereby that fine Hanover speculation in the bud, sees Prince 
Fred at once suoinioned over to England, and produces several 
effects. Nearly the whole of which, on examining the Docu- 
ments,^ proves to be myth, x- 

Pollnitz himself adds two circumstances, in regard to it, 
which are pretty impossible : as, first, that Friedrich Wilhelm 
had joyfully consented to this ' clandestine marriage, and was 
eagerly ivaiting for it; second, that George il too had 
favoured or even instigated the adventure, being at 
heart willing to escape the trouble of Messages to Parliament, 
to put his Son in the wTong, and I know not what.^ The 
particles of fact in the affair are likewise two : First, that 
Queen Sophie, and from her the Courtier Public generally, 
expected the Hanover Royal Highness, who probably had real 
thoughts of seeing Berlin and, his Intended* on this occasioiif 
Duboiirgay reports daily rumours of the Royal Highness 
being , actually , ‘ seen there in an evanescent manner ; and 
' Wilhelmina says, her Mother was so certain of liinir she took 

- ' ' a ^ 

X Diibourgay*s Despatches (172S : zg May, i Jinie, sC'Jct.), in the Stale-Paper 
Ohice here. ■ 

® PollniU, il. 272-274. 



123 


CHAP, ift.] •VISI*r TO DRESDEN 

May xyaS] 

every ass or mule for the Royal Highness,' — heartily indilf^reiit 
to Wilhelmina. This is the first particle of faA. The Second 
• is, that a labaltern • Official about the Royal Hi^hndlis, one 
Lamotjie of Hanover, w|jo had apj^ear^d in ^erlin about that 
time, ,\i5as thrown into prison not long after, for what mis* 
Ibehaviour none knew, — for encouraging dissolute Royal 
Highness in wild schemes, it was guessed. And so the Myth 
grew^, and was found ready foB* Polliiitz and his followers. 
Royal Highness did* come over to England; no^then as^ the 
Myth bears, but nine months afteiwards in December next; and 
found other means of imtating his imperative, flighty, irascible 
and rather foolish little Father, in an ever-increasing degree. 

^ Ve^y “coldly received at Court,’ it is said : ill seen by Walpole 
and the Powers ; being too likely to become a focus of 
Opposition there. 

The Visit, meanwhile, though there came no Duke of 
Edinburgh to see it, was sublime in the extreme; Polish 
Majesty being magnificence itself ; afid the frugal Friedrich 
Wilhelm lighting-up his dim @ourt into insiiipassable 
brilliancy, regardless of expense ; so that even the Smoking 
Parliament (where August attended now and then) became 
luminous. The Crowm-Prince, who in late months had lan- 
guished in a state of miserable health, in a manner ominous- 
to his physicians, confined mostly to his room or 1iis*T5gd,^ 
was now happily on foot again ; — and Wilhelmina notes one 
circumstance which much contributed to his recovery : That 
the fair Orzelska had attended her natural (or ^unnatural) 
^Parent, on this occasion ; and seemed to be, as Wilhelmina 
^ 4 ;|mks, uncommonly kind to the Crown-Prince, The' peir- 
Apparent of Saxony, a taciturn, inoffensive rather opaque- 
looking gentleman, now turned of thirty, and gone over to 
Papistry long since, with view-^s to be King of Poland by and 
by, which p:oved effectual as we shall jSnd, -was also here : 
Count Briilil, too, |till in a very^ subaltern capacity, and 
others whom we and the Crown-Prince shall have to know. 
The Heir- Apparent’s Wife (actual IQjtiser’s Niece, late Kaiser^ 
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Joseph's Dai%liter^ a severe Austrian lady, haughtier than 
lively) has stall iit home in Dresden. 

at first hand, is a sligh| view of #iat iiiikpe, # 
Polish Majesty, the Sam>n Man of which the reader may; 
be pleased to accept out of idle cmiosi'^r^ if for nO|better 
relson. We abridge from Willielmina ; ^ whom Fassniann/ 
kindled to triple accuracy by this gi'aiid Ipisiiiess, is at hand 
to correct where needful : ^ JThe King of Poland arrived upon 
us at Berlin on the 29th of MayJ says Wflhelmina ; had been 
at Potsdam, under JFriedrich Wilhelm’^s care, for three days 
past: Saturday afternoon, 29th May 1728; that is with 
exactitude the ever-memorable date. 

■ He paid his respects in her Majesty's apartment, Jbr- an 
instaiiTj that evening; but made his formal visit next day. 
Very grand indeed. Carried by two shining particoloured 
creatures, heyducs so-called, through double rows of mere 
peerages and sublimities, in a sublime sedan (being lame of a 
foot, foot lately amputated of two toes, sore still open) : ^ in 
ii sedan covered with red welvet galooned with gold,' says the 
devout Fassnianii, tremblingly exa<*t, ‘ up the grand staircase 
along the grand Gallery ' ; in which supreme region (Apart- 
ments of the ' late King Friedrich of gorgeous memory) her 
Majesty now is for the occasion. * The Queen received him 
iat . the 'door of her thi.rd Antechamber,' says Wilheliniim ; 
third or outmost Antechamber, end of that grand Gallery and 
its peerages and shining creatures : ^ he gave the Queen his 
hand and led her iiiJ We Princesses were there, at least the 

^ i 124. 

* Dis Fiirsten nnd'JSerrn^ Herrn Friedrich An^usii 

Gfwsm Zedm mid Melden-ThaUn (Of that most glotiQus Prince and Lordj Cord 
Friedrich August the Great, King of Poland, etc. , the Life and Heroic Deeds, 
'by D* F. (David Fassmann), Frahkhirt and Leipzig, 1734 ; 121x10, pp, 1040. 

, A work, written with uptnrned eyes of prostrate admiration for 3 fqfesiiii 

C**Thetw^^ Majesty) ike GreaF ; exact too, but dealing #ierely with the 

■doikes of the matter, and such ajinatter ; w^ork unreadable, except on compul- 
sion, to the sttipidest mortal. The same Fassmani, who was at the Fair of 
St Germain, who lodged sometimes with the Potsdam Giant, and whose ways 
are 'all fallen dark, to ns. , , ' 
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® He refused to sit, and again refused'; ’ Stoically talked 
*;graciosities* disregarding the pain of his foot ; and did not, 
till refusal threatened become un'civil, jpjojnply with her 
Majesty’s entreaties^ ^ How impolite ! ’ smilgd he to us young 
*ones, ^ He had a majestic port and physiognomy ; an aSkble 
polite air accompanied all his movements, all his actions.'^ 
Kind of stereotyped smile on hh face ; nothing of the inner 
gloom visible on our Charles n. and similar meii, of sin. He 
looked often at Wilhelmina, and was complimentary to a 
degree,: — for reasons undivinable to Wilhelmina. For the 
rest, much broken for his age ’ ; the terrible debaucheries 
{le<^ d3auches terribles) having had their effect on him. He 
has fallen Widower last year. His poor Wife was a Bran- 
denburg - Baireuth Princess ; a devout kind of woman ; 
austerely witnessing the irremediable in her iot. Pie has got 
far on with his Three-hundred and fifty-four ; is now going 
fifty-five; lame of a foot, as we see, which the great Petit of 
Paris cannot cure, neither he nor fey Surgeon, but can only 
alleviate by cutting-off two toes. Pink of politeness, no 
doubt of it ; but otherwise the strangest dilapidated hulk of 
a two-legged animal without feathers ; probably, in fact, the 
chief Natural Solecism under the Sun at that epoch ; — 
extremely complimentary to us Pinncesses, to me espe^^faily.^ 
He quitted her Majesty'^s Apartment after an hour’s con- 
versation : she rose to recoiiduct him, but he would by no 
manner of means perniilj that,’ — and so vanished, , carried off 
doubtless by the shining creatures again. The ^Electoral 
Heir- Apparent, next made his visit ; but he' fas a 
diy subject in con'^arison, of whom no Princess could say 
much. Prince Friedrich will know him better by and by. 

Young Maurice, ^ Count of Saxony,’ famed afterwards as 
Mfm^ecJial he also is here with his Half-Sister Orzelska 

and the others, in th^ train of the '^ternal Man of Sin ; and 
makes acquaintance with Friedrich. He is son of the female 
Konigsmar?: called Aurora w'ho alo|ie of mortals could make 
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^haries Twelfth fly his ground") ; nephew, therefore, of the 
male Konigsmark who was cut-down long ago at Hanover, 
and buriecl in the fireplace. He resembles his Father in" 
strength, vivacity, abdve all things An debauchery, and dis- 
regard of finanej. They married him at the due }’^ars to 
some poor rich woman ; but with her he has already ended ; 
with her and with many others. Coorkiid, Adrienne Le- 
couvreur, Anne Iwaiiowna with the big cheek: — the reader 
has perhaps ^ searched out these things for himself from the 
dull History-Books ; — or perhaps it was better for him if he 
never ^sought them ? Dukedom of Courland, connected with 
Polish sovereignty, and now about to fall vacant, w^as one of 
Count Maurice’s grand sallies in the world. Adrienne 
Lecouvreur, foolish French Actress, lent him all the 30,000J, 
„.she had gathered by holding the mirror up to Nature and 
otherwise, to prosecute this Courland business ; ' wThich proved 
impossible for him. He w^as adventurous enough, audacious 
enough ; fought well ; hut the problem was. To fall in love 
with the Dowager Anne Iwanowna, Cousin of Czar Peter ix. ; 
big brazen Russian woman (such a cheek tlie Pictures give her, 
in size and somewhat in expression like a Westphalia ham !), 
who was Widow of the last active Duke and this, with all 
his adventurous audacity. Count Maurice could not do. The 
^big Wiao'w discovered that he did not like Westphalia hams 
in that particular form ; that he only pretended to like them : 
upon which, in just indignation, she disowned and dismissed 
him ; andAalliiig herself to be Czajina not long afterwards, 
and taking Bieren the Courlander for her beloved, she made 
Bieren Duke, and Courland became impossible for 
Maurice. 

However, he too is a dashing young fellow ; ^ circular black, 
eyebrows, eyes glittering bright, partly with aniiiiai, vivacity, 
paitly with spiritiiaD,’ stands six feet in his stockings, breaks 
horse-shoes with his hai^ds ; full of , irr^^gukr ingenuity and 
audacity ; has been soldiering about, ever since birth almost ; 
and understands many a, thing, though the worst * .speller ever 



127 


CHAP. III.] » VISIT TO DRESDEN 

syaS] 

known. With him too yoimg Frits; is miich^chamie<l: the 
flower^ he, of the illegitimate Three-hundred, and fifty-four, 
and^probaoly the chie^ achievement of the Saxon'" Mail of Sin 
m;th|s world, where he|. took sucB tro*able, ^ Friedrich and he 
mainTOned some i;)ccasionab coiTespondenci afterwards ; but, 
to judge by Friedrich’s part of it (mere polite congratulations 
on Fontenoy, and the like), it must have been of the last 
vacuity ; and to us it is now absolute zero, however clearly 
spelt and printed.^ ^ ^ " 

The Physically Strong, in some three nveeks, after kindling 
such an effulgence about Berlin as was never seen before or 
since in Friedrich William’s reign, went his w^ay again, — 
^ towards Poland for the Diet,** or none of us cares whither or 
for what. Here at Berlin he has been sublime enough. Some 
of the phenomena surpassed anything Wilhelmina ever saw: 
such floods and rows of resplendent people crowding in to 
dinner ; and she could not but contrast the splendour of the 
Polish retinues and their plumages'^ and draperies, with the 
straight-buttoned Prussian digniferies, all in mere soldier 
uniform, succinct * blue coat, white linen gaiters,’ and no 
superfluity even in the epaulettes and red facings. At table, 
she says, they drank much, talked little, and bored one 
another a great deal {s’enmiyoient heaucoup). 

f * 

# « * 

()f* Princess WiThelmind's Four Kings and other ineffectual 

S^lUo7'S 

^ Dilapidated Polish ^Majesty, we observed, was extremely 
attentive to Wilhelmina ; ndr could she ascertain, fop long 
what the particular reason was. Long after, Wilhelmina 
ascertained that there had been the wonderfulest scheme con- 
cocting, or as good as concocted, in these swearings of eternal 

^ Given altogether in CEuvres de FrMeric le ^rand^ xvii. 300-309. See 
iaither, whoever has cur^sity, Preuss, FrieMcks EebensgeschkhtSi iii, 167-169; 
Espagnac, Vie du C$mie de Saxe (a good little military Book, done into German, 
Leipzig, t 7 'M» ^ ’^ols.); Cramer, Denkzviirdi^keiien der Grdfm Aurora mn 
' ' Fdmpmar^ (Leipzig, 1836) ; etc. etc, ® 
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frieB 4 sMp : iil other than that of. man’'}’iiig hei^ Wilhelmiea, 
now a slim maiden coming nineteen, to this dilapidated Saxon 
Man of Sill going (or limping) fift3ii-five5 and broken 'by * 
'debauches terribles^ (rirefs of champa^e and tokay, fo|: one 
item), who had fallen a Widower last gvear ! Tlief had 
schemed it all out, Wilhelmina und.erstaiids : Friedrich 
Wilhelm to advance such and such moneys as dowry, and 
others furthermore as loan, for the occasions of his Polish, 
Majefty, which are manifold ; , Wilhelntina to have The 
Laiisitz {Lmatia) for jointure, Lausitz to be Friedrich Wil- 
helm’s pledge withal ; and other intricate conditions d what 
would Wilhelmina have thought ? One shudders to contem- 
plate ; — ^hopes it might mostly be loose brain- web and co^irtier 
speculStion, never settled towards fact. 

It is certain, the dilapidated Polish Majesty having become 
a Widower, questkms would rise, Will not he marry again ? 
And with whom ? Certain also, he wants Friedrich Wilhelm’s 
alliance ; having great stfnemes on the anvil, which are like to 
be delicate and perilous,— f*'Schemes of ^ partitioning Poland,’ 
no, less ; that is to say, cuttiog-off the outskirts of Poland, 
iiiiging them to neighbouring Sovereigns as propitiation, or 
price, of goodwill, and rendering the rest hereditary in his 
family. Pragmatic Sanction once acceded to, wmuld probably 
prop-^iatO the Kaiser ? For which, and other reasons, Polish 
Majesty still keeps that card in his hand. Friedrich Wil- 
helm’s alliance, with such an army and such a treasury, the 
uses of' that are e\ideiit to the Polish Majesty. — By the 
blessing of Heaven, however, his marriage with Wilhelm iiia 
never came to an}i;hiiig : his Electoral Prince, Heir-^ ^ 
Apparent, objected to the jointures and. alienations, soffiy, 
steadily and the project had to drop before Wilhelmina ever 
knew. 'of it. 

And this man is 'pi’obably' one of the ^ Four ' Kings ’ she ^ 
was to be asked by ? A Swedish Officer^ with some skill ffl 
palmistry, 'many .years ago, looked into her iiiiioceiit little 

^ TOlbdmina, I 114. 
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iiaiidj and prophesied, ^ Slie was to be in terms* of courtships , 
engagemen| or as good as engagement, with Four Kings, and 
^ to wed none of then:.’ Wilhelmina counts them "in her 
iiiatui^ days. The^y^'r^li %¥ill surprise ererybadj^, — Charles xii. 
of Swindell; — who never can have been nm^ of a suitor,, the 
* rather as the young Lady was then only sis gone ; but who 
might, like eiiou^i, be talked of, by transient third-parties, ’ 
in those old Stralsund times. The second ^ — cannot we guess 
who the second is ? The third is this August the dilapidated 
Strong. As to the second^ Wilhelmina sehs already, in credu- 
lous moments, that it may be Hanover Fred, whom sb® will 
never marry either ;■ — and does not see (nor did, at the time 
of writing her Memoir es^ ^ in 1744’ say the Books) that Fred 
never would come to Kingship, and that the' Palmistry was 
^ incomplete in that point. The fourth^ again, is clearly young 
Czar Peter ii. ; of whom there was transient talk or project, 

, some short time after this of the dilapidated third. But that 
, too came to nothing ; the poor young lad died while only 
, , fifteen ; nay, he had already falldn in love with his Aunt 
Klizabeth ’ Caiin du Noixl in time coming), and given 

up the Prussian prospect.^ 

All which would be nothing, or almost less, to Wi'lhelmina, 
walking fancy-free there, — were it not for Papa and Mamma, 
and the importunate insidious bystanders. Who do nm'liis if 
thing of it, first and last ! Never in, any romance or stage- 
play was young' Lady, without blame, without furtlieraiici 
' and without hindrance^ of her oto, so tormeiitod about h 
settlement in life ; — passive she, all the wLile, mere clay iii'j 


^ He was the Great Peer’s Grandson (Son having gone a tragical road ) ; CzaiV 
May 1727— January 1730; Anne Iwanowna (Great Peter’s Niece, elder Brother’s 
Daughter), our Coiirland friend with the big cheek, succeeded ; till her death 5,^ 
October 1740: then, after some slight shock of revolution, the Elizabeth just, 
mentioned, wh# was Daughter of the Great Peter his little brown Czarina 
Cs^erine whom we once ^let. See Mannstein, Memoirs of J^Mssia (London, 
1770), pp. 1-23, for some account of Peter ii, ; and the rest of the Volume for a 
really intelligent History of this Anne, at least of her Wars, where Mamistein 
himself usually had part. • 


i 
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tl^.e 'hands of the potter ; , and begging the Universe to have 
the extreme goodness only to lea%^e her alone ! — » 

Thus too, among the train of King tiugust in this Berliii' 
visit, a certain Soldier Ufficiai of his, Buke of Sachsen Weis- 
senfels, Johann Adolf by name, a* poor Cadet Cousin clf the 
Saxon House, — -another elderly Royal Highness of small 
possibility,— -was particularly attentive to Wilhelmina ; now 
and on subsequent occasionsr Titular Duke of Weissenfels, 
Brother of th'» real Duke, and not even sure of the succession 
as yet ; but living on King August’s pay ; not without 
capacity of drink and the like, some allege: — otherwise a 
mere betitled, betasselled militai'y gentleman, of no special 
qualities, evil or good ; — who will often turn-up again ifi tnis 
History ; but fails always to make any impression on us 
except that of a Serene Highness in the abstract ; unex- 
ceptionable Hiimali Mask, of polite turn, beliung with titles, 
and no doubt a stomach in the inside of it : he now, and 
afterwards, by all opportunities, diligently continued his 
attentions in the Wilhelnfina quarter. For a good while it 
wm never guessed what he could be driving at ; till at last 
Queen Sophie, becoming aw^are of it, took Mm to task ; with 
cold severity, reminded him that some things are on, one’s 
level, and some tilings not. To wdiieh humbly bowing, in' 
hnftffgneci penitence, he retired from' the audacity, back fore- 
most : Would never even in dreams have presumed, had not 
his Prussian Majesty authorised ; would now, since her Prus- 
sian Majesty had that feeling, withdraw silently, and live 
forgotten, as an obscure Royal Highness in the abstract 
(though fallen Widoiver lately) ought to do. And so 
least there w^as an end of that matter, «>ne niigiit hope^^ 
though in effect it still abortively started up now and then, 
OB Papa’s 'part, in his frantic humours, for years to come. 

Then there is the Margraf of Schw^edt, Friedri#h Wilhelm 
by name, chief Prince of the , Blood, Ms Majesty’s Cousin, 
and the Old ; Dessauer’s Nephew ; none of the likeliest of 
men, intrinsically taken : he and his Dowager Mother, — ^tlie 
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Dessauer’s Sister, a highgoing, tacitly obstinate old Bcnvagtr 
(who' dres|es, if I recollect, in flagrant colours), — are very 
troublesonie to Willielmina. The flagrant Dame, — she might' 
have |)eeii Queen-MA^er ’ once forsooth, had Papa and my 
Brother but been miade away with !— watdies her time, and 
is diligent by all opportunities. 

• 

C' 

CHAPTER IT 

DOUBLE-MAERIAGE PROJECT IS NOT DEAIJ 

Akd the Double-Marriage, in such circumstances, jare we 
to consider it as dead, then ? In the soul of Queen Sophie 
and those she can influence, it lives flame-bright ; but with 
all others it has fallen into a very dim* state. Friedrich 
Wilhelm is still privately willing, perhaps in a degree wishful ; 
but the delays, the supercilious neglects have much disgusted 
him ; and he, in the mean while, Ontertains those new specu- 
lations. George ii., never a lover of the Prussian Majesty's 
nor loved by him, has been very high and distant ever since 
his Accession; offensive rather than otherwise. He also is 
understood to be vaguely willing for the things willing 
enough, would it be so kind as accomplish itself wutbout 
trouble to him. But the settlements, the applications to 
Parliament and all for this perverse Fred, who has become 
unlovely, and irritates pur royal mind ? George* pushes the 
matter into its pigeon-holes again, when brought before him. 
.F^ier thoughts occupy the soul of little George, CoBgress 
ot^oissons, Convention of the Pardo, ^ Treaty of Seville ; a 
part to be acted on the world-theatre, with applauses, with 
envies, almost from the very demigods ? Great Kaisers, over- 

r m 

^ Or, in effect, ® Treaty Madrid,^ 6th Ma^h 1728. This was the to 
Soissons ; Termagant at length consenting there, ^at her Palace of the Pardo® 
(Kaiser and ^ the world urging her for ten months past), to accept the Peace, 
and leave-off besieging Gibraltar to no purpose «(Coxe, i. 303). 
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sFadowiiig Nature with tlieir Pragmatic SanctioBSj tiieir pre- 
tematuml Diploniaciesj and making the Terrestrial Balance 
reel hither and thither ; — Kaisers to be- clenched perhaps by 
one’s dexterity oL grasp^ and the Briance steadied ap;aiii ? 
Prussian DoubIe~B;|arriage 1- — ^ 

One royal soul there is who never will consent to have the 
Double- Marriage die : Queen Sophie. Sho had passed her 
own private act-of-parliament^or it ; she was a very obstinate 
wife^ to a husband equally obstinate, ^ Je hoiileverseral 
VEmplrCy writes she once ; ^ I will overturn the German 
Empire,’ if they drive me to it, in this matterd What secret 
niaiMuvering and endeavouring went on unweariedly on ro]^al 
Sophie!^ part, we need not say ; nor in what bad eleme'&t, of 
darkness and mendacity, of eavesdropping, mmoiiring, back- 
stairs intriguing, the afiair now moved. She corresponds on 
it with Queen Caroline of England ; she keeps her two 
children true to it, especially her Sojj, the more important 
of them. 


Crotm^Prince Friedrich zeriks ccidam Leiiers 

Queen Sophie did not overtura the Ein}:)ire, but she ^ did 
almost overturn her own aiid her femily’s existence, bv these 
coiMAses ; which .were not wise in her case. It is certain she 
persuaded Crown-Prince Friedrich, who was always his Mother’s 
boy, and who perhaps needed little bidding in this instance, 

^ to write -io Queen Caroline of England ’ ; Letters one or 
several : tlirice-dangerous Letters ; setting forth (in sub- 
stance), His deathless affection to that Beauty of the w orId », 
her Majesty’s divine Daughter the Princess Amelia (a very 
'paragon of young wmiiien, to judge by her picture and one\^ 
own imagination) ; and, likewise the firm resolution he, Friecb 

^ Letter copied by Bubourgay Despatch, marke| FrimU^ to Lord To^vSI* 
hend,' 3d-i4tli May 1729); no clear address given, — probably to Biiboiirgay 
himself, €mwejf^d by ,‘a Lady* {one of the Queen*s Ladles),.^s he dimly' 
mtimates. ' * 
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rich Crown-Prince, has formed, and the vow he* hereby makes. 
Either to^wed that celestial creature wdieii permitted, or else 
never any of the Daughters of Eve in this world.'""' Congresses 
of Soissons, Smoking Parliaments, Piellminaries of the Pardo 
and Treaties of Seville may go how they can. If well, it 
shall be well ; if not well, here is my vow, solemn pro- 
mise and unchangeable determination, "which your gracious 
Majesty is humbly entreated to, lay up in the tablets of your 
royal heart, and to remember on my behalf, should bad 
days arise ! — • 

It is dear such Letters "were sent ; at what date first be- 
riming, we do not know ; — possibly before this date ? Nor 
would matters rise to the vowdng pitch all at once. One 
Letter, supremely dangerous should it come to belcnown, 
Wilhelmina has copied for us,^ — in Official style (for it is the 
Mother's composition this one) and without date to it: — 
the guessable date is about, two years hence; and we will 
give the poor Document farther on, if there be place for it. 

Such particulars are yet deeply unknown to Friedrich 
Wilhelm ; but he surmises the general drift of things in that 
quarter; and how a disobedient Son, crossing his Father's 
will ill every point, abets his Mother's disobedience, itself 
audacious enough, in regard to this one. It is a fearful 
aggravation of Friedrich Wilhelm's ill-humour 
Son, which has long been upon the growing hand. His 
dislikes, we know^, were otherwise neither few nor small. 
Mere ^ disZIto ’ properij so-called, or dissim-ilaritjes to Fried- 
rich' Wilhelm, a good many of them; dissimilarities also to 
Higher Pattern, some! " Bht these troubles of the ^)ouble- 
Marriage will now hurry them, the just and the unjust of 
them, towards the flaming pitch. The poor youth has a bad 
time; and the poor Father too, whose humour we know! 
Surly gusts of indignation, not unfreqii^jntly cuffs and strokes ; 
still ivorse, a ^ttled aversion^ and rage of the chronic 

' kind ; studied neglect and contempt, — so as not even to help 

«! 

^ Wilhelmina, i 283, 
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him at table^ hut leave Mm fasting while the others eat ; — 
all this the young man has to bear. The imminerable mal- 
treatmehtSj "knthentically chronicled in 4Vilhelmina's and the 
other Booksjj though ia dateless, *iimnte!ligible manner, 
would make a tragic smn I — H§re are two Billets, vopied 
from the Prussian State- Archives, which will show us to 
what height matters had gone, in this the young matfs 
seventeenth year. 

To Ms M^est;i/ (from the Crown-Prince) 

* ‘ Wusterliaiisen, llth September 1728. 

DEAR Papa, — I have not, for a long- wMle, presumed to^conie 
to my d^ar Papa ; partly because he forbade me ; but chiefly because I 
had reason to expect a still worse reception than usual : and, for fear of 
angering my dear Papa by my present request, I have preferred making 
it in writing to him. , 

^ I therefore beg my dear Papa to be gracious to me ; and can here say 
that, after long reflection, m-g conscience lias#not accused me of any the 
least thing with which 1 could reproacli myself. But if I have, against 
my will and knowledge, done ain'thing that has angered my dear Papa, 

I herewith most sulimissively beg forgiveness ; and hope my dear Papa 
will lay aside tliat cruel hatred which I cannot but notice in all his 
treatment of me. I could not otherwise suit myself to it ; as I always 
thought i had a gracious Papa, and bow have to see the contrary. I 
take confidence, then, and hope that my dear Papa will consider 'all this, 
fie gracious to roe. And, in the mean while, I assure him that 
I will never, all my days, fail with my %Tili ; and, notwithstanding his 
disfavour to me, remain, — ^ My dear Papers Most faithful and obedient 
Servant and Son, 

* ^Friedrich." 

To^wliicii Friedrich Wilhelm, *by return of messenger, writes 
what follow’-s. Very implacable, we may peicei^^e';- — ^iiot caUrn^ 
his Petitioner ‘^Thou,’ as kind Paternity might have dictated ; 
"infinitely less by the polite title ^Thej?* (Siey wMcli latter'’ 
indeed, .the distinguished title of his Pmssiw Majesty, 
we can remark, reseiwes <!tfor Foreigner^ of the siipremesc 
quality, and domestic Princes of the Blood ; naming ''all other 
^ Dubourgay, 
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Pmssian subjects, and poor Fritz in this place> ®He (£r),’ in . 
the style ^of a ^gentleman to his valet, — which, style even^a,- 
valet of these new days of onrs would be mi willing -fe' put up ■■ 
with. ^ He,’ ^His’ and the -other.,, derivatives sbnnd 
loftif " repulsive ii^ the German ear ; and lay-open impassable 
gulfs between the Speaker and the *Spoken-to. 
obstinate’- — ^But^we must, after all, say Thy and Thou^ for 
intelligibility’s sake : 

^Tby obstinate perverse disposition* {Kopf, b^ad), wEicli does not love 
tby Father, — for wlien one does everything* (everything commanded) 

^ and really loves one*s Father, one does what the Father requires, not 
'^^’Jiile he is there to see it, but when his back is turned too * — (His 
Majesty’s style is very abstruse, ill-spelt, intricate, and in this instance 
trips itself, and falls on its face here, a mere intricate nominative without 
a verb !) — ^ For the rest, thou know’st very well that I can endure no 
effeminate fellow (efeminwten Kert), who has no human inclination in 
him ; who puts himself to shame, cannot ride nor shoot ; and withal is 
dirty in his person ; frizzigs his hair like a fool, and does not cut it off. 
And all this I have, a thousand times, reprimanded ; but all in vain, and 
no improvement in nothing Qmne Besse^*ung in nils ist). For the rest, 
haughty, proud as a churl ; speaks to nobody but some few, and is not 
popular and affable ; and cuts grimaces with his face, as if he were a fool ; 
and does my Will in nothing unless held to it by force ; nothing out of 
love ; — and has pleasure in nothing but following his owii whims’ (own 
Kopf)y — ^ no use to him in anything else. This is the answer. 

‘ FuibDBICH \ 

Double-Marriage Project 7'eeme7ges in an Official Shape 

, .These are not favoiA^able outlooks for the Double-Marriage. 

' Nevertheless it comes and goats ; and within three weeks later, 
touched alguost with a kind of pity to’ see it definitely 
emerging in a kind of Official state once more. For the 
question is symbolical of important political questions. The 
question means withal. What is to be done in these dreadful 
'^ngress-of-Soissons complexities,^ ancf mad reelings of the 
Terrestrial Balance'? Shall we hold by a dubious and rather 
^ Preuss, i. 27 ; from Cramer, pp. 33, 34 
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Prince of Wales to wed Wilhelmina at once ; the other Match 
to stand o\X‘r ? ’ To which the English Government answers 
^ always brieSys ^ No ; both the Mai'fiages or none 1 W ‘ill the 
reader consent to a few; compressM glances into the extinct 
Dnbortga Correspondence ; much compressed^ and here and 
* there a rushlight stuck in it, for his behoof. Dubourgay^ at 
Berlin, writes ; my Lord Townshend, in St. James'^s, reads, 
usually rather languid in answering : ^ 

Berlin^ ^th November 1728. ^Prussian Maj^ty muclx -.pleased with 
Phi glish Answers to the Yes-or-No question; ^will send a Minister to 
our Court about the time his Britannic Majesty may think of coming 
over to his German Dominions, Would Finkenstein (Head Tutor), or 
would Cnyphausen (distinguished Official here), be the agreeable maq.? ’ 

Either,” answer the English ; either is good.” 

Berlin^ same date. ^ Queen sent for me just now; is highly content 
with the state of things. I have now,” said her Majesty, ^Hhe pleasure 
to tell you that I am free, God be blessed, of alf the anguish I have 
laboured under for some time past, which was so great that I have several 
times been on the point of sending for yja to procure my Brother’s 
protection for my Son, w^ho, I thought, ran" the greatest danger from the 
artifices of Seckendorf and ” ’ — Poor Queen ! 

Nov, IQih, ^ Queen told me : When the Court was at Wusterhausen,’ 
two months ago, hunting partridges and wild swine,^ Seckendorf and 
Gnimkow intrigued for a match between Willielmma and the Prince of 
^Yeissenfeis,’ elderly Royal Highness in the Abstract, w^hom we saw 
already, ^thereby to prevent a closer union between the Pr«ssiai}*^nd^ 
English Courts, — and Grumkow having withal the private view of dhsrnig 
his antagonist the Prince of Anhalt’ (Old Dessauer, whom he had to meet in 
duel, but did not fight), ^ as W eissenfels, once Son-in-law, would certainly 
be made Coinmander-in-CMef/ ^ to the extrusion of Anhajt from that 
office. Wliich notable piec% of policy her Majesty, by a little plain 
speech, took her opportunity of putting an end to, as we saw. For the 
rest.^the Dutch Minister and also the French Secretaries here,’ greatly 
interested about the place of Europe, and the Congress of Soissons in 
these weeks, ^ have had a communication from this Court, of the favour- 
able disposition ours is in 'with respect to the Double Match,’ — beneficent 
for the ’ Terrestrial Balance, as tliey and I hone. So that things look 
weA? Alas,— 


^ Fassmann, p. 3S6. 

^ Duboitirgay, in State-Paper Office (Prussian Despatches, vol. xxxv.)* 



138 * MAEEIAGE PEOJECT ADEfc [BOOK vr. 

1'^ [1729 

December %mh» ^ Queen sent for me yesterday: Hopes slie does no 
®wrong in complaining of lier Husband to her Brother. King shows 
scruple^ abq^t the Marriages ; does not relish the expense' if an establish- 
ment for the Prince; hopes^ at all events, ^he Marriage wEl: not take 
place for a year yet; — whnld^ike to knfw what Bowry the English 
Princess is to hring-?' — ^No Bowi*y^with our |Princess/ tlief English 
answer ; ‘^nor shall you give any with yours.’ * 

New-~Year'e Dap, 1729. ^ Queen sent for me : King is getting intract- 

able about the Mandages ; she reasoned with him* from two o’clock till 
eigh%’ without the least permaiient eifect. ^It is his covetousness,’ I 
Buhourgay pi^vately think 1 — ^Knyphausen, who knows the King well, 
privately tells me, ^ He will come round.’ ^ It is his avarice,’ thinks 
Knyphausen too ; ^ nay it is also his jealousy of the Prince, who is very 
popular with the Army. King does everything to mortify him, uses him 
like a child; Crown-Prince bears it with admirable patience.’ TbJs is 
Pkiy^^iausen’s weak notion ; rather a weak croaky official gentleman, I 
should gather, of a crypto-splenetic turn. ^ Queen told me some days 
later. His Majesty ill-used the Crown-Prince, because he did not drink 
hard enough ; makgs him hunt though ill;’ is very hard upon the poor 
Crown-Prince, — who, for the rest, ^ sends loving messages to England,’ 
as usual ; ^ covertly meaning the Princess Apielia, as usual. ^Some while 
ago, I must inform your Lordship, the Prince was spoken to,’ by Papa 
as would appear, ^to sound Jais inclination as to the Princess Caroline,’ 
Princess likewise of England, and whose age, some eighteen months less 
than his own, might be suitabler, the Princess Amelia being half-a-year 
his elder ^ but,’ — mark how true he stood, — ^ his Royal Highness broke 
out into such raptures of love and passion for the Princess Amelia, and 
showed so much impatience for the conclusion of that Match, as gave the 
m K^f^g^of Prussia a gi*eat deal of surprise, and the Queen as much satisfac- 
tion.’ Truth is, if an old Brigadier Diplomatist may be judge, ^The 
great and good qualities of that young Prince, both of person and mind, 
deserve a distinct and particular account, with which I shall trouble your 
Lordship another day ; ’ ^ — which unluckily I never did ; his J^ordship 
ToTOshend having, it would seem, too little curiosity on the subject. 

And so the matter wavers ; and in ^pite of Dubowgay’s 
and Queen' Sophie’s industry^ and the Crown-Prince's willing 
mind, there can nothing definite be made of it at this time. 
Friedrich Wilhelm goes on visits, goes on huntings,; leaves 

^ Dubourgay, idth January. ^ 

® Caroline bom loth June 1713; Amelia, loth July 1711. 

® Despatch, 2Sth December 172S. 
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the 'matter to itself to mature a little* Thus the negoti^tioi'^ 
hangs fire and will do SO 5 — ^till dreadful waterspouts come, 
and perhaps quench it :„iltogether ? 

m 

^ Mis Majesty slaugMers 3,603 Head qf^Wild Swine 

His Majesty is off for a Hunting Visit to the Old Dessauer, 
— ^Crown-Prince with him, who hates hunting. Then, ^ J9tli 
January 1739,’ says the reverential Fassmann, is off for a 
grand hunt at Copenick; then for a grander in Pommern 
(Crown-Prince still with him) : such a slaughter of wild swine 
as was seldom heard of, and as never occurred again. No 
fewer than ^ 1,883 head {Stuch)oi wild swine, 300 of themjjf 
uncommon magnitude,’ in the Stettin and other Pommeni 
regions; together with 1,730 Stiick in the Mark Branden- 
burg, once 450 in a day : in all, 3,603 SMlch'' Never was 
his Majesty in better spirits : a very Nimrod or hunting 
Centaur ; trampling the cobwebs of Diplomacy, and the cares 
of life, under his victorious hoofs. r.Vll this slaughter of swine, 
3,603 Stuck by tale, was done in the season 1739, ^From 
which,’ observes the adoring Fassmann,^ 4s to be inferred the 
importance,’ at least in wdld swine, ^ of those royal Forests 
in Pommern and the Mark ’ ; not to speak of his Majesty’s 
supreme talent in hunting, as in other things, * ^ • 

What Friedrich Wilhelm did with such a mass of wild pork ? 
Not an ounce of it was wasted, every ounce of it brought 
.money in. For there exist; Official Schedules, list^ as for a 
window-tax or property-tax, drawn-up by his Majesty’s con- 
trivance, in the chief Localities*: every man, according t 4 the 
Iiouse^he keeps, is bi)und to take, at a just value by weight, 
such and such quotities of suddenly slaughtered wild swine, 
one or so many ; and consume them at his leisure, as ham or 
otherwise, “ircash payable at a fixed term, and no abatement 
For this is 8 ? King that camnot stand waste at all ; 
thrifty himself, and the cause of thrift, 

r 

^ P. 387. 2 Forster, Benecken^rf {if they had an Index !)* 



140 


MARRIAGE PROJECT ADRIFT [book Vl. 

I . CFeI>, -March 31:729 


Fa?U ill^ m cofisequenee ; and the Douhle-MmTidge cminot 

This was of Friedrich ^Wilhelm’* grandest limiting- 
bouts, this of January 1729 ; at all events, he will never have' 
another such. By such fierce riding, and defiance of the 
winter elements and rules o£ regimen, his Majesty returned to 
Potsdam with ill symptoms of health ; — symptoms never seen 
before; except traxisiently, three years ago, after a similar 
bout ; when the Doctors, shaking their heads, had mentioned 
the word Gout.’ — ^ Narren-Fossen ! ’ Friedrich Wilhelm had 
answered, ^ Gout?’ — But now, February 1729, it is gout in 
very deed. His poor Majesty has to admit : ^ I am gouty, 
then ! Shall have gout for companion henceforth. I am 
breaking-up, then ? ’ Which is a terrible message to a man. 
His Majesty’s age is not forty-one till August coming : but he 
has hunted furiously. ^ 

Adoring Fassmann g^^ves a quite touching account of 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s performances under gout, now and generally, 
which were begun on this occasion. How he suffered ex- 
tremely, yet never neglected his royal duties in any press of 
pain. Could seldom get any sleep till towards four or five in 
r t>?€ ^lorning, and then had to be content with an hour or two ; 
after which his Official Secretaries came in with their Papers, 
and lie signed, dispatched, resolved, with best judgment, — - 
the top of the morning always devoted to business. At noon, 
up if possible ; and dines, ^ in dressing-gown, with Queen and 
children,’ After dinner, commonly to bed again ; and ivould 
.paint in oil; sometimes do light joinef-work, chiseling and 
. inlaying; by and by lie inactive with select friends sitting 
round, some of whom had the right of entry, others not, under' 
penalties. Buddenbrock, Dersclmu, rough old Marlborough, 
stagers, were generally there ; these, « arid two other persons,’ 
— Grumkow and Seckendorf, whom Fassmann does not name, 
lest he get into trouble,:^ — sat, w^ell within earshot, round the 
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bed. And always at the head was Theiro Majesty the Qu^een^^ 
sometimes ifith the King’s hand laid in hers, and his face 
turned up to her, as iMie sought assuagement — i) niy dim 
old Friend, let us dry our tears ! * 

^Sometimes the Orown-Priuce read aloud ^ in some French 
Book,’ Title not given ; Crown-Prince’s voice known to me as 
very fine. Generally the Princess Louisa was in the room, 
too; Louisa, who became of Anspach shortly; not Wi|hel- 
mina, who lies in fever and relapse and smallpox, and close 
at death’s door, almost since the beginning of these bad days. 
The Crown-Prince reads, we say, with a voice of melodious 
cleajness, in French more or less instmctive. ^ At other times 
there \^ent on discourse, about public matters, foreign np^ 
things in general ; discourse of a cheerful or of a serious 
nature,’ always with some substance of sense in it, — -"^and 
not the least smut permitted, as is too much the case in certain 
higher circles i ’ says adoring Fassmann ; wdio privately knows 
of ^Courts’ (perhaps the ’‘Glory worthiest, August 

the Great’s Court, for one ?) ^ with their hired Tom-Fools,’ not 
yet an extinct species, attempting to ground wit on that had 
basis. Prussian Majesty could not endure any ^ Zoten ’ : pro- 
fanity and indecency, both avaunt. ^ He had to hold out in 
this way, awake till ten o’clock, for the chance of night’s sleep.’ 
Earlier in the afternoon, we said, he perhaps does a ‘lit * 
oil-painting, having learnt something of that art in young 
times ; — ^there is a poor ai'tist in attendance, to mix the colours, 
and' dO' the fix^st sketch of the thing. Specimeps of such 
Pictures 'Still exist, Portraits 'generally; all with this epigraph, 
Fredericm IWllhelmus m tormentis pinscit (Painted by^ Friedrich 
Willielm ill Ms toi4ieiits) ; and are ivorthy the attention of 
the curious.^ Is not this a sublime patient ? 

Fassmann admits, Hhere might be spurts of impatience 
now and tfeen ; but how richly did Ifejesty make it good 
' 'again after reflection! He was al^ subject to whims even 
about people whom he otherwise esteemed. One meritorious 

^ Fassmann, p. 392 ; see F«rster, etc. 
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who shall be nameless^ moch thought of by the, 
Kingj^his Majesty's nerves could not endure^ though his mind ' 
well did: Makes my gout worse to him drilling in the* 
esplanade there; let another do it4" — and vouchsafed an 
apologetic assur^ce to the m^itorious ^gentleman Ifiicted 
in consequence.’ — O my dim old Friend^ these surely are 
sublimities of the sickbed ? ^ So it lasted for some five weeks 

longi well on towards the#summer of this bad year 1729 . 
Wilhelmina%saysj, in briefer business language, and looking 
only at the wrong side of the tapestry, ^ It was a Hell-oii-Earth 
to us, Les peines du Purgatoire m pouvaient egaler celles qtie 
NOUS endurions and supports the statement by abundant 
^s^imples, during those flamy weeks. ® 

For, in the interim, withal, the English negotiation is as 
good as gone out ; nay there are waterspouts brewing aloft 
yonder, enough to wash negotiation from the world. Of which 
terrible weather-phenomena we shall have to speak by and 
by : but must first, by way of commentary, give a glance at 
Soissons and the Terrestrial Ubra^ so far as necessary for 
human objects, — not far, by any means. 

^ ’ CHAPTER Y 

COKGEESS OP SOISSONS, SIXTH CEISIS IN TPIE 

SPECTEE-HUNT 

The so-called Spanish War, and ctaiigerous futile Siege of 
Gibraltar, had not ended at tEe death of George i. ; though 
measures had already been agreed upon,^ by the KaiseF and 
parties interested, to end it, — only the King of Spain ' (or 
King’s Wife, we should say) made difficulties. Difficulties, 
she ; and kept firing, ^without effect, at the Fortress for about 
a year more ; after which, her humour hi ' her powder Being 
out, Spanish Majesty signed like the others*. Peace again for 

" i 157^' 



14.8 


CHAP.v.^ 'CONGRESS OF SOISSON, 

June,.i728"Nov. 1729] ■ " ■ , I 

all and sundry of ns : ^ Preliminaries' ’ of Peace signed at P^risj^ 
31st May ItTSY, three weeks before George'^s death; ^^eace’ 
^itself finally at the Pardo or at Madrid, the Termagant having 
spent her powder, 6th March 1*72^ ; ^ and a ^ Congress (bless 
the mark 1) to settle on what .terms in .every point. 

Congress, say at Aix-la-Chapelle ; say at Cambrai again, — 
for there are difficulties about the place. Or say finally at 
Soissons ; where Fleury wished it<to be, that he might gej the 
reins of it better in hand; and where it finally was, — and 
where the ghost or name of it yet is, an efnpty enigma in the 
memories of some men. Congress of Soissons did meet, 1 4th 
June 1728 ; opened itself, as a Corporeal Entity in this world ; 
sat for* above a year ; — and did nothing ; Fleury quite declijp?# 
the Pragmatic Sanction, though the anxious Kaiser was ready 
to make astonishing sacrifices, give up his Ostencl Company 
(Paper Shadow of a Company), or what you will of that kind, 
— if men would have conformed. 

These Diplomatic gentlemen, — say, ®are they aught ? They 
seem to understand me, by each rt once his choppy finger 
laying on his skinny lips ! Princes of the Powers of the Air, 
shall we define them ? It is certain the solid Earth or her 
facts, except being held in perpetual terror by such workings 
of the Shadow-world, reaped no effect from those Twenty 
Years of Congressing ; Seckeiidorf himself might as well • 
lain ill bed, as ridden those 25,000 miles, and done such 
quantities of double distillations. No effect at all : only some 
futile gunpowder spent on Gibraltar, and splinters qf shot and 
shells (saleable as old iron) found about the rocks there ; which 
is not much of an effer ' " "twenty Years of such industry. 

^ The sublime Congix ' ’<ssons met, as we say, at the 

above date (just while ,^-^ish Majesty was closing his 
Berlin ¥isit) ; but found ’|itself no abler for work than that 
of Cambrai had been. The Deputies fi»om France I do not 
mention ; nor from Sjain, nor from^Austria. The Deputies 
from England were Colonel or now properly Brigadier-General 
^ Scholl, it 212, 2^3* 
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^taiijiope, afterwards ' Lord Harrioglon ; Horace Walpole 
(who i| llobert's Brother, and wdiose Secretary is ^ir Tliomas 
'Eobiiison, ^ Qwoi w-'hoiif we shaJl hear of far- ^ 

tlier) ; ^ and Stephen Pbyntz, a once bright gentleman, now, , 
dim and' obsolete whom the readers of Coxe'^s WaIfohlia.ve 
some nominal acquaintance with/ Here, for Chronology's 
sake, is , a clipping from the old English Newspapers to 
accompany them : ^ There i% immonr that Polly PeacJiimi is 
gone to attend the Congress at Soissons ; where, it is thought, 
she will make as gdbd a figure, and do her country as much 
service, as several others that shall be nameless,' ^ 

Their task seemed easy to the sanguine mind. The Kaiser 
kaa^^greed with Spain in the Italian- Apanage matter f with 
the Sea-Powers in regard to his Ostend Company, which is 
abolished forever : what then is to prevent a speedy progress, 
and glad conclusion ? The Pragmatic Sanction. ^ Accept 
my Pragmatic Sanction,’ said the Kaiser, ‘ let that be the 
preliminary of all things.’ — * Not the preliminary,’ answered 
Flenry ; ‘we will see to ••that as we go on; not the pre- 
liminary,, by any means 1 ’ There was the rub. The sly old 
Cardinal had his private ti'eaties with Sardinia ; views of his 
own in the Mediterranean, in the Ehine quarter; and answered 
steadily,^ Not the preliminary, by any means !’ The Kaiser 
equally inflexible. Whereupon immensities of protocol- 
ling, arguing, and the Congress fell into complete languor,’ 
say the Histories.^ Congress ate its dinner heartily, and 
wote immensely, for the space of ^eighteen months; but 
advanced no hairsbreadtii anywhither ; no prospect before it, 
but that of dinner only, for unlimited periods. 

Kaiser will have his Pragmatic SanctioS, or not biidge'^froiii 
the place; stands, miilelike amid the rain of cudgelings from 
the bystandem; can be beaten to death, but stir he will not. 

Hints, glances**' of the eye, pass between# Elizabeth, 

Farnese ancl^ the other bystanders : sudTJeiily, 9tli November 
1729, it is found they have all made 'a * Treaty ^ Seville^ 

^ Jfisfs WeeMf Journal, 20th June ^ Sctoll, ii 215. 
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with Elizabeth Famese ; France, England, Holland, Sppin,^ 
have all closed, — Italian Apanages to be at once secured, 
*Ostemd to be^ at once oppressed, with what else behoves ; — 
and the Kaiser is left alone ; standing upon his Pragmatic 
Sanction there, nobcdy bidding him now budge 1 

At which the Kaiser is natui'ally thrice and four times 
wroth and alarmed : — and Seckendorf in the TabaJcs- Collegium 
had need to be doubly busy. Asowe shall find he is (thcjugh 
without effect), when the time comes round : — but we have 
not yet got to November of this Year 1T^9 ; there are still 
six or eight important months between us and that. Im- 
portant months ; and a Prussian-Englisli ^ Waterspout,’’ as 
we We named it, to be seen, with due wonder, in 
political sky ! — 

Congress of Soissons, now fallen mythical "to mankind, and 
as inane as that of Cambrai, is perhaps still memorable in 
one or two slight *^oints. First, it h^ in it, as one of the 
Austrian Deputies, that Baron vor. Benteiirieder, tallest of 
living Diplomatists, who was pressed at one time for a 
Prussian soldier; — readers recollect it? Walking through 
the streets of Halberstadt, to stretch his long limbs till his 
carriage came up, the Prussian sentries laid hold of him, 

* Excellent Potsdam giant, this one ! ’ — and haled hip fo ® 
their guardhouse; till carriage and lackeys came; then. 
Thousand humblest pardons, your Excellenz ! ’ who forgave 
the fellows. Barely possible some lighter readers pight wish 
to see, for one moment, an Excellenz that has been seized by 
aTressgang? Which perhaps ^never happened to any other 
Excellenz ; — ^the like^of which, I have been told, slight merit 
him a soiree from strong-minded women, in some remoter 
parts of the world. Not to say that he is the tallest of living 
Diplomatists ; another unique circumstance ! — Bentenrieder 
sooii**’ died ; and had '%is place at Poissons filled up by an 
Excellenz of the ordinary height, who had never been pressed. 
But nothing can rob the Congress of this fact, that it once 

VOL.. II. ^ 1 C 
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Jbiad3entenrieder for member; and, so far, is eiititM to the 
‘ plupe|fect distinction in one particular* , ■ 

Another point is humanly interesth% in this Congress but^ 
, cannot fully be investigated for want of dates. Always, we 
perceive, according to the news ,of it th^ reach Berlin,— of 
England going right for the Kaiser or going wrong for him, 
—his Prussian Majesty’s treatment of his children varies. If 
England go right for the Kaiser, well, and Ms Majesty is in 
good-humorr %vith Queen, with Crown-Prince and Wilhelmina. 
If England go wroftg for the Kaiser, dark clouds gather on 
the royal brow, in the royal heai't ; explode in thunderstorms ; 
and at length crockery goes flying through the rooms, blows 
4a§i^nd OB the poor Prince’s back ; and her Majest;f is in 
tears, mere Chaos come again. For as a general rule, unless 
the English Negotiation have some prospering fit, and pro- 
duce exceptional phenomena, Friedrich Wilhelm, ever loyal 
in heart, stands steadfast by his Kaiser ; ever ready to strike 
out (hs zti sclilagen^ as'^he calls it) with his best strength hi 
behalf of a cause which, -good soul, he thinks is essentially 
German ; — all the readier if at any time it seem now exclu- 
sively German, the French, Spanish, English, and other un- 
lovely Foreign world being clean cut loose from it, or even 
standing ranked against it. ^When will it go off, then 
"( Wann geht es los) ? ’ asks Friedrich Wilhelm often ; diligently 
drilling his Sixty Thousand, and snorting contempt on ITn- 
germanism (U?ideutschheit%’^ be it on the part of friends or of 
enemies. -Good soul, and whether he will ever get Jiilich and 
Berg out of it, is distractingly problematical ; and the 
Tobacco-Parliament is busy wfth him 1 

Curious to see, so far as dates go, ho\k Friedrich Wlihelm 
changes his tune to Wife and Children in exact correspondence 
to the notes given out at Soissons for a Kaiser and his Prag- 
matic ' Sanction. Poor Prussian Household, pooR back, and' 
heart, of Crown-Prince ;"'what a conceft it is in this' #drld, 
Smoking Parliament ^ for soufSeur ! Let the big Diplomatist 
Bassoon of the Universe^ gO' this way, there are caresses for a 
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young Soldier and Ws behaviour in the giant regiment*; leit 
the same Bassoon sound that way^ bangs and knocks descend 
on him ; the two keep*fcime togetljerj — so busy is the Smoking 
Parliament with his Majesty of Prussia. The world has 
seen, with horror ^iid wonder, Friedrich Wiihelm’^s beating of 
his grown children : but the pair of Meerkatzen^ or enchanted 
Demon- Apes, disguised as loyal Councillors, riding along with 
him the length of a Terrestrial Equator, have not hem so 
familiar to the w^orld. Seckendorf, Grumkow : had often 

heard of Devil-Diplomatists ; and shuddered over horrible 
pictures of them in Novels ; hoping it was all fancy : but 
here actually is a pair of them, transcending all Novels ; — 
perhaps the highest cognisable fact to be met with in 
Diplomacy, And it may be a kind of comfort to readers, 
both to know it, and to discern gradually what the just gods 
make of it withal. Devil-Diplomatists do exist, at least 
have existed, never doujpt it farther ; and their astonishingly 
dextrous mendacities and enchanted^ spiderwebs , — can these 
go any road but one in this Univeise ? 


That the Congress of Cambrai was not a myth, we con- 
vinced ourselves by a letter of Voltaire’s, who actually saw it 
dining there in the Year as he passed that way. Here, 

for Soissons, in like manner, are two Letters, by a less* csile* 
brated but a still known English hand ; which, as utterances 
in presence of the fact itself, leave no doubt on the subject. 
These the afflicted reader will perhaps consent to take a glance 
of: ' ' If the Congress of Soissons, for the sake of memorable 
objects concerned there, is still to be remembered, and be- 
lievecT in, for a little while, — ^the question arises, How to do 
it then ? 

The writer of these Letters is a serious, rather long-nosed 
' young English gentleman, not without intelligence, and of a 
wholesoine . and honest nature ; wht? became Lord Lyttelton, 
First of those Lords, called also ^ the Good Lord,’ father of 
^ the Bad ’ : a lineal descendant of that Lyttelton npon whom 
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Qoke. sits, or seems to sit, till the end of things : author by 
and of a History of Henry the Second and other well- 
meant books : a man of iml worth, ^ho attained to some ^ 
note in the world. Ite is now upon the Grand Tour, — - 
which ran, at that time, by Luneyille and -tLorraine, as would 
appear; at which point we shall first take Mm up. He 
writes to his Father, Sir Thomas, at Hagley among the 
pleasant Hills of Worcestershire, — date shortly after the 
assembling c# that Congress to rear of him ; — -and we strive 
to add a minimum® of commentary. ' The Apiece of negli- 
gence,’ the ^ Mr. D.,’ — ^none of mortals now knows who or 
what they were : 

r 

To Sir Thomas Lyttelton^ Barty at Magky 

‘ Lunevilie, 21st July * 1728 . 

^ Dear Sib, — I thank you for so kindly forgiiung* the piece of negligence 
I acquainted you of in my last. Young fellows are often guilty of yolun- 
tary forgetfulness in those*” affairs ; but 1 assure you mine was quite 
accidental : "" — Never mind it, my Son ! 

^ Mr. B, tells you true that I am weary of losing money at cards ; hut 
it is no less certain that without them I shall soon be weary of Lorraine. 
The spirit of quadrille* (obsolete game at cards) "^has possessed the land 
from, iiionimg^ till midnight; there is nothing else in every house in 
Town. 

-c ^ Thjs (!yOurt is fond of strangers, hut with a proviso that strangers love 
qmidriile. Would you win the hearts of the Maids of Honour, you 
must lose your money at quadrille ; would you be thought a well-bred 
man, you must play genteelly at quadrille ; would you get a reputation 
of good sense, show judgment at quadrille. However, in summer one 
may pass a day without quadrille ; becaifse there are agreeable pro- 
menades, and little parties out of deors. But in winter you 'are reduced 
to play at it, or sleep, like a fly, till the return 0 ^' spring. 

^Indeed in the morning the Duke hunts,* — mark that Duke, and two, 
Sons he has, ^ But my malicious stars have so contrived it, that i am no ■ 
more a sportsman than a gamester. There are no men of learning, In the 
whole Country ; on the contrary, it is a character they despise. A man 
, of quality caught me, the othjer day, reading a Lfatin Author ; andl^sked 
me, with an air of contempt, Whether I was designed for the Church ? 
All this would be tolerable if I was not doomed to converse with a set of 
English, who are still more ignorant than ,the French ; and' from whom. 
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witli my utmost endeavours^ I cannot be absent six liotirs in day^ 
Lord* Blanks — Baltimore,' or Heaven-knows-wlio, — ^is tbe o|iily one 
among them wbo^ bas connmon sense ; and be is so scandalously d©- 
bancbed, in bis principles as well as practice, that bis conversation is 
equally shocking to morals and my reason/ — Could not one contrive 
to get away from them ; to Soiss^ns, for example, Ao see business going 
on ; and tlie Terrestrial Balance settling itself a little ? 

^ My only improvement here is in tbe company of tbe Duke,* wbo is a 
truly distinguisbed Duke to liis bad Country ; ^ and in tbe exercise of 
tbe Academy/ — of Hprsemansbip, or wbat? have been absent from 
tbe latter near three weeks, by reason of a sprain I got in tbe sinews of 
my leg. My duty to my dear Mother ; I hope you and she continue well. 
I am. Sir, your dutiful Son. — G. L.* ^ 

These poor Lorrainers are in a bad way ; their Count y all 
trampled to pieces by France, in the Louis-Fourteenth and 
still earlier times. Indeed, ever since the futile Siege of Metz, 
where we saw the great Kaiser, Kaii v., silently weeping 
because he could not recapture Metz/ the French have been 
busy with this poor Cotintry ; — new sections of it dipt away 
by them ; ^ military roads through it, ten miles broad/ 
bargained for; its Dukes oftenest in exile, especially the 
Father of this present Duke ; ® — and they are now waiting a 
good opportunity to s%vallow it whole, while the people are so 

^ Tke Wo 7 'ks of Lord George LyitelioJh by Ayscougb (Loudon, 177^), iii. 2 1 5. 

Antea, vol. i. p. 216. « 

® A famed Soldier in his day ; under Kaiser Leopold, * tbe little Kaiser in red 
stockings/ one of whose Daughters he had to wife. He was at the Rescue of 
Vienna (Sobieski's), and in how many far fiercer services ; his life was but a 
battle and a inarch. Here his famed Letter to the Kaise?, when , death 
suddenly called, Halt ! 

^’’IVels near Linz on the Donan, xyth April 1690. 

‘ SireRED Majesty, — According to your Orders, I set out from Innspruck to 
come to Vienna I but I am stopped here by a Greater Master, I go to render 
account to Him of a life which I bad wholly consecrated to you. Remember 
that I leave a Wife wnth whom you are concerned ’ {qm mus tomke , — who is 
your lawful Daughter) : * Children to whom I ca^ bequeath nothing but my 
swoiid*; and Subjects whoj^re under Oppression.— -Charles of Lorraine.^ 

(Henault, Abrege Ckromiogiquei Paris, 1 775, p. 850,) — Charles ® v.’ the French 
uniformly cj^l this one; Charles ‘iv/ the Germans, who, I conclude, know 
better. 
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J)iisy. witli quadrille parties. The present Duke, returning 
from %dle,^found his Land in desolation, much of it ^ running 
fast to wild forest again ‘’;^and he h^s signalised himself by 
unwearied efforts in every direction to put ^ new life into it, 
which have been# rather successful. Lyttelton, we perceive, ^ 
finds improvement in his company. The name of this brave 
Duke is Leopold ; age now forty-nine ; life and reign not far 
from® done : a man about# whom even Voltaire gets into 
enthusiasm?% 

The Court and Country of Lorraine, under Duke Leopold, 
will prove to deserve this brief glance from Lyttelton and us. 
Two sons Duke Leopold has : the elder, Franz, now about 
I*s5esij:y, is at Vienna, with the highest outlooks there : ilaiser 
Karl is his Father’s cousin-german ; and Kaiser Karl’s young 
Daughter, high beautiful Maria Theresa, — the sublimest 
maiden now extant, — ^yes, this lucky Franz is to have her: 
what a prize, even without Pragmatig Sanction ! With the 
younger son, Karl of Lorraine, Lyttelton may have made 
acquaintance, if he cared i- a lad of sixteen ; by and by an 
Austrian General, as his father had been; General much 
noised of, — whom we shall often see beaten, in this world, at 
the head of men. — ^But let us now get to Soissons itself, 
skipping^ an intermediate Letter or two : 

n 

To Sir Thomas Lyttelton^ BarL, at Eagley 

* Soissons, '28th October’ 1728 . 

^ I tliank ypu, my dear Sir^ for complying so much with my inclinations 
as to let me stay some time at Soissons ; hut as you have not fixed how 
' long, I wait for farther orders. 

^One^of my chief reasons for disliking Lunevijle was the multifaide of^ 
English there ; who, most of them, were such worthless fellows that they 
were a dishonour to the name and Nation. With these I was obliged to 
dine and sup, and pass a great part of my time. You may be sure I 
avoided it as much as possible ; but malgre moi I suffered a great deal. 
To prevent any comfort from other people, thejf had made a law e«aong 
themselves, not to admit any foreigner into their company ; so that tliere 


^ Siecle de Louis xiv, {(Euvres^ xxvi. 95-97) ; Hiibner, t. 281. 
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was BOtliiiig but Englisb talked B'om June to January,-— On tlie contrary^ 
my countrymen at Soissons ax’e men of virtue and good sense ; t^ey mix 
.• perpetually with the Frej|<3li^ and converse for tlie inost*part''''iii that 
iangu^e. I will ti’ouble you no moreiRupoiS^ this subject : but give me 
leave to say that, how|ver capricious I may have been on other subjects, 
my sentiments in this particular aye the strongest pijpofs I ever gave you 
of my strong and hereditary aversion to vice and folly. 

^Mr, Stanhope/ our Minister, the Colonel or Brigadier-General, Hs 
always at Fontainebleau. I went with Mr. Poyntz,’ Foyntz not yet a 
dim figure, but a brilliant, who hints? about employing me, Paris 
for four days, when the Colonel himself w^as there, to-^ieet him ; he 
received me with great civility and kindness. tTe have done expecting 
Mr. Walpole,’ fixed he in the Court regions ; ^ who is obliged to keep 
strict guard over the Cardinal,’ sly old Fleuiy, ^for fear the German 
Ministers should take him from us. They puli and haul the poor old 
gentleman so many ways, that he does not know where to turn, o»-kfR5 
whose arms to throw himself.’ Never fear him !— 

^ Ripperda’s escape to England,’— grand Diplomatic bulldog that was, 
who took refuge in Colonel Stanhope’s at Madrid to no purpose, and 
kindled the sputtering at Gibraltar, is now got across to England, and 
will go to Morocco and farth»Br, to no purposg, — ^ will very much embroil 
affairs ; which did not seem to want another obstacle to hinder them from 
coming to an accommodation. If the D^ii is not very much %vanting to 
Ms own interests in this Business, it is impossible that the good work of 
Peace should go on much longer. After all, most young fellows are of 
his party ; and wish he may bring matters to a War ; for they make but 
ill Ministers at a Congress, but would make good Soldiers in a Campaign. 

^No news from Madam’ Blank ^and her beloved Husban^. Their 
unreasonable fondness for each other can never last : they will soo© 
as cold to one another as the Town to The Beggars Opera/ And cannot 
warm again, you think ? ^ Pray Heaven I may prove a false prophet ; 
but Married Love and English Music are too domestic to continue long 
in favour.’ * ^ • 

Nmember 20thf Soissons still. ^This is one of the agreeablest Towns in 
France. The people are infinitely obliging to strangers : we areof all 
their |?^rties, and perpetually share with them in their pleasures. I have 
learnt moi*e French since I came hither, than I should have picked up in 
a twelvemonth in Lorraine. * ^ 

^ A fool with a majority on his side is the greatest tyrant in the world 
—how can fcgo hack to loiter in Lorraine, honoured Father, where fools 
are iff such majority? ‘^Then the extraojidinary civilities I receive from 
Mr, Poyntz:' He has in a manner taken me into his family;’' wil 
evidently nrake an Apprentice of me. ^The first Packet that comes 
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^fron\ Fontainebleau^ I expect to be employed. Wbicli ' is no 'Small 
pleasii|e td^me ; and will I hope be of service/ * 

December ^ A sudden order to Mr^Fojmtss bas broken ali^my^ 

measures. He goes tomerrow^to Paris,' to stay there in the.ro^om'of 
Messrs. Stanhope and Walpole, who are on tliey return for Englaind/ 
Congress falling int» complete languon, if we knew it ! But ought not 
to accompany this friendly and distinguished Mr. Poyntz, ^who has 
already given me papers to copy * ; — in fact I am setting off with him, 
honoured Father ! * * 

^Pfince Frederick's journey,^iirst arrival in England of dissolute 
Fred from Ifanover, who had not been to Berlin to get married last 
summer, — ^ was very secret : Mr. Poyntz did not hear of it till Friday 
last; at least he had no public notice of it.' MHiy should he? ^ There 
will be fine struggling for places ' in this Prince's new Household. ^ I 
hope my Brother will home in for one.* ^ 

But here we pull the string of the curtain upon Lyttelton, 
and upon his Coiigress falling into complete languor ; Congress 
destined, after dining for about a year more, to explode, in the 
Treaty of Seville, and if) leave the Kauser sitting horrorstriick, 
solitary amid the wreck of Political Nature, — which latter, 
however, pieces itself together again for him and otliex's. 
Beneficent Treaty of Vienna was at last achieved ; Trea-ty and 
Treaties there, which brought matters to their old bearing 
again, ^ — Austria united with the Sea-Powers, Pragmatic 
-Sanctioii accepted by them, subsidies again to be expected 
from them ; Baby Carlos fitted with his Apanages, in some 
tolerable manner ; and the Problem, with which Creation had 
groaned for some twenty years past, finally accomplished 
better or worse. <•- 

I^yttelton himself will get a place in Prince Frederick’s 
Household, and then lose it; place in Majesty’s Miiiietry at 
last, but not for a long while yet. He will be one of Prince ' 
Frederick’s men, of the Carterets, Chesterfields, Pitts, ^ who 
^ patronise literature,! and are in opposition to dark Walpole ; 
one of the ‘ West-Wic^kham . set’ ; — and will Se 0#^' the 
Opposition party, and have his , adventures in the ' world. 

^ AyscoRgh’s Lyttdtm^ iii. ,200-231. 
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Meanwhile let Mm go to Paris with Mr, Poynta; §nd do 
his wisest there and' elsewhere. 

^ Wham's clat who ride asi^ide de pony, 

• So losig, so lean, so lank and bony ? 

Oh, he be de great orator, Littie-to]».“y/ ^ 

For now we are round at Friedrich Wilhelm’s Pomeranian 
Hunting again, in the New-yea^fs time of 17£9 ; am^mnst 
look again into the magnanimous sickroom ^^iliich ensued 
thereon; where a small piece of business is going forward. 
What a magnanimous patient Friedrich Wilhelm was, in 
Fassmann’s judgment, we know : but it will be good to show 
both* sides of the tapestry, and let Wilhelmina also 
The small business is only, a Treaty of Marriage for one of 
our Princesses : not Wilhelmina, but Louisa the next younger, 
who has been asked, and will consent, as appears. 

Fassmann makes a very touching scene of it. King is in 
bed, ill of his gout after that slaughter of the 3,603 wild 
swine: attendants are sitting roynd his Majesty, in the way 
w'e know ; Queen Sophie at Ms head, ^ Seckendorf and several 
others ’ round the bed. Letters arrive ; Princess Frederika 
Louisa, a very young Lady, has also had a Letter; which, 
she sees by the seal, will be interesting, but which she must 
not herself open. She steps in with it; ^ beautiiul^ as m. 
angel, but rather foolish, and a spoilt child of fifteen,’ says 
Wilhelmina : trips softly in with it ; hands it to the King. 

Give it to thy Mother, let her read it,’ says the King. 
Mother reads it, with hudible soft voice : Formal demand in 
marriage from the Serenity of Anspach, as foreseen. , 

Hearken, Louisa (Hore^ Lmse)y it is still time,’ said tho 
King : ^Tell us, wouldst thou rather go to Anspach, now, or 
stay with me ? If thou choose to stay, thou slialt want for 
nothing,«»either, to the end of thy life-» Speak ! ’ — ^ At sucli 

^ Caricature of 1741J on Lyttelton’s getting into the Ministry, with Carteret, 
Chesterfiel 4 Argyll, and the rest ; see Philiimore’s LyiteUon (London, 1S45), i. 
no ; Johnson’s Lives of the Poets, § Lyttelton ; etc. etc. 
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iinexpf ct^ question,’ says Fassmann, there rose ,a fine Hush 
over t|e Frincess’s face, who seemed to be at a loss for her 
answer. ' llowever, she soon collected herself ; kissed Hs 
Majesty’s hand, and said: '^'^Most gracious Papa, I will tO' 
Anspach ! ” To ^which the King : Very well, then ; God 
give thee all happiness and thousand blessings ! — ^But hearken, 
Louisa,” the King’s Majesty was pleased at the same time to 
add, We will make a b^gain, thou and I. You have 
excellent Floi;ir at Anspach {schones Mehl) ; but in Hams and 
Smoked Sausages ydu don’t come up, either in quality or 
quantity, to us in this Country. Now I, for my part, like 
good pastries. So, from time to time, thou shalt send me a 
of nice flour, and I will keep thee in hams and sausages. 
Wilt thou, Louisa ? ” That the PrincevSS answered Yea,’ says 
poor Fassmaim with the tear in his eye, ^ may readily be sup^ 
posed!’ Nay all -that heard the thing round the royal bed 
there, — simple humanities of that kind from so great a King, 
— -had almost or altogether tears in their eyes.^ 

This surely is a veiy t(]^uching scene. But now listen to 
Wiihehnina’s account of another on the same subject, between 
the same parties. At table ’ ; no date indicated, or a wrong 
one, but evidently after this : in fact, we find it was about 
the beginning of March 1729 ; and had sad consequences 
&r 3YilKelmina. 

^At table bis Majesty told the Queen that be bad Letters from 
Anspacb ; tbe young Margraf to be at Berlin in May for bis wedding ; 
that M. Bremer his Tutor was just coming wjtb tbe ring of betrothal for 
Louisa. He asked my Sister, If that gave Her pleasure ? and How she 
wouldf, regulate her housekeeping when marrieL^ My Sister had got 
into the way of telling him whatever she thought, and home-truthg*^oine- 
times, withorit his taking it ill. She answered with her customary 
frankness. That she would have a good table, which should be delicately 
served ; and, added she, which shall be better than yours. And if I 
have children, I will not maltreat them like you, nor force ihem to eat 
what they have an aversion to.”— What do you mean by that? ” replied 
the King: ^^what is there wanting at my table There is this 


^ Fassmann, pp. 393, 394. 
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wanting, ' slie said, one cannot have enough ; 'and there 

is consists of coarse potherbs that nobod j can eat/* The IpngJ as was 
not unnatural, ^ had begun to get angry at her irst answer this last put 
^ him quite in a' fury ; hut all his anger <ell otfi my Brother and "me. ' He 
first threw a plate at rjjy Brother’s head, who ducked out of the way ; he 
tMn let liy another at me, whiqh I avoided in lifee manner. A hail- 
storm of abuse i^llowed these first hostilities. He rose into a passion 
against the Queen ; reproaching her with the bad training she gave her 
children ; and, addressing my Brother: ^^You have reason to curse 
your Mother,” said he, ^^for it is sllh that causes your being ^n ill- 
governed fellow (un mal gouveme), I had a Preceptor,”^continued he, 
who was an honest man. I remember always a story he told me in my 
youth. There was a man, at Carthage, who had been condemned to die 
for many crimes he had committed. While they were leading him to 
executjon, he desired he might speak to his Mother. They brought Ms 
Mother : he came near, as if to whisper something to her ; — and uTT 
away a piece of her ear. I treat you thus, said he, to make you an 
example to all parents who take no heed to bring up their children in 
the practice of virtue I — Make the application,” (jontinued he, always 
addressing my Brother : and getting no answer from him, he again set 
to abusing us till he could speak no longer.^ W& rose from table. As 
we had to pass near him in going out, he aimed a great blow at me with 
his crutch ; which, if I had not jerked i^way from it, would have ended 
me. He chased me for a while in his wheel-chair, but the people drawing 
it gave me time to escape into the Queen’s chamber.’ ^ 

Poor Wilhelmina, beaten upon by Papa in this manner, 
takes to bed in miserable feverish pain, is ordered out by 
Mamma to evening party, all the same ; is evidently foiling* 
very ill. ^ 111 ? I will cure you i ’ says Papa next day, and 
makes her sw^allow a great draught of wine. Which com- 
pletes the thing : ^ declared smallpox,’ say all the Doctors 
,now. So that Wilhelmiha is absent thenceforth, as Fassmann 
already told us, from the magnanimous paternal sickroom; 
and lies balefully eclipsed, till the paternal gout and some 
other things have run their course. , * Smallpox ; what will 
Prince Fred think ? A perfect fright, if she do live ! ’ say 
the English Court-gossips in the intermi. But we are now 
arri^d at a very singular Prussian-Snglish phenomenon ; and 
ought to take a new Chapter. 

^ Wilhelmina, i. SS9« 
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IMBflNENCY OF WAE OR DUEL BETWEEN THE 
BRITANNIC AND PRUSSIAN MAJESTIES 


The Double-Marriage negotiation bung fire, in the end 
of 1??28 ; but everybody thought, especially Queen Sophie 
thought, it "^vould come to perfection ; old Ilgen, almost the 
last thing he did, shed tears of joy about it. These fine 
outlooks received a sad shock in the Year now come ; when 
secret grudges burst out into open flame ; and Berlin, instead 
rRf scenic splendours for a Polish Majesty, was clangoroits with 
note of preparation for imminent War. Probably Queen 
Sophie never had a more agitated Summer than this of 17S9. 
We are now arrived at that thrice-famous Quarrel, or almost 
Duel, of Friedrich Wilhelm and his Britannic Brother-in-law 
little George ii. ; and "^must try to riddle from those dis- 
tracted Paper-masses some notice of it, not wholly unintel- 
ligible to the reader. It is loudly talked of, loudly, but alas 
also loosely to a degree, in all manner of dull Books ; and 
is at once thrice-famous and extremely obscure. The fact 
is, Nature intended it for eternal oblivion ; — and that, sure 
"enough, would have been its fate long since, had not persons 
who were then thought to be of no importance, but are now 
seen to be of some, stood connected with it more or less. 


Friedrich Wilhelm, for his own palt, had seen in the death 
of Gteorge i. an evil omen from the English quarter ; and all 
alongy in spite of transient appearances to the contraiy^, had' 
said to himself, ^ If the First George, ' with his solemnities and 
tacit sublimities, was ofiensive now and then, what will the 
, Second George be ? -“The Second George has been*uu ofience 
from the beginning ! 5n which notioiis the Smoking’^ar- 
liament, vitally interested to do it, in these ' perilous Soissons 
times, big with the fate of 'the Empire and Universe,, is 
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assiduous to coiifimi Ms Majesty, The Smoking 

^at Potsdanij at Berlin, in the solitudes of Wusterl^seS, has 

been busy ; and much Tobacco, m^ch meditation and insimia- 

tion have gone up,^in clouds more abstruse than ever, since 

tWe death of. George i. • ^ ^ 

It is certain, George ii. was a proud little fellow ; very 
high and airy in his ways ; not at all the man to Friedrich 
Wiihelnfs heart, nor reciprocally. A man of some wwth, 
too ; ® scrupulously kept his woi’d,’ say the witnefmes : a man 
always conscious to himself, ^ Am not I* a man of honour, 
then ? to a punctilious degree. For the rest, courageous as 
a Welf ; and had some sense withal, — ^though truly not much, 
and indeed, as it were, none at all in comparison to what h<w 
supposed he had 1 — One can fancy the aversion of the little 
dapper Royalty to this heavy-footed Prussian Barbarian, and 
the Prussian BarbariaMs to him. The bloody nose in child- 
hood was but a symbol of what passed through life. In 
return for his bloody nose, little George, five years the elder, 
had carried off Caroline of Anspach ; and left Friedrich 
Wilhelm sorrowing, a neglected cub, — poor honest Beast 
tragically shorn of his Beauty. Offences could not fail ; 
these two Cousins went on offending one another by the 
mere act of living simultaneously. A natural hostility, that 
between George ii. and Friedrich Wilhelm ; antericff ^to* 
Caroline of Anspach, and independent of the colli^aons of 
interest that might fall out between them. Enmity as be- 
tween a glancing self-satisfied fop, and ' a loutish Ihick-soled 
man of parts, who feels* himself the better though the ' less 
successful. House-Mastiff seeing itself neglected, drivea to 
its hiifch, for a tricksy Ape dressed-«fut in ribbons, who gets 
favour in the drawingroom. 

George, I perceive by the very State-Papers, George and 
his EnglMi Lords have 'a provoking slighting tone towards 
Friedrich Wilhelm ; they answer hi^ violent convictions, and 
thoroughgoing rapid proposals, by brief official negation, with 
an air of superiority, — ^traces of a ^polite sneer perceptible, ^ 
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4 }cc^on|lly. A mere Clown of a King^ thinks George ; a 
mere '^ ' ge^iculatiiig Coxcomb, thinks Friedrich Wilhelm, 

^ Mem Bruder der Comodiant^ My Brother the Playactor ' 
(particoloured Merry-Andrew of a high-flying turn) ! tos_ 
Friedrich Wilhefufs private name for him, in after days,^ 
Which George repaid by one equal to it, My Brother the 
Head-Beadle of the Holy Roman Empire,’ — ^ Erz-Sandstremr^^ 
who i^olemnly brings up th^ Smidbow (no blotting-paper yet 
in use) whto the Holy Roman Empire is pleased to wite, 

^ ErZ‘‘SandBtreuer^ *Arch-Sandbox- Beadle of the Heilige 
Rbmlsche Reich : ’ it is a lumbering nickname, but intrinsically 
not without felicity, and the wittiest thing I know of little 
4Jeorge, 

Special cause of quarrel they had none that was of the least 
significance ; and, at this time, prudent friends were striving 
to unite them closer and closer, as the true policy for both; 
English Townshend himself rather fishing it, as the best 
Prussian Officials eageiij' did ; Queen Sophie passionate for it ; 
and only a purchased Grumkow, a Seckendorf and the 
Tobacco-Parliament set against it. The Treaty of IVuster- 
hausen was not known ; but the fact of some Treaty made or 
making, some Imperial negotiation always going on, was too 
evident ; and Friedrich Wilhelm’s partialities to the Kaiser 
^aiid his Seckendorf could be a secret nowhere. 

Negotiation always going on, we say ; for such indeed was 
the case, — the Kaiser striving always to be loose again (having 
excellent reasons, a secret bargain to the contrary, to wit !) in 
regard to that Julich-and-Berg Succession; proposing ^sub- 
stitutes for Jlilich and Berg ’ ; \nd Friedrich Wilhelm refusing 
' to accept any imaginable- substitute, anything but the .article- 
itself. So that, I believe, the Treaty' of Wusterliausen was 
never perfectly ratified, after all ; hut hung, for so many years, 
always on the point cf being so. ■ , These are the iis^s^f your 
purchased Grumkow, and'^of riding the length of ' a TexTestrial 
Equator keeping a Majesty in' company* , If, 'by ,a Double- 
Marriage Fith England, ^that ' intricate ' web of chicanery had 
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been once fairly slit in two^ and new combinations 01 ^ 

^ a basis not of fast-and-loose, could it have been of d^dvantage 
to either of the Couiftries, or tg either of their' Kings — 
Real and grave causes for agreement we find ; real or grave 
^^ilises for quarrel none anywhere* But light or imaginary 
causes, which became at last effectual, can be enumerated, to 
the length of three or four. 

• » 

Cause First : The Hanover Joint-Heritmges^ which are not 
in a liquid State 

Firsts the Ahlden Heritage ^ was one cause of disagree- 
ment/ which lasted long. The poor Mother of George ii. andL- 
of Queen Sophie had left considerable properties ; * three 
million thalers^'' that is 900,000Z., say some ; but all was 
rather in an miliquid state, not so much as^ her Will was to 
be had. The Will, with a 10,000/. or so, was in the hands 
of a certain Graf von Bar, one of her" confidants in that sad 
imprisonment : ^ money lent him,’ Biisching says,^ Ho set-up 
a Wax-Bleachery at Cassel ’ : — and the said Count von Bar 
was off with it, Testamentary Paper and all ; gone to the 
Rekhshqfrath at Vienna, supreme Judges, in the Empire, of 
such' matters. Who accordingly issued him a ^ Protection,’ to 
start witii : so that when the Hanover people attempted ^ to"' 
lay hold of the questionable wax-bleaching Count, at Frankfurt- 
on-Mayn, — secretly sending H lieutenant and twelve men’ 
for that object, — ^he produced his Protection Paper, and the 
lieutenant and twelve men had to hasten home again.^ Count 
von Bar had to be tried at law^— never ask with what reralts; 

- — anff^this itself was a long story* Then as to the other 
properties of the poor Duchess,, question arises, Are they 
allodia^ or are they feuda^ — ^that is to say, shall the Son have 

^ -B^irage sur Lehmsge^chickie denkwurdigfr Persomn (Halle, 1783-1789), 
t 306, § Mussien Some distracted fractions of Business Correspondence with 
this Bar, in ^emmrs qfSoJfhia Dorothea ^ — unintelligible as usual there. 

2 Ibid, 
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IJieroAorithe Daughter? In shortj, there was no end to 
questions.^ Friedrich Wilhelm has an Envoy at Hanover, one ^ 
Rannegiesser, labouring at IJanover, tht second of such he has 
been obliged to send ; who finds plenty of employment in that 
' matter. ^ My Brother the Comodiant qniet\y put his FathefS*'*^ 
Will in his pocket, I have heard ; and paid no regard to it 
(except what he was compelled to pay, by Chesterfield and 
others) : will he do the lik% mth his poor Motheris "Will ? ** 
Patience, yotr Majesty : he is not a covetous man, but a self- 
willed and a pi oud,— always conscious to himself that he is 
the soul of honour, this poor Brother King i 

Nay, withal, before these testamentary bickerings are settled, 
has a new Joint Heritage fallen : on which ma^^ rise 
discussions. Poor Uncle Ernst of Osnabiiick, — whom 
George i., chased by Death, went galloping for shelter that 
night, and who could only weep over his poor Brother dead, — 
has not survived him many months. The youngest Brother of 
the lot is now gone too.*^ Electress Sophie'^s Seven are now all 
gone. She had six sons : ]^ur became Austrian soldiers, three 
of whom perished in war long since; the other three, the 
Bishop, the King, the eldest of the Soldiers, have all died 
within two years (1*7^6-17^8):^ Sophie Charlotte, ^ Re- 
publican Queen " of Prussia, Friedrich 'Wilhelm'^s Mother, whom 
%eAiew long since, was the one Daughter. Her also Uncle 
Ernst saw die, in his youth, as we may remember. They are 
all dead. And now the Heritages are to settle, at least the 
recent part, of them. Let Kaiinegiesser keep his eyes open. 
Kannegiesser is an expert high-mannef ed man ; but said to be 
subject to sharpness of temper ; and not in the best favour 
with the Hanover peoplev That is Cause 


Cause Second: the TroiMes of MecMenhirg 
Then, secomlly^ there the ' business of Mecldai&ur|: 


1 Michaelisj i. 153. See Feder, KurfursHnn Sophie ; Hoppe, Gf.sckickie dsr 
Stadiffizn?w 7 ^>r : etc. 
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^ u -Rnsiness for MecRieiiu-g, ^ ^e^xexary^^’— 

ray VOoxresAevsmol^Ae^-^ Duke ot 

,,-hrd '^’-"“J/ever forget ?-that extra 

^vliat reader can ® o£ V L to wait on her 

Mecklenburg, ^^^^traordinaxT a^ScT 

T\: 

Uncle Peter, ^go? \,.a so it turns .out! 

Magdeburg, to be th« unluckrest 

fates we nrigbt r ^ roved also t 

The Unique of Epoch;* sp^ 

of Misgovernnr;, Mecklenburg is , Q,^ing to the 

trouble all ^•«’^“‘^^^nhese ten years past ^o, this, 

lo’^g .^f^olfth wlrs,’ or ^'’’"^^^^“/roore money ; and im- 
Charte-l^'®“tn ^rant ot moi condition to 

poverrshed on his accession, J aemanded new 

pay iBore* before we ever sa . , £ £^be Country) ; 

still WaziBg, y^ filters (tli® common iu other 

suhvcBtioB ho^ Mecldenburg, 

■subvention States, and at o^^^^ ^^^ripel them 

§overeigu -nnt oav ^ the ^ riroves favour- 

^he Ritters wou Reicbsbofrath, w ? Raiser ; 

kters appeal to Kaiser still f'^yir tTsovIrei^V" 

oble to the in such mat^ about ?i^a; 

asserts that _ b ^ of rusty thunder ^^^11 continues 

Kaiser flung on his back y^ ^^eeir thunder 

to which the Dnk^^ ^^^^goe: and so be . 

contumacious in traiiinier an ^ ^ ^totion to 

^ud contumacy, oa b and is an 

Country writbes 1 ^ ^ 3 uts„oveniing Uukes 

everyhiJiSy near • uxfluckiest » “ — t law with 

i'" Cv »«ho»«y f " !": 


XT nr.. II. 
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aboiits.^ So that the Kaiser in Eeichshofraths about the date 
'indicated CYear 171 9), fomid good to send military coercion 
on him ; and intrusted that function to^the Hanover-Brmiswick* 
people^ to George i. fiiore ' especially ; to whom, as Krek- 
Hmiptmami Captain of the Circle,'^ Circle of Lower-Saxori#^***" 
where the contumacy had occurred), such function naturally 
fell The Hanover Sovereignty, sending 1S,0G0 men, horse, 
foot, and artillery into Mecklenburg, soon did their function, 
with only slight flourishes of fighting on the part of the 
contumacious Duke,-^in which his chief Captain, one Schwerin, 
distinguishes himself: Kurt von Schwerin, w'hom we shall 
know better by and by, for he went into the Prussian service 
^shortly after. Colonel von Schwerin did well what was in him ; 
but could not save a refractory Duke, against such odds. 
The contumacious Duke was obliged to fly his country ; — 
deposed, or, to biggin with, suspended, a Brother of his being 
put in as interim Duke : — and the Unique of Husbands and 
paragon of Mismanagii^' Dukes lives S,bout Dantzig ever since, 
on a Pension allowed him by his interim Brother; con\ 
tumacious to the last ; an3. still stirring-up strife, though now 
with diminished means, Uncle Peter being now dead, and 
Eussian help much cut oiE 

The Hanover Sovereignties did their function soon enough : 

-- but their ^ expenses for it,’ these they have in vain demanded 
ever since. No money to be got fi*om Mecklenburg ; aiid 
Mecklenburg owes us Hen tons of gold,’ — that is to say, 
1,000,000 thalers, Hon’ being the tenth part of a million Ip 
that coin. Hanover, therefore, holds possession, — and ha^ 
held ever since, with compd:ent small military force, — of\ 

, certain Districts in Mecld^nburg ; Taxes of these wffl> subsist \ 
our soldiery in the interim, *and yield interest ; the principal 
once paid, , we at once give them up ; principal, by these ^ 
schedules, ,if you care to count them, is one million' , thalers 
(ten Tonnen Goldes^ as above said)^ or about 0001, 
And so it has stood for ten years past ; Mecklenburg' the most 
. ^ Michaelis, ii, 416-435. 
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anarchic of countries^ owing to the kind of Ritters and kind 
of' Duke it has* Poor souls, it is evident they have all lost* 
their beaten road, and, got amon^ the igms Jutui and peat- 
pools : none knows the necessities ahd sorrows of this poor 
'■'idle Duke himself! In his.^yonng years, before accession, he 
once tried soldiering; served one campaign with Charles xii., 
but was glad to ^return to Hamburg’ again, to the peaceable 
scenes of fashionable life there^^^ Then his Russian tlpique 
of Wives : — ^liis probable adventures, prior and subsequent, in 
Unde Peter’s sphere, can these have beSn pleasant to him ? 
The angry Ritters, too, their country had got much trampled 
to pieces in the Charles-Twelfth Wars, Stralsund Sieges : 

money seemed necessary to the Duke, and the Ritters were 

very scarce of it. Add, on both sides, pride and want of 
sense, with mutual anger going on crescendo ; and we have the 
sad phenomenon now visible: A Duke *fled to Dantzig, 
anarchic Ritters none the better for his going ; Duke perhaps 
threatening to return, ^nd much flurrying his poor interim 
Brother, and stiiTing-up the Anarchies : — in brief, Meck- 
lenburg become a house on fire,* for behoof of neighbours 
and self. 

In these miserable brabbles, Friedrich Wilhelm did not 
hitherto officially interfere ; though not uninterested in them ; 
.being a next neighbour, ai^; even, by known "treaties,# 
eventual heir,’ should the Mecklenburg Line die out. ' ]5ut 
’ weAnow he 'was not in favour with the Kaiser, in those old 
years ; so the military .coercion had been done by other, hands, 

, and he had, not shared the management at all. He merely 
watched , the course of things J always advised the Duke, to 
subinit”1!A> Law, and be peaceable ; was sometimes rather sorry 
for Mm, too, as would' appear. 

Last year, however (1728), -^doubtless it was one of 
Seckendorf s minor measures, done ■ in l^bacco-Parliament, — 

^ .See German 5 // (London, '1725, by Ledifrd, Biographer of Marlborough) 

' for a 'lively "Picture of the then Hamburg, — resort' of Northern Moneyed- Idleness, 
as well as of better things. 
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JFrie^rich Wilhelm, now a pet of the Kaiser’s, is discovered to 

be fairly concerned in that matter; and is conjoined with the ^ 
Hanover-Brunswick Commissioners foi* Mecklenburg : Kaiser 
specially requiring that his Prussian Majesty shall ‘ help in 
executing Imperi,al Orders ’ in .the neighbouring Aiiarclri!?^ 
Country. Which rather huffed little George, — ^hitherto, since 
his Father’s death, the principal, or as good as sole Com- 
missioner, — if so big a Bri^nnic Majesty could be huffed by 
paltry sligHts of that kind ! Friedrich Wilhelm, w'ho has much 
meditated Mecklenburg, strains his intellect, sometimes to an 
intense degree, to find-out ways of settling it : George, who 
has never cared to mediate it, nor been able if he had, is 
■.capable of sniffing scornfully at Friedrich Wilhelm’s pf ejects 
on the matter, and dismissing them as moonshine.^ To a 
wise much-meditative House-Mastiff, can that be pleasant, 
from an unthinking dizened creature of the Ape species ? 
The troubles of Mecklenburg, and discrepancies thereupon, 
are capable of becoming a second soui^e of quarrel. 

# 

Causes Third and FoivHh ; — and Cause Flflh^ worth all 
the Others 

CmBe third is the old story of recruiting; a standing cause 
*"bej:’%een Prussia and all its neighbours. And the fourth cause 
is the tiniest of all : the Meadow of Clamei.’ Meadow of, 
Clamei, some square yards of boggy gTound ; wM6hj after long 
study, oiie^does find to exist in the obsciir^sf'maiiner, discover- 
able in the best Maps of Germany, -««gonie twenty' miles south 
of the Elbe river, on the bounSary between Hanover-Liineburg 
and Prussia-Magdeburg, dubious on which side’^f the . 
boundary. Lonesome unknown Patch of Meadow, lying far 
amid peaty wildernesses in those Salzwedel regions : unknown 

to all writing nlo^ta^s as yet^; but wi^ich threate ns, ir r this 

summer of 17^9, to„bec<>ane famous as Kminyniead among the 
Meadows of History ! ' And the ffih cause — In short, there 
^ Despatches and the Answers to them (more than once). 
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was no real ‘eanse’ 'of the least magnitude; the effect was^ 
« produced by the combination of many small and. imaginary 
ones. For if there is" a will to.^uaijel, we know there is a 
, way. And perhaps the J^h nameable causCj in efficiency 
worth all the others togethep, might be fou^d in the Debates 
of the smoking Parliament that season, were the Journal 
of its Proceedings extant ! We gather symptoms, indisput- 
able enough, of %'ery diligent elaborations and insinuations 
there ; and conclude that to have been the really effective 
cause. Clouds had risen between the two Courts ; but 
except for the Tobacco-Parliament, there never could have 
thunder come from them. 

Very soon after George’s accession there began clouds to 
rise; the perfectly accomplished little George assuming a 
severe and high air towards his rustic Brother-in-Law. ‘ We 
cannot stand these Pri^ssian enlistments and encroachments ; 
rectify these, in a high Wd severe ntanner ! ’ says George to 
his Hanover Officials. George is got warm on his throne till 
there comes in, accordingly, from the Hanover Officials a Com- 
plaint to that effect, and even a List of Hanoverian subjects 
who are, owing to various injustices, now serving in the 
Prussian ranks : ^ Your Prussian Majesty is requested \o return 
us these men T ® 

This List is dated 2 2d January 1728 ; George only a few 
months old in his new authority as yet. The Prussian 
Majesty grumbles painfully responsive : ^ Will, with eagerness, 
do, whatever is just ; *most surely ! But is his BritanniC' 
Majes^ aware ? ■ Hanover Officials are quite misinformed as 
to: the circumstances ; ’ — --and.dc^s n^t return any of the men/ 
Merely a pacific grumble, and nothing done in regard to the 
complaints. Then there, is the Meadow of Clamei which we 
spoke.j^: « That belongs to Brandenbii^, you say ? Never- ■ 
theless the contiguous parts of Hai®[)ver have rights upon it. 
Some ^^oight cartloads of hay,” woxi:h say almost 51 or ,101. 
sterling : who is to mow that grass, ^ I w.onder ? ’ — 
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Friedricli Wilhelm feels that all this is a pettifogging 
^ vexations bourse of procedure ; and that his little Cousin the f 
Comdiiant is not treating hin very like'^a gentleman. « Is he^, 
your Majesty!’ suggests, the Smoking Parliament. — ^About^,^ 
the middle of March, Dubourgay •hears Borck, an OlfScial not 
of the Grumkow party, sulkily commenting on ^ the constant 
hostility of the Hanover Ministry to us’ in all manner of 
points ; — ^inquires withal, Conld not Mecklenburg be somehow 
settled, his rrussian ^Majesty being somewhat anxious upon 
it ? ^ Anxious, yes : his poor Majesty, intensely meditative of 
such a matter in the night-watches, is capable of springing 
out of bed, with an ^ Eureka ! I have found what will^do ! ’ 

^ demanding writing materials. He rates or dictates in 
his shiii:, the good anxious Majesty; dispatches his Eureka 
by estafette on the wings of the wind : and your Townshend, 
your wfzmeditative George, x'eceives it with curt official negative, 
and a polite sneer.^ . • 

A few weeks farther on, this is whaf the Newspapers report 
of Mecklenburg, in spite «of his PxTissian Majesty’s desire 
to have some mercy shown the poor infatuated Duke : ^ The 
Elector of Hanover and the Duke of Brunswick-Wolfenbiittel,’ 
his Britannic, Majesty and Squire in that sad business, ^refim 
to withdraw their forces out of Mecklenburg, or pai't with the 
tJh« 5 ?st^of the Revenues thereof, until an entire satisfaction be 
given them for the arrears of the Charges they have been at 
in putting the Sentence of the Aulic Council ’ (Kaiser’s Reklis- 
hqfrath and rusty thunder) ^ into execution against the said 
Diike;^ 

Matters grew greatly woi’se when George paid his fi^t Visit 
to Hanover in character^ of King, early in the Summer of 
1729. Part of his road lies through Prussian territory: 

^ Shall he have free post-horses, as his late Majesty was wont ? ’ 

^ Despatch, 17th March 1729. *'• 

® Dnboiargay, I2th-i4th April ; and the Answer from St. James’s, 

® Salmon’s Chromhgkal Hislorian (London, 174S, — a Book ijever to be 
quoted without caution), ii. 216; — date (translated into new style), loth July 

1729* 
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asks the Prussian Official 'person. ‘ If he write to request them,* 
yes,’' answers Friedrich Wilhelm; Vif he don’t write, no.’ 
George does not write; pays foi^ his , post-horses ; — ^flourishes 
along to Hanover, in absolute silence towards his , clownish 
Brother-in-law. You would say he looks #ver the head of 
him, as if there were no such clown in existence; — he has 
never yet so much as notified his arrival. ^ What is this ? 
There exists no Prussia, then, foF little George ? ’ Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s inarticulate, inteijectionary utterances, ih clangorous 
metallic tone, we can fancy them, now and then ; and the 
Tobacco-Parliament is busy ! British Minister Dubourgay, 
stead^^ old military gentleman, who spells imperfectly, but is 
intent to keep-down mischief, mites at last to Hanover, sub-* 
missively suggesting, * Could not, as was the old wont, some 
notification of the King’s arrival be sent hither, which would 
console his Prussian Majesty ? ’ To wif mf Lord Townshend 
answers, ^ Has not been^ the custom, ^ am informed ’ (wrongs 
informed, your Lordship^ ; ‘ not necessary in the circumstances.’ 
Which is a high course between n^ghbours and royal gentle- 
men and kinsfolk. The Prussian Court hereupon likewise shuts 
its lips ; no mention of the Hanoverian Court, not even by 
her Majesty and to Englishmen, for several weeks past.^ 
Some inarticulate metallic growl, in private, at dimiigr or in 
the Tabaks-Collegmm : the rest is truculent silence. ^ire® 

our poor Hanover Recruits (according to our List of Pressed 
Hanoverians) in the least . sent back ; nor the Clamei Meadows 
settled; ^Big Meadow’ or ^Little one,’ both of * which the 
Brandenbiirgers have mdwn in the meantime. 

Hanover Pressed men mot coming home, — I think, not one 
of them, — -the tianover Officials^, decide to seize such Prussian 
Soldiers as happen to^be seizable, in Planover ' Territory. The 
liighway in that border-counit'y runs now on this side of the 
liiarck,, now on that — ^watch well, and*you will get Prussian 
soldiers from time to time ! WhicM the Hanover people do ; 
and seize* several, common men and even officers. Here is 

^ Dubourgay.® 
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oncer more a high course of proceeding. Here is coal to raise ^ 
smoke enough^ if well blown upon, — which, with Seckeiidorf r 
and Griimkow working the bellows, we^'inay well fancy it wm ! 
But listen to what follows, independently of bellows. 

On the £8th ehine 17£9, hay lying now quite dry upon the 
Meadow of Clamei, lo, the Bailiff of Hanoverian Blihlite, — 
Unpicturesque Traveller will find the peat-smoky little Village 
of Biihlite near by a dusty little Town called Liichow, midway 
from Hamburg to^ Magdeburg; altogether peaty, mossy 
country ; in the Salzwedel district, where used to be Wendic 
populations, and a Marck or Border Fortress of Salzwedel set 
up against them : — Bailiff of Blihlitz, I say, sallies forth with 
•^several carts, with all the population of the Village, with a 
troop of horse to escort, and probably flags flying and some 
kind of drums beating; — ^publicly rakes together the hay, 
defiant of the Prufssian Majesty and all men ; loads it on his 
carts, and rolls home with it; leaving* to the Brandenburgers 
nothing but stubble, aiid the memory of having mown for 
Hanover to eat. This i^ the 28th June 1729; King of 
Prussia is now at Magdeburg, reviewing his troops ; within a 
hundred miles of these contested quag-countries : who can 
blame him that he flanies-up now into clear blaze of royal 
indignation? The correspondence henceforth becomes alto- 
gether lively: but in the Britannic Archives there is nothing 
of it, — ^Dubourgay having received warning from my Lord 
Towiishend to be altogether ignorant of the matter hence- 
forth, and let the Hanover Officials manage it. His Prussian 
Majesty returns home in the most teifipestuous condition. 

We may judge what a time Queen Sophie had of ^ ; w^hat 
scenes there were with the Crpwn-Prince Friedrich and Wilhel- 
mina, in her Majesty’s Apartment and elsewhere ! Friedrich 
Wilhelm is fast mounting to the redhot pitch. The bullyings, 
the beatings' even, of, these poor Children, love-sick one of 
them, are lamentable to ^lear of, as all the world has heard : 
— Bisobedient unnatural whelps, biting the hee|s of your 
poor^ old^ parent mastiff in Ms extreme need, w4at is to be done 
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•with you,? Frite he often enough beats, gives a slap to.with 
Ms rattan ; has hurled a plate at him, on occasion, when had 
topics rose at table ; iiay, at WiJhelniina too, she says : but 
the poor children always ducked, and nothing but a little noise 
and loss of crockery ensued.* Fritz he deliberately detests, as 
a servant of the Devil, incorrigibly rebelling against the 
paternal “will, and going on those dissolute courses : a silly 
French cockatoo, suspected of disbelief in Scripture; given to 
nothing but fifing and playbooks ; who will bring'^Prussia and 
himself to a bad end. God grant he do not finish on the 
gallows ! ’ sighed the sad Father once to Gruinkow. The 
records of these things lie written far and wide, in the 
archives of many countries as well as in WilhelminaV 
Book. 

To me there was one undiplomatic reflection continually 
present: Heavens, could nobody have giDt a bit of rope, 
and hanged those t'^^o Diplomatic swindlers ; clearly of 
the scoundrel genus, i^ore than cofnmon pickpockets are ? 
Thereby had certain young hearj;^, and honest old ones too, 
escaped being broken ; and many a thing might have gone 
better than it did. Jarni-Bhu^ Herr Feldzeugmeister, though 
you are an orthodox Protestant, this thousandfold perpetual 
habit of distilled-lying seems to me a bad one, do not 
blame an old military gentleman, with a brow so puckere^ a"! 
yours, for having little of the milk of human kindness so-called : 
but this of breaking, by force of lies merely, and for your own 
uses, The hearts of poor innocent creatures, nay, 4)f grinding 
them slowly in the mortar, and employing their Father’s hand' 
to do it#withal ; this- — Herr General, forgive me, but there are 
moments when I feel as if the extinction of probably the 
iiiteiisest scoundrel of that epoch might have been a satisfactory 
event ! — Alas, it could not be. Seckendorf is lying abroad 
for his -Kaiser ; ^ the only really able man we have,’ says 
Eugene sometimes. Snuffles and lisps ; and travels in all, as 
they count, about 35,000 miles, keeping his Majesty in 
company. Here are some glimpses^ into the interior, dull but 
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at firsthand, which are worth clipping and condensing from 
Dubourgay, with their dates : 

SOth July 1729. To the respectable old Brigadier, this day or yesterday, 
" her Majesty, all in tears, complained^ of her situation : King is nigh 
losing his senses on account of the differences with Hanover ; goes from 
bed to bed in the night-time, and from chamber to chamber, one 

whose brains are turned/' Took a fit, at two in the morning, lately, to 
be off to Wusterhausen : ' — about year ago Seckendorf and Grumkow 
had built a L«dge out there, where his Majesty, when he liked, could be 
snug and private with them : thither his Majesty now rushed, at two in 
the morning ; but seemingly found little assuagement. ^ Since his return, 
lie gives himself up entirely to drink : — Seckendorf,' the snuffling Belial, 
^is busy, above ground and below; has been heard saying He alone 
jjould settle these businesses, Double-Marriage and all, would her Majesty 
but trust him 1 ' — 

‘The King will not suffer the Prince-Royal to sit next his Majesty at 
table, but obliges him to go to the lower end ; where things are so ordered,' 
says the sympathetic Dubourgay, ‘'that the poor Prince often rises without 
getting one bit/ — woe's me 1 ‘ Insomuch tl^t the Queen was obliged 
two days ago* (28th July 17^9, let us date s^^ch an occurrence) ‘^to send, 
by one of the servants who could be trusted, ji. Box of cold fowls and other 
eatables for his Royal Highness'^T subsistence ! ' ^ 

In the first blaze of the outrage at Clamei, Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s ardent mind suggested to him the method of single 
combat defiance of George, by cartel, To give the satisfaction 
t>f § gentleman. There have been such instances on the part 
of Sovereigns ; though they are rare : Karl Ludwig of the 
Pfalz, Winter-King's Son, for example, did, as is understood, 
challenge Turenne for burning the Pfak {fij'st burning that 
poor country got) ; but nothing came 7)f it, owing to Tureiine’s 
prudence. Friedrich Wilhelm sees well that it al^, comes 
from George’s private hwiou/: Why should human blood 
be shed except George’s and mine? Friedrich Wilhelm is 
decisive for sending off* the cartel; he has even settled the 
particulars, and sees in ■hk glowing pi&etic mind how^ the 
transaction may, be : say, ftt Hildesheim for place ; DerscEaii 
shall be my second ; Brigadier Sutton (if anybody now know 
, ^ Dubou|gay,' 30th July 1729. 
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such a man) may be his. Seconds, place and general outline* 
he has schemed out, and fixed, so far as depends on one 
party ; , will fairly fenci and fight this insolent little Royal 
Gentleman : give the world a spectacle (which might have been 
very wholesome to the world) of two Ki^*s voiding their 
quarrel by duel and fair personal fence. 

In England the report goes, ^ not without foundation,’ 
think Lord Hervey and men of sarcastic insight in the higher 
circles, That it was his Britannic Majesty who ^ sent or would 
have sent a challenge of single combat to his Prussian 
Majesty,’ the latter being the passive party ! Report flung 
into an inverse posture, as is liable to happen ; going ’ now 
with its feet uppermost; ‘not without foundation,’ thinks 
Lord Hervey. *‘But whether it’ (the cartel) ‘was carried and 
rejected, or whether the prayers and remonstrances of Lord 
Townshend prevented the gauntlet being^ actually thrown 
down, is a point whicb^ to me ’ (Lord Hervey) ‘ at least, has 
never been cleared.’ ^ ^ 

The Prussian Ministers, no lesi than ToTOshend would, 
feel well that this of Duel will never do. Astonishment, 
flehile ludibrium^ tragical tehee from gods and men, will come 
of the Duel ! But how to turn it aside ? For the King is 
determined. His truculent veracity of mind points this 
as the real way for him ; reasoning, entreating are ts 
purpose. ‘The true method, I tell you! As to the world 
and its cackling, — ^let the world cackle ! ’ At length Borck 
hits on a consideration : ‘ Your Majesty has been ill lately ; 
hand perhaps not so steady as ijsual ? Now if it should turn 
out that^your Majesty proved so inferior to yourself as 
to — Good Heavens 1 ’ This, i^is said, was the point that 
staggered his Majesty. Tobacco-Parliament, and Borck there, 
pushed its advantage : the method of duel (prevalent through 
the early part of July, I should guess) was given up.^ Why 

^ Lord Hervey, Memoirs of George //, (London, 1848), i. 127. 

^ Bielfeldy fa?miieres et aut 7 *es (Second edition, 2 vols. Leide, 1767), 
i 117, 118. 
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;vas. there no Hansard in that Institution' of the Country? 
Patience^ idle reader! We shall get some scraps of the 
Debates on other subjects, fey and by.^But hear Dabourgay 
again, in the absence of Morning Newspapers : 

Augmi 9thy 1729,^ ^Berlin looks aftogetlier warlike. At Magdeburg 
they are busy making ovens to bake Ammunition-bread ; Artillery Is 
getting hauled out of the Arsenal here * ; all is clangour, din of p*epai*a- 
tioE. ^It is said the King will Jail on Mecklenburg'; can at once, if 
he like. ^*^iese intolerable usages from England' (Seckeiidorf is 
rumoured to have said),^ can j^our Majesty endure them forever ? ^¥hJ 
not marry the Prince-Eoyal, at once, to another Princess, and have done 
with them ! '—or words to that effect, as reported by Court-rumour to 
her Majesty and Dubourgay, And there is a Princess talked of for this 
Match, Russian Piincess, little Czar's Sister (little Czar to have ‘^^ilhel- 
mina, Double-Marriage to be with Russia, not with England) ; but the 
little Czar soon died, little Czar's Sister went out of sight, or I know not 
what happened, and only brief rumour came of that 

As for the Crown-Prince, he has not fallen desperate ; no ; but appears 
to have strange schemes in him, deep under cover. ^ He has said to a 
confidant' (Wilhelmina it ie^probable), ^ Af to his ill-treatment, he well 
knew how to free himself of that”' (wil-' fly to foreign parts, your 
Highness?), ^ and would ha%^evdone so long since, were it not for his 
Sister, upon whom the whole w'eiglit of his Father's resentment would 
then fall. Happen what will, therefox*e, he is resolved to shai*e with her 
all the hardships which the King his Fatlier may be pleased to put upon 
her.'"^ Means privately a flight to England, Dubourgay sees, and in a 
* reticent Cdplomatic way is glad to' see. 

C' ' 

I possess near a dozen Hanoverian and Prussian Despatches 
upon this strange Business ; but should shudder to inflict 
them on any innocent reader. Clear, grave Despatches, very 
brief and just, especially on the Prussian side : and on a 
matter too, which truly is not lighter than any other Despatch 
matter of that intrinsicg-IIy vacant Epoch : — O reader, would 
I' could bury all vacant talk and witing whatsoever, as I do 
these poor Despatches about the ^ eight cartloads of hay ! 
Friedrich Wilhelm is* fairplay itself ; w|ll do all things that 
Earili or Heaven can require of him* Only, he is much in a 
hurry withal ; and of this the Hanover Officials take advantage, 
^ Dabomrgay, iith August 1729. 
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perhaps uiicoiisdoiisly, to keep him in provocation. He lies 
awake at night, his heart is sore, and he has fled to drink** 
Towards the middle of®Angust, — iere again is a phenomenon, 
— ^ he springs out of bed in the middle of night/ has again 
an Em^eka as to this of Clangei : ^ Eureka, I see now what will 
^ bring a settlement I ’ and sends pif post-haste to Kannegiesser 
at IJanover* To Kannegiesser, — Herr Reicheiibach, the 
special"* Envoy in this matter, being absent at the moment, 
gone to the Gohrde, I believe, where Britannic IVfajesty itself 
is : but Kannegiesser is there, upon thS Ahlden Heritages ; 
acquainted with the ground, a rather precise official man, who 
will serve for the hurry w’-e are in. Post-haste ; dove with 
olive-branch cannot go too quick ; — Kannegiesser applying for 
an interview, not with the Britannic Majesty, who is at 
Gohrde, hunting, but with the Hanover Council, is — ^refused 
admittance. Here are Herr Kannegiesser’^ official Reports ; 
which will themselves tell the rest of the story, thank Heaven : 

\ # 

To Ms Fnmian M^esf^ (from Herr Kannegiesser) 

No. 1. ^ Bone at Hanover^ l^th August 1729 

^On tlie 15th day of August, at ten o'clock in the morning, I received 
Two Orders of 'Council' (these are The Eureka ^ never ask farther what 
they are); ^dispatched on the 13th instant at seven in the evening; 
whereupon I immediately went to the Council-chamber h^re ; 
informed the Herr von Hartofr^ Private Secretary, wiio met me in 5 r#om 
adjoining, *^^Ti3at, having something to propose to his Ministry' (now 
sitting deliberative in the interior hei-e ; something to propose to liis 
Ministry) ^on the part of the Prussian Ministers, it was necessary I 
should speak to them." IJeiT von Hartoff, after ha'^ing reported my 
demand, let me ’know, had im^eived orders from the Ministry to 
defer whi^ I had to say to another time." 

^ replied, ^^‘“That, since I could ^ot %e allowed the honour of m 
audience at that time, I thought myself obliged to acquaint him I had 
received an Order from Berlin to apply to the Ministry of this place, in 
the name of the Ministers of Prussia, and ^make the most pressing 
instances for a speedy Answer to a Letter lately delivered to them by 
HeiT Plofrath Reichenhach " ' (my worthy^Assistaiit here ; Answer to his 
Letter in tlie first place) ; ^ and to desire that the Answer might be 
lodged in my hands, in order to remit it with safety." 
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^ * Herr vob Hartoff returned immediately to tlie Council-cliamber ; and 
•after laving told tlie Ministers wliat I lad said, brouglit me tie following 
answer, in about liaif-a-quarter of an hour,* seven minutes by the watcl : 

That tie Bfinisters of this Coi^rt would ifbt fail answering the said 
Letter as soon as possible ; and would take care to give me notice of it, 
and send the Answer to me/* * 

That was all that^the punctual Kannegiesser couicl get out of them. 

But/ continues he, ^ not thinking this reply sufficient, J added, That" 
delays being dangerous, I would come again the next day 
px’ecise ans^ver/’ ’ « 

Rather a Mgh-mannered positive man, this Kannegiesser, of the Ahlden 
Heritages ; not witlioiilf sharpness of temper, if the Hanover OfEcials 
drive it too far. 


No. 2. ^ At EanomTy 16th August 1729 • 

^According to the orders received from the King my Blaster, and 
pursuant of my promise of yesterday, I went at noon this day to the 
Castle (Schioss)^ for j:lie purpose of making appearance in the Council- 
chamber, where the Ministers were assembled. 

^ I let tliem know I was there, by Von Hjrtoff, Privy Secretary ; and, 
in the mildest terms, desired to be admitted to speak with them. Which 
was refused me a second timej and the follo^ving answ'er delivered m© 
by Von Hartolf : That since the Prussian Blinisters had intrusted me 
with this Commission, the Ministers of this Court had directed him to 
draw-up my yesterday’s Proposals in writing, and report them to the 
Council.* 

^ BVlie^-eupon I said, I could not conceive any reason why I wns the 
" onlj nerson who could not be admitted to audience. That, howevex’, as 
the Blinisters of this Court wei*e pleased to authorise him, Herr von 
Hartoff, to i*eceive my Proposals, I was obliged to tell him,* as the first 
or preliminary point of my Commission, had received orders to be very 
pressing with the said Blinistei’s of this Court, for an Answer to a Letter 
from the Piuissiaii Blinistiy, lately delivered by Herr Legationsrath von 
Reichenbach ; and finding that the said Ans'iver was not yet finished, I 
would stay two days for it, that I might be more secui'e of getting it. 
But that then I , should coine tc put them in mind of it, and desire 
audiexice in ordei^ to acquit ixxyself of the rest of my Commission/* 

^The Privy Secretary di‘ew-up what I said in writing. Immediately 
■ aftei'wards lie reported it? to the Ministiy, andibrought me this answer : 
‘^^Thart the Bliiiisters of thisJCJonit would be as good as theii* W'ord of 
yesterday, and answer the above-mentioned Letter ^ with all possible 
expedition/* After which we parted/ ® 
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No. S, Hanover^ 17 th August 1729 

^At two ill tlie afternoon, tMs day^ Herr von Hartoff came to my 
lionsO'; and let me know *^He bad bjjLsme|s of consequence from tke 
Ministry^ and tliat be would return at By my direction be was 

told^ should expect bim/' 

^ At tbe time appointed be came ; and told me^ 'That tbe Ministers of 
*^;HqCourtj understanding from bim that I designed to ask audience 
did not doubt but my business would be to remind tbem of 
tbe Answer wbicb I bad demanded yestprday and tbe day before. That 
sucb applications were not customary among sovereign 'Princes; that 
they * tbe Ministers ^ dared not treat farther in ?bat affair with me ; that 
they desired me not to mention it to tbem again till they bad received 
directions from bis Britannic Majesty, to whom they bad made their 
report ; and that as soon as they received their instructions, tbe result of 
these lliould be communicated to me.” 

^ To this I replied, That I did not expect tbe Ministers of this Court 
would refuse me tbe audience wbicb I designed to ask tomorrow ; and 
that therefore I -would not fail of being at tbe Council-chamber at eleven, 
next day,' according to bargain, ^ to know their answer to tbe rest of my 
Proposals.” — Secretary von^ Hartoff would not bear of this resolution; 
and assured me positively bad orders to Ifeten to nothing more on the 
subject from me. After wb.^b be left me.' 

No. 4. ^ At Hanover f IBtk August 1729 

^At eleven, this day, I went to the Council-chamber, for the third 
time; and desired Secretary Hartoff prevail with the Ministry to 
allow me to speak with tbem, and communicate what tbe King of Prussia 
bad ordered me to propose.” 

^ Herr von Hartoff gave tbem an account of my request ; and brought 
me for answer, That I must wait a little, because the Ministers were 
not yet all assembled.”' Which I did. ^But after having made me 
stay almost an hour, and after the President of tbe Council w'as come, 
Herr von Hartoff came out me ; and repeated what be bad said yester- 
day, in v^ry positive and absolute terms, ^^Tbat tbe Ministers were 
resolved not to see me, and had expressly forbid bim taking any Paper 
at my bands.” ** 

^ To wbicb I replied, That this was very bard usage ; and the world 
%vouM see bow the King of Prussia would relish it. But having strict 
orders from bis Majesty,^y most gracious Master, to make a Declaration 
to tbe Ministers of Hanover in bis name^ and finding Herr von Hartoff 
would neither receive it nor take a copy of it, I bad only to tell bim that 
I was under the necessity of leaving it in writing,— and bad brought the 
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Paper witli me/’' let Herr roii Hartoff observe !— that now^ as 
"tlie Council were pleased to refuse to take it, I was obliged to leave tlie 
said Declaration on a table in an adjoining room, in tbe presence of Herr 
von Hartoff and other Secrejarief== of the Couficil, whom I desired to lay 
it before the Ministry/’ 

^ After this I went home ; but had scarcely entered my apartment, 
when a messenger returned me the Declaration, still sealed as I left 
by order of the Ministers : and perceiving I was not inclined to receh^ 
it, he laid it on my table, and immediately left the house.’ ^ 

Whereupon Kannegiesser, without loss of a moment, returns 
to Berlin, 19th August ; and reports progress. 

Simple honest Orson of a Prussian Majesty, what a be- 
painted beribboned insulting Playactor Majesty has he fallen 
in with ! — ^ Hm, so ? Hm, na 1 ’ and I see the face of him, 
all colours of the prism, and eyes in a fine frenzy ; betokening 
thundery weather to some people ! Instantly he orders 
44,000 men to get on march ; ^ and these instantly Begin 
to stir ; small preparation needed, ever-ready being the word 
with them. From lesavy guns, itoniimition-wagoiis and 
draught-horses, down to the last Buckle of a spatterdash, 
things are all ticketed and ready in his Majesty^ country ; 
things, and still more evidently men. Within a yveek, the 
amazed Gazetteers (Ne^vspaper Editors we now call them) 
can behold the actual advent of hoi'se, foot and artillerv 

T *' 

" regijpents at Magdeburg ; actual rendezvous begun, and with 
a frightful equable %nIocity going on day after day. On 
the 15th day of September, if Fate’^s almanac hold steady, 
there wull be 44,000 of them ready there. Such a mass of 
potential-battle as George or the Hanover OfBciality are — - 
ready to fight ? " 

Alas, far enough frc;^m that. Forces of their own they 

^ A Letter from an EngUsb Traveller to his Friend at London, relating to the 
Differences betwixt the Courts of Prussia and Hanover, with Copies of etc. 
Translated from the French (London, A. Millar,.. at Buchanan’s Head, 1730), 
pp. 29-34. An excellent distinct little Pamphlet; very explanatory in this 
matter, — like the smallest rushlight in a dark cellar of shot -lumber. 

2 Friedrich Wilhelm’s ‘Manifesto’ is in MmwilUn/m 2lO-2l5i»dated *20lh 
August 1729’ (the day after Kannegiesser’s return). 



CHAP. VI.] I>IMINENCY OF WAR OR DUEL 177 

Septjyag] 

have, after a sort ; subsidised Hessiaus, Danes, these they pm 
begin to stir up ; but they have not a regiment ready for 
fighting ; and if ^11 |vere ready, which this 

44,000 cannot too probably sweep out of the world. I 
suppose little George must-have #hibited*some prismatic 
..,'^plours of countenance, too. This insulted Orson is swinging 
a ti^y^endous club upon the little peraked, ribboned, high 
gentleml-n, promenading loftily to* his preserves yonder I The 
Prussian forces inarch, steady, continual ; Crown-Prfnce Fried- 
rich’s regiment of Giants is on march, expressly under charge 
of Friedrich himself: — ^the young man’s thoughts are not 
recorded for us ; only that he gets praise from his Father, so 
dextrous and perfect is he with the Giants and their getting 
into gear. Nor is there, says our Foreign Correspondent, the 
least truth in your rumour that the Prussian forces, olScers 
or men, marched with bad will ; ^ conspicuously reverse is the 
truth, as I myself can testify.’ ^ And his Britannic Majesty 
now making a dreadful flutter to assemble as fast as possible, 
is like to get quite filing into the bogs by this terrible 
Orson ! — 

What an amazement among the Gazetteers : thunder-clouds 
of war mounting up over the zenith in this manner, and 
blotting out the sun ; — may produce an effect on the f on- * 
gress of Soissons ? Presumably : and his Imperial Majesty, 
left sitting desolate on his Pragmatic Sanction, gloomily 
watching events, may find something timi-up to his advan- 
tage.^ Prussia and England are sufficiently, in quarrel, at 
any ratej perhaps almost too^much. — ^The Pope, in these 
circumstances, did a curious thing. ']['he Pope, having prayed 
lately for rain and got it, proceeds now, in the end of Sep- 
tember, while such war-rumours are still at their height ' in 
Rome, to pray, or^ even do a Public Mass, or some other 
so-called Pontificality, ^ in the Chanel of 'Philip Neriiirthe 
New Chm'4?h,’ by way of still more effectual miracle. Prays, 

^ Pamphlet cited ^bove. 

VOL, II. ^ M 
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naipely^ That Heaven would be graciously pleased to foment^ ' ' ; ' 

* and blow up to the proper degree, this quarrel between the 
two chief Heretic Po'^prSj^Heaveifs •chief enemies, whereby' ' 
Holy Keligion might reap a good benefit, if it pleased 
Heaven. But, ^is time, the miracle did not go off according' ^ 
to program^ 

For at this point, before* the Pope had prayed, bS while 
the troo{!l and artillery were evidently all on march Such 
an artillery as V wlao am KaisePs Artillery-Masteiy ^ for my 
poor part, never had the happiness to see before in any 
country,’ snuffles Seckendorf in the Smoking Parliament), and 
now swords are, as it were, drawn, and in the air make 
horrid circles, — ^the neighbours interfere : ^ Heavens ! put-up 
your swords ! ’ — and the huge world- wide tumult suddenly (I 
think, in the ve|y first days of this month September) col- 
lapses, sinks into something you can put into a snuffbox. 

Of course it could mever come to actual battle, after all. 
Too high a pickleherring tragedy that. Here is a Comodiant 
not wanting to be smitten into the bogs ; an honest Orson 
who wants nothing, nor has ever wanted, but fairplay. Fair- 
play; and not to be insulted on the streets, or have one’s 
poor Hobby quite knocked from inider one ! — Neighbours, as 
^ we ^say, struck in ; France, Holland, all the neighbours, at 
this point : ^ Do it by arbitration ; Wolfenbuttel for the one, 
Sachsen-Gotha for the other ; Commissioners to meet at 
Brunswick ! ’ And that, accordingly, was the course fixed 
upon; and settlement, by that nisethod, was accomplished, 
without difficulty, in some six months hence.^ ^Whether 
Claraei was awarded to^ Hanover or to Brandenburg, I never'---' 
knew, or how the hay of it is cut at this moment. ' I only 
know there was no battle on the subject ; though at one time 
there was like, to be such a clash of battle as the old 'Mark- 

^ * Extract of a Letter from''‘Kome, 24th September 1729/ in Townsbend’s' 
Despatch s Whiteballj lotb October 1729, 

2 1 6tb April 2730 '(Forster,, ii. 105). 
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^ graves never had with their old Wends ; not if we put all ^ 
their battlings into one. 

Seckendorfs radiant %row has pucker itself again : this 
fine project, of boiling the KaiseFs eggs by setting the world 
on fire, has not prospered after all. The gloomy old villain 
to her Majesty one day,^ while things were near the 
hbtv? 5 t ; and said or insinuated. He w^as the man that could 
' do Ulrah businesses, and bring about the Double-Marriage 
itself, if her Majesty were not so harsh upon him/ Where- 
upon her Majesty, reporting to Dubourgay, threw out the 
hint, What if we (that is, you) did give him a forty or fifty 
thousand thalers verily, for he will do anything for money ? ’ 
To which Townshend answ^ers from the Gohrde,, to the effect : 

^ Pooh, he is a mere bag of noxious futilities ; consists of gall 
mainly, and rusty old lies and crotchets ; breathing very 
copperas through those old choppy lips of h?^ : let Mm go to 
the ! ’ Next Spring, at the happy end' of the Arbitra- 

tion, which he had striven all he couldUto mar and to retard, 
he fell quite ill ; took hi his bed for two days, — colics, or 
one knows not what ; — ^ and I can’t say I am very sorry for 
him,’ writes the respectable Dubourgay.^ 

On the 8 th day of September 1729, Friedrich Crown- 
Prince reenters Potsdam® with his Two battalions of Giants; 
he has done so well, the King goes out from Berlin tQ,see » 
him march in with them ; rejoicing to find something' of a 
soldier in the young graceless, after all. ‘^The King dis- 
tributed 100,000 thalers (15,000?.) among his Army;’ 
being well pleased with tjieir behaviour, and doubtless right 
glad to be out of such a Business. The Ahlden Heritages 
now get liquidated ; Mecklenbmg, — our Knyphausen, 
with the Hanover Consorts, will settle Mecklenburg and all 
shall be w'ell again, we hope ! — 

>« 

The fact, on some of these ' poin-^, turned out clifferait ; 

^ Dubouiwayj 30 th July 1729 . ^ 25 tli April 1730 . 

® Dubourgay, iitbSept. 1729 . 
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but it was now of less importance. , As to Kiiyphansen’s 
proceedings at Mecklenburg, after the happy Peace, they 
were not so successful ^ h^d been hcped. Need of quarrel, 
however, between the Majesties, there henceforth was not in 
Mecklenburg ; i»id if slight rufflings and collisions did arise, 
it was not till after our poor Double-Marriage was at ap^ 
rate quite out of the game, and they are without sigm^c^ce 
to us. But the truth is,*though Knyphausen did liis best, 
no settiefliient came; nor indeed could ever come. Shall 
we sum-up that sorry matter here, and wash our hands of it ? 


Troubles of MecMenhurg^ for the last Time ^ 

Knyphausen, we say, proved futile ; nor could human wit 
have succeeded. The exasperated Duke was contumacious, 
irrational ; the two Majesties kept pulling difierent ways upon 
Mm. Matters grew from very bad to worse ; and Mecklen- 
burg continued long a~runmng sore. Not many months after 
this (I think, still in 1TS9), the irational Duke, having got 
money out of Russia, came home again from Dantzig; to 
notable increase of the Anarchies in Mecklenburg, though 
without other result for himself. The irrational Duke proved 
more contumacious than ever, fell into deeper trouble than 
^ eyeg ; — at length (1TS3) he made Proclamation to ^ the 
Peasantry to rise and fight for him ; who did turn out, with 
their bill-hooks and bludgeons, under Captains named by him, 

^ to the amount of 18,000 Peasants,** — with such riot as may 
be fancied, but without other result. So that the Hanover 
Gommissionem decided to seize the very llesidmM Cities 
(Schw'-erin and Domitz) from this mad Duke, and make th^ 
country clear of him, — his Brother being Interim Manager", 

■ always, under countenance of the Commissioners, Which' 
transactions, especially which, contemplated seizure of the 
Residence Cities, Friediich Wilhelm, eventual heir, could not' 
see with equanimity at ail. But having no forces in the 
country, what could he do? Being ^ Joint-Commissioner 
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this long, while past, though without armed interference 
hitherto, he privately resolves that he will have forces there ; * 
the rather as the poor#Duke professes penitence, and iies to 
him for help. Poor soul, his Russian Unique of Wives has 
just died, far enough away from him this ]png while past : 
.■,:what a life they have had, these two Uniques ! — 

‘on the 19th of October 1733, Lieutenant- 
Generaf;^chwerin,’ — the same who was Colonel Schwerin, the 
Duke’s chief Captain here, at the beginning of thes^ troubles, 
now Lieutenant-General and a distinguished Prussian officer, 
— ‘ marches into Mecklenburg with three regiments, one of 
foot, two of horse ’ : ^ he, doubtless, will help in quelling those 
Peasant and other Anarchies ? Privately his mission is most 
delicate. He is not to fight with the Hanoverians; is 
delicately but effectually to shove them well away from the 
Residence Cities, and fasten himself dowi\ in those parts. 
Which the Lieutenant-General dextrously does. ‘A night’s 
quai'ter here in Parchim,’ — such is the Lieutenant-Generars 
request, polite but impre|sive, from the outskirts of that little 
Town, a Town essential to certain objects, and in fact the 
point he is aiming at : ‘ night’s quarter ; you cannot refuse it 
to this Prussian Company marching under the Kaiser’s Com- 
mission ? ’ No, the Planoverian Lieutenant of Foot dare not 
take upon him to refuse . — but next morning, he is himself # 
invited to withdraw, the Prussians having orders to continue 
here in Parchim ! And so with the other points and towns, 
that are essential in the enterprise on hand. A dextrous 
Lieutenant-General this Schwerin : — his two' Horse- Colonels 
are' likewise ,men to be noted; 'Colonel Wreech, with^ a 
^ charming young Wife, perhaps a too charming ; Colonel 
Truchsess Von Waldburg, known afterwards, with distinction, 
in London Society and widely otherwise. And thus, in the 
end of 1733, the Mecklenburg Residence Cities, happen what 
may, are secured for their poor irratjpnal Duke. These things 
may slighjly ruffle some tempers at Hanover ; but it is now 
^ Buchholz, i. 122, 142 ; Michaelis, H. 433, 437. 
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ITSSj, and our poor Double-Marriage is clean out of the game 
'"by that time ! — 

The irrational Duke could not continue in his Residence 
CitieSj^ with the Brother administering over Mm ; still proving 
contumacious, hp needed absolutely to be driven out, to ^ 
Wismar or I know not whither ; went wandering about 
almost twenty years to come; disturbed, and stim^^up 
disturbance. Died 1747, still in that sad posture ; '^Interim 
Brother, *tvith Posterity, succeeding^ But Hanover and 
Prussia interfered no farther ; the brother administered on his 
own footing, supported by troops hired from Hamburg. 
Hanover and Prussia, 400 Hanoverians, 200 Prussians, merely 
retained hold of their respective Hypothecs ’ (Districts Held in 
pawn) till the expenses should be paid,’’ — million of thalers^ 
and by those late anarchies a new heavy score run up. 

Prussia and Hanover retained hold of their Hypothecs ; for 
as to the expenses, what hope was there ? Fifty years hence 
we find the Prussian Jlypothecs occupied as at first ; and 
^rights of enlistment exercised.** Never in this world were 
those expenses paid ; nor ijould be, any part of them. The 
last accounts were : George in. of England, on marrying, in 
1761, a Mecklenburg Princess, — ^Old Queen Charlotte,** then 
young enough, — ^liandsomely tore-up the bill ; and so ended 
^that part of a desperate debt. But of the Prussian part 
there was no end, nor like to be any: ^down to this day’ 
(says Buclihok, in 1775), ^two squadrons of the Ziethen 
Hussars usually lie there,’ and rights of enlisting are exercised. 

I conclude, the French Revolution and its Wars wiped away 
this other desperate item. And now let us hope that 
Mecklenburg is better-olF than formerly, — that, at least, our 
hands are clear of it in time coming. I add only, with satis- 
faction, that this Unique of Dukes was no ancestor of Old. 
Queen^Charlotte’s, but ■only a remote W|ilsh-Uncle, far enough 
apart ; — cannot be too fa|. • 

^ Michaelis, ii. 434-440. m 
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One Nilssler settles the AMden Heritages ; sends the Mone^ 

^ home in Boases 

Knyphausen did not settle Mecklenburg^ as we perceive ! 

'*« 4 ^eitli 2 r "did Kamiegiesser and the unliquidated Heritages 
phK,:;yi,er/ at Hanover^ quite to perfection. One Heritage^ that 
of Unfele Osnabrilck, little George flatly refused to share: 
Feudum the whole of that, not Allodium any pcJI’t of itj so 
that a Sister cannot claim. Which, I think, was confirmed 
by the Arbitrators at Brunswick ; thereby ending that. Then 
as to the Ahlden Allodia or Feuda, — Kannegiesser, blainably 
or not, never could make much of the business. A precise 
strict man, as we saw at the Hanover Council-room lately; 
whom the Hanover people did not like. So he made little of 
it* Nay at the end of next year (December^ 1730), sending-hi 
his accounts to Berlin, he demands, in addition to the three 
thalers (or nine shillings) daily allowi^d him, almost a second 
nine shillings for sundries, chiefly for ‘ hairpowder and shoe- 
blacking’! And is instantly retailed; and vanishes from 
History at this point.^ 

Upon which Friedrich Wilhelm selects another ; ^ sends 
deal boxes along with him, to bring home what cash there is. 
This one’s name is Nlissler ; an expectant Prussian OiScial, ant 
adroit man, whom we shall meet again doing -work. He lias 
the nine shillings a-day, without hairpowder or blacking, while 
employed here ; at Berlin no constant salary whatever, — had 
to ^borrow 75Z., for outfit on this business’; — -does a great 
deal of work without wages, iif hope of ejffective promotion by 
and by. ‘Which did follow, after tedious years ; Friedrich 
Wilhelm finding him, on such ploof (other proof will not do), 
fii for promoting to steady employment. 

Nilssler was very cyptive at Hanover, and had his deal boxes ; 
but hardly got them filled accordii^ to hope. However, in 
some eig|iteen months he had actually ^ worked out, in difficult 
^ Bllsching, Beyirage, i. 307 , etc., § Nilssler. ' 
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instalments^ about and dug the matter to the bottom, 

tie came home with his last instalment^ not disapproved of^ to 
'Berlin (May 1732); sixj’eajs after th#poor Duchess's death. 
So the AMden Allodia too had their end. 


CHAPTER VII 



A mAeiagk,;# hot the bouble-maruiage : 

CROWN-BEINCE ' BEEP IN TROUBLE 


While the Hanover Imminency was but beginning, and 
horrid crisis of War or Duel was yet in nobody's thoughts, the 
Anspach Wedding^ had gone-on at Berlin. To Friedrich 
Wilhelm's satisfaction ; not to his Queen's, the match being 
but a poor one. The bride was Frederika Louisa, not the 
eldest of their Daughters, but the next-eldest : younger than 
Wilhelmina, and still ha-rdly fifteen ; the first married of the 
Family. Very young she : and gets % very yomig Margraf, — 
who has been, and still is a minor; under his Mother's 
guardianship till now : not rich, and who has not had a good 
chance to be wise. The Mother,- — an excellent magnaninious 
Princess, still young and beautiful, but labouring silently 
mnder some mortal disease, — has done her best to manage 
for him these last four or five years and, as I gather, is 
impatient to see him settled, that she may retire and die. 

Friday forenoon, 19th May 1729, the young Margraf 
arrived in person at Berlin, — -just seventeen gone Saturday 
last, poor young soul, and veryToolish. Sublime royal carriage 
met him at the Prussian frontier ; and' this day, what is more 

30tL May 1729, 

^ ^ Pollnitz, 3 Icmmrs and Letters (English Translation, London, 2745)r i. 
200-204, There are * Memoirs of Folinitzi^ then ‘ ALemoirs and Letters ^ besides 
the * dVemozys of Brandenburg * (nosthumous, which we often cite) ; all by this 
poor man. Only the last has anj? Historical value, and that not much. The 
first two are only worth consulting, cautiously, as loose contemporaCy babbie,— 
written for tlie Butch Boohsellers, one can perceive. 
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interesting^ our ^ Crown-Prince rides out to meet him ; moiints 
Into the royal carriage beside him’ ; and the two young fools* 
drive^ in such a cavalftade of hopfs and Tvheels, — talking we 
Lnow not what, — into Potsdam ; met by his Majesty and all 
the honours. What illustrious gala there then was in Potsdam 
the Court world, read, — with tedium, unless you are in 
t*Ms«4ailor line,- — described with minute distinctness by the 
admiring; Fassmann.^ There are Generals, high Ladies, sons 
of Bellona and Latona ; there are dinnerl, there ar3 hautboys, 
— two-and-thirty blackamooi's ’ in flaming uniforms, capable 
of cymballing and hautboying ^ up the grand staircase, and 
round your table, and down again,’ in a frightfully effective 
mannk’, while you dine. Madam Kamecke is to go as Ober- 
hofmeisterinn to Anspach ; and all the lackeys destined thither 
are in their new liveries, blue turned-up with red velvet. 
Which is delightful to see. Review of the^ Giant grenadiers 
cannot fail; conspicuous on parade with them our Crown- 
Prince as Lieutenant-Colonel : * the heauty of this Corps as 
well as the perfection of ^their ewercitia ^ — ah yes, we know it, 
my dim old friend. The Marriage itself followed, at Berlin, 
after many exercitia, snipe-shootings, feastings, hautboyings ; 
on the 30th of the month ; with torch-dance and the other 
customary trimmings; ‘Bride’s garter cut in snips’ for 
dreaming upon ‘ by his Royal Majesty himself.’ ■ The 
barkeiten^ the stupendous public entertainments having encfed, 
there is weeping and embracing (mo7'e hnmano) ; and the happy 
couple, so-called happy, retire to Auspach with their destinies 
and effects. « 

A foolish young fellow, this new Brother-in-law, testifies 
Willielmiiia in many places.' Finances in disorder ; ' Mother’s 
wise management, ceasing too soon, has only partially availed. 
King ‘has lent some hundreds of thousands of crowns to 
Anspach ’ (says Friednich at a later period), ‘ which there is no 
chance of, ever being repaid. All |s in disorder there, hi the 
finance w%y : if the Margraf gets his hunting and his heroning, 

^ pp. 396-401. 
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he laughs at all the rest ; and his people pluck him bare ' at 
every hand.’ 

Nor do the married cpupl^ agree to^perfection ; — ^far from, 
it : hate one another like cat and dog (like the fire, comme 
le says Friedrich : ^ his Majesty may see what comes of 
ill-assorted marriages ! ’ — In fact, the union proved none ' 
the most harmonious ; subject to squalls always ; — 
squalls only ; no open tempest, far less any shipwre^ : the 
marriage Hfeld togetli^r till death, the Husband’s death, nearly 
thirty years after, divided it. There was then left one Son ; 
the same who at length inherited Baireuth too, — inherited 
Lady Craven, — and died in Bubb Doddington’s Mansion, as 
we often teach our readers. 

Last year, the Third Daughter was engaged to the Heir™ 
Apparent of Brunswick; will he married, when of age. 
Wilhelmina, flowp of them all, still hangs on the , bush, 

^ asked,’ or supposed to be tasked, by four Kings,’ but not 
attained by any of th»in.; and one Inows not what will be 
her lot. She is now risen out of th% sickness she has had,— 

, not smallpox at all, as malicious English rumour gave it in 
England;— and ^ looks prettier than ever,’ writes laiboutgay. 

Here is a Marriage, then ; first in the Family ; — but' not, 
Hhe JDoubie-Mamage, by a long way! The late Hanover 
Tornado, siid,den W aterspout as we called it, lias quenciied 
that Negotiation ; and one knows not in what form it vull 
resuscitate itself. The royal mind, both at Berlin and 
St. James’s, is in a very uncertain state after such a 
phenomenon. 

Friedrich Wilhelm’s favour for the Crown-Prince, marching 
home so gallantly with Ms Potsdam Giants,, did not last long. 

A few weeks later in 'the' Autumn ive have again' ominous 
notices from Dubourgay. And here, otherwise obtained, is a' 
glimpse into the interion of the Berlin Schloss ; momentary 

^ Schulenburg’s Letter, (in Forster, iii, 72). , ^ 

® Correspondence (more than once). 
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perfect clearness^ as by a flash .of lightning, on the stat^ of 
matters there ; which will be illuminative to the reader. 

t 

m 

Crown-Prince^ s Domesticities seen in a Flash of Lightning 

■> • 

^ This is another of those togi-comic scenes, tragic enough 
“h;ii*vfect, between Father and Son ; Son now about eighteen, 
— fit be getting through Oxford, had he been an English 
gentleman of private station. It comes |froni the irrefragable 
Nicolai ; who dates it about this time, uncertain as to month 
or day. 

Fritz’s love of music, especially of fluting, is already known 
to us. Now a certain Quantz was one of his principal 
instructors in that art, and indeed gave him the last finish of 
perfection in it. Quantz, famed Saxon music-master and 
composer, Leader of the Court-Band in Saxqny, king of flute- 
players in his day, — (a village-farrier’s son from the Gottingen 
region, and himself destined to shoe horses, had not imperative 
Nature prevailed over hi^^drances) ; — Quantz, ever from Fritz’s 
sixteenth year, was wont to come occasionally, express from 
.Dresden, for a week or two, and give the young man lessons 
on the flute. The young man’s Mother, good Queen Feeldn, 
had begged this favour for him from the Saxon Sovereignties ; 
and pleaded hard for it at home, or at worst kept it secret*" 
there. It was one of the many good maternities, clandestine 
and public, which she was always ready to achieve for him 
where possible; — as he also knew full well in his young 
grateful heart, and never forgot, however old he grew ! 
Illustrious Quantz, we say, gives Fritz lessons on the flute; 
---.and here is a scene they underwent they and a certain brisk 
young soldier fellow, Lieutenant von Katte, who was there 
too ; of whom the reader will tragically hear more in time. 

On such occasions?^ Fritz was wont to piill-ofF the tight 
Prussian coat or coaikj and clap hii^self into flowing brocade 
of the dii^e roominess and splendour, — bright scarlet dressing- 
gown, done ill gold, with tags and sashes complete ;■ — and so, 
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in a. temporary manner, feel that there was such a thing as a 
gentleman’s suitable apparel. He would take his music- 
lessons, follow his clandestim^ studies in'^that favourable dress: 
— thus Bulfbxi, we hear, was wont to shave, and put on clean 
linen, before he sat down to write, finding it more comfortable 
so. Though, again, there have been others who could writ^ 
in considerable disorder; not to say litter, and palps^e 
imperfection of equipi;iient : Samuel Johnson, for insta^lce, did 
some reall^ grand wilting in a room where there was but one 
chair, and that one incapable of standing unless you sat on 
it, having only three feet. A man is to fit himself to what is 
round him : but surely a Crown-Prince may be indulged in a 
little brocade in his leisure moments 1 — 

Fritz and Quantz sat doing music, an unlawful thing, in 
this pleasant, but also unlawful costume ; when Lieutenant 
Katte, ^vho xvas .on watch in the outer room, rushes in, 
distraction in his -^aspect : Majesty just here ! Quick, double 
quick ! Katte snatches- the music-books and flutes, snatches 
Quantz ; hurries with him and them into some wall-press, or 
closet for fiiwood, and stands quaking there. Our poor 
Prince has flung aside his brocade, got on his military coatie ; 
and would fain seem busy with important or indifferent 
routine matters. But, alas, he cannot undo tlie French liair- 
*^dres!^ng; cannot change the graceful French bag into the 
strict Prussian queue in a moment. The French bag betrays 
him ; kindles the paternal vigilance, — alas, the paternal wrath, 
into a tornado pitch. For his vigilant suspecting Majesty 
seax'ches about ; finds the brocade article behind a screen ; 
crams it, with loud indignation, into the fire; finds all the 
illicit French Books; confiscates them on the spot, confiscates, 
all manner of contraband goods; — and there wns mere 
sulphurous whirlwind in those serene spaces for about an 
hour ! If his Majesty had looked into ' the wnod-closet ? 
His 'ilMajesty, by Heaven’s express mercy, omitted that. 
Haude the Bookseller was sent for ; , ordered to carrw-off that 
poisonous French cabinet-library in mass ; sell every Book of 
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it, to ail imdiscemiBg public, at what price it will fetch. 
Which latter part of his oi’der, Haude, in deep secrecy* 
' Ventured to disobey, hieing influenced thereto. Haude, in 
deep secrecy, kept the cabinet library secure ; and ^ lent ’ the 
Priiice^ book after book from it, as his Royal Highness required 
them. 

' 'Friedrich, it is whispered in Tobacco-Parliament, has been 
knoTO,^iii Ms irreverent impatience, to call the Grenadier 
uniform his ^ shroud {Stej'heMUel^ or ^ deatli-clofhes) ’ ; so 
imprisoning to the young mind and body i Paternal Majesty 
has heard this blasphemous rumour ; hence doubtless, in part, 
his fury against the wider brocade garment. 

It was Quantz himself that reported this explosion to 
authentic Nicolai, many years afterwards ; confessing that he 
trembled, every joint of him, in the wood-closet, during that 
hour of hurricane ; and the rather as he had on ^ a red dress- 
coat,’ which colour, foremost of the fl^^Hng colours, he knew to 
be his Majesty’s aversion^ on a man’s back.^ Of incomparable 
Quantz, and his heart-thrilling adagios, we hope to hear 
transiently again, under joyfuler circumstances. Of Lieu- 
tenant von Katte, — short stout young fellow, with black 
eyebrows, pock-marked face, and rather dissolute manners, — 
we shall not fail to heai". 


CaAPTER VIII 

,CROW-PEIKCE GETTING BEYOND HIS DEPTH IN* 
TROUBLE^ 

It is not certain that the late Imminency of Duel had niiich 
to do with such expl^^sions. The Hanover Imminency, which, 
we likened to a tropical waterspqpt, or sudden thunderous 
blofcting-iDut of the sky to the astonished Gazett.^ers, seems 
^ ^ Nicolai, A^tekdoten (Berlin, 1790), ii. 14S. 
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ratiier to have passed away as waterspouts do^— leaving the 
earth and air, if anything, a little rejreslied by such crisis. : 
Leaving, that is to say, the two Majesties a little less disposed 
for open quarrel, or rash utterance of their ill humour in time' 
coming. But, in the mean while, all mutual interests are in 
a painful state of suspended animation : in Berlin there is a 
privately rebellious Spouse and Household, there is a Tobacco- 
Parliament withal ; — -and the royal mind, sensitive, innt^inative 
as a poet"^*, as a wohian’s, and liable to transports as of a 
Norse Baresark, is of uncertain movement. Such a load of 
intricacies and exaggerated anxieties hanging on it, the royal 
mind goes like the most confused smoke-jack, sure only to 
have revolutions ; and we know how, afar from Soissons, and 
at home in Tobacco-Parliament, the machine is influenced I 
Enough, the explosive procedures continue, and are on the 
increasing hand. 

Majesty’s hunting at Wusterhausen^ was hardly done, when 
that alarming Treaty of- Seville came to light (9th November 
17£9), France and England ranked by the side of Spain, 
disposing of Princes and Apanages at their will, and a Kaiser 
left sitting solitary, — which awakens the domestic whirlwinds 
at Berlin, among other results. ‘ Canaille Anglawe^ English 
Doggery i ’ and similar fine epithets, addressed to Wilhelmina 
•and |he Crown-Prince, fly about ; not to speak of occasional 
crockery and other missiles. Friedrich Wilhelm has forbidden 
these two his presence altogether, except at dinner : Out of 
my sight, ye Canaille Anglaise ; darken not the sunlight for 
me at all ! « 

This is ' in the Wusterhausen time, — Hanover Immiiiency 
only two months gone. ^And Mamma sends for us to lmve«. 
private dialogues in her Apaximent there, with spies out in 
every direction to make signal of Majesty’s return .from his 
hunt, — who, however, surprises us on om occasion, so that we .. 
have io squat for hours, and almost get suffocated d Where- 
upon the Crown-Prince, who will be' eighteen in a couple of 
^ WilhelxniBa, i. 172 . ^ 
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months^ and feels the indignity of such things^ begs of Mamma 
to be, excused in foture. He has much to suffer from his 
Father again, writes fhibourgay the end of November ; it 
is difficult to conceive the vile stratagems that are made use 
of to provoke the Father against the Son.’ \ Or again, take 
this, as perhaps marking an epoch in the business, a fortnight 
farther on : 

**>ts 

December lOih^ 1720. ^His Px'ussian Majestyf^cainiot beaiytlie sight of 
either the Prince or Princess Royal. The other ,;lay, he ashed the Prince : 
^^Kalkstein makes you English; does not he.^”' Kalkstein, your old 
Tutor, Borck, Knyphausen, Finkenstein, they are all of that vile clique ! 
^To which the Prince answered, respect the English because I know 
the people there love me ; ” upon which the King seized him by the collar, 
struck him fiercely with his cane,' in fact rained showers of blows upon 
him; ^and it was only by superior strength,' thinks Dubourgay, ^tiiat 
the poor Prince escaped worse. There is a general apprehension of 
something tragical taking place before long.' 

Truly the situation js so violent, it cannot last. And in 
effect a wild thought, not quite new, ripens to a resolution in 
the Crown-Prince under mch pressures. In reference to which, 
as we grope and guess, here is a Billet to Mamma, %vMch 
Wilhelmina has preserved. Wilhelmina omits all trace of date, 
as usual ; but Dubourgay, in the above Excerpt, probably 
supplies that defect : 

Frledrkli to Ms Mother (Potsdam, December 1729) 

I am in the utmost despair. IFhat I had always apprehended has at 
last come on me. The King has entirely forgotten that I am his Son. 
This morning I came into hk room as usual ; at the first sight of me,' or 
at the first passage of Kalkstein-dialogue with me, he sprang forward, 
^seized me by the collar, and struck me a shower of cruel blows with his 
rattan. I tried in vain to screen myself, "he was in so terrible a rage, 
almost out of himself ; it was only weariness,' not my superior strength, 
that made Mm give up.' 

*^1 am driven to extrermty. I have too much honour to endure such 
treatment ; and I am resolved ■ to put an end to it in one way or 
another.'^* 

^ ID^bourgay, 28th November 1729. ^ 


2 Wilhelmina, i. 175. 
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Is, not this itself sufficiently, tragical ? Not the first stroke ^ 
iie had got, we can surmise ; but the first torrent of strokes, 
and- open beating like a slavg ; — ^which€o a proud young man 
and Prince, at such age, is indeed hitolerable. Wilhelmiiia 
knows too well ^^mt he means by ^ ending it in one way or 
another ; but strives to reassure Mamma as to its meaning' 

^ flight,’ or the like desperate resolution. ^ Mere violence of 
the moment,’ argues Wilhelmina; terribly aware tlmt it is 
deeper-rodted than tfat. 

Plight is not a new idea to the Crown-Prince ; in a negative 
form we have seen it present in the minds of bystanders : ^ a 
Crown-Prince determined not to fly,’ whispered they/ Some 
weeks ago, Wilhelmina writes : ^ The King’s bad treatments 
began again on his reappearance’ at Potsdam after the Hunt- 
ing ; ^ he never saw my Brother without threatening him with 
his cane. My Brother told me day after day, He would 
endure everything^ from the King, only; not blo-ws ; and that if 
it ever came to such -extremity, he would be prepared to 
deliver himself by running off.’ And here, it would seem, the 
extremity has actually com& 

Wilhelmina, pitying her poor Brother, but condemning him 
on many points, continues:^ * Lieutenant Keith,’ that wild 
companion of his, ^ had been gone some time, stationed in 
^Wesel with his regiment.’ Which fact let us also keep ill 
mind, Keith’s departure had been a gxeat joy to me; in 
the hope my Brother would now lead a more regular life : but 
it proved quite otherwise. A second favourite, and a much 
more dangerous, succeeded Keith. This was a young man of 
the name of Katte, Captain-Lieutenant in the regiment 
' Gem-cVArtms. He was^ highly connected in the Army; his^ 
Mother had been a daughter' of Feldmarschall Graf von War- 
tenslehen,’^ — a highest dignitary of the last generation. Katie’s 
Father, now a General of distinction, rose also to be Feld- 
marscliall ; Cousins too, sons of a Kammer-Presideiit von Katte 

^'Diibourgay (9tli August 1729), supra, p. 172. ^ 

■' 173, 174., r 
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at Magdeburgj rose to Army rank in time coming ; bot not 
this poor Katte, — who^i let the reader note ! 

^General Katte his'' Father,’ continues Wilhelmina, ‘had 
sent him to the Universities, and afterwards to^ travel, desiring 
he should be a Lawyer. But as there was no" favour to expect 
out of the Army, the young man found himself at last 
placed there, contrary to his expectation. He continued to 
apply hiihself to studies ; he had wit, book-culture, acquaint- 
ance with the world ; the good company ''which he continued 
to frequent had given him polite manners, to a degree then 
rare in Berlin. His physiognomy was rather disagreeable 
than otherwise. A pair of thick black eyebrows almost 
covered the ej^es of him ; his look had in it something ominous, 
presage of the fate he met with : a tawny skin, tom by small- 
pox, increased his ugliness. He affected the freethinker, and 
carried libertinism to excess; a gimt deal of ambition and 
headlong rashness acccgnpanied this vice.’^ A dangerous 
adviser here in the Berlin element, \Citli lightnings going! 
‘ Such a favourite was not%the inan ^to bring back my Brother 
from his follies. This I learned at our’ (Mamma’s and iny) 
‘ returning to Berlin,’ from the Wusterhauseii and the Potsdam 
tribulations ; — and think of it, not without terror, now that 
the extremity seems coming or come ! 


CHAPTER IX 

DOUBLE-MARBIAG-E SHALL- BE OB SHALL NOT BE 

Foe one thing, Friedrich Wilhejm, weary of all this English 
pother and futility, will end the Double-Marriage speculation ; 
Willielmina shall be disposed of, and so an end. Friedrich 
'Wilhelm, once the hUhtiiig was over at Wusterhausen, ran 
'across, southward, — ^to ‘ Lubnow,’ Wilhelmina calls it, —to 
Lubben in^the Nether Lausitz,^ a short day’s drive; there to 
^ ^ 25tli October 1729 (Fs^sma^tis p. 404). 
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•meet incognito the jovial Polish Majesty^ on his 'route towards 
Dresden ; to see a review or so ; and ^^ave a little talk with 
the ever-cheerfnl Man of Sin. Grumkow and Seckeiidorf, of 
course these accompany ; Majesty’s shadow is not surer. 

Review was held at Lubben, Weissenfels Commander-in- 
chief taking charge ; dinner also, a dinner or two, with much 
talk and drink and there it was settled, Wilhelmina has 
since kno^n, that W|eissenfels, Royal Highness in the Abstract, 
was to be her Husband, after all. Weissenfels will do ; either 
Weissenfels or else the Margraf of Schwedt, thinks Friedrich 
Wilhelm ; somebody shall marry the baggage out of hand, and 
let us have done with that. Grumkow, as we know, was very 
anxious for it ; calculating thereby to cut the ground from 
under the Old Dessauer, and make this Weissenfels General- 
issimo of Prussia ; a patriotic thought. Polish Majesty lent 
hand, always willing to oblige. 

Friedrich Wilhelm, on his return -homewards, went round 
by Dahme for a night : — ^not ^Dam,’ O Princess, there is no 
such town or schloss 1 R;Omid by Dahme, a little town and 
patch of territory, in the Saxon Countries, '^vhich w^as 
Weissenfels’s Apanage ; — ^ where plenty of Tokay ’ cheered the 
royal heart ; and, in such mood, it seemed as if one’s 
^ Daughter might do very well in this extremely limited position. 
And Weissenfels, though with dark misgivings as to Queen 
Sophie, was but too happy to consent : the foolish creature ; 
a little given to liquor too ! Friedrich Wilhelm, with this 
fine project in his head, drove home to Potsdam ; — and there 
laid^ about him, on the poor in the way we have 

seen ; terrifying Queen and Princess, who are at ^ Berlin till 
Christmas, and the Cardivalhe over. Friedrich Wilhelm meaiis 
tO'see the Polish Majesty again before long,— probably so soon 
as this of Weissenfels is fairly got through the Female Parlia- 
ment, where it is like there will be difficulties. 

Christmas came to Berlin, and the King with it ; who did 
the gaieties for a week or two, and spoke nothing about 
' business to his Female JParnament. 'Dubourgay saw4iim, at 
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Parade, on New-yeai^’s morning ; whither all manner of 
Foreign Dignitaries hgid come to pay their respects : ^ Well,’ 
cried the King to Dubourgay, ^ we shall have a War, then,’ 
— universal deadly tug at those Italian Apanages, for and 
against an insulted Kaiser, — '^War; and then all that is 
crooked will be pulled straight i ’ So spake Friedrich Wil- 
helm on the New-year’s morning; War in universal 

spasm of wrestle there, being now the expectatioii^of foolish 
mankind. Crooked will be pulled straight, thinks Friedrich 
Wilhelm ; and perhaps certain high Majesties, deaf to the 
^’oice of Should-not, will understand that of Can-not, Excel- 
lenz ! — Crooked will become straight ? Indeed if so, your 
Majesty, the sooner the better ! ’ I ventured to answer.^ 
New-year’s day is not w^ell in, and the ceremonial wishes 
over, when Friedrich Wilhelm, his mind full of serious 
domestic and foreign matter, withdraws to Potsdam again; 
and therefrom begins fglminating in a terri!>le manner on his 
womankind at Berlin, what we called^ his Female Parliament, 
— too much given to opposition c^mses at present. Intends 
to have his measures passed there, in defiance of opposition ; 
straightway; and an end put to this inexpressible Double- 
Marriage higgle-haggle. Speed to him ! w^e will say. — ^Three 
high Crises occur, three or even four, which can now without 
much detail be made intelligible to the patient reader*! #011 
the back of which we look for some catasteophe and finis to 
the ' Business ; — any catastrophe that will prove a finis, how 
welcome will it be ! 

« 

Wilhelmina to be married out of hand. Crisis First: 

England shall say'^Yes^or say Ao 

Still early in January, a few days after his Majesty’s return 
to Potsdam, three high Official gentlemen, Count Fink von 
, Finkenstein, old Tutor to the Prin#e, Grumkow and General 
Borck amiouiice themselves one morning ; ^ Have a pressing 
^ Dnboiirgay, 1730. 
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message from tlie King to her Majesty.’ ^ Queen is astonished ; 
expecting anything sooner. — ^This r^ards me, I have a 
dreading ! ’ shuddered Wilhelmina to Mamma. ^ No matter,’ 
said the Queen, shrugging her shoulders ; ^ one must have 
firmness ; and that is not what I shall want ; ’ — and her 
Majesty went into the Audience-chamber, leaving Wilhelmina 
ill such tremors. 

Finken^ein, a friendly man, as Borck too is, explains to 
her Majesty, ^ That they three have received each a Letter 
overnight, — Letter from the King, enjoining in the first place 
^ silence under pain of death ’ ; in the second place, apprising 
them that he, the King, will no longer endure her Majesty’s 
disobedience in regard to the marriage of his Daughter, but 
will banish Daughter and Mother ‘to Oranienburg,’ quasi- 
divorce, and outer darkness, unless there be compliance with 
his sovereign will ; thirdly^ that they are accordingly to go, all 
three, to her Majesty, to deliver the® enclosed Koyal Auto- 
gTaph ’ (which Finken^ein presents), ‘ testifying what said 
sovereign will is, and on the above teams expect her Majesty’s 
I’eply;’— as they have now sorrowfully done, Finkenstein 
and Borck with real sorrow, Grumkow with the reverse of 
real. 

Sovereign will is to the effect: ‘Write to England one 
otl^et’ time, Will you at once marry, or not at once ; Yea or 
No ? Answer can be here within a fortnight ; three weeks, 
even in case of bad winds. If the answer be not Yea at once ; 
then you, Madam, you at once choose Weissenfels or Schwedt, 
one or the other, — under what, penalties you know; Oranien- 
burg'and worse ! ’ 

Here is a crisis. Butcher, Majesty did not want firmness."' 
‘ Write to England ? Yes, willingly. . But as to Weissenfels' 
and , Schwedt, whatever answer come from England, — Im- 
^ possible ! ’ steadily answers her Majes-fy. There V'as much 
discourse, suasive, argumeatative ; Grumkow ‘ quoting. Scrip- 
ture on her Majesty, as the Devil can on occasion,’ says 
^ Willflimina, i. 180. ^ 
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Wilhelmina. Express Scriptures, Wives^ he obedient to yoim 
husbands^ and the like^, texts : but her Majesty, on the Scrip- 
ture side too, gave him as good, as he brought. ' Did not 
Bethuel the son of Milcah,^ when Abraham’s servant asked 
his daughter in marriage for young Isaac, answer, We will 
call the damsel and inquire at her mouth. And they called 
MebeJcah^ and said unto her^ Wilt thou go with this man? And 
she saidy I will gn.’ Scripture for Scripture, ji-Herr von 
Grumkow ! ^ Wives must obey their husbands ; surely yes. 
But the husbands are to command things just and reasonable. 
The King’s procedure is not accordant with that law. He 
is for doing violence to my Daughter’s inclination, and ren- 
dering her unhappy for the rest of her days ; — will give her 
a brutal debauchee,’ fat Weissenfels, so describable in strong 
language ; ^ a younger brother, who is nothing but the King 
of Poland’s Officer; landless, and ^vithout means to live 
according to his rank.-* Or can it be the State that will 
profit from such a marriage ? If th^ have a Household, the 
King will have to suppoi?t it. — li^ite to England ; Yes ; but 
whatever the answer of England, Weissenfels never ! A 
thousand times sooner see my child in her grave than hope- 
lessly miserable ! ’ Here a qualm overtook her Majesty ; for 
in fact she is in an interesting state, third nionth of her^ 
time : I am not well. You should spare me, Gentlem^?iF, in 
the state I am in. — I do not accuse the King,’ concluded she : 

I know,’ hurling a glance at Grumkow, ^ to , whom I owe all 
this';’— and withdrew to her interior privacies ; reading there 
with Wilhelmina ^ the* Eing’-e cmel Letter,’ and weeping 
largely, though firm to the death.^ 

What to do in such a crisis?# Assemble the Female 
Parliamen,t, for one thing : good Madam Finkenstein (old 
Tutor’s wife), good Mamsell Bulow, Mamseil Sonsfeld (Wil- 

helmina’I Governess), and other faithful women : — well if. we 

m 

^ Genesi*xxiv. 14-58. 

^ Wilhelmina, i. 179- 1S2. Dubourgav has nothing,— probably bad heard 
ndthpf^ there being * silence under pain o'-'; death’ for the moment. 
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keep away traitresses^ female spies that are prowling about ; 
especially one ^ Eamen/ a Queen’s soubijette, who gets trusted 
with everything, and betrays everything; upon whom Wil- 
helinina is often eloquent. Never was such a traitress ; took 
Duboiirgay’s bribe, which the Queen had advised ; and, all 
the same, betrays everji:hing, — bribe included. And the 
Queen, so bewitched, can keep nothing from her. Female 
Parliameiii; must take precautions about the Ramefi ! — For 
the Zest, Female Parliament advises two things : 1®. Pressing 
Letter to England ; that of course, written with the eloquence 
of despair: and then 2°. That in case of utter extremity, 
her Majesty, pretend to fall ill.’ That is Crisis First ; and 
that is their expedient upon it. 

Letter goes to England, therefore ; setting forth the 
extremity of strait and pinch : ^ Now or never, O my Sister 
Caroline ! ’ Man^ such have gone, first and last ; but this is 
the strongest of all. Nay the Crow^i-Prince too shall write 
to his Aunt of Englafid : you, Wilhelmina, draw-out a fit 
brief Letter for him : send it to Potsdam, he will copy it 
there ; ^ So orders the Mother : Wilhelmfna does it, with a 
terrified heart ; Crown-Prince copies without scrapie : ^ I have 
already given your Majesty my word of honour never to wed 
any one but the Princess Amelia your Daughter; I here 
rei^rate that Promise, in case your Majesty will consent to 
my Sister’s Marriage,’ — should that alone prove possible in the 
present intricacies. ^ We are all reduced to such a state 
that ’ — Wilhelmina gives the Letter in full ; but as it is pro- 
fessedly of her own composition, a lcr 2 )se vague piece, the very 
date of which you have to gx'ope out for yourself, it cannot 
even count among the several Letters written by the Crown 
Prince, both' before and after it, to the same effect, which 
are ' now probably all of them lost,^ without regret to any- 

' . ' ^ 

^ Wilhelmma, i. 183. *1 ' ' ,1 

^ Tmc€ of oncj Copy of Answer from Queen Caroline to what sd »ms to have 
been one, Answer rather of disuasive .tenor, is in State-Paper Office : Prussian 
[ BespaicIteSi vol. xl,— dateless; probAly some months later In 1730, 
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body ; and we 'will not reckon it worth transcribing farther. 

Such Missive, such two Missives (not now found in any«' 
Archive) speed to Eitgland by express ; may the winds be 
favourable. Her Majesty waits anxious at Berlin ; ready to 
take refuge in a bed of sickness, should bad come to worse. 


Diibow'gay strikes a Light for the English Court 

In England, in the mean while, they have Jeceived a 
curious little piece of secret information. One Reichenbach, 
Prussian Envoy at London — ^Dubourgay has long marvelled 
at the man and at the news he sends to Berlin. Here, of 
date 17th January 1730, is a Letter on that subject from 
Dubourgay, official but private as yet, for ‘ George Tilson, 
Esq. ’ : — Tilson is Under-Secretary in the Foreign Office, 
whose name often turns-up on such occasions in the Dubourgay^ 
the Robinson and other extinct Paper-heaps of that time. 
Dubourgay dates doubly, by old and |iew style ; in general we 
print by the new only, unless the contrary be specified. 

To George Tilson^ Esq, (Private) 

‘Berlin, 6tk Jan. 1729 (by new style, 17tk Jan. 1730). 

— I believe you may remember tliat we have for a 
suspected that most of Eeichenhach's Despatches were dictated by some 
people here. About two days ago a Paper fell into my handSj' realised 
quietly for a consideration, ^ containing an Account of money charged 
to the Brothers Jourdan and Lautiers,^* Merchants here, by their 
Correspondent in London, •for sending Letters from,' properly in^ or 
through, ^ your City to Reichenbach. ® 

^Jourdan and Lautiers's London Correspondents are Mr. Thomas 
Greenhill in Little Bell Alley and Mr, J^hn Motteux in St. Mary Axe, 
Mr. Guerin my Agent knows them very well ; having paid them several 
little bills on my account:' — ^Better ask Mr. Guerin. ^1 know not 
through f|he hands of li^ich of those Merchants the above-mentioned 
Letters h.vve passed ; but you have way| enough to find it out,Hfcf you 
think it w‘!>rth while. I make no manner of doubt hut Grumkow and 
' his party make use of this conveyance to (m) their instructions to 
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EeicBeBbacli. In tlie Account wBicB I nave seen, eignteeii-pence 
'is eliarged for carrying eacli Letter to Reichenbacli : the charge in general 
'is for Thirty-two Letters” ; and refers to a^former Account/ So that 
they must have been long at it ^ I am, with the greatest truth, 

*■ Dubotogay/ 

Here is a trail whicli Tilson will have no difficulty in 
running down. I forget whether it was in Bell Alley or St. 
Mary Axe that the nest was found ; but found it ^oon was, 
and the ^due springes were set ; and game came steadily 
dropping-in, — litters to and Letters from, — which, when 
once his Britannic Majesty had, with reluctance, given warrant 
to open and decipher them, threw light on Prussian Affairs, 
and yielded fine sport and speculation in the Britannic 
Majesty’s Apartment on an evening. 

This is no other than the celebrated ^ Cipher Correspond- 
ence between Grumkow and Reichenbach ’ ; Grumkow covertly 
instructing his slave Reichenbach what the London news shall 
be : Reichenbach answering him, To hear is to obey ! 
Correspondence much ^noised-of in the modern Prussian 
Books ; and which was, no^ doubt, ^ery wonderful to Tilson 
and Company; — capable of being turned to uses, they 
thought. The reader shall see specimens by and by ; and he 
will find it unimportant enough, and unspeakably stupid to 
him. It does show Grumkow as the extreme of subtle 
"^fowters, and how the dirty-fingered Seckendorf and he cooked 
their birdlime : but to us that is not new, though at St. 
James's it was. Perhaps' uses may lie in it thei'e ? At all 
events, it is a px'etty topic in Queen Caroline's apartment on 
an evening; and the little Majesty'^ and she, with various 
laughters and refiections, can discern, a little, How a poor 
^ King of Prussia is befooled by his servants, and in what way 
a fierce Bear ' is led about by the nose, and dances to 
Grumkow's piping. Poor soul, much of his late raging and 
growling, perhaps it -was only Grumkow’s and not hi^"! Does 
not "Sate us, he, perhaps but only Grumkow thror him ? 
This doleful enchantment, and that the Royal ‘Wild Bear 
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dances only to timesj onght to be held in mind, %vhen we want^ 
anything with him. — Those, amid the teheeings, are reflections 
that cannot escape Queen Caroline and her little G-eorge, while 
the Prussian Express, unknown to them, is on the road. 

Wilhelmina to he married out qf hand. Crisis Second : 

England shall have said No 

The Prussian Express, Queen Sophie^'s Courier to England, 
made his best speed : but he depends on the winds for even 
arriving there; and then he depends on the chances for an 
answer there ; an uncertain Courier as to time : and it was 
not in the power of speed to keep pace with Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s impatience. ‘^No answer yet?’ growls Friedrich 
Wilhelm before a fortnight is gone. ^No answer?’ — ^and 
January has not ended till a new Deputation of the same 
Three Gentlemen, Finkenstein, Borck, Grumkow, again waits 
OB the Queen, for whom there is i^w this other message. 

Wednesday 25th ■§<(),’ so Dubourgay dates it ; so 

likewise Wilheh>rfq#,'^l'ignt'"‘ day I shall never 
forget,’ adds shfe.',^' , ■ 

Finkensteiii and l^orck, me>eiful p^^pns, and always of the 
English party, were again profoundly^ sorry. Borck has a 
blaze of tem|>#r in liim withal ; \fe hepr |ie apprised Grumkow,-" 
at one point of dialdgue^/ that jhe, Grumkow, was a 
« scoundrel,’ sh Dubouf^y,(ca|Mt,^^ was one undeniable, 
truth offered tWe that "day. But Wnat can anything profit ? 
The Irfessage is : the^^iSswer now be' from England, 

I will have nothing Negative, procrastinative, 

, affirmative, to me it shall be zero. You, Madam, have to 
choose, for ' Wilhelmina, between Weissenfels and Schwedt; 
otherwise I myself will choose : and upon you itid her will 
alight 0|amenbiirg, wter darkness, and just penalties of 
mutiny af'ainst the Authority set ov^r you by God and 'fllen. 
Weissenfeis or Schwedt: choose straightway.’ This is the 
King’s pessage by these Three. 
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^ You can inform the King,’ replied her Majesty,^ that he 
Vill never make me consent to render my Daughter miserable ; 
and thatj so long as a breath of life {tm smiffls ie vie) remains 
in mcy I will not permit her to take either the one or the 
other of those persons.’ Is that enough? ‘'For you^ Sir^’ 
added her Majesty, turning to Grumkow, ^ for you, Sir, who 
are the author of my misfortunes, may my curse fall upon you 
and your house i You have this day killed me. But I doubt 
not, Heaven will hear my prayer, and avenge these wrongs.’ ^ 
— And herewith to a bed of sickness, as the one refuge 
left ! 

Her 'Majesty does now, in fact, take to bed at Berlin; 
fallen very ill,’ it would appear ; which gives some pause to 
Friedrich Wilhelm till he ascertain. * Poorly, for certain/ 
report the Doctors, even Friedrich Wilhelm’s ^ Doctor. The, 
humane Doctors have silently given one another the hint ; for 
Berlin is one tempest of whispers about her Majesty’s domestic 
sorrows. ^ Poorly, for interesting reasons : — perhaps be worse 
before she is better, your Majesty ! ^ Hmph ! ’ thinks Fried- 

rich Wilhelm out at Pot^am. ^d then the treacherous 
Ramen reports ^ that it is all shamming ; and his Majesty, a 
^ Bear, though a loving one, is driven into wrath again ; and so 
wavers from side to side. 

is certain the Queen held, faster or looser, by her bed of 
sickness, as a main refuge in these emergencies : the last shift 
of oppressed womankind ; — sanctioned by Female Parliament, 
in this instance. Has had a miscarriage ! ’ writes Dubourgay, 
from Berlin gossip, at the beginning pf the business. Nay at 
one 1:ime she became really ill, to a dangerous length ; and 
his Majesty did not at first believe it ; and then was like t<^' 
break his heart, poor Bear; and pardoned Wilheliiiiiia and 
even Fritz, at the 'Mother’s request,— till symptoms mended 
again.® ^ Jarm-Sfew, Herr Seckendorf,-"'^ Grumkow serves us 

^ Wilhelmina, i. i§8. ' ^ ' 

® Dubourgay, 28th Januafy 1730 ; Wilhelmiua, i. 1S8 {who suppresses the 
maledictory part). , ■ . Wilhelmina, i. 20ft. 
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honourably {dienet elirlich) ’ — does not he ! — Ambiguous bed 
of sickness, a refuge in time of trouble, did not quite terminate 
till May next, when her Majesty’s time came ; a fine young ^ 
Prilice the result ; ^ and this mode of refuge in trouble ceased 
to be necessary. 


Wilhelmina to be mmiied out of Hmid. Crisis Third: 

Majesty Immelf will choose^ then ^ 

Directly on the back of that peremptory act of disobedience 
by the womankind on Wednesday last, Friedrich Wilhelm 
came to Berlin himself. He stormfully reproached his Queen, 
regardless of the sickbed ; intimated the infallible certainty, 
That Wilhelmina nevertheless would wed without delay, and 
that either Weissenfels or Schwedt would be the man. And 
this said, he straightway walked out to put the same in 
execution. ^ ^ 

Walked, namely, to the Mother Margravine of Schwedt, 
the lady in high colours, pld Dessauer’s Sister ; and proposed 
to her, that Wilhelmina should maAy her Son. — ^ The supreme 
wish of my life, your Majesty,’ replied she of the high colours : 

^ But, against the Princess’s own will, how can I accept such 
happiness ? Alas, your Majesty, I never can 1 ’ — and flatly 
refused his Majesty on those terms : a thing Wilhelmina^-wiir**^ 
ever gratefully remember of her.® 

So that the King is now reduced to Weissenfels; and 
returns still more indignant to her Majesty’s apartment. 
'Weissenfels, however, itn shall be: and frightful ranters go 
that he is written to, that he is privately .coming, and ^ that 
there will be no remedy.® Wilhelmina, formerly almost too 
florid, is gone to a shadow ; ^ her waist hardly half an ell ; ’ 
worn down by these agitations. The Prince and she, if the 
King see|either of thetn, — it is safer to run, or squat behind 
screens, t " 



1 

2 


23d May 1730, August Ferdinand ; her last cWid. 
Wilhelmina, i. 197. ® /^. 
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' Mow Friedrich Prince of Bamuth came to ie the Jla% 

c^ier all * 

In this high wind of extremity, the King now on the spot 
and ill such temper, Borck privately advises, ^That her 
Majesty bend a little, — ^pretend to give-iip the English con- 
nexion, and propose a third-party, to get rid of Weissenfels.’ 
— ^Wh^t third-party, then?’ ^Weli, there is young 
Brandenburg- Ciilmbach, for example, Heir- Apparent of Bai- 
reuth; Friedrich, a handsome enough young Prince, just 
coming home from the Grand Tour, we hear ; will have a fine 
Territory when his Father dies : age is suitable ; old kinship 
with the House, all money-quarrels settled eight or ten years 
ago : why not him ? ’ — ^ Excellent ! ’ said her Majesty ; and does 
suggest him to the King, in the next Schwedt-Weissenfels 
onslaught, Friedrich Wilhelm gi’umbles an assent, ^Well, 
then : — but I wiill be passive, observe ; not a groschen of 
Dowij, for one thing ! — 

And this is the first appearance of the young Margraf 
Friedrich, Heir- Apparent of Baireuth; who comes in as a 
hypothetic figure, at this early stage ; and will carry-off the 
fair prize, as is well known. Still only doing the Grand 
Tour ; little dreaming of the high fortune about to drop into 
iiis^'mouth. So many wooers, ^four Kings’ among them, 
suing in vain ; him, without suing, the Fates appoint to be 
the man. 

Not a bad young fellow at all, though no King. Williel- 
mina, we shall find, takes charmingly to him, like a good female 
souF; regretless of the Four Kings ; — finds her own safe little 
island there the prettie,st in the world, .after such perils €1 
drowning in stormy seas. — Of his Brandenburg genealogy,' 
degree of cousinship to Queen Caroline of England, and to the 
lately ''Wedded young gentleman of Anspach Queen C^aroline’s 
Nephew, we shall say no'^hing farther, having aireaf' ly spoken 
of it, and'eveii' drawn an abstruse Diagram of it,^ sufficient for 
^ Ai5tea,^,vol. i. p. 318. 
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the most genealogical reader. But in regard to that of the 
peremptory ^Not a groschen of Dowry’ from Friedrich 
Wilhelm (which was but a bark, after all, and proved the 
reverse of a bite, from his Majesty), there may a word, ox 
explanation be permissible. 

The Ancestor of this Baireuth Prince ' Friedrich, — as 
readers knew once, but doubtless have forgotten again, — was 
a Younger Son ; and for six generations so it stood ^ not till 
the Father of this Friedrich was of good age, and only within 
these few years, did the Elder branch die out, and the Younger, 
ill the person of said Father, succeed to Baireuth. Friedrich’s 
Grandfather, as all these progenitors had done, lived poorly, 
like Cadets, on apanages and makeshifts. 

So that the young Piince’s Father, George Friedrich, 
present incumbent, as we may call him, of Baireuth, found 
himself, — with a couple of Brothers he has, whom also we may 
transiently see by and by, — ^in very straitened circumstances in 
their young years. Their Father, som of younger sons as we 
saw, was himself poor, an4 he had Fourteen of them as Family. 
Now, in old King Friedrich i.’s time, it became apparent, as 
the then reigning Margraf of Baireuth’s children all died soon 
after birth, that one of these necessitous Fourteen w^as likely 
to succeed in Baireuth, if they could hold out. Old King 
Friedrich thereupon said, ^ You have chances of succession 
true enough, — ^but nobody knows what will become of that. 
Sell your chance to me, who am ultimate Heir of all : I will 
give you a round sum, — ^the little Domain of Weverliiigeii ” 
in the Halberstadt Counb^y, and^say Half-a-Million Thalers 
there' you can live comfortably, and support your Fourteen 
ghildren.’ — ^Done,’ said the necessitous Cousin; went to 
Weverlingen accordingly ; and there lived the rest of his days, 
till 1708 ; leaving his necessitous Fourteen, or about Ten of 
them th^t were , alive* and growing up, still all minors, and 
necessitoife enough. ^ 

^ The young men, George Friedrich at the top of them, kept 
silence 4n Weverlingen, and conformed to Papa; having ■ 
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^ notMng to live upon ' elsewhere. But they had their own 
thoughts ; especially as their Cousin of Baireuth was more and 
more likely to die childless. And at length, being in the 
Kaiser^s service as soldiers some of them, and having made' 
what interest was feasible, they, early in Friedrich Wilhelm’s 
reign, burst out. That is to say, appealed to the Mekhs^- 
hqfmth (Imperial Aulic Council at Vienna ; chief Court of the 
Empire |n such cases); openly protesting there, That their 
Papa had no power to make such a bargain, selling their birth- 
right for immediate pottage ; and that, in brief, they would 
not stand by it at all ; — and summoned Friedrich Wilhelm to 
show cause why they should. 

Long lawsuit, in consequence ; lengthy law-pleadings, and 
much parchment and wiggery, in that German Triple-Eiisir 
of Chancery ; — little to the joy of Friedrich Wilhelm. Fried- 
rich Wilhelm, from the first, was fairness itself : ^ Pay me back 
the money ; and -let it be, in all poin|;s, as you say ! ’ answered 
Fi’iedrich Wilhelm, from the first. Alas, the money was eaten ; 
how could the money be paid bp,ck? The Reichsliofrath 
dubitatively shook its wig, for years : Bargain bad in Law ; 
but Money clearly repayable : the Money was and is good ; — 
,what\shall be done about the Money !’ At length, in 17S3, 
Friedrich Wilhelm, of himself, settled with this present 
' , iVI^graf, then Heir-Presumptive, How, by' steady slow instal- 
ments, it could be possible, from the revenues of Baireuth, 
thriftily administered, to pay back that Half-Million and odd 
Thalers ; and the now Margraf, ever since his accession, in 
1726, has been annually doing it. oSo that there is, at this 
time?, nothing but composed kinship and friendship between 
the two Courts, the little^and^the big : only Friedrich Wilhelnf, 
especially with his will crossed in this matter of the Baireuth 
' Marriage, thinks to himself, ^ Throw more money into such a 
'■ 'gulf? The 600,060 Thalers had better be got ftut first!’ 
anS^says, he will ■ give not Dowry at all, nor take 4^y charge, 

' not . so much as give away the Bride, but be pasave in the 
matter. ^ 
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' Queen Sophie, delighted to conquer Grumkow at any rate,, 
is charmed with this notion of Baireuth ; and for a iiiornent 
forgets all other considerations : Should England prove slack 
and fail, what a resource will Baireuth be, compared with 
' Weissenfels I And Wilhelmina entering, her Majesty breaks 
forth into admiration over the victory, or half- victory, just 
gained : What a husband for you this, my dear, in comparison 1 
And as 'Wilhelmina cannot quite join in the rapture on a 
sudden ; and cannot even consent, unless Papa too give his 
real countenance to the match. Mamma flies out upon the 
poor young Lady : ^ ^ Take the Grand Turk or the Great 
Mogul, then,’ said the Queen, ^ and follow your own caprice ! 
I should not have brought so many sorrows on myself, had I 
known you better. Follow the King'^s bidding, then ; it is 
your own affair. I will no longer trouble myself about your 
concerns ; — and spare me, please, the sorrow of your odious 
presence, for I cannot st^nd it ! ’ Wilhelmink wished to reply, 
but the answer was, ‘Silence! Go, <*I tell you!’ ‘And I 
retired all in tears.’ 

•^All in tears.’ The Double-l\IaiTiage drifting furiously 
this long while, in such a sea as never was ; and breakers now 
close alee, — have the desperate crew fallen to staving-iii the 
liquor-casks, and quarrelling with one another ? — Evident one 
thing is, her Majesty cannot be considered a perfectly 
Mother ! We shall see what her behaviour is, when Wilhel-, 
mina actually ^weds this respectable young Prince. Ungrateful 
creature, to wish Papa’s consent as well as mine ! that is' the 
maternal feeling at thk mom^ent; and Wilhelmina weeps 
bitterly, as ^ one of the nnluckiest of young Ladies. 

Nay, her Brother himself, who is, sick of this permanent 
hurricane, and would fain see the end of it at any price, takes 
Mamma’s part ; and Wilhelmina and he come to high words 
on the matter. This'Vas the unkindest cut of all : — but, of 
course, tfis healed in a day, Pooi\ Prince, he has his' own 
allowance of insults, disgraces, blows ; has Just been found-out 
^ ^ ^ Wilhelmina, i, 201. 
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Jb some plan, or suspicion of a plan ; found-out to be in deljt 
at least, and been half-miraculously pardoned ; — ^and, except 
in flight, he still sees no deliverance ahead. Five days ' ago, 
January 1730, there came out a Cabinet-order (summary 
Act of Parliament, so to speak) against lending money to 
Princes of the Blood, were it even to the Prince-EoyaL" A 
crime and misdemeanour, that shall now be ; and Forfeiture of 
the Mongy is only part of the penalty, according'* to this 
Cabinet-Order. Rumour is, the Crown-Prince had purchased 
a vehicle and appurtenances at Leipzig, and was for running 
off. Certainty is, he was discovered to have borrowed 1,000 
Thalers from a certain moneyed man at Berlin (money made 
from French scinp, in Mississippi Law’s time) ; — which debt 
Friedrich Wilhelm instantly paid. ® Your whole debt, then, 
is that ? Tell me the whole ! ’ — ^ My whole debt,’ answered 
the Prince ; who durst not own to about 9,000 other Thalers 
(1,500Z.) he has Borrowed from other ;quarters, first and last. 
Friedrich Wilhelm saw perhaps some premonition of flight, or 
of desperate measures, in this business ; and was unexpectedly 
mild; paid the 1,000 Thalers instantly; adding the Cabinet- 
Order against future contingencies.^ The Prince was in this 
humour when he took Mamma’s side, and redoubled Wilhel- 
^ina’s grief. 

Double-Marriage^ on the Edge of SMpwi'eclCj flies off a Kind of 
Carrier-Pigeon^ or NoaWs Dove^ to Engtandj with Cry 
Jhr Help 

Faithful Mamsell Biilow consoles "the Princess : ^ Wait, I 
have news that will put her Majesty in fine humour!’— And 
she really proved as good^as her word. Her news jis, Dubourgaf 
and Kiiyphausen, in this extremity of pinch, have decided; to 
send off not letters merely, but a speaking Messenger to' the^ 
English Court. ; One Dr. Villa ; some kind of ^English Chap- 
lain’ here,"' whose, chief tede' is that he teaches Willielmina 

, , ^ .Ranke, i 296 ; Forster, etc. 

Wilkelmma, i. 203 ; Dnbotirgay’s Despatch, 28th January 
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English ; Rev. Dr. Villa, who honours Wilhelmina as he ought, 
shall be the man. Is to go instantly ; will explain what the 
fatal pass we are reduced to is, and whether Princess Wilhel- 
mina is the fright some represent her there or not. 

Her Majesty is overjoyed to hear it : who would not . be ? 
Her Majesty writes Letters ’ of the due vehemency, thinks 
Wilhelmina, — dare not write at all, says Dubourgay but 
loads Villa with presents, with advices ; with her whqje heart 
speeds him under way. ^ Dismissed, turned off for some fault 
or other, — or perhaps because the Princess knows enough of 
English ? ’ so the rumour goes, in Villa’s Berlin circle. 

^ The Chaplain set out with his despatches,’ says Wilhel- 
mina, who does not name him, but is rather eloquent upon 
his errand ; ^ loaded with presents from the Queen. On 
taking leave of me he wept warm tears. He said, saluting in 
the English fashion,’ — I hope with bended knee, and the 
maiden’s fingers at his Ijps, — He would d&ny his Country, 
if it did not do its duty on this occasidn.” ’ And so hastened 
forth on his errand. Like Carrier-Pigeon sent in extremity ; 
— ^like Noah’s-Dove in the Deluge :*may he revisit our perish- 
ing Ark with Olive in his bill ! 
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FEARFUL SHIPWRECK OF THE D015BLE- 
MARRIAGE PROJECT 

FEBRUAEY — NOVEMBER l7S0 


CHAPTER I 

ENGLAND SENDS THE EXCELLENCY HOTHAM TO 
BEELIN 

Thikgs, therefore, are got to a dead-lock at Berlin : rebellious 
Womankind peremptorily refuse Weissenfels, and take to a bed 
of sickness ; inexpugnable Ihere^ for the moment. Baireuth is 
but a weak middle term ; and there are disagreements on it. 
Answer from England, affirmative or even negative, we have 
yet none. Promptly affirmative, that might still avail, and be 
aSr honourable outcome. Perhaps better pause till that 
arrive, and declare itself? — ^Friedrich Wilhelm knows nothing 
of the Villa mission, of the urgencies that have been used in 
England : but, in present circumstances, he can pause for 
their answer, ^ c 


m 

^ Ifajesty and Crozmi-Prince ^ith him make a Rm% to Dresden 

To outward' appearance, Friedrich Wilhelm, having written 
that message to Baireuth, seems easier in mind ; quiet with 
the '"'Queen; though dangerous for exploding if \i^ilhelmina 
and the Prince come in view. Wilhelmina mostly squats ; 
Prince, who has to be in view, gets slaps and strokes ^ daily 
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ijowmMement)j says the Princess, — or almost daily. For the ^ 
rest, it is evident enough, Weissenfels, if not got passed 
through the Female Parliament, is thrown-out on the second 
reading, and so is at least finished. Ought we not to make a 
run to Dresden, therefore, and apprise the Polish Majesty ? 

Short run to Dresden is appointed for February 18th; ^ 
and the Prince-Royal, perhaps suspected of meditating some- 
thing, and safer in his Father’s company than elsewhere, is to 
go. Wilhelmina had taken leave of him, night of the 17th, in 
her Majesty’s Apartment ; and was in the act of undressing for 
bed, when, — judge of a young Princess’s terror and surprise, — 

^ There stept into the anteroom,’ visible in the half-iiglit there, a most 
handsome little Cavalier, dressed, not succinctly as Colonel of the 
Potsdam Giants, but ^ in magnihcent French style. — I gave a shriek, 
not knowing who it was ; and hid myself behind a screen. Madam de 
Sonsfeld, my Governess, not less frightened than myself, ran out* to 
see what audacious person, at such undue hour, it cciuld be. ^ But she 
returned next moment, accc^npanying the Cavalier, who was laughing 
heartily, and whom I recognised for my Brother* His dress so altered 
him, he seemed a different person. He was in the best humour possible. 

^ I am come to bid you farewell once fiiore, my dear Sister,” said he : 
^^and as I know the friendship you have for me, I will not keep you 
ignorant of my designs. 1 go, and do not come back, I cannot endure 
the usage I suffer ; my patience is driven to an end. It is a favourable 
opportunity for flinging-off that odious yoke ; I will glide out of Dresden^^- 
and get across to England ; where I do not doubt I shall work-out yiJir 
deliverance too, when I am got thither. So I beg you, calm yourself- 
We shall soon meet again in places where joy shall succeed our tears, and 
where we shall have the happiness to see ourselves in peace, and free 
..from these persecutions.”*^ ' 

• » 

Wilhelmina stood stupefied, in silence for some momeflts ; 

— i«^argiied long with her Brother ;^fin£dly got Mm to renounce 
those wild pki^, or at least postpone them ; and give her his 
word that he would attempt nothing on the present occasion. 

This small Dresden •Excursion of February 1730 passed, 
according!)', without accident. It w§s but the prelude 
much grander Visit now agreed upon between the neighbouring 
FaiSmann, p, 404. ® Wilhelmina, i. 205, 
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• Majesties. For there is a grand thing in the wind. Some- 
'thing truly sablime, of the scenic-military kind, which has not 
yet got a name ; but shall soon have a world- wide one,— 
Camp of Miihlberg,’ ^ Camp of Kadewitz,’ or however to be 
named, — which his Polish Majesty will hold in those Saxon 
parts, in a month or two. A thing that will astonish all the 
world, we may hope ; and ^vhere the King and Prince of 
Prussia to attend as chief guests. ^ 

It w^as during this brief absence in February, or directly 
after Friedrich Wilhelm had returned, that Queen Sophie had 
that fit of real sfckness we spoke of. Scarcely was Ms 
Majesty got home, when the Queen, rather ambiguous in her 
sicknesses of late, fell really and dangerously ill: so that 
Friedrich Wilhelm, at last recognising it for real, came 
hurrying in from Potsdam ; wept loud and abundantly, poor 
man ; declared in private, ^ He would not survive his Feekin ’ ; 
and for her sake solemnly pardoned Wilhelmina, and even 
Fritz, — till the symptoms mendedd 

f* 

Horn Villa ti)as received in England 

Meanwhile Dr. Villa, in England, has sped not ill. Viliams 
„,,^^^c|uence of truth ; the Grumkow-Reichenbach Corresppnd- 
eirce in St. Mary Axe : these two things produce ’ their 
effect. These on the one hand; and then on the other, 
certain questionable aspects of Fleury, after that fine Soissons 
Catastrophe to the Kaiser; and certain interior quarrels in 
the English Ministry, partly growided thereon : — ^ On the 
whole, why should not we detach Friedrich Wilhelm from the 
Kaiser, if we could, amj copply with a Royal Sister ? ’ thiFxk 
they at St. James’s. 

' ; , Political men take some interest in the question ; ^ Why 
neglect your Prince of Wales ? ’ grunfbles the Public : ^ It is 
a solid Protestant match, eligible for Prince Fred and us ! 

^ Why bother with the Kaiser and' Ms German puddles ? ’ asks 
} Wilhelmina, i. 306. 
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Walpole: ‘'Once detach Prussia from Mm, the Kaiser wilL 
perhaps sit still, and leave the world and us free of Ms Prag- 
matics and his Sanctions and Apanages.^ — ‘'Quit of him? 
German puddles?’ answers Townshend dubitatively, — who 
has gained favour at head-quarters by going deeply into said 
puddles ; and is not so ardent for the Prussian Match ; and 
indeed is gradually getting into quarrel with Walpole and 
Queen Caroline.^ These things are all favourable to Or. Villa. 

In fact, there is one of those political tempests (dreadful to 
the teapot, were it not experienced in them) going on in 
England, at this time, — what we call a' Change of Ministry ; 
daily crisis labouring towards fulfilment, or brewing itself 
ripe. Townshend and Walpole have had (how many weeks 
ago Coxe does not tell us) that meeting in Colonel Selwyn’s, 
which ended in their clutching at swords, nay almost at coat- 
collars : ^ honourable Brothers-in-law ; but the good Sister, 
who used to reconcile #them, is now dead.* Their quarrels, 
growing for some years past, are comi^^g to a head. When 
the firm used to be Townshend and Walpole, all was well ; 
when it had to become Walpole and Townshend, all was not 
well ! ’ said Walpole afterwards. 

Things had already gone so far, that Townshend brought 
Chesterfield over from the Hague, last Autumn; — a Baron 
de Montesquieu, with the Esprit des Lois in Ms head, sakeci 
with Lord Chesterfield on that occasion, and is now in 
England ^for two years’; — ^but Chesterfield could not be 
made Secretary; industrious Duke of Newcastle stuck so 
close by that office, and4)y thoi skirts of Walpole. Chester- 
field and Townshend mrsus Walpole, Colonel Stanhope (Har- 
ilngton) and i:he Pelhams : the JPru^^ian 'Match is a card in 
that game ; mid Dr. Villa’s eloquence of truth is not lost on 
Queen Caroline, who in a private way manages, as always, to 
rule pretty supreme im it. 

There lies in the State -Paper 4)ffice/ without 'date or 

I Coxe^L 332-339- ® P* 335- 

' by Despatch (Prussian) ; * London, February (o.s.) 1729- 
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• sigBature^ a loose detached bit of writing, in scholastic style, 
but brief and to the purpose, which is evidently the Memorial 
of Villa ; but as it teaches us nothing that we do not already 
know, it need not be inserted here* The man, we can per-, 
ceive farther, continued useful in those Official quarters, an- 
swering questions about Prussia, helping in the St.-Mary-Axe 
decipherings, and in other small ways, for some time longer ; 
after wMch he vanishes again from all record, — Whether to 
teach English farther, or live on some modicum of pension 
granted, no man knows. Poor old Dove, let out upon the 
Deluge in serge go\Vii : he did bring back a bit of olive, so 
to speak ; — ^had the presage but held, as it did in Noatf s 
case i 

In a word, the English Sovereignties and Ministries have 
determined that an Envoy Extraordinary (one Hotham, they 
think of), with the due solemnity, be sent straightway to 
Berlin ; to treal of those interesting matters, and officially 
put the question therd Whom Dubourgay is instructed to 
announce to his Prussian ^Majesty.- with salutation from this 
Court. As Dubourgay does straightway, with a great deal of 
pleasure? How welcome to his Majesty we need not say. 

And indeed, after such an announcement (1st March 
.1^30, the day of it), they fell into cheerful dialogue; 
the Brigadier had some frank conversation with his 
Majesty about the * Arbitration Commission ’ then sitting 
at Brunswick, and European affairs in general. Conversation 
which is carefully preserved for us in the Brigadier’s Despatch 
of the morrow. It never wa^ intrinsically of much moment ; 
and is now fallen very obsolete, and altogether of none : but 
as , a ' glance at firsthand ^ into the dim olfj thoughts '’of 
Friedrich Wilhelm, the reader may* take it mtn him : 

' ^ King said next, That though we little noise, yet lie knew* 
well 0ui\design was to kindle a fire in other parts of Lower Germany. 
To which I answered, Thatoif his Majesty would give me favouraWe 
hearing, I could easily persuade him of the peaceable intentions of our 

^ Despatches ; Londqji, Sth February | Berlin, 2d March 
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Allies. Well,” says he, ^^The Emperor will abandon the Netherlands, 
and who will be master of them ? I see the day when you will make 
France so powerful, that it will he difficult to bring them to reason 
again,” — Duhotirgay: the Emperor abandoned the Netherlands, 

they would be governed by their own Magistrate, and defended by their 
own Militia. As to the French, we are too well persuaded of the benefit 
of our Allies, to — ” Upon which the King of Prussia said, appeared 
plainly we had a mind to dispose as we pleased of Kingdoms and 
provinces in Italy, so that probably our next thought would be to do the 
same in Germany.” — Dubourgay: ^^The allotments made i*i favour of 
Don Carlos have been made with the consent of the Emperor and the 
whole Empire. We could not suffer a longer interruption of our 
commerce with Spain, for the sake of the small difference between the 
Treaty of Seville and the Quadruple Alliance, fn regard to the Garrison,’” 
— to the introducing of Spanish Garrisons, at once, into Parma and 
Piacenza ; which was the special thunderbolt of the late Soissons 
Catastrophe, or Treaty of Seville. — Well,* then,” says his Prussian 
Majesty, you must allow, then, there is an infraction of the Quadruple 
Alliance, and that the Emperor will make war I ” I hope not,” said I : 

if so, a Ten-years War, in conjunction with the Allies of Seville, 
never would be so bad as tke interruption of our Commerce with Old and 
New Spain for one year.” ^ 

^The King of Prussia*s^ notion about our disposing of promnoes in 
Germany f adds Dubourgay, lls, I beliewe, an insinuation of Seckendorf, 
who, I doubt not, lias made him believe we intended to do so with 
respect to Berg and Julich.* 

Very probably : — but Hotbam is getting under way, 
hopeful to spoil that game. Prussian Majesty, we 
not insensible to so much honour ; and brightens into hope- 
fulness and fine humour in consequence. What radiancy 
spread over the' Queen’^s side of the House we need not say. 
The Tobacco-Parliament is like to have a hard task — -Fried- 
rich Wilhelm privately is well* inclined to have his Daughter 
^narried, with such outlooks, if it can be done. The marriage 
of the Crowh-Prince into such* a family would also be very 
welcome ; only — only— There are considerations on that side. 
There are reasons ; still more there are whims, feelings of *the 
mind towards an, unloved Heir- Apparent : upon tbese^Mter 
.chiefly lie the hopes of Seckendorf and the Tobacco-Parliament. 

Whai the Tobacco-Parliament’s specific insinuations , and 
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^deliberations were^ in this alarming interim^ no Hansard gives 
, ns a hint. Faint and timid they needed, at first, to be ; such 
unfavourable winds having risen, biowing-off at a sad rate the 
smoke of that abstruse , Institution. — JarniMeu ! ’ snuffles 
the Feldzeugmeister to himself. But ^Si Dem est nohiscimuj 
as Grumkow exclaims once to. his beautiful Eeiclienbach, or 
Nosti as he calls him in their slang or cipher language, ^ If 
God is ^with us, who can prevail against us ? ’ ^ For the 
Grumkow can quote Scripture ; nay, solaces himself with it, 
which is a feat beyond what the Devil is competent to. 

Excellent Hotham arrwes in Berlin 

The Special Envoy to be sent to Berlin on this interesting 
occasion is a dignified Yorkshire Baronet; Sir Charles 
Hotham, ^ Colonel of the Horse-Grenadiers ; he has some 
post at Court, too, and is still in his^^ best years. His Wife 
is Chestex'field''s Sister he is withal a kind of soldier, as we 
see ;• — a man of many sabre-tashes, at least, and acquainted 
with Cavalry-Drill, as well *as the practices of Goldsticks : his 
Father was a General Officer in the Peterborough Spanish 
Wars. These are his eligibilities, recommending him at 
Berlin, and to Official men at home. Family is old enough : 

““'T^thams of Scorborough in the East Riding ; old as 
WilhelmiLS Bastardus\ and subsists to our own day. This 
Sir Charles is lineal Son of the Plothams who lost their heads 
in the Civil War ; and he is, so to speak, lineal Unch of the 
Lords Hotliam that now are. Fair the rest, a handsome 
figure, prompt in French, and much the gentleman. So -far 
lias Villa sped. 

' Hotham got. to Berlin on Sunday April 1730. He 
had lingered a little, waiting to gathei-^up some skirts of that 
Relchenfcach-Gmmkow Correspondence, and have them ready 
^ to show in the proper Quarter. For that is one of the chief 
arrows in his quiver. But .here he is at last : and on 
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Monday, lie is introduced at Charlottenburg to the Prussian 
Majesty ; and finds an abundant welcome to himself and Ms 
preliminaries. ^ Marriage into that fine high Country 
{magnifihe Land) will be welcome to niy Daughter, I believe, 
as flowers in May : to me also how can it be other than 
welcome! — ® Farther instructions,’ ' you say? ^Yes, surely; 
and terms honourable on both sides. Only say nothing of 
it, I had rather tell the girl myself.’ ^ To that frank purport 
spoke his Majesty ; — and invites the Excellency Hotham to 
stay dinner. 

Great dinner at Charlottenburg, accordingly ; Monday 3d 
April 1730 : the two English Excellencies Hotham and 
Dubourgay, then General Borck, Knyphausen, Grumkow, 
Seckendorf and others ; — ^ where,’ says Hotham, giving 
Despatch about it, "'we all got immoderately drunk.’ Of 
which dinner there is sordid narrative, from Grumkow to his 
Nosti (to his Reiche^bach, in cant speech), still visible 
through St. Mary Axe, were it worth much attention from 
us. Passages of wit, loaded with allusion, flew round the 
table : ^ A German du^t is change for an English half- 
guinea,’ and the like sprightly things. Nay at one- time, 
Hotham’s back being turned, they openly drink, — his 
Majesty in a state of exhilaration, having blabbed the secret : 
— To the health of Wilhelmina Princess of Wales 
which the whole Palace of Charlottenburg now bursts ihto 
tripudiation ; the very valets cutting capers, making somersets, 
— and rushing oiF with the news to Berlin. Observable, only, 
that Hotham and Dulpurgay^ sat silent in the tripudiation ; 
with faces diplomatically grave. Several points’, to, be .settled 
'^irst ; no halloing till we are out of the wood. 

News caiie to Berlin Schloss, doubtless at full gallop, 
which would only take a quarter of an hour. This is 
Wiihelmina’s experietice of it. Afternoon of Monday $d of 
April 1730, in the Schloss of B^lin — towards sitnset, some 
ornamental seam in one’s hand : 


^ Ranke, i. 284. 
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^ I was sitting quiet in my Apartment^ busy with work^ and some one 
* reading to me^ ^rlien the Queen's Ladies ruslied in, witli a torrent of 
domestics in tlie rear; wlio all bawled out, putting one knee to the 
ground, Hliey were come to salute the Princess of Wales/' I fairly 
believed these poor people had lost their wits ; they would not cease 
overwhelming me with noise and tumult, their joy was so great they 
knew not ivhat they did* When the farce had lasted some time, they 
at last told me’ — what our readers know. What the demure Wilhelmina 
professes she cared next to nothing about. ^ I was so little moved by it, 
that I ai^wered, going on with my work, that allr" Which 
greatly surprised them, A while afterwards my Sisters and several 
Ladies came also to congratulate me. I was much loved; and I felt 
more delighted at the proofs each gave me of that than at what occasioned 
them. In the evening l\ent to the Queen’s : you may readily conceive 
her joy. On my hrst entence, she called me ^^her dear Princess of 
Wales ” ; and addressed Madam de Sonsfeld as Milady.” This latter 
took the libei*ty of hintiisg to her, that it would be better to keep quiet ; 
that the King having yet given no notice of this business, might be 
provoked at such demonstration, and that the least trifie could still ruin 
ail her hopes. The Countess Finkenstein joining her remonstrances to 
Sonsfeld’s, the Queen, though with regi^t, promised to moderate 
herself/^ m 

This is the effulgent flaming -point of the long -agitated 
English Match, which we have so often caught in a bitterly 
smoking condition. The King indeed spoke nothing of it 
to us,' OB his return to .Berlin in a day or two/ says 
^W^helmina ; ^ which we thought strange/ But everybo% 
considered it certain, nothing but the details left to settle, 

Hotham had daily ■ conferences with the King/ Every 
post brought letters from the Prince of Wales : ’ of which 
Wilhelmina saw several, — this for^ one specimen, general 
purport of the whole : I conjure you, my dear Hotham, get 
these negotiations finished ! I am madly in love (afiioureu^ 
eomme mi Jbii)j and my impatience is unequalled.’^ Wilhelmina 
thought these sentiments romantic’ on the part of 

Prince Fred, ‘who had never seen me, knew me only by 
rejlute ’ and answered jiis romances and him with tiffs of 
laughter, in a prettily fleering manner. 

^ Wilhelmina, 1. 215. ® Ik I 218. 
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Effulgent flame-point ; — which was of very brief duratioii 
indeed, and which sank soon into bitterer smoke than ever, 
down almost to the choking state. There are now six weeks 
of Diplomatic History at the Court of Berlin, which end far 
otherwise than they began. Weeks wellnigh indecipherable ; 
so distracted are they, by black-art and abstruse activities 
above ground and below, and so distractedly recorded for us : 
of wdiicH, if it be humanly possible, we must tryJ:o convey 
some faint notion to mankind. 


✓ 

CHAPTER II 

LANGUAGE OF BIRDS: EXCELfENCY HOTHAM 
PROVES UNAVAILING , 

Aleeady next mq;;.‘ning, after that ^raiid Dinner at 
Clmrlottenburg, Friedrich Wilhelm, awakening with his due 
headache, thought, and was heard saying, He had gone too 
far ! Those gloomy looks of Hoftiam and Dubourgay, on the 
occasion ; they are a sad memento that our joyance wm 
prematui'e. The English mean the Double-Marriage ; and 
Friedrich Wilhelm is not ready, and never fairly was, for 
inoi'e than the Single. ^ Wilhelmina Princess of Walesi^^es 
with all my heart; but Friedrich to an English Princess — 
Hm, na ; — and in a day niore,^ plainly ^ No.'* And there it 
■finally, rests ; or if rocked about, always settles there again. 

And why. No ? — ^Tiply, as^ regained Crown-Prince Fried- 
■ rich’s Maniage, the question had its ' real difficulties • and 
i;hen, still more, it had its im^inary ; and the subterranean 
activities wele busy ! The witnesses, contemporaneous and. 
other, assign Three reasons, or considerations and quasi-reasons, 
which the Tobacco-Parliament and Friedrich Wilhelm’s Ikely 
fancy could insist upon it till they |)ecam.e irrefrag^k y ^ 
Firsts his rooted discontent with the Crown-Prince, some 
. ^ * Instruction to liis Ministers, 5th April,* citied by Raiil;e, i, 285 n. 
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^ven say liis jealousy of the Crown-Prince’s talents^ render it 
unpleasant to think of promoting him in any way. Second^ 
natural German loyalty, enlivened by the hope of Jiilich and 
Berg, attaching Friedrich Wilhelm to the Kaiser’s side of 
things, repels him with a kind of horror from the Anti- 
Kaiser, or French-Eiiglish side. ^ Marry my Daughter, if 
you like ; I shall be glad to salute her as Princess of Wales ; 
but no union in your Treaty-of-Seville operations : in politics go 
you your own road, if that is it, while I go mine ; no tying 
of ns, by Double or other Marriages, to go one road.’ Third 
the magnificence of ^ose English. ^ Regardless of expense,’ 
insinuates the Tobacco-Parliament ; ^ they will send their 
grand Princess hither, with no end of money ; brought-up in 
grandeur to look-dow«i on the like of us. She can dazzle, 
she can purchase : in the end, may there not be a CroTO- 
Prince Party, capable of extinguishing your Majesty here in 
your own Court, raid making Prussia ^ bit of England ; all 
eyes being turned to such sumptuous Princess and her Crown- 
Piniice, — -Heir- Apparent, or Rising-Sun ” as we may call 
him i ’ — cv ■ 

These really are tln*ee weighty, almost dreadful considera- 
tions to a poetic-tempered King and Smoking Parliament. 
Out of which there is no refuge except indeed this plain 
fdiScth one : ^ No hurry about Fritz’s marriage ; ^ he is but 

eighteen gone : evidently too young for housekeeping. 
Thirty is a good time for marrying. There is, thank 
God, no lack of royal lineage ; I have two other Princes,” ’ 
— and another just at hand, it I knew it. 

To all which there is to be added that ever-recurring 
invincible gravitation towards the Kaiser, and also towards 
Jiilich and Berg by means of him, — well actdi on by the 
Tobacco- Parliament for the space of those six weeks. 
DiB*ing which, accordingly, almost from the first day after 
that ilo-Siam Dinner of J^prii 3 d, the answer of the royal 
mind, with superficial fluctuations, always is : ^ Wilhelmina 
^ ^ Frledricb Wilhelm to Reichenbach {13th May)^ mfrh. 
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at' diiceyif you choose; likely enough' we might agree >boiit^ 
Crown-Prince Friedrich too, if once all were settled ; but of 
the Double-Marriage, at this present time, hore nit^ I will 
have nothing to say.’ And as the English an>swer 'Steadily, 
^ Both or none ! ’ — meaning indeed to draw ' Prussia away 
from the Kaiser’s leading-strings, and out of his present 
enchanted condition under the two Black-Artists he has 
about Mm, the Negotiation sinks again into a mere^mokiiig, 
and extinct or plainly extinguishing state. 

The Grumkow-iVb^jfi Cipher Correspondence might be 
reckoned as another efficient cause ; ^ough, in fact, it was 
only a big concomitant symptom, much depended on by both 
parties, and much disappointing both. In the way of 
persuading or peiwerting Friedrich ♦Wilhelm’s judgment 
about England, this deep-laid piece of machinery does not 
seem to have done much, if anything ; and Hotham, who 
with the English Cojirt had calculated *on it (on their 
detection of it) as the grand meai^ of blowing Grumkow 
out of the field, produced a far opposite result on trying, 
as we shall see ! That was a hit of heavy ordnance which 
disappointed everybody. Seized by the enemy before it 
could do any mischief ; enemy turned it round on the 
inventor ; fired it off on the inventor, and — it exploded 
through the touch-hole ; singeing some people’s wdiisk|r3 : 
nothing more ! — 

A. Peep into the Nosti-GrumTcow Corjrspondence caught up 

ift St. Mary Awe * 

* Would the reader wish to l<jpk into this Nosti-Grumkow 
Correspondence at all ? I advise him, not. Good part of it 
still lies in the Paper-Office here ; ^ likely to be published by 
the Prussian Dryasdu^ in coming time : but a more sordid 

^ Ranke, i. 285 n. ^ 

, ® Prussian Despatches, vols. xl. xli. : in a fragmentary state so mnch of it as 
they had <^iight up, and tried. to make use of ; — far too much. 
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pass of eavesdroppings, kitchen-ashes and floor-sweepingSj 
collected and interchanged by a pair of treacherous Floiikies 
(big bullying Flunky and little trembling cringing onCg 
Grumkow and Reichenbach), was never got together out 
of a gentleman’s household. To no idlest reader, armed 
even with barnacles, and holding mouth and nose, can the 
stirring-up of such a dustbin be long tolerable. But the 
amazing -problem was this Editor’s, doomed to spell the 
Event into clearness if he could, and put dates, physiognomy 
and outline to it, by help of such Flunky-Sanscrit ! — That 
Nosti-Grumkow Corre^ondence, as we now have it in the 
Paper- OifEce, — iiiterpretable only by acres of British 
Despatches, by incondite dateless helpless Prussian Books 
printed Blotches of Human Stupor,’ as Smelfiingus calls 
them) : how gladly would one return them all to St. Mary 
Axe, there to lie through Eternity ! It is like holding 
dialogue with a * Rookery ; asking your way (perhaps in 
flight for life, as was pertly my own case) by colloquy with 
successive or even simultaneous Rookeries. Reader, have you 
tried such a thing? An adventure, never to be spoken of 
again, when once done ! 

Wiihelmina pretends to give quotations ^ from this subter- 
ranean Grumkow-Reichenbach Correspondence ; but hers are 
only^ extracts from some description or remembrance ; hardly 
one word is close to the original, though here and there 
some outline or shadow of a real passage is traceable. What 
fractional elements, capable of gaining some vestige of mean- 
ing when laid together in their cospic order, I could pick 
fromiihe circumambient immensity not cosmic, are here for 
the reader’s behoof. Let him skip, if, like myself, he w 
weary ; for the substance "of the story is elsewhere given. Or 
perhaps Re has the curiosity to know the speech of birds? 
With abridgment, by occasional change of phrase, above all 
by""iimneil60 omission, — ^here, in specimen, is something like 
what the Rookery says to poor Friedrich Wilhelm and .us, 

i. 233-235. 
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through St. Mary Axe and the Copyists in the Foreign Office!^ 
Friedrich Wilhelm reads it (Hotham gives him reading of it) 
some weeks ' hence ; we not till generations afterwards. I 
abridge to the utmost; — will mark in double commas what is 
not Abridgment but exact Translation ; — "with rigorous 
attention to dates, and my best fidelity to any meaning there 
may be : 

To Nosti (the so-called Excellenz Reichenbach) in London : 

Gmmkow from Berlin loquitur^ ReiclienbacMistening with both his 
ears (words caught up in St. Mary Axe). 

Berlin^ Sd March 1730, ^ The time has now come when Beicbenbach 
must play his game. Let him write thalf the Reads of the Opposition, 
who play Austria as a card in Parliament, ^^are in consternation, 
Walpole having hinted to them that he was about to make friends with 
the King of Prussia;” ^Hhat by means of certain# ministers at Berlin, 
and by other subterranean* channels {autres muteTraim)^ his Prussian 
Majesty had been brought to a disposition ot that kind” ’ (Knyphausen, 
Borck and others will be muc^ obliged to Reichenbach for so writing I), 

* That Reichenbach knouts they intend* sending a Minister to Berlin ; 
but is certain enough, as perhaps they are, his Prussian Majesty will not 
let himself be lured or caught in the trap : but that the very rumour of 
its being possible for him to change ’ from Austria, ‘ would be an infinite 
gain to the English Ministry,* — salvation of them, in fact, in the Parlia- 
mentary cockpit. ^That they had already given-out in the way» of 
rumour. How sure they were of the Court of Berlin whenever it came 
to the point. That Reichenbach had tried to learn from 73 what the 
real result from Berlin was ; and did not think it much, though the 
Walpole people,' all hanging so perilously upon Prussia for their 
existence, affected a great gaiety and indeed felt tvhat againjtwas' 
even to have renewed the Negotiation, with his Prussian Maj&ty.” 
Here is a King likely to get himself illuminated at first-hand upon 
English affairs ; **^y Ministers lying abroad for him, and lying at home I — 

^^'And so the King,” concludes Grumkow, ‘^wiil think Reichenbach 
is a witch (soreter) to b«^ so well informed about all that, and will 
redouble the good opinion he has of Reichenbach. And so, if Reich^i- 
,bach second my ideas, we will pack Borcl^ and Knyphausen aSyut their 


An Indecipherable. 
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IraslBess ; and will do tlie King faithful service^”— having, some of us, 
our private 500/. a-year from Austria for doing it. ^“^Tlie King perceives 
only too well that the Queen’s sickness is but sham {momeiie ) : judge of 
tlie effect that has ! I am yours entirely {tout a v&m)f I wait in great 
impatience to hear your news upon all this : for I inform you accuratel}*^ 
how the land lies here ; so that it only depends upon yourself to shine, 
and to pass for a miracle of just insight,” — ^sorcier/ or witch at guessing 
mysteries, Grumkow calls it again. He continues in another Missive : 

Berlin^ 7ih March. (Let us give the original for a line or two) : 

Queen ^phie will soon rise from her bed of sickness, ^were this 
marriage done ; La Mhe du Frmce-Eoyal affects toujours d^etre bien inal; 
m&u d^s qm t affaire entre ie Prince de Galles et la Princesse^Eo;^ate sera 
faite, on ia verra hientot sur pkd'^ will behove that Reicheiibacli 
signify to the Prince-Real’s Father that all this affair has been 
concocted at Berlin with Borck and by 71 * with Knyphausen and 103.*^ 
That they never lose sight of an alliance with the English Princess and 
the Prince of Prussia ; and flat^r themselves the Prince-Royal of Prussia 
\yill accompany the Princess-Royal,’ Wilhelmina, ^on her marriage 
there.’ ^In a word, that all turns on this latter point,* marriage of 
the Pmcc-Royal as well ; and ^ that Villa has given so favourable a 
description of this j?rince, that the English* Princess will have him at 
what price soever. Nosti csITn also allege the affair of 100,’— whom we 
at last decipher to he Lord Harrington, once Colonel Stanhope, of 
Soissons, of the Madrid Embassy^ of the descent on Vigo; a distinguished 
new Lord, with whom Newcastle hopes to shove-out Townshend, — ^ Lord 
Harrington, and the division among the Ministers:’ — great question. 
Shall the firm be Towuishend and Walpole, or Walpole and Townshend ? 
just going on ; brewing towards decision ; in which the Prussian Doiible- 
M^dxpkge is really a kind of card, and may by Nosti be represented as a 
trump card. 

^ The wiiole Town of Berlin said. This Villa was dismissed by order of 
the King, for he taught the eldest Princess English : but I see 'vvell it 
was Borck, 107^* Knyphausen and Dubourgay that despatched him, to 
give ja true picture of the situation here. And if Nosti has written to 
his Majesty to the same effect as he does to his Friend’ (Despatch to 
Majesty has not yet come under Friend’s eye), ^on the Queen of 
England’s view^s about the “-Priifce-Eoyal of Prussia^ - it will answer 
marvellously (ceM uent^ d merveiik), I have apprised Seckendorf of all 
that Nosti writes to me, For the rest, Nosti may perfectly assure 
himself that the King never w'ill abandon Reichenbach ; and if the 
Prince.-B^''^!,” sudden Fate interfering, ^^had the reins in his hand,— in 
that case, Seckendorf promises to Reichenbach, on the part of the 

* An Indecipherable. 
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Kaiser^, all or more tliafi all li© can lose by the accession of the Prince. 
Monsieur Reichenbach may depend upon that/"^ 

Slave Reicheiibacli at London, when this missive comes to 
hand, is busy copying scandal according to former instructions 
for behoof of his Prussian Majesty, and my Bashaw Grunikow ; 
for example : 


- To the Herr Griimkow at Berlin 

Exceilenss Reichenbach loquitur ; — snatched in St. Mary Ax© 

London^ Wth March 1730, ^ Reichenbach has told his Prussian 

Majesty today by a Courier who is to pass through Brussels' (Austrian 
Kinsky’s Courier, no doubt), ^what amours the Prince of Wales,* 
dissolute Fred, ^ has on hand at present with actresses and opera-girls. 
The King of Prussia will undoubtedly be astonished. The affair merits 
some attention at present,* — especially from an Bxcellenz like me. 

[1/teuc (body of important Grumkow Instructions just read by us) 
comes to /iand] 

London, 14dh March 173J. ^'Reichenbach will* write by the first 
Ordinary ** (so they name Post, in those days)^" all that Grumkow orders, 
Reichenbach sees well, they mean to play the deuce here (jouent k diabk 
d quatre id ) : but Reichenbach will t^li his Prussian Majesty what 
Grumkow finds fit,** Good Excelienz Reichenbach "ffattei‘s himself the 
King will remain firm, and not let his enemies deceive him. If Grumkow 
and Seckendorf have opportunity they may tell his Prussian Majesty 
that the whole design of this Court is to render his Country a Province 
dependent on England. When once the Princess-Royal of England shall 
be wedded to the Prince-Royal of Prussia, the English, by that mefns, 
will form such a party at Berlin, that they will altogether tie his 
Prussian Majesty’s hands,*’ A comfortable piece of news to Ms Prussian 
Majesty in Tohacco-Parliament. " Reichenbach will assuredly be vigilant S 
depend on his answering Grumkow always by the first post,” 

^ • 

^ Continues turning Ms rook -bill towards Majesty flow. 
Same date (14th March), same tipe,jplace and bird : 

^ Prussian Despatches, vol. xl. The second of these two Letters is copied, 
we perceive, by VzHa ; who transmits it to Hotham’s Secretary at Berlin, 
with great hopes from it. Dfetter * unsigned,* adds Villa {pdni signee). Parst 
was transmitted by Townshend. — Following are transmitted by 
is in that way they have got Into- the State-Pa^r Office, — as Enclosures in the 
various Despatches that carried them out to Berlin to serve as Diplomatic 
Ammunition there. 

VOL. II. 
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To Ms P^-imian Majesty (from Excellenz lieidienibach) 

I had clovsed this Letter when a persoa of confidence 
came in” (the fact being, my Grumkow*s Missive of Instructions 
came in^ or figuratively speaking, my Gruinkow himself), and under- 
took to give me in a few days a thorough insight into the intrigues which 
are concealed under the sending of this new Minister,” liotham, ‘^Ho 
Berlin; which, and how they have been concocted, he says, it will 
astonish ip,e to hear. Of all this I shall immediately inform y^ur Majesty 
in a letter of my own hand ; being ever eager to serve your Mafesty 
alone.” 

Hotham is now fekly gone, weeks ago ; concluded to be 
now ill Berlin, — to tbe horror of both rooks. Here is a 
croak from Nosti: 

To the Herr Grumkoio at Berlin 

London^ April 17^^. * ^Hotham is no such conjuror as they fancy in 

Berlin; — singular enough, how these EnglTsh are given to undervalue 
the Germans ; whilst we in Jiermany o^^ervalue them ’ (avons une idee trap 
mstSp they trop petite). There is, for instance. Lord Chesterfield, passes 
here for a fair-enough kind of man (bon komme^) and is a favourite with 
the King” (not with Walpole or the Queen, if Nosti knew it); ^^but 
nobody thinks him such a prodigy as you all do in Gei’many,” — which 
latter bit of Germanism is an undoubted fact; curious enough to the 
English, and to the Germans that now read in extinct Books. 

Hotham, as we said, got to Berlin on the 2d of April. 
From Berlin comes thereupon, at great length, sordid descrip- 
tion by Grumkow, of that initiatory Hotham Dinner, April 
Third, with fearful details of the blazing favour Hotham is 
in. l¥hich his Majesty (when Hotham hands it to him, in 
due time) -will read with jiainful interest; as Reicheiibadi 
now does but which {b us is all mere puddle, omissible in 
this place. 

:nTo which sad Strophe, there sti'aigMway follows due Anti- 
stropLo^-^jteicheiibabh cx^aking responsive;- — and we are to 
'mote, the rooks always "speak in the third person and by 
ambiguous periphrasis; never once say or unless 
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foreod by this Editor, for brevity’s sake, to do it. Reicheu- * 
l||ch from his perch thus hoarsely chants : 

To the Herr Griimkoxo at Berlin 

Lmdm^ llth April. Reiclienlmcli €6i coiip-de-foudre ^ — is struck by 
liglitiiing, — to bear these Berlin news ; ” — and expresses, in the style of 
a wliipt his sorrows, uncertainties and terrors, on the occasion. 

^ Struck with lightning. Feel myself quite ill, and not in a condition 
to write much today. It requires another head than mine to veer round 
so often (changer si soiwent de sgsthne). In fine, Nosti est au bout de son 
Min ’ (is at his wit’s end, poor devil) 1 Both Ma|esties have spoken openly 
of the favourable news from Beidin ; funds rose in consequence. New 
Minister’ (Walpole come to the top of the Firm, Townshend soon to 
withdraw, impatient of the bottom) ^ is all-pow^erful now : 0 temporal 0 
mores T ^ I receive universal congratulatfons, fnd have to smile ’ in a 
ghastly manner. ^ The King and Queen despise me. 1 put myself in 
their way last Levee, bowing to the ground ; Wt they did not even con- 
descend to look.’ Notre grand petit-^maftreT little Giorge, th e Olympian 
Jove of these parts, ^ passed <5i as if I had not been there.’ Chesterfield, 
they say, is to go, in great pomp, as Ambassador Extraordinary, and 
fetch the Princess over. And ’’ — Alas, in short, Once I was hap-hap- 
happy, but now I’m ^^aeeserable ! * 

London^ 14cth April ^ Slave lleichenbach cannot any longer write 
secret Letters to his Prussian Majesty according to the old strain, of your 
prescribing ; but must stand by his vacant Oificial Despatches : the scene 
being entirely changed, he also must change his manner of writing# — 
poor knave. will have to inform his Majesty, howevei*, by and by, 

though it is not safe' at present,’ — for example, — ^^That his Britannic 
Majesty is becoming from day to day more hated by all the w^orld ; and 
that the Prince of IVales is no longer liked by the Public, as at first ; 
because he begins to give himsjelf airs,%and takes altogether the maimers 
of his Britannic Majesty, that is to say of a puppy (petit-mattre) ; let* my 
Aniable” (Orumkow) ^^he aware of that” — 

• » 

Yes, let hiiii'be aware of that, to his comfort, — and still 

more, and all readers along with him, of what follows : 

• % 

"Reichenbach likewise with great confidence * informs th!t**'4^*%atesi 
CWfidant he has in the world ” (same amiaSie Grumkow), " that lie has 
discovered within this day or two,” a tremendous fact, known to our, 
readers some time ago, That the Prince-Royal of Prussia has giveri, his 
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written' muraiices to the Queen here^' Never to marry anybody in the 
world except the Princess Amelia of England, happen what will" 
(Prussian Majesty will read this with a terrible interest 1 Much nearer 
to him than It is to us), In consideration of which Promise the Queen 
of England is understood,” falsely, " to have answered that they should, 
at present, ask only the Princess-Royal of Prussia for their Prince of 
Wales,” and let the Double-Marriage 6e, seemingly, as his Prussian 
Majesty wishes it. Monsieur de Reichenbach did not speak of this to 
his Prussian Majesty ; feeling it too dangerous just now, — 

Lord!^Townshend is still at Ms place in the country " (Rainham in 
Norfolk) : but it is said he will soon come to Town ; having heard the 
great news that they had already got his Prussian Majesty by the nose, 
Reichenbach forgets if |ie already told Grumkow that the rumour runs. 
Lord Chesterfield, in quality of Ambassador to Berlin, is to bring the 
Princess Wilhelmina over hither:” — you did already, poor confused 
wretch ; unusually bewildered, and under frightful eclipse at present. 

Continues after four days : 

Aprii ISik * ■5'* ^ Lord Stratford ’ (to me an unknown Lordship) and 
Heads of Opposition would like to ascertaiiv what Hotham's offer to the 
King of Prussia is’/ t 

Truly, yes ; they mean to ask in Parliament (as poor gamblers in that 
Cockpit Jire wont), And whyejdid not you make the offer sooner, then ? 
Friendship with his Prussian Majesty, last year, would have saved the 
whole of that large Waterspout about the Meadows of Clamei I Nay 
need we, a few montbs ago, have spent such loads of gold subsidising 
those Hessians and Danes against him ? The treasures of this Country 
go^a strange road, Mr. Speaker 1 What is the use of our industries 
and riches ? ** Heavens, yes, what ! But we continue to excerpt and 
interpret : 

Reichenbach ^ lias said nothing of this to his Prussian Majesty, Reiclien- 
bach has not ; too dangerous in our present downpressed state : — ^though 
amazingly exact always in news, and attached to his Prussian Majesty as 
mortal seldom was. Need he fear their new Hotham, then ? Does not 
fear Hotham, not he him, being a man so careful of truth in his news. 
Dare not, however, now sepd any intelligence about the Royal Family 
here ; Prussian, Majesty having ordered him not to write gossip like a 
spiteful woman : What is he to do ? Instruct him, O my Amiable, 

...^Know, for the rest, and be aware of it, O Amiable, that Queen 
CuroIine-h;ere is of opinion. The Amiable Grumkow should be conciliated ; 
and that Queen Sophie and Hotham are understood to have been trying 
it. Do not abandon me, 0 Amiable ; nay I know you will not, you and 
Seckendorf, never, though I am a poor man, ** 
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^ Have found out a curious story^ Ustoire Jhrt about one of^ 

Prince Fred's amourettes/ Story wbich this Editor^ in the name of the 
■^hole human species^, will totally suppress^ and sweep into the cesspool, 
to herald Eeichenbach thither. Except only that this corollary hy the 
Duchess of Kendal may be appended to the thing : 

^Duchess of Kendal,' — Hop-pole now gone to devotion, whom 

we know, piously turns-up her eyes at such doings, — ^ thinks the Princess 
Wilhelmina will have a bad life of it with Fred, and that she will need 
the wisdom of Solomon to get on here,” Not a good bargain, this Prince 
Fred and iiis Sister, A dissolute fellow he, not liked by the'flPublic’ (I 
should hope). ^^Tlien as to Princess Amelia, she, who was always 
haughty, begins to give herself airs upon the Prince-Eoyal of Prussia ; 
she is as ill-tempered as her Father, and still more given to backbiting 
{plus raiileuse)y and will greatly displease the d^otsdam Majesty,” 

These are cheering thoughts. ^But what is to become of Nosti? 
Faithful to his Grumkow, to his Seckendorf— to his pair of sheep-stealers, 
poor dog. But if trouble rise ; — O at l^ast do not hang me, ye incom- 
parable pair ! ' — 


Th^HotJmn Despatches 

Slave Nosti's terrors, could he see behind the scenes, are 
without foundation ! T8e treraaidoiis Hothani Negotiation, 
all ablaze at that Charlottenburg Dinner, is sunk low enough 
into the smoking state, threatening to go out altogether. 
Smoke there may still be, perceptible vestiges of smoke; 
which indeed, for a long time, fitfully continued : but, at^the 
time while Nosti, quaking in every joint of him, writes these 
terrors, Hotham perceives that his errand is vain; that 
properly there has as good as extinction supervened. April 
Sd was the flame-point \ which lasted in its brightness only 
for a few days or hours. ' April is not gone, or half gone, 
when flaming has quite ceased, ^and the use of bellows, never 
so judicious, is becoming desperate? and long before the end 
of May, no red is to be seen in the affair at all, and the very 
bellows are laid down.* % 

Here are the epochs : riddled out of siich a masS“-rf^xtifi€t 
rubbish as human nature seldom had to deal with ; — ^here 
are certain extracts in a greatly condensed state, from the 



230 SHIPWRECK OF DOUBLE-MARRIAGE [bk. vir. 

[lath April 1730 

^autlientic voliiiBiiious Motham Despatchd^ and Responses; — 

' — wHch may conveniently interrupt the Nosti Babblement at 
this' point. 


To my Lord Toxonshend at London 

Excellency Hotbam loquitur (in a greatly condensed form). 

Beriiiij I2th April 1730. * * ^Of one or two notewortliy points I hare 
to a|)pris%yonr Lordship. So soon as his Majesty was sober ^ ho found that 
he had gone too far at that grand dinner of Monday 3d ; and was in very 
bad humour in consequence. Crown-Prince has written from Potsdam 
to his Sister, doubt I am left here lest the English wind get at 
me {de peur que le vent anglais ne me touchdty Saw King at Parade, who 
was a little vague ; is giving matters his consideration.^' Majesty has 
said toBorck and Knj?'phausen, ^^If they want the Double-Marriage, and 
to detach me from the Kaiser, let them propose something about J illich 
and Berg.” Sits the wind in tliat quarter? King has said since, to one 
Marschall, a Private-Secretary who is in our interest : I hate my Son, 
and my Son hates me : we are best asunder ; — lei them make him 
BtaUkalter (Vice-regtsnt) of Hanover, with iys Princess I ” Commission 
might be made-out in the^rincess Amelia's name; proper conditions 
jfixed, and so on : — Knyphausen suggests it could be done. Knyphausen 
is true to us : but he stands alone ' (not alone, but cannot much lielp) ; 
^does not even stir in the Nosti or St.-IIarg^A^ce Affair as yet.' 

Prince Friedrich to be StatthaUer in Hanover with his 
English Princess ? That would save the expense of an 
Establishment for him at home. That has been suggested by 
the^ Knyphausen or English party: and no doubt it looked 
flattering to Ms Prussian Majesty for moments. This may be 
called Epoch first, after that grand Charlottenburg Dinner. 

Then as to the Nosti Affair, in which Knyphausen ‘'does, 
not -stir as yet,’— the fact is* it was only put into Knyp- 
hausen s hands the day before yesterday^ as we soon discover.^; 
and Knyphausen is not so sure about it as soni^ are ! That 
Hotham Despatch is of Wednesday l^th April, And not 
till yesterday could Guy Dickens report performance of the 
nther important thing. Captain Guy Dickens, a brisk handy 
military man, Secretary ''to Diibourgay this good while past, 
® Has duly received from Head-quarfei's the successive Nosti* 
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Grumkow documents, caught-np in St. Mary Axe ; has now 
delivered them to Knyphausen, to be laid before bis Prussian 
“majesty in a good hour ; and would fain (Tuesday April 
11th) hope some result from this step.’ Not for almost. a' 
a month does Hotham himself say anything of it to the 
Prussian Majesty, good hour for Knyphausen not having come. 
But now, in regard to that Hanover Stattlialtership, hear 
Townshend, — condensed, but not nearly so much so, my Lord 
being a succinct man who sticks always creditably to the 
point : 

To the Eoccellency Hotham at Berlin (from Lord Townshend) 

London, 27 th April ^ Yes, you shall have the Hanover Vice-regency. 
We will set-up the Crown-Prince Friedrich in^ Hanover as desired; but 
will give the Commission to our own ^Princess, that being more con- 
venient for several reasons: Crown-Prince, furthermore, must promise 
to come over to fingland when we require him ; item may repay us our 
expenses hereafter. As Marriage-Poitions, w6 will give none with 
our Princess, nor ask any with theirs. Bcj^h marriages or none.' And 
so enough. 

Alas, nothing came of this ; j^russian Majesty, in spite of 
thrift, perceiving that, for several reasons, it would not do. 
Meanwhile Grumkow, we learn from a secret source,^ has been 
considerably courted by Hotham and her Prussian Majesty ; 
Queen Caroline having signified from England, That they ooght 
to gain that knave, — what price did he charge for himself ? 
But this also proves quite unavailing ; never came to pricing*. 
And so, — -hear Hotham once more : 

* ' : 

^ To Lord Townsheiid a\ Lofidon (from Excellency Hotham) 

Berlin, l%th ^ Grumkow is f thorn in mj side : one woukl 

like to do him some service in return.' Cannot yon stop an Onginai 
Letter of liis ” (we have i^niy deciphered Copies as yet) to that Reichen- 
hach, or NosH, strong enough to break his^ back ” ?■— They will 
Hotham continues in next Despatch : ^ ^ 


^ Nosti, supra ( 1 8th April), p. 22S; infra, p. 234, 
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Berit% 22s April ^ Billed with the Kiag again ; Crown-Prince was 
'present: dreadfully dejected^ — at which one cannot help being 'moved ; 
there is something so engaging in the Prince, and everybody says scv* 
much good of him/* * Hear Hotham ! "VPho again, three days after, says 
of onr FritK : If I am not much mistaken, this young Prince will 'one 
day make a very considerahle figure.” ^ Wish we could manage the 
Marriage ; hut this Grumkow, this * — Cannot they contrive to send an 
Original strong enough ? 

Alas, <froin the same secret source we learn, withia a week, 
that Grumkow'^s back is very strong ; the Tobacco-Parliament 
in full blast again, and Seckendorf’s Couriers galloping to 
Yienna with the best news. Nay his Majesty looks expressly 
* sour upon Hotham,’ or does not look at all ; will not even 
speak when he sees him ; — for a reason we shall hear.^ Can 
it be thought that any h^^^t'ality in use of the bellows or 
other fire-implements will now avail with His Majesty ? 

Second and Imt Peep into the Nosti-Gm'^^ 0%0 Correspondence 
catight^ap in SL Mary Axe 

But at this point let ouivTwo Rtioks recommence a little ; 
Nosti, on the 18th, we left quaking in every joint of him ; — 
and good news was almost at the door, had' afflicted Nosti^ 
known it. ' Grumkow’s strain' (suppressed by us here), all this 
while, is in general, almost ever since the blaze of that 
Hotham Dinner went off into repentant headache : ^ Pshaw, 
don’t fear ! ’ Nay after a fortnight or so, it is again : ^ Steady ! 
we are all right?’ Tobacco - Parliament and the Royal 
Imagination making such progress. This is still but the 
thir^ week since that grand Dinner at Charlottenbuig : 

'* r 

To the Excelhnz Rekhcnimh at London (fronn Grumkow) 

' Berlin^ 22 d April King wants to get rid of tbe Princess” Wilbei- 
miim, who is grown lean, ugly, with pimples ?&n her face (qui est deveme 
, ' ^tmigre^Mc: muperosiep dog : will nobody horsewhip that lie out of 

' * infrIt (29th April), p. 234. 

^ This is one of the sentences Wilhehnina has got hold of (Wilhelmisa, i. 234)9 
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Mm I) — judge wliat a treat that will be to a Prince of Wales^ who has , 
his amourettes ! All is rights, Nosti, is it not ? 

Berlins 25th April ' King declared to Seckendorf yesterday again^ 
He might write to the Kaiser^ That while he lived^ nothing should ever 
part his Majesty from the Kaiser and his Cause ; that the French dare 
not attack Luxembourg^ as is threatened; and if they do — ! Upon which 
Seckendorf despatched a Courier to Vienna. 

^ As to Hotham, he explains himself upon nothing/ — stalks about with 
*his nose in the air^ as if there were nothing farther to he explained. 
spoke yestest day of the Single Match, Wilhelmina and Prince ^ Wales ; 
King answered, even of the Single Match, Devil dy aw^ay with it I ' — or 
a still coarser phrase. 

Meanwhile the Queen, though at the end of her eighth month, is 
cheery as a fish in water ; ^ and always formp grand projects of totally 
ruining Seckendorf, by KnyphauseMs and other help.” ^ Hotham yes- 
terday, glancing at Nosti no doubt, said to the Sieur de Potsdam* (cant 
phrase for the King), ^ That great Prijjces vi^re very unlucky to have 
ministers that durst not show themselves in good society ; for the result 
was, they sent nothing but false news and rumours picked-up in codee- 
houses.” * 

ft 

« 

^ Coffee-houses ? ’ answers Reichenbach^ by and by : ‘ Reich- 
enbach is in English society of the first distinction, and 
receives visits from Lords and Bukes. This all the world 
knows — to be nothing like the case, as Townshend too has 
occasionally mentioned. 

At any rate, continues Grumkow, ^ the Queen's Husband said, aside, 
to Nosti's Friend, see he is glancing at Reichenhach ; but he won't 
make much of that (cynically speaking, ne/era qua da tami elairey* 
Hotham is by no means a man of brilliant mind, and his manners are 
rough : but Ginkal,' the Dutchman, ^ is cleverer (plus souple), and much 
better liked by Nosti's Masteg*/ ^ ^ 

• 

Antistrophe soon follows London Raven is himself again ; — ^Nosti 

loquitur : « ^ 

% 

London^ 2Btk April * * ^ King has written to me, I am to report to 
him any talk there may he in the Court here about Ms Majesty ? ^ly 
Amiable and his Seckendorf, need they ask if N«sti will, and a way to 
give them pleasure ? * * * # 


Wilhelmina has this too, in a disfigured state (!. 233). 
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Stbophe (allegro ^by the Berlin Raven or Eool»^ wbo lias not yet beard 
tbe above) ; — Grnmkow ioqnitnr : 

Berlin^ 2^th April * ^ ^ Wrong not to write entertaining news of tlm, 
Snglisb Court as heretofore. King likes 'it, 

WIiat you say of the Prince-Royal of Prussia's writing to the Queen 
of England-, is very curious ; and you did well to say nothing of it to the 
Father ; the thing being of extreme delicacy, and the proof difficult. 
But it; seems likely. And I insinuated something of it to his Majesty,* 
the day %fore yesterday ' (27th April 1730, therefore ? Onc^iomeiitary 
glance of Hansax*d into the Tobacco-Parliament), as of a thing I had 
learned from a spy' (such my pretence, O Nosti)— spy ^ who is the inti- 
mate friend of Knypliausen and plays traitor : you may fancy that it 
struck terribly/ Yes ! ^ And his Majesty has looked sour upon Hotham 
ever since ; and passed above an hour in colloquy with Seckendorf and 
me, in sight both of English Hotham and Dutch Ginkel without speak- 
ing to them. 

It was true enough what I^osti heard of the Queen's fair speeches, 
and Hotham’ s, to the Friend of Nosti. But it is all ended : the Queen’s, 
weeks ago, being in vain : Hotham too, after some ctvilities, seems now 
inciliferent, Enfin'* (‘^^fin' he always writes it, copying the indistinct 
gurgle of his owui horse-diaj^ect ) — ^‘AJin filoiitmi-e tout pure'* (whole of it 
thimblerig, on their part). 

^ Admirable story, that of Prince Fred'^ amourette ' (sent to the cess- 
pool by us, herald of Reichenbach thither) : ‘^let his Majesty know it, by 
all means. ’What the Duchess of Kendal ' (lean tall female in expensive 
brocades, with gilt prayerbooks, visible in the body to Kosti at that time), 

^ w'hat the Duchess of Kendal says to you is perfectly just ; and as the 
Princess Willielmina is very ill -looking ' -how dare you say so, 

dog€), ^ I believe she will have a bad life of it, the Prince of Wales being 
accustomed to daintier meats. Yes truly, she will, as the Duchess says, 
^^need to he wiser than Solomon" to conciliate the humours down 
there {B has) with the genius of his Prussian Majesty and Queen. — ‘ ^ As 
for your Princess Amelia, depend upon it, while the Commandant of 
Potsdam lives, she will never get Hold of 1;he Prince-Royal, though he 

is so furiously taken with the Britannic Majesties." ’ 

9 • 

[Continues ; in answer to % Nofti ^ Caw ! Caw !' which we omit,] 

# 

Beriin^ 2d Alay, ^ Wkh you had not told the King so positively that 
the English say, it shall be Double Match or jxone. Hotham said to the 
Swedish Ambassador : Reichenbach, walking in the dark, w'ould give 
himself* £ fine knock on the qi>se (aurmt un jfurieus pied de was^), when,” 
or ?/, the thing was done quite otherwise.” Have a caution what you 
write/ 
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Poolij pooh! Ho*tliam must have said not ^wheii'r 
Swede is quite astray ! — And indeed we will here ■ leave off‘, 
and shut-down this magazine of rubbish ; right glad to wash 
ourselves wholly from it (in three waters) forevermore? 
Possibly enough the Prussian Dryasdust will, one day^ print 
it in emteiiso^ and with that lucidity of comment and arrange- 
*riient which are peculiar to him : exasperated readers will 
then see -:^yhether I have used them ill or not, acceding to 
the opportunity there was ! — Here, at any rate, my reader 
shall be free of it. Indeed he may perceive, the negotiation 
w^as by this time come to a safe point, the Nosti-Grumkows 
triumphant, and the interest of th^ matter mainly out. 

' Farther transient anxieties this amiable couple had, — trace- 
able ill that last short croak fjom Jjrramkow, — lest the 
English might consent to that of the ^ Single Marriage in 
the mean time V (which the English never did, or meant to 
do). For example, thi| other screech of Nosti, which shall 
be his final last-screech : % 

London^ I2th May* ^ Lord To^iisbend alarmingly hinted to me : Better 
have done with your Gnimkow-and-Seckendorf speculations : the ill- 
intentioned are perfectly sure to he found-out at the end of the account ; 
and their tools will get ruined along with them. Nosti endeavoured to 
talk hig in reply : but he shakes in his shoes nevertheless ; and with a 
heart full of distraction exclaims now. Save yourselves, save me ! — If 
Hotham speak of the Single Marriage only, it is certain the Friiice- 
Royal must mean to run away,^ and so make it a Double one in time. 

Yes, indeed ! But these wei*e transient errors. The day 
is our .own, my Grumkow ; yes^ our oivn, my Nosti : — and so 
our Colloquy of Rookeries shall be suppressible heiicefortll 

It I 

Mis Majesi^'^geis Sight of the St-Mm^^-Awe Doamients ; 
hut loathing Jbllows from it 

“l¥e have only to add what Hotham reports (B^rKi%i.May 
6th), That he has had an interview with his Majesty, and 
'.spoken oi the St. -Mary- Axe affair ; Knyphausen having found 
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"a moment to lay it before his Majesty.’ ‘ So that the above 
Excerpts from St. Mary Axe (all but the last two)^ — the^ 
above^ and many more suppressed by us, — are in liis Majesty’s 
liands : and he is busy studying them ; will, it is likely, pro- 
diice them in an amazed Tobacco'Pai*liament one of these 
e\"enings !— 

What the emotions of the royal breast were dming the 
perusal this extraordinary dialogue of birds, whicfe has come 
to him through St. Mary Axe — ? Manifold probably : mani- 
fold, questionable ; but not tragical, or not immediately so. 
Certainly it is definable as the paltriest babble; no treason 
visible in it, nor constructive treason : but it painfully in- 
dicates, were his Majesty candid, That his Majesty is subject 
to spies in his own Hoos^; nay that certain parties do seem 
to fancy they have got his Majesty by the nose, and are piping 
tunes with an eye to his dancing thereto. TKiis is a painful 
thought, which, I believe, does much gigitate his Majesty now 
and afterwards. A painful thought or suspicion, rising 
vsometimes (in that temperament of Ms) to the pitch of the 
horrible. I believe it oc'casionaliy, ever henceforth, keeps 
haunting the highly poetic temperament of his Majesty, nor 
ever quits him again at all; stalking always, now and then, 
through the vacant chambers of his mind, in what we may call 
the night-season (or time of solitude and hypochondriacal 
reflection), — though in busy times again (in daylight, so to 
speak) he impatiently casts it from him. Poor Majesty ! 

But figure Grumkow, figure the Tobacco-Parliament when 
Majesty laid these Papers on the Table ! A Mansard of that 
night would be worth reading. There is thunderous note of 
interrogation- on his Majesty’s face^; — what a glimmer in the 
hard puckery eyes of Fel^zeugmeister Seckendor-^, 

No ' doubt, an excessively ' astonished Parliament. Nothing 
'teit brass of face will now serve, thi principal Honoiirable 
Genfemah there ; but ip^. that happily he is not wanting. 

Of course Grumkow denies the Letters point-blank : Mere 
forgeries, these, of ' the English Court, plotting to nmin your 
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Majesty's faithful seiVant, and bring-in other servants they will , 
Jike better ! May have written to Reichenbach, nay, indeed 
has, this or that trifling thing : but those Copyists in St. Mary 
Axe, ^ deciphering,' — garbling, manufacturing, till they make? 
a romance of it, — alas, your Majesty ? Nay, at any rate, what 
are the Letters ? Grumkow can plead that they are the 
foolishest insignificant rubbish of Court-Gossip, not tending 
any bad r.7ad, if they have a tendency. That they are,adapted 
to the nature of the beast, and of the situation, — this he will 
carefully abstain from remarking. 

We have no Hansard of this Session ; all is conjecture and 
tobacco-smoke. What we know is, not the least effect, except 
^ an internal trouble, was produced on the royal mind by the 
St.-Mary-Axe Discovery. Some question there might well be, 
inarticulately as yet, of Grumkow^ fidelity, at least of his 
discretion ; seeds of suspicion as to Grumkow, which may 
sprout-up by and by ; resolution to keep one's»eye on Grumkow. 
But the first practical fruit of the i^atter is, fierce jealousy 
that the English and their clique do really wish to infcerfere 
in our ministerial appoiiftments 3^ so that, for the present, 
Grumkow is firmer in his place than ever. And privately, we 
need not doubt, the matter continues painful to his Majesty. 

One thing is certain, precisely a week after, his Majesty, — 
much fluctuating in mind evidently, for the Document ^ has 
been changed three or four times within forty-eight hours,’ — 
presents this final answer to Hotham. Which runs to this 
effect outrageous,’ as Hotham defines it) : 

1®. For Hanover and your^great liiierality on tliat score, much obliged ; 

‘ but upon reconsideration tbink it will not do. 2®. Marriage fence 
o# Wales to Wilbelmina, — Coifsent with pleasure. 3®. Marriage second^ 
Crown-Frince Friedrich with your Amei 5 a,-«for that also we are extremely 
wishful, and trust it will one day take effect : but first these Seville-Treaty 
mattei’s, and differences between the Kaiser and allied English and French 
will require to be pulled straight ; that done, we will treat about 4he 
terms of Marriage second. One indispensable wfli be, —That the JSngfish 
guarantee our Succession in Julich and Berg.* ^ 


^ Hotham’s Despatch, 12th May 1730. 
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'i , Outrageous ^ indeed ! — Crown-Prince sends, along with 
this, a loving message by Hotham, of earnestly deprecating^ 
tenor, to the Britannic Majesty ; ^ begs his Britannic Majesty 
hot to reject the King's Proposals, whatever they may be,— 
this for poor Sister Wilhelmina's sake. For though he, the 
Crown-Prince, was determined to lose his life sooner than 
marry anybody but the Princess Amelia, yet if this Negotiation 
were broken off, his Father would go to extremities to force 
him and his poor Sister into other engagements." ' — Which, 
alas, what can it avail with the Britannic Majesty, in regard 
to such outrageous Propositions from the Prussian ? 

Britannic Majesty's Ministry, as always, answers by return 
of Courier : — * May Both Marriages, or none : Seville 

has no concern with more than with one: ditto Jlilich 
and Berg, — of which latter indeed we know nothing, — ^nor 
{aside to Hotliam) mean to know.' ^ Whereby Hotham per- 
ceives that it is as good to throw away the bellows, and con- 
sider the matter extiiisct. Hotham makes ready for an 
Excursion into Saxony, to a thing called Camp of liadewitZj^ 
or Encampment at RadewlP2''^ a Military Spectacle of never- 
imagined magnificence, to be given by August the Strong 
there, whither all the %vorld is crowding — and considers any 
Business he had at Berlin to be as good as done. 

Evidently Friedrich Wilhelm has not been much wrought 
upon by the St.-Mary-Axe Documents ! One w^eek they have 
been revolving in the royal mind ; part of a week in the 
Smoking Parliament (we know not ivhat day they were 'laid 
on the table there, but it must have been a grand occurrence 
within those walls !) — and this already (May 13th) is tile 
result arrived at : Propositions, changed threcf^or four times 
within forty-eight hours, and definable at last as outrageous ' ; 
which induce Hotham to lay down the Bellows, and prepare to 
' go'hisHways. Our St.-Mary-Axe discovery seems to have no 
effect at all ! — 

^ Despatch, 'Whitehall,, nth May (22d by N.s.)» * 
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One, other public result there 'is from it, and as yet one:^ 
^only : Beichenbach, ^ from certain causes thereto moving Us 
'{aus gezmm Uns dazu hewegenden Grnndeziy gets a formal 
Letter of Recall. Ostensible Letter, dated Berlin, ISth Majj 
and signed Friedrich Wilhelm ; which the English may read 
for their comfort. Only that along with this, of the same 
date and signature, intended for Reichenbach’s comfort, the 
same Leather Bag brings a Private Letter (-which Diicens or 
another has contrived to get sight of and copy), apprising 
Reichenbach, That, wwostensibly, his proceedings are approved 
of ; that he is to continue at his post till further orders, all 
the same, and keep watch on these Marriages, about which 
^ there is such debating in the world {wovon in der Welt so vkl 
dehattirt wird) ; things being still i:| thei>same state as half a 
year ago. That is to say, I am ready for my Daughter’s 
Marriage withAe Prince of Wales : but for my Son, he is too 
young yet ; und hat so ^amit heine Eile^ weitich Gottlob nock 
zteei Sohne hob (nor is there any hastei as I have, thank God, 
two othe^ons,’ — and a third coming, if I knew it) : — besides 
one indispensable condition will bdj that the English guarantee 
Jiilich and Berg,’ which perhaps they are not in the least hurry 
for, either !— 

What does the English Court think of that? Dated 
^Berlin, 18th May’: it is the same day when his Majesty’s 
matured Proposals, changed tlnice or oftener within the 
forty-eight hours,’ were handed to Hotham for transmission to 
Ids Court. An interesting Leather Bag, this Ordinary from 
^ Berlin. Reichenbach, to observe, -will get his share of it 
some ten days after that alarming rebuke from Towiish€nd ; 
aBci it will relieve the pdbr wrench from his worst terrors : 

^ Go on with %your eavesdroppings *as before, you alarmed 
wretch ! ’ — ^There does one Degenfeld by and by, a man 
, of better quality (anfl on special haste, as we shall sc®) 
oome and supersede poor Nosti, j^nd send him^ home : — 
there they give Nosti some exiguous Pension," with hint 
to disappear forevermore. Which he does; leaving only 
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'■these St.-Mary-Axe Documents for his Lifemark in the 
History of Maiikind. 

Wliat the English Answer to his Majesty's Proposals of 
Berlin, May ISth, w^as, we have already seen; — dated ^ London, 
2Sd May,' probably few^ hours after the Courier arrived. 
Hothain, well anticipating what it would be, had already, as 
we phrased it, laid-down the bellows’ ; left the Negotiation, 
as essentially extinct ; — and was preparing for ihe/^ Camp at 
Radewitz,’ Britannic Majesty being anxious to hear what 
Friedrich Wilhelm and August the Strong have on hand 
there. 

® The King of Prussfa’s unsteadiness and want of resolution,’ 
writes Hotham (Berlin, £0th May), will hinder him from being ^ 
either very useful to his^ friends, or very formidable to his 
enemies.’ And from the same place, just about quitting it 
for Eadewitz, he wTites again, exactly a weeh after Berlin, 
37th May ’), to enclose Copy of a rem^-rkable Letter ; remark- 
able to us also ; — but which, he knows and we, cannot influence 
the English Answer now close at hand. Here is the copied 
Letter; copied in Guy Bickens’'^hand; — from which w^e 
translate, — and also will give the original French in this 
instance, for behoof of the curious : 

^ To Ms EwceUency the Chevalier Hotham 

[PoUdamy End of May 1730.] 

^ Momkur, — Je erois que dest de la derniere importance qiieje vons ecrim ; 
etfe suu aseeis triste d*avoir des choses d mus dire que je devrois cacher d 
tmte ia terre : mats U fautfranehir ce maumis pas id ; et vous comptani de 
mes ki^iSi je me resonds plus faeilement d vous le dire. C*est que je suis 
traits d"une maniere inouie du Eoi^ et que je^ sais qidd present ils se trament 
de ierribles choses contre moi, puchant certdlnes Lett res que j* at ecrites rimer 
passes dontje crow que vous seres informs. . Mnfinpour tmis parler franclie- 
\ la vrate raison que le Eoi a de ne vouhir point donner ks maim d ee 
']^rmge esty qfil me vent toujoim Unit but un^jas qmd, et me fairt enrager 
toute sa quand fm'^e Ini en prend ; ainsi il ne faccordera jamais. M 
Pon consent de mire cSfe que^eette Frincesse soit mmi traiUe ainsi^ vou^^ 
pomes comprendre amment que je serai fort t^dste de rendre maikeureuse ■ 
unepersonne que jkstme^ et de tester toujours dam k mime etat odje mis. 
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Four moi done je erm gM'U vaudroUmieu^ finir le Mmiage de ma Soeur^* 
aimi auparamnt^ et ne point demmider au Mot seukment des assurance ,9 mi? 
^mon sujet^ d'autant plus que sa parole n*yfait nen : suffit queje reitere ks 
promesses que fat dSjafait au Roi men Oncle, de ne prendre jamais d’ autre 
epouse que sa secQ?ide jille la Princesse AmSlie. de suis mie personne de 
parole^ qui pourra fairs reussir ee que j*avancey pounm que I' on sefie d moL 
de musk promets, et d p7*esent vous pouvez en avertir mtre Cour ; etje 
saurai tenir mapromesse, de suis toujoiirs tout cl wus, 

^ Monsieur^ — I believe it is of tlie last importance that I should write to 
you ; and I am very sad to have things to say which I ought to conceal 
from all the earth. But one must take that bad leap; and reckoning 
you among my friends^ I the more easily resolye to open myself to you. 

^ '^The case is this : I am treated in an unheard-of manner by the King ; 
and I know there are terrible things in preparation against me^ touching 
certain letters which I wrote last winteij, of ^diich I belie%^e you are 
informed. In a word, to speak frankly to you, the real secret reason why 
the King will not c|msent to this Marriage is. That he wishes to keep me 
on a low footing constantly, and to have the power of driving me mad, 
whenever the whim takes hkn, throughout his life f thus he never will 
give his consent. If it were possible that yo» on j^our side could consent 
that your Princess too should be exposed to such treatment, you may 
well comprehend that I should be very«sad to bring misery on a Person 
whom I esteem, and to remain always in the same state as now. 

^ For my own part, therefore, I believe it would be better to conclude 
my Sister’s Marriage in the first place, and not even to ask from the 
King any assurances in regard to mine ; the rather as his woi'd has nothing 
to do with it: it is enough that I here reiterate the promises w^hi^h I 
have already made to the King my Uncle, Never to take another wife 
than his second Daughter the Princess Amelia. I am a person of my 
word ; and shall be able to bring about what I set forth, provided there 
is trust put in me. I promise it you ; and now you may give your Court 
notice of it ; and I shall manage to l^eep my promise. I remain ^ours 
always/ Z 

^ The Crown-Prince, for ‘Iv'ilhelminafe sake and everybody'^s, 
is extremely anxious they should agree to the Single Marriage 
ill the interim : but th« English Court, — perhaps for no de^ 
reason, perhaps chiefly because little George had tl» whjm hf 

O 

State-Paper Office i Prussian Despatches, voL sli. (enclosed in Sir Charles 
Hotham’s Despatch, Berlin, 27th- i6th May 1730). 

VOL. II. * a ^ ' 
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standing grandly immovable upon bis first offer, — never would 
hear of that. ' Wliich was an angry thought to the Crown- 
Prince in after times, as we sometimes notice. 

Here, to the like effect, is another Fragment from' Ms 
Royal Highness, copied in the Dickens hand, and enclosed 
ill the same Despatch from Hotham ; — giving us a glance 
into the inner workshop of his Royal Highness, and his hidden 
assiduities and endeavourings at that time : ^ 

^ pomez eroire qiie Je ferai tout ce que je peussf pour fairs 

remsir mon plan; mats fon rien remarquera rien en dehors;- — que Von 
nien lame agir en suite^ je ferai Men moi seui reussir le rests. Je finis 
la par wus assurer encore^ Monsieur ^ que je suis tout d wus. ^ 

FaiNCE R.* 

^ ... You may believe I will exert all mj resources to succeed in my 
plan ; but there will be no outward sign visible : — leave me to act in this 
way, I will myself successfully bring it through. I end by again assuring 
you, Monsieui*, that I am youx*s always/ ^ 

T 

— Which again produces no effect ; the English Answer being 
steadily, ^ Both Marriages, or none;’ 

And this, then, is what the Hotham mission Is come to ? 
Good Diibourgay is home, recalled about a month ago, for 
th§: sake of his health,’^ — good old gentleman, never to be 
heard of in Diplomatic History more. Diibourgay went in 
the first days of May ; and the month is not out, when 
Hotham is off to the Camp of Radewitz ; leaving his Negotia- 
■ tion, as it were, extinct. To^the visible regret of the Berlin 
public generally; to the grievous disappointment of Queen 
Sophie, of th/ Crown-Prince and s^me others, — ^not to speak 
of Wilhel* ^ feeling^ which are unknown tp us. 

Regre '"/'.erlin, Wilhelmina and Mamma among' the ^ 
others, - accident, in these defected circumstances, a 

sxrang ^ fhe Heavens provided them, one night,— if 

we mayoe permitted to notice it here. Monday, S9th May ; 

^ Townshend’s polite Despatch to him, Whitehall, 21st Aprif'1730. 
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— ^and poor Queen OTphie, we observe withal, is in the hands 
^of the Monthly Nurs'e since Tuesday last ! ^ 


St Peter^s Church in Berlin has an Accident 

Monday 29th May 1780, Friedrich Wilhelm and the 
Crown-Prince and Party were at Potsdam, so far on their way 
towards licdewitz. All is peaceable at Potsdam that^ night: 
but it was a night of wild phenomena at Berlin ; or rather of 
one wdld phenomenon, the "^Burning of the Sanct-Peters Kirche^ 
which held the whole City awake and in tenor for its life. 
Dim Fassmann becomes unusually luminous on this affair 
^(probably an eye-witness to it, poor old soul) ; and enables us 
to fish-up one old Night of Berlin Ciiy and its vanished 
populations into- clear view again, if we like. 

For two yeai’i back Berlin had been diligently building a 
non-plus-tiUra of Steeplgs to that fine Churdh of St. PetePs. 
Highest Steeple of them all; one df the Steeples of the 
World, in a manner ; — and Berlin was now near ending it. 
Tower, or shaft, has been complete* some time, interior fittings 
going on ; and is just about to get its ultimate apex, a 
^Crown-Royal’ set on it by way of finis. For his Majesty, 
the great JEdile, was much concerned in the thing ; and had 
given materials, multifarious helps : Three incomparable Bells, 
especially, were his gift : melodious old Bells, of distinguished 
tone, bigger than the Great Bell ■ of Exfurt,’ than Tom of 
Lincoln,— or, as brief popular rumour has it, the biggest Bells 
in the World, at least of ^ch B,^tone. These Bells are ht^ng, 
silent but ready in their upper chamber of the Tower, and 
ths gigantic Crown or apex^ is to go on ; then will the basket- 
work of scaffolding be peeled away, and the Steeple stretch, 
high and grand, into the air, for ages it is hoped. 

Far otherwise. On Monday' evening, between eight and 
nine, there gathered thunder over Beidin ; wild tumult of the 

* Prince Ferdinand ’ (her last child, Father of him whose fate lay at Jena 
seventy-six years afterwards), * born 23d May I7|0.* 
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elements : thunderbolt ^ thrice in swift succession ’ struck the 
unfinished Steeple ; in the ‘ hood ’ of which men thereupon^ 
noticed a light, as of a star, or sparkle of the sun; and' 
straightway, in spite of the rain-torrents, there burst-out 
blazes of fiame. Blazes unquenchable ; grand yet perilous to 
behold. The fire-drums beat, the alarm-bells clanged, and 
ceased not; all Berlin struggling there, all night, in vain. 
Such volumes of smoke ; ^ the heavens were black- as if you 
had hung them with mort-cloth : ’ such roaring cataracts of 
flame, ^ you could have picked-up a copper doit at the distance 
of 800 yards.’— ^ Hiss-s-s ! ’ what hissing far aloft is that ? 
That is the incomparable big Bells melting. There they 
vanish, their fine tones never to be tried more, and ooze’"" 
through the redhot ruin, ,f Hush-sh-sht ! ’ the last sound heard 
from them. And the stem for holding that immense Crown- 
royal, — it is a bar and bars of iron, ®0?eighiiig sixteen 
hundredweight ; down it comes thundering, crashing through 
the belly of St. Peterh, the fall of it like an earthquake all 
round. And still the fire-drums beat, and from all surviving 
Steeples of Berlin goes the*‘clangof of alarm ; ‘ none but the 
very young children can have slept that night,’ says our 
vigilant old friend. , ^ . 

Wind was awake, too ; kindling the neighbouring streets ; 
--^storming towards the Powder-Magazine; where labour 
innumerable Artillerymen, ‘ busy with hides from the tan-pits, 
with stable-dung, and other material ’ ; speed to them, we will 
say ! Forty dwelling-houses w^ent ; but not the Powder- 
Magazine ; not Berlin utterly, (so to speak) by the Powder- 
Ma^'azine. On the morrow St. Peter’s and neigiibomiiood lay 
black, but still inwardly b^rning^ not for three days more 
could the ruins be com^etely quenched. 

That was the news for Friedrich Wilhelm, before sunrise, 
©n fihe point of his departure for Muhfberg and King August’s 
scenic ' exhibitions. " ^ ; — ^but we must go, all the same ! ^ 

We will rebuild it!’ said he.— And truly he did so. And 
the polite King' August, sorry to hear of the Peterskirche, 
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,^gave Mm excellent Sandstone from the quarries of Pima,’ says* 
^Fassmann : * great btocks came boating down the Elbe ’ from 
that notable Saxon Switzerland Country, notable to ^ readers 
here in time coining ; and are to be found, as ashlar, in th6 
modern St. Peter’s at Berlin; a fact which the reader, till 
Pirna be better known to him, may remember if he likes,^ 

-And now let os to Radewh^ without delay. 


CHAPTER III 
CAM^ OF FxlDEW^TZ 

The Camp of Mlihlberg, called more properly the Camp 
of Radewitz, towards which Friedrich Wilhelm, with English 
Hotham and many dignitaries are now gone, was one of the 
sublimest scenic Military exhibitions in the history of the world ; 
leaving all manner of»imitation touriiameifts, modern *tin- 
tournaments,’ out of sight ; and perll^ps equalling the Field 
of the Cloth of Gold, or Barbarossa’s Mainz Tournament in 
ancient times. It lasted for a m1>nth, regardless of expense, 
— June month of the year 1730 ; — and from far and wide 
the idle of mankind ran, by the thousand, to see it. Shall 
the thing be abolished utterly, — as perhaps were proper, had 
not our Crown-Prince been there, with eyes very open to it, 
and yet with thoughts very shut ; — or shall some flying trace 
of the big Zero be given? .Riddling or screening certain 
cartloads of heavy old German printed rubbish,^ to omit the 

^ Fassmann, pp. 406-409. ® 

^ Chiefly the terrible compilation called Jlelden- Staats^ und Lehem-Ges^ikhU 
dffs etc Friedrichs des Andern (if^story Heroical, Political and Biographical of 
Friedrich the Second), Frankfurt and Leipzigf 1758-1760, voL I first haif^ pp. 
1 71 -210. There are Ten thick and t^in Half-volumes, and perhaps more. One 
of the most hideous imbroglios ever published under the name of Book, — without 
vestige of Index, and on paper that has no margin and cannot stand ink,— f et 
with many curious articles stuffed blindly into the a%ful belly of it, like jewels 
into' a rag-sack, or into ten rag-sacks all in one''] with far more ■ authenticity than 
you could expect in such case. Let us call it, for brevity, Melden-GescMckte^ 
future references. ^ 


t 
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Hotliam Despatches, we obtain, the fcjlowiiig shoveifal of 
authentic particulars, perhaps not quince insupportable to^ 
existing mankind. 

The exact size of the Camp of Eadewitz I nowhere find 
measured; but to judge* on the jmap,'*'' it must hare covered, 
with its appendages, some ten twelve square miles of ground. 
All on *.he Elbe, right bank oi the Elbe ; Town of JMiihlberg, 
chief Town of the District, lying some ten miles northwest ; 
then, not much beyond it, Torgau; and then famed Wittenberg, 
all on the northwest, farther down the River : and on the other 
side, Meissen with its Potteries not far to the southeast of you, 
up the River, on the Dresden hand. Nay perhaps many of my' 
readers have seen the. place, and not known, in their touring 
expeditions ; which are now blinder than ever, and done by 
steam, without even eyesight, not to say intellTgence. Precisely 
where the railway^ from Leipzig to Dresden crosses the Elbe, — 
there, if you happen to^have daylight, is a flat, rather clayey 
country, dirty-greenish, as if depastured partly by geese ; with 
a big full River Elbe sweeping through it, banks barish for a 
mile ot two; River itself swift, sleek and of flint-colour; not 
unpleasant to behold, thus far on its, journey from the Bohemian 
Giant-Mountains seaward : precisely there, when you have 
crossed the Bridge, is the southmost corner of August the 
Strong’s Encampment, — vanished now like the last flock of 
geese that soiled and nibbled these localities ; — and, without 
knowing it, you are actually upon memorable ground. 

Actually, we may well say; apart from August and his 
. fooleries. For here also it was, on the ground now under your 
eye, that Kui'furst Johann Friedrich* the Magnanimous, havisg' 
been surprised the day before at public worship, in the above- 
'mentioned Town of Muhiberg, and completely beaten by 
!^iser Karl the Fifth and his Spaniaixis and Duke of Alba, 
dM, on M^Snday SSth April 154T, ride forth as Prisoner to 
: meet the ' said' Kaiser; and had the worst reception from him, 

* At p. 256. 
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poor man. «Ta1ie ^^ity on me, 0 God ! This is what it is* 
^come to?’ the mi|gnanimous beaten Knrfiirst was heard 
murmuring as he rode. At sight of the Kaiser, he dismounted, 
puiled-ofF his Ironplated gloves, knelt, and was for humhlj 
taking the Kaiser’s hand, to kiss it. Kaiser would not ; Kaiser 
’looked thunderous tornado on him, with hands rigidly in the 
vertical direction. The magntjninious Kurfiirst arose therefore ; 
doffed his ||at : ^ Great-mightiesc {grossmachtigsUr) all^racious 
Kaiser, I am your Majesty’s prisoner,’ said he, confining 
himself to the historical. ^ I am Kaiser now, then ? ’ answered 
the sullen Tornado, with a black brow and hanging under-jaw. 

- — request my imprisonment may he prince-like,’ said the 
^ poor Prince. ^ It shall be as your deserts have been ! ’ — I am 
in your power ; you will do your pleasure on me,’ answered 
the other ; — and was led away, to nard durance and peril of 
life for five yeaif to come ; his Cousin Moritz having, expertly 
Jockeyed his Electoral dignities and territories from him in the 
interim ; ^ — as was told above, long sipce. 

Expert Cousin Moritz : in virtue of which same Moritz, or 
rather perhaps in vice of Mm, August the Strong is even now 
Elector of Saxony ; Papist, Pseudo-Papist Apostate King of 
Poland, and Non-plus-ultra of ^ gluttonous Royal Flunkies ’ ; 
doomed to do these fooleries on God’s Earth for a time. Por 
the sins of the fathers are visited upon the children, — in ways 
little dreamt-of by the flunky judgment,— to the sixth genera- 
|ion and farther. Truly enough this is memorable ground, little 
as King August thinks, of it ; little as the idle tourists think, 

: or' the depasturing geese^ who happen to be there. 

The ten square miles have Seen industriously prepared for 
many months past ; sh|ved, swept by the best engineer 
science : ' every^ village of it thorougMy cleaned, at least : the 
villages all let lodgings at a Califoimian rate ; in one village, 
Moritz by name,*''’ is the slaughter-house, killing oxen ni^t 

^ De Wette, Kurzgefassts Lebemgesckickte ^er Herzogs zu Sackssn (WeimaT, 
1770), pp. I, 33, 73. . , 

Map at p. 256. ^ 
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^and day; and the bakehouse, with 16| mealy bakers who^ 
nmei rest : ^ in another .village, Strdhm^is the playhouse of 
the region; in another, Glaubitz, the post-office: nothing 
Could excel the arrangements ; much superior, f should judge, 
to those for the Siege of Troy, wd other world-great enter- 
prises. Worthy really of admii;;ation, had the business mi 
been zero. Foreign Courts, Raropean Diplomacy at large, 
wonder<5i much what cunning scheme lay hidden Jiere. No 
scheme at all, nor purpose on the part of poor August ; only 
that of amusing himself, and astonishing the iunkies of 
Creation, — ^regardless of expense. Three temporary Bridges, 
three besides the regukr ferry of the country, cross the Elbe ; 
for the high officers, dames, damosels and lordships of degree,^ 
and thousandfold spectators, lodge on both sides of the Elbe t 
three Bridges, one of pontoons, one of wood-rafts, one of 
barrels; immensely long, made for the occasmn. The'^liole 
Saxon Army, 30,900 horse and foot ^i:;ith their artillery, all in 
beautiful brand-new uniforms and equipments, lies beautifully 
encamped in tents and wooden huts, near by Zeithayn, its 
rear to the Elbe ; this is «sthe ^ Aymee-Lager (Camp of the 
Army)’ in our old Rubbish-Books. Northward of which— 
with the Heath of Gorisch still well beyond, and bluish to 
you, in the farther ^ North, — rises, on favourable ground, a 
high * Pavilion’ elaborately built, elaborately painted and 
gilded, with balcony stages round it ; from which the whole 
ground, and everything done in it, is surveyable to spectators i 
of rank. 

Eastward again, or from the Pavilion southeastward, at the 
right flank of the Array, where again rises a kind of Height, 
hard by Radewitz, favom’able fora survey, — there, built 
sublime silk tents, or solid w'ell-painted carpentry, the general 
colour of which is bright green, with gilt knobs and gilt 
gxatmgs all about, is the H^^d-quarter Main ; 

Lager y Heilrt of all ^he iMgers ; where his Prussian Majesty, 
and his Polish ditto, with their respective suites, are lodged. 
Kinglike wholly, in extensive green palaces ready '^gilt and 
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furnished such drafting-rooms, such bedrooms, ^with floors® 
^ of dyed wicker- worii ’ ; the gilt mirrors, pictures, musical 
clocks; — not even the fine bathing-tubs for his Prussian 
Majesty have bteeii forgotten. Never did man or flunky set 
the like. Such immense s’lccessful apparatus, without and 
^ within; no end of military valetaille, chiefly ^ jaiiizaries,\^ 
Turk costume ; improvised flc.wer-gardens even, and walks of 
yellow sandj> — the whole Hill of Radewitz' made into a* flower- 
garden in that way. Nay, in the Army Lager too, many of 
the Captains have made little improvised flower-gardens in 
that Camp of theirs, up and down. For other Captains not 
of a poetical turn, there are billiards, coffee-houses, and plenty 

excellent beer and other liquor. ^But the mountains of 
cav.^lry hay, that stand guarded bj patrols in the rearward 
places, and the granaries of cavalry oats, are not to be told. 
Eastward, fromi their open porticoes and precincts, with 
imitation ^ janizaries ’ ^pacing silent lower# down, the Two 
Majesties oversee the Army, at dis^^etion ; can survey all 
things, — even while dining, which they do daily, like very 
kings ! Fritz is lodged there ; 1ms a magnificent bed : poor 
young fellow, he alone now makes the business of any meaning 
to us. He is curjous enough to see the phenomena, military 
and other ; but oppressed with black care : ^ My Amelia is 
not here, and the tyrant Father is — tyrannous with his ratto : 
ye gods ! ’ 

We could insist much on the notable people that were 
there ; for the Lists of them are given. Many high Loi'd- 
ships ; some of whom ..will meet us again. Weissenfels, 
Wilhelniina'^s unfavoured lover, how busy is he, commaiMing 
gallantly (in the terrific |hani-]Battle) against Wackerbarth ; 
General Wacl<^rbarth, whose house saw binat on a Dresden 
visit, not so long ago. Old Leopold of Anlialt-Dessau is there, 
the Old Dessauer; with four- of his Princes; instructed in 
soldiering, left without other instruction; "ivithout eren v^ritiflg, 
tmless they can pick it up for tfiemselves. Likely young 
fellow^s t®o, with a good stroke of work in them, of battle in 
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^ them, when called for. Young Anspach^ lately wedded^-comes^ 
in what state he can, poor youth ; lodgps with the Prussian^ 
Majesty his Father-in-law; should keep rather quiet, Ms share 
wisdom being small, Seckendorf mtli his^Grainkow, they ' 
also are here, in the train of Fr^drich Wilhelm, Grumkow 
shores the bottle with their Pol^i and Prussian Majesties : in 
jolly hours, things go very hi^ there, I observe they call 
King August * le Patron,'' the^ Captain, or Patrogn ; a fine 
jollity dwelling in that Man of Sin, Or does the reader notice 
Holstein-Beck, Prussian Major-General ; Prince of Holstein- 
Beck ; a solid dull man ; capable of liquor, among other things : 
not wiser than he should be ; sold all his Apanage or Prince- 
ship, for example, and bought plate with it, wdierefore they^ 
call him ever since ^ ^^olstein- Vamelle (Holstein Plate) ’ instead 
of Holstein-Beck.^ His next Brother, here likewise I should 
think, being Major-General in the Saxon service, is still more 
foolish. He, pocir soul, is Just about ^to marry the Orzelska, 
incomparable Princess l^iown to us, who had been her Father’s 
mistress ; — marriage, as w'as natural, w^ent asunder again, 
(173S) after a couple of years.— *But mark especially that 
middle-aged heavy gentleman, Prince of Anhait-Zerbst, 
Prussian Commandant of Stettin. Not ovp* rich (would not 
even be rich if he came to be reigning Duke, as he will do) ; 
attentive at his post in those parts, ever since tlie Siege-of- 
Stralsiind time ; has done his ordere, fortified Stettin to per- 
fection ; solid, heavy taciturn man : — of wdiom there is nothing 
notable but this only, That last year his Wife brought him a 
little Daughter, Catharine the nam^ of her. His Wife is a 
foolish restless dame, highborn and penniless ; let her nurse well 
this, little Catharine : little Cathari|ie will become abuiidanMy 
distinguished in a thirty years hence ; Empipss of all the 

, Russias, that little girl; the Fates have so appointed it, 
Blocking, the prophecies of men ! Herl too is our poor un- 
mentionable Duke of Mei^lenburg : poor soul, he has left his 
quarrels with the Ritterschaft for a week or two, and is here 
% ^ Btsching’s Beytrii^e^ iv. 109. 
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breatlifig the air of -he Elbe Heaths. His wild Russian Wife, 
^_wild Peter*’s niece anH, more, we are relieved to know is deocl ; 
for her ways and Peter’s have been very strange ! To this 
minientionable |)uke of Mecklenburg she has left one Daugliteit 
a Princess Elizabeth-Cather^e, who will be called Princess 
Anne^ one day : \7h0se fortunp in the world may turn-out to 
be tragical. Potential heii'ess.of -all the RussiaSj that little 
Elizabeth qjt Anne. Heiress % her wily aunt, Anne c£ Coiir- 
land, — ^Anne with the swollen cheek, whom Moritz, capable 
of many things, and of being Mai'ichal de Saive by and by, 
could not manage to fall in love with there ; and who has now 
just quitted Courland, and become Czarina : ^ — if Aunt Anne 
’Hv'ith the big cheek should die childless, as is likely, this little 
Nie^e were Heiress. Was thufs^ What ipatter ! — 

In the train of King August ai’e likewise splendours of a 
sort, if had tipe for them. Dukes of Sachsen-Gotha, Dukes 
of Meiningen, most of Dukes that put Sachsen to their 
name ; — Sachsen-Weimar for one ; "^0 is Grandfather of 
Goethe’s Friend, if not- otherwise distinguished. The Liibo- 
iiiirskis, Czartoryskis, and others o# Polish breed, shall be con- 
sidered as foreign to us, and go unnoticed. Nor are high 
Dames wanting, q,s we see : vast flights of airy bright -lined 
womankind, Crown-Princess at the head of them, who lodges 
in Tiefenau with her Crowm-Prince, — and though plaiii-looldiig, 
and not of the sweetest temper, is a %'^ery higli Lady indeed 
Niece of the present Kaiser Karl, Daughter of the late Kaiser, 
'Joseph of blessed memory; — ^for which reason August never 
yet will sign the Pragmatjc Sanction, his Crowm-Priiice having 
hereby rights of his own in opposition thereto. She is yomig ; 
to* her is Tiefenau, north|vard, §11 the edge of the Goiiseh 
Heath, probabl^^ the choicest mansioi in these circuits, given 
up : also she is Lady of ^ the Buceiitaur,’ frigate equai to 
Cleopatra’s galley in manner ; and commands, so to speal^, 
by land and water. Supreme Lady, she, of this sidiFSine world- 
'foolery regardless of expense : so has the gallantry of August 
^ Peter ft., her CoiisijQ-german, died January 1730 (IMannsteiR’s Russh)» 
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ordered it. Our Friedrich and she will meet agfin^ on 
occasions not like this ! — What the <^ther Princesses and^ 
Coniitessesj present on this occasion, were to Crown-Prince 
Friedrich, except a general flowerbed of hnmto nature,— ask 
not ; nor even %vhetlier the Orirelska was so much as here ! 
The Orzelska will be married, some two months hence, ^ to a 
Holsteiii-Beck ; not to Holsteki? Plate^ but to his Brother the 
unfortiTnate Saxon Major-General; a man surely iiot of nice 
tastes in regard to marriage ; — and I %vould recommend him 
to keep his light Wife at home on such occasions. They 
parted, as we said, in a year or two, mutually indignant ; and 
the Orzelska went to 4-vignon, to Venice and elsewhither, and 
settled into Catholic devotion in cheap countries of agreeable^ 
climate." ^ ^ ^ #i ' 

Crowm-Prince Friedrich, doubtless, looking at this flower- 
bed of human nature, and the reward of happy daring paid 
by Beauty, hast vivid images of I^incess Amelia and her 
Viceregency of Hanovfr; bright Princess and Viceregency, 
divided from Mm by bottomless gulfs, w’^hich need such a swim 
as that of Leaiider across the material Hellespont was but a 
trifle to !- — In which of the villages Hotham and Dickens 
lodged, I did not learn or inquire ; iior^ are their copious 
Despatches, chronicling these sublime phenomena from day to 
day for behoof of St. James'’s, other than entirely inane to 
us at this time. But one thing we do learn from them : 
Our Crown-Prince, escaping the paternal vigilance, w^as secretly^ 
in consultation wdth Dickens, or with Hotlmm through 
Dickens; and this in the most tragic humour on his side. 

In such effulgences of luxury and scenic grandeur, ho'w sad an 
attendant is Black Care,— i|.ay fonl misusage, not to be borne 
by human nature ! Accurate Professor Manke. has read some- 
where,— does not comfortably say where, nor comfortably give 
the, least date, — this passage, or what authorises him to -write 
it. In that Pleasure-Camp of Muhlberg, where the e 3 'es of 

^ loth August 1730 (Sir T. Robinson : Despatch from Dresden; in State-Paper 
® 'See'Pdllmp: (Mm0zrSi etc.h whoever is curious about her. 



CHAP, m.] CAMP OF# BADE WITZ 258 

Junei:73c| 

SO maiy strangers ;*¥ere directed to him, the Crowii-.Pri!ice 
,was treated like a disobedient boy, and one time even with 
strokes {JmrperMch mmhandelt% to make him feel he was only 
considered as smcli. The enraged King, who never weighed 
the consequences of his words, added mockery to his manual 
outrage. He said, Had I^’.een treated so by my Father, I 
would have blown my braiiil;, out : but this fellow lias no 
honour, h% takes all that comes ^ Einmal Mr^erlkli 
misshandelt ; why did not the Professor give us time, occasion, 
circumstances, and name of some eye-'witness ? For the fact, 
which stands reported in the like fashion in all manner of 
Histories, we shall othenvise find to ,he abundantly certain ; 
^and it produced conspicuous definite r&ults. It is, as it were, 
the^one fact still worth human remembrance in this expensive 
Radewitz and its fooleries ; and is itself left in that vague 
inert state, — irrimediable at present. 

' Beaten like a elave^ while lodged, whik figuring about, 
like a royal highness, in this sumptuops manner ! It appears 
clearly the* poor Prince did hereupon, in spite of liis word 
given to Wilhelmina, make up hm mind to mil. Ingenious 
Ranke, forgetting again to date, knows from the Archives, 
that Friedrich wgtit shortly afterwards to call on Graf von 
Hoyin, one day. Speaking to Graf von Iloyni, who is Saxon 
First-Minister, and Factotum of the arrangements here,, he 
took occasion cursorily to ask, Could not a glimpse of Leipzig, 
among all these fine things, be had ? Order for horses to or 
at Leipzig, for ^ a couple of officers ’ (Lieutenant Keith and 
self), — quietly, without^ fuss of passes and the like, Herr 
Graf ?— The Herr Graf glances into it with eyes which liave 
a^twiiikle in them: ^Royal Highness. They are 

very strict abqut passes. Do not try it. Royal Highness.*^ 
And Friedrich did desist, in that direction, poor youth ; but 

tried it the more in others. Very busy, in deep secrecy, cor- 

• * • 

^ Ranke, Metm Biic/ier Fremsiscker GmhiMte {Berlin, 1S47), i. 297. 

^ Ranke, ; Forster, i. 365, and more especially ill. 4 (Seckendorfs Karra- 
tive there). ^ 
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• responding with Lieutenant Katte at BeJin, consultin J fa'aX” 
eaily with Captain Guy Dickens here — |vhether any hint “or 
whisper came to the Prussian Majesty from Graf von Horai ? * 
Lieutenant Keith was, shortly after, sent to nVesel to mind 
his soldiering there, far down^he Rhine Country in the 
Garrison of Wesel ; ^ better tijere than colleaguing with a 
Fritz, and suggesting to him i<Jm truantcies or worse. 

With Katte at Berlin the-desperate Prince has concocted 
another scheme of I light, this Ploym one being impossible • 
scheme executable by Katte and him, were this Radewitz 
onceover. And as for his misultations with Guv Dickens 
the result of them is ; Captain Dickens, on the 16th of Juno' 
with eyes brisk enough, and lips well shut, sets out from* 
Ikdewite express io^ondon. This is what I read as abstfuct 
ot Hotham s Benpatch, 16th June 1730, which Dickens is to 
deliver with all caution at St. James’s : ‘ G-owu-Prince h-is 
communicated to Dickens his plan , of escape; “'could no 
longer bear the outrages of his Father.” Is to attend his 
bather to Anspaeb shortly (Jourmyj to the Ilekh, of which w<> 
shall hear anon), and they are to^ake a turn to Stuttonixi • 
which latter is not very far from Strashurg on the hVo-Kd,' 
side of the Rhine. To Strasburg he will, make Iiis cscalie ■ 
stay SIX weeks or a couple of months (that his ilother be not 
suspected) ; and will then proceed to England. Hopes Fim- ' 
land will take such measures as to save his Sister from ruin ’ 
These are his fixed resolutions: wliat will England do in such ^ 
abstruse case i^Captain Dickens speeds silently wdth his 
Despatch; will fold Lord %mngi^„, „ot Townshend anv 
more ; ^ will copiously open his lips to Hamngton on mattere 
Piubbian. A bribk i^m, m prime of his years; who 

might do as Prussian Em% himself, if nothing great Wre goim.. 
on? Hamngtons final response will take some deliberafingr 
, Hotham, meanwhile, resumes his report, as we too must 

= Resigned IS* May 173° : Despatch to Hotham, as fareweU. of that date. 
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doj offthe Scenic Esliibitions and, we can well fancy, is » 
.getting weary of it wishing to be home rather, ® as liis 
business here seems ended.’ ^ One day he mentions a rumour 
(inane high mimiurs being prevalent in such a place) ; ^ rumour* 
circulated here, to which I 4o not give the slightest credit, 
that the Prince-Royal of Pr.. 3 usia is to have one of the Arch- 
duchesses,’ perhaps Maria Theresa herself ! Which might 
indeed hav<^ saved immensities hf trouble to the whole"* world, 
as well as to the Pair in question, and have made a very dif- 
ferent History for Germany and the rest of us. Fancy it ! 
But for many reasons, change of religion, had there been no 
other, it was an impossible notion. ^ Myy be,’ thinks Hothani, 

^ that the Court of Vienna throws oiit this bait to continue 
the JGng’s delusion,’ — or a snuffle from ^eckendorf, without 
the Court, may have given it currency in so inane an element 
as Radewitz. § 

Of the* terrific Sham-Battles, conducted by Weissenfels on 
one side and Wackerbarth on the otfeer ; of the charges of 
cavalry, play of artillery, threatening to end in a very dooms- 
day, round the Pavilion and the* Ladies and the Royalties 
assembled on the balconies there (who always go to dinner 
safe, when victory; has declared itself), I shall say nothing. 
Nor of that supreme ® attack on the entrenchments ’ : blowing- 
up of the very Bridges ; cavah'y posted in the woods ; host 
doing its very uttermost against host, with miheard-of expen- 
ditiire of gunpowder and learned manoeuvre ; in which * the 
'Fleet’ (of shallops on the Elbe, rigged mostly in silk) took 
part, and the Bucentaur all its cannon. Words fail on 
such occasions. I will mention only that assiduous l«ng 
August had aiTanged ever;|thing |ike the Ki^g of Playhouse- 
Managers ; wa% seen, early in the mdrning, ^ driving his own 
curricle’ all about, in vigilant supervision and inspection; 
crossed the Tub-Bridg^ or perhaps the Float-Bridge (not ye| 
blown up), ^ in a Wtirsizaagen ^ ; giving himself (what proved 
well-founded) the assurance of success for this great day 

^ Preceding Despatch (of i 6 th June). ^ 

& 



25.6 SHIPWRECK OF DOl^l^E-MAKRIAGE [bk. \'II. 

md finally that^ on the niorrow, there occurred an illinnina- 
tion and display of fireworks, tJie like |>f which is probably^ 
still a desideratum. 

® For the Biicentaiir and Fleet were all Inifg with eolonreii 
laniplets ; Headquarters iUid Anuy-Lagvr ditto 

ditto; gkaniiiig upwards with^, their golden light into the 
silver of the Summer T'wiligi^: — and all this is still notliing 
to the^sceiie there is acrorss thu Elbe, on our soutI|past corner'. 
You behold that Palace of the Genii ; wi])gs, turrets, main- 
body, battlements : it is " a gigantic woodezi frame, on whicli 
two hundred carpenters have been busy for above six months/ 
ever since Christmas -last. Two hundred carpenters ; and 
liow’ many painters cannot say : but they have smeared^ 

^ six thousand yard^ of linen canvas ^ ; whidi is now nailed 
up ; hung with lamps, begirt with fireworks, no end of 
rocket - serpents, catherine-wheeis ; with cannon and field- 
music, near and »far, to correspond and is now (evening of 
the S4th June 1730)«siiinii]tg to men and gods. Finnacio.% 
turrets, tablatiires, tipt wi'tli ^'arioiis fires and emblems, all is 

tiiere : symbolic Painting, 
six hundred yards of it, 
glowing yvil’h inner light, 
and legilde to the very owls ! 
Anns uow^ pded useless ; 
with her appurtenances ; 
]\Iars resting (in that canvas)^ 
on trophies of laurel hon- 
ourably w'on : and there i::. 
an Inscription, done in lamp- 
lets, every letter taller than 
a man, were^you close upon 
it, ^ Sic Jklta mancblt (Thus 
supported it will stand)/ — the it being either Fa^ (Peace) or 
i)omus (the Genii-Palace itself), as your %veak judgment may 
lead you to ixiiterpret delicate allusions. Eveiy letter bigger 
than a man : it may be read almost at Wittenberg, I should 
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thinkl iaming as pica written on the sky, from the steeple- 
tops there. Thus supported if mill stand ; and ^ pious mortals 
murmur, ®Hope so, I am sure!— And the cannons fire, 
almost without ceasing ; and the 'field-music, guided by tele- 
graphs, burst over all the ‘^cene, at due moments ; and the 
catherine-wheels fly hissing"; and the Buceiitaur and silk 
Brigantines glide about like living flambeaus aiid^ in fact 
you must fancy such a Bight. King August, tired to the bone, 
and seeing all successful, retired about midnight. Priedrich 
Wilhelm stood till the finale ; Saxon Crown-Prince and he, 

^ in a window of the highest house in Promnitz ’ ; our young 
Fritz and the Margraf of Anspach, .dhey also, in a neigh- 
'^'bouring window,^ stood till the finale: two in the niorniiig, 
when the very Sun was not far froiii rising. 

Or is ^Bot thi ultimate closing day perhaps still iiotabler : 
a day of universal eaMng ? Debauchee King August had a 
touch of genuine human good-humour^in him ; poor devil, and 
had the best of stomachs. Eighty oxen, fat as Christmas, 
w^ere slain and roasted, subsidiary viands I do not count ; that 
ail the world might have one good dinner. The soldiers, 
divided into proper sections, had cut trenches, raised flat 
mounds, laid planks ; and so, by trenching and planking, had 
made at once table and seat, wmod %vell secured on turf. At 
the end of every table rose a triglyph, two strong wooden 
' posts with lintel ; on the lintel stood spiked the ox’s head, 
ox’s hide hanging beneath it as drapery : and on the two sides 
of the two posts hung frcie the four roasted quarters of tsaid 
ox; from which the common man joyfully helped himself. 
Three measures of beer hp had, •and two o'^wiiie; — -which, 
unless the nieawres wore miraculously small, we may take to 
be abundance. Thus they, in two long rowB, 30,000 of them 
by the tale, dine joyfully mb dio. Thg two Majesties anS 
two Crown-Princes rode through the tanks, as dinner went on : 

^ King of Prussia forever ! ’ and caps into the air at length 

^ 24tli-25th June ; (%bove spoken of), L 200 . 

von. IL ' ' 
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they retire to their own Haupt-quartkr^ where^ tlien^selves 
dining, they can still see the soldiers din|f, or at least drink ♦ 
their three measures and two* Dine, yea, dine abundantly ; 
let ail mortals have one good dinner ! — ^ 

Royal dinner is not yet done \yhen a new miracle appears 
on the field : the largest Cake ' ever baked by the Sons of 
'Adam. ^ Drawn into the Headquarter about an hour ago, on 
a wooden frame with tent over it, by a team of eight horses ; 
tent curtaining it, guarded by Cadets ; now the tent is struck 
and off ; — saw mortals ever the like ? It is fourteen ells (hkim 
Ellen) long, by six broad ; and at the centre half an ell thick. 
Baked by machinery ; hqw otherwise could peel or roller act on 
such a Cake ? There are five thousand eggs in it ; thirty-4l^ 
bushels (Berlin measifre) c# sound flour ; one tun of milk, t)ne 
tun of yeast, one ditto of butter ; crackers, gingerbread-nuts, 
for fillet or trimming, run all round. Plainly the frince of 
Cakes ! A Carp&ter with gigantic kwfe, handle of it resting 
on his shoulder, — HeacFof the Board of Works, giving w^ord 
of command, — -enters the Cake by incision ; cuts it up by'"' 
plan, by successive signal from the Board of Works. What 
high person would not keep for himself, to say nothing of 
eating, some fraction of such a Nonpareil ? # There is cut and 
come again for all. Carpenter advances, by main trench and 
by side-trenches, steadily to woi’d of command. 

I mention, as another trait of the poor devil of an August, 
full of good-humour after all, That he and his Royalties and ^ 
big Lordships having dined, he gave the «till groaning table 
■with all its dishes, to be scmmbled for by Hhe janizaries.'’ 
Janizaries, Imitation-Turk valetaille ; who speedily made clear- 
ance, — ^maiiy a^^oit of predous "Meissen porcelain going far 
down in society by that means. # 

Royal dinner done, the Colonel and, Officers of every regi- 
sa^ent, ranked in high order, with weapons drawn, preceded by 
their respective bands erf musicj camC' marching up the Hill 
■to pay their particular respects To the Majesty' of Prussia. 
Majesty of Prussia' promised them Ms favour, everH-sting, as 
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requti^ted; drank a glass of wine to each party (steady, your 
Majesty!), who all ^ responded by glasses of wine, and threw 
the glasses aloft with shouts. Sixty pieces of artillery speaking 
the while, ahd 4 ;he bands of mnsic breathing their sweetest •— 
till It was done, and his Mrjesty still steady on Ms feet. He 
could stand a great deal of "wine. 

.^d now— ? —Well, the Cake is not done, maw cubic 
yards of mke are still left, and the very corporals can do no 
more : let the Army scramble ! Army whipt it away in no- 
time. And now, alas now— the time is come for paiting. 
•t IS ended; all things end. Not for about an hour could 
^ the Herrsch^en (Lordships and mjior Sovereignties) fairly 
tear themselves away, under wailing music, and with the due 
erx 5 t>tion, ^ 

The Prussian Eoyalties, and select few, took boat down the 
Elver, op the iiorrow ; towards Lichtenburg Huntinff-Palace 

LT They'Lughtemd W 

bout one thousand living creatui-es, til driven into heaps for 

W’7 If species),^‘four 

hunted black, or of the boar ditto. They left all these 

sated'“T'^^^P^“^V“r“®®^^’ sorrowfully 

sated; Crown-Pmice M-iedrich in his own carriage in tl^e 

i^eai ; Papa in his, preceding by a few minutes; all the wood 

WdsE honis wailing sad adieu;— and hurried 

towards Berlin through the ambrosial night ^ 

And so it is all ended. And August the Stronw__ulmt 
,tf .d^t that attatos 

aM fr’ r “ay half-crowns ivith foiger 

ahd thumb. Maximma «of «lmatuosity^ really a ooC 
cieature ; no ^an of his means so reo-ardles<s, nf ^ ^ 
Mam.™ of Baatards Th»e taodmi and 

piobably no mortal ever exceeded that quantfty Lastly Se’ 

m It, and a tun of butter. These things History must 
* 28th June 1730 : Helden-Gvckuhi^ i. a, - 
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concede to liiin. Poor devil, he was full of gooddiumoul too, 
and had the best of stomachs. His ampq^ated great-toe does, ** 
ii«|t iiiencl : out upon it, the wordd itself is all so amputated, 
and not like mending ! August ^the Strong, ^dilapidated at 
fiftj-tliree, is fast verging toward^f a less expensive country : 
and in three years hence will be 'lodged gratis, and need no 
cook or ^iinky of either sex. 

♦ 

^ Tills Camp of Radewitz/ says Smelfungus, one of my Antecessors, 
iiiiisliiBg Ills lon,^ narrative of it, ^ this Camp is Nothing ; and after aii 
this expense of King August's and mine, it flies away like a dream. But 
alas, were the Congresses of Cambrai and Soissons, was the life-long 
diplomacy of Kaiser Karl, oi the History of torpid moribund Europe in 
those days, much of a Something? The Pragmatic Sanction, with all its « 
protocolling, has fled, like the temporary Playhouse of King August 
erected there in the village of Slrohme. Much talk, noise and imaginary 
interest about both ; but both literally have become zero, were always 
zero. As w'ell talk about the one as the other/ — ^TheSi why ijot eiknce 
about both, my Frieifd Smelfungus } He aiiswers : ^ That truly is the 
thing to be aimed at ; — ^an4 if we Md once got our own out of both, let 
both be consumed with lire, and remain a handful of inarticulate black 
ashes forevermore/ Heavens, w^ii I, of men, object I 

Smelfungus says elsewhere : 

^The moral to be derived, peihaps the chief monfi idsible at present, 
from all this Section of melancholy History is : Modem Diplomacy is 
nothing mind well your own affairs, leave those of your neighbours well 
alone. ^Tlie Pragmatic Sanction, breaking Fritz's, Friedrich Wilhelm's, 
Sophie's, Wiihelmina's, English Amelia's and I know not how many 
private hearts, and distracting with vain terrors and hopes the general 
soul of Europe for five-and-twenty 3?'ears, fell St once into dust and ' ‘ 
vapour, and went wholly towmrds^' limbo «on the storm-winds, doing 
nothfiig for or against any mortal. Friedrich IFilheim's 80,000 ivell-' 
drilled troops remaipted very actusiJ with?' their flrelocks and iron ramrods, 
and did a thing or two, there being a Captain over them. Friedrich ' 
Wilhelm's Directorium, well-drilled Prussian Downing Street, every 'man ' ' 
steady at his duty, and no wind to be wasted 'where silence was better, ' 
likewise very authentically remain, — and still remains. Nothing of 
genuine and Imman that Friedpoh Wilhelm did but remained and remains 
an inheritance, not the smallest item of it lost or loseable and the rude 
foolish Boor-King (singular enough !) is found to be^ the oal]^ one that 
has gained by the game^' — 
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^^CHAPTER IV 

EXCELLEl^CY HOTHAM QUITS BEELIN IN HASTE 

W'hile the Camp at Radewitz is dissolving itself in this 
manner, in the last days of June, Captain Guy Dickens, the 
oracles at Windsor ha\dng given him their respoilfee as to 
Prince Friedrich's wild project, is getting under way for Berlin 
again, — whither also Hotham has returned, to wait for 
Dickens’s arrival, and directly thereupon come home. Dickens 
is henceforth to do the British Diplomacy here, any Diplomacy 
there can well be ; Dickens once installed, Hotham will, right 
gladly, wash his hands of this Negotiation, which he considers 
to be as good as dead for a longish xvhile past. First, how- 
ever, he has fiie unexpected adventure to go through in 
Berlin of most une^^ected celebrity in the world : this once 
succinctly set forth, History will disi^iss him to the shades of 
private life, 

Guy Dickens, arriving ive can® guess about the 8th or 9th 
of July, brings tw’'o important Documents with him to Berlin,. 

the Engli^i Response (in the shape of Hnstruction&’ to 
himself, which may be ostensible in the proper quarter) in re- 
gard to the Crown-Prince's project of flight into England. 
Response which is, no other than might have been expected in 
the circumstances : * Britannic Majesty sorry extremely for the 
Crown-Prince’s dtgation ; ready to ' do anything in reason to 
alleviate it. Better ^vait, l^pwever Prussian Majeisty will 
surely perhaps relent a little : then also the affairs of Ewope 
are in a ticklish state. ^^^Bettei^ w-ait. As^^o that of taking 
temporary refuge in France, Britrfhnic .Majesty thinks that 
will require a inatiii*e deliberation (mure dSliberation), Not 
even time now for inquiry of the French Court how t^ey 
w^ould take it ; which his Britanxifc Majesty tliiflks an inclis- 
peiisable preliminary,’ — and so terminates. The meaning, we 
perceive? is in sum : Hm, you won’t, surely ? Don’t ; at 
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least Don’t yet !’ But Dryasdust, and any readers wlii3|'liave 
patience, can here take the Original Paper ; which is written 
in French (or French of Stratford at the Sow), probably _ that 
tlie Crowii-Priiice, if needful, might himself i?eai it, one of 
these days : • 

^ Mmiskur Dklcens pourrait donner au Prince ks msuranees ie^ pim 
fortes de /« compassion que k Eoi a dv^ triste Mat oi^ U se trouve^ et du desir 
sincere de 8a MaJesU de coneourir par tout ce qui dependra d'eiie « ten tirer* 
iC Dkkem pourrait iui communiquer en meme terns ies Insfructmis 
d&nnMs d Monsmir Botham* (oar Answer to tlie Outrageous propositions, 
wMch amounts to nothing, and may be spared the reader), ^ et lid marquer 
qu*on avail lieu d* esperer que Majestd Prussienne ne refuserait pas au 
moins de s*expiiqiier nn peu pirs en detail quklie n*a fait jmqficL Qu*en 
attendant ies suites que eette negociation pourrait amir^ Sa Majeste etait 
d* avis que ie Prince ferait lien df differer un peu tessimtion de son desSein 
connu : Que la situation od ies affaires de 1* Europe se trouvaient dans ce 
moment eritigm ne paramait pas propre d ^execution d*^n dessem de cette 
nature: Que pour ce qtfi est de I* intention, ou le Prince a ternoigndytre, de se 
reiirer en Frances Sa Majeste croU quklle demands une mdre diliheratio% 
et que iepeu de terns qui resie^ nepromet pas mime qu*on puisse s*informer 
de ce que h Cour de France pourrait penser Id-dessus; dont 8a Majeste 
trouvait cependant absolument neSssaire de 1* assurer y avant de pomoir 
comeiikr d un Prince qui Iui esi si eher de se retirer en ce pags IdJ ^ 

^ If 

#r 

This is Document First; of no concernment to ' Hotham at 
this stage ; but only to us and our Crown-Prince. Document 
Second would at one time have much interested Hotham : it 
is no other than a Gmmkow Original seized at St. Mary Axe, 
such as Hotham once solicited, * strong enough to break Groni- 
, kow’s back.’ Hotham now scarcely hopes it will be ^ strong 
enou^i.’ No matter ; he presents it as bidden. On intro- 
.ducing Dickens ^successor, Monday 10th July, he puts the 
Document into his Prussian Majesty^s hand : and — the result 
was^ most unexpected ! Here is Hotham’s Despatch 'to Lord 

\ Pmssian Bespatdies, vol. xli. : Ho date or signature ; boimd-up along with 
HafringWs Despatch, * Wfndsor 20 th June ’ (ist July) * l73o/*-on the morrow 
of which day we may fancy Captaif* Dickens took the road for Berlin again, — 
where we auspiciously see him on Monday loth July, probably a night or two 
after Ms arrival. * 
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Harri-Bgton ; which it will be our briefest method to give^ 
with lome minimum of needful explanation intercalated here 
and there 


® 7b the Lord Harrington (from Sir Charles Hotliam) 

‘ Berlin, SOfch June (11th July) 17S0. 

^ My Lord_, — Though the conduct of his Prussian Majesty has been 
such, for some time past, that one t>ught to be surprised at nothing he 
does, — it is iieyeii;heless with great concern that I now have to acquaint 
your Lordship with an extravagancy of his which happened yesterday, 
Monday 10th July 1730. 

^ The King of Prussia had appointed me to be with him about noon, 
with Captain Guy Dickens * (who has just returned from England, on 
what secret message your Lordship knowl !). — ^ We both attended his 
Prussian Majesty, and I presented Captain G;uy Dickens to him, who 
delivered his credentials : after which tSe King talked to us a quarter 
of an hour about indifferent matters. Seeing him in a rery good 
humour, 1 1 took^hat opportunity of telling him, ^^Tbat as G eneral 
Orumkow had denied hit having held a Secret^ Correspondence with 
Reichenbach, or having written the Letters I had some time ago de- 
livered to his Majesty, I was now ordered hy the King my Master to put 
into his hands an Original Letter of Ggneral Grumkow.'' 

—Where is that Original Letter ? ask some minute readers. 
Minute readers, the ipsissimum coipm of it is lost to manlfiiid. 
Official Copy of it lies safe here in the State-Paper Office 
(Prussian Despatches, volume xli. ; without date of its own, 
but near a Despatch dated 20th June 1730); has, adjoined 
to it, an Autograph Jotting by George Second to the effect, 
* Yes, send it/ bxiS^ also . some preliminary scribbles by New- 
castle, to the like puipoil;. ♦ No date of its own, say, 
though, by internal evidence and light of Fasmiminj^ it is 
conclusively dateable ^Bvlfn, S^th^May,’ if'iaiiybocly cared to 
date it. Letter mentions lightly that ^pretended dis- 

covery ’ (the St.-Mary-Axe one, laid on the table of Tobacco- 
Parliament, 6th May or soon after), ^^iniiocent^triftes a|l* I 
wrote ; hope you burnt them, nevertheless, according to 
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jpTomme ; yours to me I did burn as they came, and wiM defy 
the I)e¥il to prodnce brags of his Majesty’s fine spirits ; — . 
and isj Jotting and all^^ as insignificant a# Letter as any other 
portion of the ^ Rookery Colloquy,’ though its fate was a little 
more distinguisheci Pnissian Dryasdust is expected to give 
it in Fmsmile^ one day, — surely pio British Under-Secretary 
will exercise an unwise discretion, and forbid him that small 
pleasure ! — ^ 

which was an imcleniable proof of all the rest, and coaM not hut con- 
vince his Prussian Majesty of the truth of them.* — Well? 

He took the Letter from me, cast li^s eye upon it ; and seeing it to 
he Grumkow's hand, said to me with all the anger imaginable ’ (fancy 
the thunderhurst 1), ^ Me^si^tirs^ fai eu asse.z de ces ehoses Id ; threw ^ 
the Letter upon the ground, and immediately turning his hack went out 
of the room, and shut th^door^ipon us,* * 

—probably with a slam ! And that is the n^ked truth con- 
cerning this celebrfited Intercepted Let|er. Majesty Answered 
explosively, — ^liis poor h§^art being in a burdened and grieved 
condition, not unlike growing a haunted one, — ^ I have had 
enough of that stuff before ! k pitched the new specimen away, 
and stormily whirled out with a slam of the door. That he 
stamped wdth his foot, is guessable. That Ije ‘^lifted his foot 
as if to kick the Honourable English, Excellency,’^ which the 
English Excellency never could have stood, but must have 
died on the spot, — of this, though se^^eral Books have copied 
it from Wilhelmina, there is no vestige of evidence . and the, 
case is bad enough without this. 

Yonr Lordship will easily imagiife that Captain Guy Dickens and I 
were hot a little astonished at this most extraordinary behaviour. I 
took up the Letter J>e had thrownrupon'^tl^e floor* {ipdssimum cwpm of 
it lost to mankind, last seen gding into Hotfiam’s pocketin this manner); 

^ ' ^and returning home, immediately wrote one to^his Prussian Majesty, of' 
which 'a copy is here enclosed/ — Let us read thit essentijil Piece : sound 
substance, in very stiff indifferent French of Stratford,— which 'may as 
well be made English at once ; c 


^ Wilhelmina, i. 228. 



' CH. IV.] EXCELLENCY HO^’HAM QUITS BERLIN 265 

lotb July 1730] ^ I 

t To Ms Majesty the King of Prussia 

— It is with thci liveliest grief that I find myself under the 
necessity, — after what has passed today at the audience I had of yom;. 
Majesty, where 1 neither did nor said anj’^thing in regard to that Letter 
of Monsieur Grumkow’s or to putting it into your Majesty's hands, that 
was not hy Master s order,— it is, I say, Sire, with the liveliest grief 
that I am obliged to inform your Majesty of the necessity there lies on 
me to despatch a Courier to London to apprise the King my Master of an 
incident so surprising as the one that has just happened. For which 
reason I beg {supplie) your Majesty will be pleased to cause the necessary 
Orders for Post-horses to be furnished me, not only for the said Courier, 
but also for myself, — since, afte| what has just happened, it is not 
proper for me to prolong my stay here {faire un plus long sejour id), I 
have the honour to be, your Majesty's &c. &c. 

^ Chablbs HormM. ' 

» ^ 

% 

^ About two hours afterwards, General Borck came to me ; and told 
me He was in the, [^utmost aiSiction for what had happened ; and be- 
seeched mel:o have a little patience, and that he hoyed means would be 
found to make-up the matter to me. Afterwards he communicated to 
me, by word of mouth, the Answer the King of Prussia had given to tbe 
last Orders I had received by Captain Guy Dickens,' — Orders, Come 
home immediately," to which the Answer ” is conceivable. 

^ I told him that, after the treatment I had received at noon, and tbe 
affrcpit put^ipon the King my Master's character, I could no longer 
ceivS nor charge myself with anything that came from his Prussian 
Majesty. That as to what related to me personally, it was very easily 
made-up; but having done nothing but in obedience to the King luy 
Master’s orders, it belonged to him only to judge what satisfaction ivas 
•due for the indignity oiFered to his character. Wherefore I did not look 
upon ' myself as authorised to listen to any expedients till I knew his 
' Majesty's pleasure upon the matter, 

^'^In the evening, GeneraLfBorck nvrote a Letter to Captain Cruy 
Dickens and ^ two to me, the Copies of which are enclosed/ — fear not, 
reader I ^ The purport of them wa» to d^ire That I wo,u^d take no farther 
notice of what had happened, mh that the King of Prussia desired I would 
come and dine with him next day.' — Engaged otherwise, your Bfajesty, 
next day I ^ The Answer lo these Letters I also enclose to your Lord- 
ship/ — reader not to be troubled with it. ^ I exci:||ed myself Jroiii dinii-^"' 
with the King of Prussia, not thinking myself at liberty to*appear any 
more at Court till I received his Majesty's,' my own King's, ^commaads, 
and told General Borck that I looked upon myself as indispensably 
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oHiged to acc|tiaiiit tlio King my Master witli everytliing tliat had passed^ 
it being to m purpose to think of concealing itj, since the Ciing was 
already become public^ and would soon be known in all the Courts of 

Europe. ^ 

t ^TMs^ my Lord^ is the true state of this unaccountable accident. You 
mil see^ by General Borek's Letter^ tlmt the King of Prussia^ being now' 
returned to his senses, is himself convinced of the extravagancy of this 
proceeding ; and was very desirous 0/ having it concealed ; — which was 
impossible ; for the whole Town knew' it an hour after it had happened. 

^ As to my owui part, I am not little concerned at thfe unfortunate 
Incident. As it was impossible to foresee this lit of madness in the King 
of Prussia, there w^as no guarding against it : and after it had happened, 
I thought I could do no less than resent it in the manner I have done,-^ 
without prostituting the character with w^hich the King has been pleased 
to honour me. I hope, however, this affaii' will be attended with no ill 
consequences : for the King of Prussia himself is at present so ashamefi 
of his behaviour, that he says. He will order Count Degenfeld * (Grg^f von 
Degenfeld, going at a' leisu^*ely pace to remove Nosti from his perch 
among yoii)^ ^to hasten his journey to England, with orders to endeavour 
to make*-up the affair immediately. ^ ^ 

* As I had already received the King’s Orders, by Captain Guy Dickens, 
To return liome forth wilji, I thought, after what had happened, the 
sooner I left this place the better ; and the rather because it might be 
proper I should make a report ^f it to h|s Majesty, I shall therefore set 
out a few hours after this Messenger ; and will make all the expedition 
possible. 

*‘'^The King of Prussia sets out for Anspach oiv Saturday next,’ — lltli 
July is Tuesday, Saturday next wdli be iMi duly, wdiich proves correct.® 
^ I am, with the utmost respect. My Lord, Your Lordship’s most obedient 
and most humble servant, ChabIjES Hotham.’ 

No sooner was the door slammed-to ’'than his Majesty 
began to repent. At sight of the delnand for Post-horses, 
he ^repented bitterly; sent Bbrck ifo ask Hotham to dinner, 
; with what success we have seen. ^ Sent Borck to' negotiate^j, to 
correspond, to*^onsult ^’igth *Dickem, to do his utmost in paci-' 
fying 'Hotham. All which Correspondence exists, but is not 
worth giving. Borck’s remonstrances^ are in rugged soldier- 
like style, Jull of earnestness and friendliness. Do not WTeck, 

^ Siipxi, p, 239. , 2 Fassmanu, p. 410. 

' ® State-Paper; Office ! Frusslau Despatches, 'voi.'xIL** 
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upon' triflesj a noble interest we hav'e in common ; King is t 
jealous ^about foreign interference with bis Ministers^ but 
^ meant nothing ; I tell|you it is nothing ! — Hotham is polite^ ^ 
good-tempere 4 ; |)ut remains inflexible: With myself, on my« 
own score, it wei'e soon settled, or is already settled ; but with 
the King my Master, — ^no expedient but post-horses ! The 
Diplomatist world of Berlin is in a fuss ; Queen Sophie and 
Hhe Minist^j.' of Denmark,** with pther friendly Minister^, how 
busy ! ^ All day,’ this day and the next, ^ they spent in 

comings and goings ; ’ ^ advising Hotham to relent : Hotham 
could not relent. The Crow:^-Prince himself writes, urged by 
a message from his Mother; Crown-Prince sends Eatte off 
fi?om Potsdam with this Billet ^ (if this be a correct copy to 
translate from) % 

To Ewcillency Momieur the Chevalier Hotham 

‘Potsdam, lltli July 17 S 0 . 

' ^Monsieur, — H aving learned by M. de Leu\%ner/ tlie Danish Minister, 
a judicious well-affected man, ^what the King my Father’s ultimate 
intentions are, I cannot doubt but you wi?I yield to his desires. Think, 
Monsieur, that my happiness and my Sister’s depend on the resolution 
you shall take, and that your answer will mean the union or the disunicp 
forever of the two Houses I I flatter myself that it will be favourable, 
and that you will yield to my entreaties. I never shall forget such a 
service, but recognise it all my life by the most perfect esteem,’ -with 
which I now am. Tout a vous^ " Fb*ei>i?:iuc/ 

, This ' Billet Katte delivers : but to this also Hotham 
remains inexorable ; polite, hopeful even : No harm will come ; 
Degenfeld will go, I myself will help when at home; but^for 
th€% present, no resource hn^ post-horses ! Which they at 
last yield him, the very po^-horses re^dy to vrehp. 

« 

And so Hotham, spirited judicious English gentleman, rolls 

ofF homewards,® a few hours after his C»urier, — and retires* 

# 

^ Wiihelmina, i. 229, 230. ® 3M* I. 230, 

® « Wedisesday,’ 12th (Dickens). 
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honotirablj into the shades of private life^ steady there thence- 
forth* He has not been snccessfol in Berlin : surely hi^ 
Negotiation is now out in all manner of senses ! Long ago 
"(to use our former ignoble figure) he ha^. ^tiaid-dowii the 
l)ellows5 though there was. stilh smoke traceable**: but now^ 
by this Grumkow Letter, he has, as it were, ‘struck the polcer 
through the business ; and that dangerous manoeuvi'e, not 
proving successful, has beei\ fatal and final ! Queen Sophie ^ 
and certain others may still flatter themselves ; but it is 
evident the Negotiation is at last complete. What may lie 
in flight to England and rash desperate measures, which Queen 
Sophie trembles to think of, we do not know : but by regular 
negotiation this thing can never be. #♦ 

It is darkly appjehended the Crewn-Prince still meditates 
Flight ; the maternal heart and Willielniina’s are grieved to 
see Lieutenant Katte so much in his confidence, — could wish 
him a wiser counsellor in such predic|iments and eifiergencies ! 
Katte is greatly flattered by the Prince's confidence; even 
brags of it in society, with his foolish loose tongue. ■ Poor 
youth, he is of dissolute w«»*ys ; has plenty of ^ unwise intellect,' 
little of the ^ wise ' kind ; and is still under the years of dis- 
, cyetion. ■ To%vards Wilhelmina there is traceable in him 
something, — something as of almost loving a bright particular 
star, or of thrice-privately worshipping it for his own behoof. ^ 
And Wilhelmina, during the late liadewitz time, when 
Mamma ® gave four Apartments (or Royal Soirees) weekly^ 
'ivas severe upon him, and inaccessible ijj these Court Soirees. 
A rash young fool ; carries loose tongue : — still worse, has a 
Miniature, recognisable as Wilhelmina ; and would not give it 
up, either for^ the Queeifs ^Majesty or me ! — Thousand und 
thousand pardons, High Ladies both mjr lopse tongue ^ shall 
be locked ‘/but these two Miniatures, the Prince and Princess 
^Royal, I copied them from two the Prince had lent me and 
has got back, ask** me not for these ; — never, oh, I cannot 
ever i ' — Upon which Wilhelmina had to take a high attitude, 
and pass him speechless in the Soirees* The fooMsh fellow : 
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— and yet one is not lieartily angry either; only reserved ^ 
in the Soirees ; and anxious about one’s Brother in such 
hands. ^ 

Friedrich Will^lm repents much that Hotham explosion ;* 
is heard saying that he will not again treat in person with any 
Envoy from foreign parts, being of too hot temper, but will 
leave his Ministers to do it.^ To Queen Sophie he says coldly, 

® Wilhelmin£8»’s marriage, then, is (lolf ; an end to it Ahhess 
of Herford ’ (good Protestant refuge for unpxwided Females of 
Quality, which is in our gift), ^ let her be Abbess there ; ’ — 
and writes to the then extant Abbess to make Willielmina 
Coadjutress,’ or Heir-Apparent to that Chief-Nuiiship i 
Nay what is still more mortifying, mf Brother says, ^ On the 
whole, I had better, hadi not I?’ The.. kernel Brother; but 
indeed the desperate ! — ^For things are mounting to a pitch 
in this Household^ 

Queen J^ophie’s thoughts, — they are not yst of surrender ; 
that they will never be, while a breath opf life is left to Queen 
Sophie and her Project : we may fancy Queen Sophie’s moocL 
Nor can his Majesty be in a 'sweet tbmper ; his vexations lately 
have been many. First, England is now off, not ofF-aiid-oii as 
formerly : that coi^ifortable possibility, hanging always m 
one’s thoughts, is fairly gone ; and now we have nothing but 
the Kaiser to depend on for Jlilich and Berg, and the other 
elements of our salvation in this world 1 Then the St.-Mary- 
'Axe discoveries, harassing shadow's of suspicion that will rise 
from them, and the unseemly Hotham catastrophe and one’s 
own blame in it; Wom^Hnd*and tiousehold still virtually 
rebellious, and all things going a^vry ; Majesty is in the w^Orst 
humour ; — bullies and outi|i^s hi^ poor Crowu:|,”Priiice almost 
•worse than ever.i» There have been ra1:tan-showers, hideous to 
think of, descending this very w'eek ® on the fine head, and far 
into the high heart of a Royal Young Man ; who cannot, 314 
the name of manhood, endure, and.^iust’^not, in the name of 

^ ^ ^ Dickens’s %spatch, Berlin, 22d July (n.s.) 1730. 

^ Guy Dickens’s Despatch, i8th July 1730. 
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sonlioodij resist, and vainly calls to all tlie gods to teg,cli Mm 
what Ee stall do in this intolerable inextricable state of matters# 

Fate and these Two Black- Artists *have driven Friedrich 
">Wilhelni nearly mad ; and he, in turn, is driving everybody 
so. He more than suspects Friedrich of an intention to fly ; 
wliieli is horrible to Friedrich Wilhelm : anfl yet he bullies 
him occasionally, as a spiritless wretch, for bearing such treat- 
ment? Cannot you reiiou]i?ce the Heir-Apparei4ship, then ; 
your little Brother is a fine youth. Give it up; and go, 
unmolested, to the — in fact to the Devil : Cannot you ? — 

^ If your Majesty, against the l^nour of my Mother, declare 
that I am not your eldest son : Yes,«so ; not otherwise, ever ! ’ 
modestly but steadily persists the young man, whenever thfe 
expedient is proposed to him, — as ^perhaps it already some- 
times is. Whereat the desperate Father can only snort 
indignantly futile. A case growing nearly desperate. 
Desperate, yes, - on all hands : unless one had the * high 
mast’’ above alluded >.o, with two pulleys and ropes; and 
could see a certain Pair of Scoundrels mount rapidly thit|)Lei’, 
what hope is there for ai:ybody ? A violent crisis does not 
last, however; that is one certainty in it. Either these 
agonistic human beings, young and old, will ail die, all go^ to 
Bedlam, with their intolerable woes ; or else something of " 
explosive nature' will take place amoiig them. The maddest 
boil, unless it kill you with its torments, does at length burst, 
and become an abscess. 

^ , 

Of course Cap-tain Dickfiis, the instant Hotliam was 
goii-e, hastened privily to see the Crown-Prince ; sa-w Katte 
and him ■ ^ at ^ the Gate erf the Potsdam Palace at nSd- 
night, or, in some oXher less romantic way; — read' Mm ^ 
the Windsor Paper of ' ^ ImtrmtiomJ known to us; /and 
. preached from that text. , No definite countenance from 
England, che reverie rather, your ^ Highness sees; — ^how can 
there be ? Give it up, your Highness ; at least delay it !•■ — 
^ Willielmma ; Rankej t 301. 
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Crowii»|*rmce does Bot give it up a wmt ; whetlier he delays 
•it, we shall see. 

A ' busy week for tlte Crown-Prince and Katte, this of the 
Hotham Cata^tiipphe ; who , have many consultations, thi# 
Journey to Anspach being on Saturday next ! Crown-Prince 
has given him in keeping a writing-case with private letters ; 
1,000 ducats of money, money raised by loan, by picking 
jewels off some miniatures of honour, and the like sore methods. 
Katte has Ms very coat, a gray topcoat or travelling roquelaure, 
in keeping ; — -and their schemes are many. Off we must and 
will be, by some opportur^ty. Could not Katte get a 
Recruiting Furlough,’ leave to go into the Reich on that score ; 
Qnd join one there ? Lieutenant Kefth is at Wesel ; ready, 
always ready. Into Frai^ce, into Hojland^ England ? If the 
English would not, — there is war to be in Italy, say all the 
Newspapers : why not a campaign as Volunteers in Itaiy, till 
we,, saw ilow matters ifent? Anything ai^ all things are 
preferable to ignominy like this. No 4og could endure it ! — 

* CHAPTER V j 

JOURNEY TO THE REICH 

On Saturday the iSth July 1730, early in the morning as 
his wont was, Friedrich Wilhelm, with a small train of official 
military persons, roUajJ-off from Potsdam, towards Leipzig, on 
that same journey of his, Jowardg Anspach and the Reich. To 
Anspach, to see our poor young daughter, lately married thdte ; 
th*efrom we can have a nm inio the Reich^ according to 
circumstances. Jn this wide route th8re lie many Courts and 
scenes, which it might behove us to look into ; Courts needing 
to be encouraged to stand for the Kaiser’s rights, against thos^ 
English, French and intrusive Foreigners of the Seville Treaty. 
We may hope at least to ease our own heavy mind, and have 
the chaff sdmewhat blown out of it, by this rushing through the 
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open atmosphere. — Sucii^ so far as I can gather, were Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s objects in this Journey; which timied-oiit to be a* 
more celebrated one than he expected. '.?The authentic records 

it are slight, the rumours about it have been^iany.^ After' 
painful sifting through mountains of dust and: ashes for a poor 
cinder of a feet here and there, our duty is, to tell the English 
reader^ one good time, what certainties, or available cinders, 
have anywhere turned up. .t <t 

Crown-Prince Friedrich, it has been decided, after some 
consultation, shall go with his Majesty. Better he go with us, 
to be under our own eyes, lesfe he run away, or do other 
mischief. Old General Buddenbrock, old Colonel Waldau, 
and Lieutenaipt-ColoneP Rocliow travel in the same carriage 
with the Prince ; arg to keep a strict watch over him, ose of 
them at least to be always by him. Old General Buddenbrock, 
a grinHnut human old military gentleman, ^rlio has been in 
all manner of wms : he fought at Sten^nkirk even, aiid in the 
Siege of Namui-, undei>J)atch William ; stood, through Mah 
plaquet and much else, under Marlborough ; did the Sieg^f 
Stralsiind too, and descent to Riigen there, which w^as not his 
first acquaintance with Karl of Sw^eden ; and is ■ a fevourite 
oM friend of Friedrich ”\¥ilhelm’s, A gftod old gentleman, 
though very strict ; now hard on sixty. He is chief of the 
Three. 

OM Waldau, not younger, though still only Colonel of 
Horse, likewise celebrates the Malplaquet anniversary ; ^ 
Pomeranian man, and silent smoker in Tabagie, well seen, 
by ^the master there. To^ these^ two elderly authorities, 
Lieutenant-Colonei Rochow, still only about forty, and probably 
sharper .of e3J"e,.is adjoined m acteve partner. I conclude, the 
Prince and BiiddenbrocIT ride face forward ; Buddenbrock can 
tell him about so many things, if he. is conversable: 'about 

^ Forster (iiL i-ii) coxfiains Seckendorfs Narrative, assent to Vienna; Preuss 
(iv» 470), a Fruss,ian ex'^Ac^hi these are the only two pieces 

which I have seen ; Excerpts of others (correct doubtless, but not in a very 
distinct condition) occur in Eanke, i. 294-340. 
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Dutch William; about Charles xn., whose Polish fights he 
* witnessed^ ,as an envoy from Berlin, long ago. A Colonel 
Krocher, I find, is geijeral manager of the Journey ; — ^aiid it 
does not, escape iiotice that Friedrich, probably out of youthful 
curiosity, seems\always very «inxious to know, to the uttermost 
settled point, where our future stages are to be. His Royal 
Highness laid-in a fair stock of District Maps, especially of 
the Rhine Countries, at Leipzig, too ; ^ and is assiduous in 
studying them, — evidently very desirous to know the face of 
German)?', the Rhine Countries in particular ? 

Potsdam, Wittenb»g, LeiT)zig, the wheels rush rapidly on, 
stage succeeding stage ; #nd early in the afternoon we are at 
Leipzig, — never looking out at Luther’s vestigeg, or Karl v.’s, 
or thinking about Luthcjr, which thou and I, good English 
reader, would surely have done, in crossing Wittenberg and 
the birthplace of^Protestantism. At Leipzig we were l&inking 
to have-diied. At the^ Peter’s Gate there,-|--wliere at least 
fresh horses are, and a topographic ^f rown-Prince can send 
hastily to buy maps, — a General Hopfgarten, Commandant of 
the Town, is out with the military honours ; he has, as we 
privately ki^ow, an excellent dinner ready in the Pleissenburg 
Fortress yonder,^ — -but he compliments to a dreadful exteiiit ! 
Harangues and compliments in no end of florid inflated 
tautologic ornamental balderdash ; repeating and again 
repeating, What a never-imagined honour it is ; in particular 
^ saying three times over, How the Majesty of Saxony, King 
August, had he knofn, would have wished for wings to fly 
hither ; and bowing to the very ^ground, <= as if, in the Polish 
manner, he wished to clasp your feet,’ said Friedrich WillTaki 
afterwards, I can fancy Friedrich J^^ilhelm somewhat startled i 
How,' at the firs| mention this idea? of big August, with Ms 
lame foot, taking wing,, and coming like a gigantic partridge, 
with lame foot and cocked-hat, Friedrich Wilhelm pinned. 
How,, at the second mention, and Polish threat of* your feeCj 
Friedrich Wilhelm, who hates all^iies, and cares not for 

^ Forstef; Hi 2. * Map, p. 312. s Fassmann, p. 410. ^ 



ST4 SHIPWRECK OF D0U3BLE-MARRIAGE [bk. vii. 

^ ^ ^ f 3 : 5 tli- 3 ist July 1730 

salutations in the market-place, jerks himself impatiently and 
saves Ms feet. At the third mention, clear it is, Friedrich J 
Wilhelm utters the word, ^ Anspannen^ Horses !** — and in very 
timtli takes to the road again ; hungry indeed, Jiiit still angrier; 
leaving Hopfgarteii bent into the' shape of a prkubola, and Ms 
gi’aiid dinner cooling futile, in what tragic iiumour we can 
imagine,^ Why has no Prussian Painter done that scene? 
Let another Chodowiecki, when another comes, try whether 
he cannot. 

Friedrich Wilhelm regretted the dinner, regretted to hurt 
the good man’s feelings ; but could stand it no longer. He 
rushes off for Meuselwitz, where Sackendorf, with at least 
silence, and some cold collation instead of dinner, is awaiting 
him. Twenty miles off is MeuselwHz ; up the flat valky of 
the Pleisse River towards Altehburg ; through a region 
niemoF^le, were we not so hungry. Famed, fights have had 
their arena here Liitzen, the top of its church-steeple visible 
on your right, it is the^e where the great Gustaras fell two 
hundred years ago : on that wide champaign, a kind of 
Bullring of the Nations, how many fights have been, and will 
be ! Altenburg, one does not see to-night : happy were we 
but at Meiiselwitz, a few miles nearer, and had seen what 
' dinner the old Feldzeugmeister has. 

Dinner enough, we need not doubt. The old Feldzeug- 
meister has a big fine Schloss at Meuselwitz ; his by unexpected 
inheritance ; with uncommonly fine gardens ; with a good old* 
Wife, moreover, blithe though childless ;-s-and he is capable 
of lighting more than one candle'' when a King comes to visit 
Mnal Doubtless the man hurls his Ihrift into abeyance and 
'blazes-out with conspicuous ^splendour, on this occasion, •A 
beautiful Castle indeed, this MeuseTwitz of his^ the towers of 
Altenburg visible in the distance ; Altenburg, where Kunz von, 

. Kauffungen stole the two little Princes, centmies ago. where 
vfe do not mean to fmuse^t this time. On thenioixow morn-, 
ing, — ^unless they chose to stay over Sunday, which I cannot 
^ Fassmann, p. 41 1, 
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affirm or deny, — Seckendorf also has made his packages ; aa4 
joms*himself to Friedrich Wilhelm's august travelling party. 
Doing here a portion of the long space (length of the 
Terrestrial Equator ‘in all) which he is fated to accomplish#iii 
the way of ndihg with that Monarch. 

From Meniselwitz, through Altenburg, Gera, Saalfeld^ to 
Coburgj is our next day's journey. Up one fork of the 
Leipzig Pleisse^ then across the Leipzig Elster^ these* streams 
now dwindling to brooks ; leading us up to the water-shed or 
central Hill-countries between the Mayn and Saale Mivers ; 
where the same shower will run partly, on this hand, north- 
ward, by the Elster, Pleissl or other labyrinthic course, into 
the Saale, into the Elbe ; and partly, on the other hand, will 
flow southward into the Mayn ; and so, after endless windings 
in the Fir Mountains (;^Fiehtel*Geh%fge)fgdt by Frankfurt into 
the Rhine at Mainz. Mayn takes the south eiic|^of your 
shower I Saal^ takes the north, — or farther east yonder, 
shower will roll down^nto the same grandf Elbe-river by the 
Mulde (over which the Old Dessauer is minded to build a new 
sionc.' bridge; Wallenstein and ^that's, as well as Time, have 
ruined many bridges there). That is the line of the primeval 
mountains, and their ever-flowing rain-courses, in those payts. 

At Gera, dim “^old Town, — does not your Royal Highness 
well know the ^ Gera Bond {Geraische VeHrag) ' ? Diihan did 
not forget to inform you of that ? It is the corner-stone of 
the House of Brandenburg's advancement in the world. Here, 
by'/your august ancestors, the Law. of , Primogeniture %vas 
settled, and ' much rubbish was annihilated in the House of 
Brandenburg : Eldest ■ Sbn always to inherit the Elecftorate 
l^nbroken; after Anspach^and Baireuth no more apanages, 
upon any cause or prettxt whatso®ver ; and^ these themselves 
to lapse irrevocable to the main or Electoral House, should 
they ever fall vacant again. Fine fruit of the decisive sense 
that' was in the Hohenzollerns ; of «their line talent *?or 
annihilating rubbish, — ^which feat,*®!! a man can do it, and 
; keep dopg it, will more than most others accelerate his course 
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ill' tMS'^world* It was in this dim old Town of Gera, in the 
Year 1598, by him that had the twenty-three children/ that 
the ® Gem Bond'^ was brought to parchment. But indeed it 
w%s intrinsically only a renewal, more solemnly sanctioned,' of 
Albert Achilles's Mans Ordimng (House-Order), in 1478, 
above a century earlier,— 

But see, we are under way again. His Prussian Majesty 
rushes ferward without pause ; -will stop nowhere, escjspt where 
business demands ; no Majesty of his day travels at such a 
speed. Orlamunde an hour hence, — ^j’'our Royal Highness has 
heard of Oi'Iamunde and its famed Counts of a thousand years 
back, when Kaiser Redbeard was in the^ world, and the Junior 
Hohenzollern, tired of ha’^ldng, came down from the Hills to ^ 
him? Orlamimde (Orlamowi^A) is not^far off, on our right : 
and this itself is the Orla ; rthis pleaTsant streamlet we are now 
quitting^vhich has borne us company for some time : this too 
will get into the Saale, and be at Magdeburg, quite obeyond 
the Dessaueris Bridge, early tomoiTow. Ha, here at last is 
Sajilfeld, Toto and Schloss, and the incipient Saal itself : Ms 
Serene Highness Saalfeld-Col^urg's Ijttle Meddenz ; — pvsfcsbiy 
Ms Majesty will call on Mm, in passing ? I have no doubt he 
does ; and transacts the civilities needful. 

Christian' Ernst, whose Schloss this is, a gentleman of Ms' 
Majesty's age (born 1683), married an amiable Fr&ulem not 
of quality, whom indeed the Kaiser has ennobled : he lives 
here, — think, courting the shade rather ; and rules conjointly 
with his younger Brother, or Half-Brotherj^Franz Josias, who 
resides at Coburg. Dukes of Saalfdd- Coburg,, such is their 
' style,, .and in good part their possession ; though, it is well 
known to this travelling party and^the world, there has been 
a Lawsuit about Coburgothfs half-century and more; and 
though somewhere about SOO ^ Conclusa^'^^ or D&rees of^ Aulic 
Council, have beexr given in favour of the Saalfelders, their/ 
riVids of Memingen i&ever end. Nor will end jet, for five 

r 

^ Micbaelis, i, 524, 51S5 BUsching, En^hschrsikmg^ vi. 2464; CErtei, t. 74; 
Hiibner, i, X66. 
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year% more to come; till, m 1735, *206 Conclma being 
^ given,'* they do end, and leave the Saalfelders in peaceable 
possession; who colijinne so ever since to this day.^ EIpw 
long his M^sly paused in that Schloss of Saalfeld, or what 
he there did,j( or what he spake, — except perhaps encourage 
Christian Ernst to stand-by a Kaiser'*s Majesty against these 
French insolences, and the native German, Spanish,'^Eiiglisli 
derelictions of duty, — we are'' left to the vaguest guess of 
fancy. And must get on to Coburg for the night. 

At Coburg, in it^nug valley, under the Festung or Hill 
Castle, — where Martin Lufiier sat solitary during the Diet of 
Augsburg (Diet known to us, our ol^d friend Margraf George 
of Anspach hypothetically * laying his head-on the block ^ 
th^re, and the great Kaiser, Karl pr&tically burning day- 
light, with pitiable spilling of wax, in the Cor^^-CIiristi 
procession thefe),^ — ^ivhere Martin Luther sat solitary, and 
wrote tliat celebrated Letter about *CiWs holding their 
ParliaiSent all round,’ and how * the ?illars of the world were 
seen by anybody, and yet the world is held up, in these 
dumb continents of space"; — ^at Coburg, we will not doubt, 
his Majesty found Franz Josias at home, and illuminated to 
receive him. Fratiz Josias, a hearty man of thirty-five, he too 
will stand by the Kaiser in these coming storms ? With a 
'ireak contingent truly, perhaps some score or two of fighters : 
but many a little makes a niickle 1 — ^remark, however, two 
points, of a^ merely genealogical nature. First that Franz 
Josias has, or ratB.er*, is, .going to have, a Younger Son,® wbo 
; in some sixty years henc« will become dreadfully celebral?^d in 
' the streets of Paris, as ■* Austrian Coburg.’ The Austrian 
Coburg of Robespierre .^3d Company. AM immeasurable 
terror and portent, — ^not much harm in him, either, when lie 
actually comes, with nothing but the Duke of York and 
Dunkirk for accompaniment, — to those «revoluticgiary Fren^ 
of 1792-4. This is point ^rst Roint second is perhaps Mill 

^ Carlyle’^ Miscellanus^ vii. § Frinzenr&nh ® Antea, ¥ol. L p* zoo* 

® Friedrich Josias; 1737-1815. « • 
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more interesting ; this namely : That Franz Josias 1ms an 
Eldest Son (boy of six when Friedrich Wilhelm makes ' his 
a Gbakdsox's Guaxdsox of whom isj, at this clay, ^ 
Prince of Wales among the English People; to me a 
subject of intense reflection now and then ! — - ' 

From Coburg, Friedrich Wilhelm, after pause again 
iiiiknom, rushed on to Bamberg ; new scenes and ever new 
opening on the eyes of our young Hero and his Papa. The 
course is down the valley of the Itz, one of the many little 
valleys in the big slope of the Rodach ; for the waters are 
ROW turned, and all streams and brooks are gurgling incessantly 
towards the Mavii. Towards Frankfurt, Mainz, and the 
Rhine, — far elioiigh from the Saale, Mulde, or the Old 
Dessaiieris Bridge today ; towards Solterdam and the utter- 
most I^tch swamps today. Near upon Bamberg cross 
the Mayn itself; Red Mayn and White cofljomed|^ coming 
from Ciilmbach and Baireuth, — that, your Highness. 
A country of pleasant nills and vines : and in an hour hence, 
through thick fir-woods, — each side of your ' road 
decked with gibbeted thieves swinging aloft/— you arrive at 
Bamberg; chief of Bishoprics, the venei’able towm ; whose 
Bishop, famous in old times, is like an Arclihisliop, and ^ gets 
his pallium direct from ■ the Pope/ — ^much good may it do 
him * Is bound, however, to give-up his Territory, if the 
Kaiser elected is landless,*’ — far enough from likely now. And 
so, you are at last fairly in the Mayn Valley ; River Mayn * 
itself a little step to north ; — lo*?g coHirse and many wide 
windings between you and Mafnz or Frankfurt, not to speak 
of Rotterdam, and the ultimate Dutch sw^amps. 

At Bamberg*: w'hy should a Prussian Majesty linger, except' 
for picturesque or for mere baiting purposes P"*' At Bamberg 
are certain fat Catbolic Canons, in indolent, opulent ' circum- 

r. 

** i!» O 

^ Pollnitz, ilfww2>i* (English Translation, London, i 745 )> t 209. 

Let me say again, this is a different Book from the ^ Mem&irs of Fdllnitzf; and 
a still different from the Memoh‘€n^ or ‘ Memoirs of Brandenburg Pdllnite',: 
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stances ; and a couple of sublime Palaces, without any Bishop# 
in them at present. Nor indeed does one much want Papist 
Bishops, wherever they get their pallium ; of them as well 
keep to wind^vard 1 Aiinks- his Majesty. And indeed there is 
no Bishop here? The present Bishop of Bamberg, — one of 
those Von Schdnborns, Counts, sometimes Cardinals, coinmon 
in that fat office, — ^is a KaisePs Minister of State ; lives at 
Vienna, enveloped in red tape, as %vell as red liSt and 
stockings ; and needs no exhortation in the Kaiser^’s favour. 
Let us yoke again, and go. — Fir-w^oods all round, and dead 
malefactors blackening in the wind : this latter point I know 
of the then Bamberg;* and have explanation of it. Namely, 
that the Prince-Bishop, though a hmnane Catholic, is obliged 
to act so. His small Domain borders on some six or seven 
bigger sovereignties ; ancf, being ^Ecclesiastical, is made a 
cesspool to the neighbouring scoundrelism ; whic^,.^tate of 
things t;his Prince-Bishop has said shall cease. Young 
Friedrich may look, therefore, and ol^ FrieJrich Wilhelm and 
Suite ; and make of it wdiat they can. 

through Erlangen, #to Nurnberg;'’' so runs the 
way. At Erlangen there loiters now, recruiting, a certain 
Rittmeister von Katte, cousin to our Potsdam Lieutenant and 
confidant ; to him this transit of the Majesty and Crown- 
Prince must be an event like few, in that stagnant place. 
French Refugees are in Erlangen, busy building new straight 
streets ; no University as yet ; — ^nay a high Dowager of 
Baireuth is in it, ..somewhat exuberant Lady (friend Weissen- 
fels’s Sister), on whom Friedrich Wilhelm must call in passing 
This high 'Widow of Baireuth is not Mother of the pf^-esent 
Heir-Apparent there, whq wi|I wed our Wiilielmina one 
day : — ah no, his Mdther was « ‘ divr^ycst for iveighty 
reasons ’ ; ^ and his Father yet lives, in the single state ; a 
comparatively prosperous gentleman these four years last past ; 
Successor, since four years past, of this Tiady’s Husband, wRo 
was his Cousin-german. Dreadfully poor before that/ the 
* ^ Hiibner, t. iSi. 
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preseat Margraf of Baireuth, as we once explained; bat now 
things are looking up with him again, some Jingle of hioney 
heard in the cofihrs of the man ; and his eldest Prince, a fine' 
ypang fellow, only apt to stammer a little wh^n agitated, is 
at present doing the return part of the Grana coming 

home by Geneva, they say. 

Rittmeister von Katte, I doubt not, witnesses this transit of 
the incognito Majesty, this aril upon the exuberant. Dowager ; 
but can have little to say to it, he. I hope he is getting tall 
recruits here in the Reich ; that will be the useful point for 
him. He is our Lieutenant Ratter’s Cousin, an elder and wiser 
man than the Lieutenant. A ReiJshsgigaf s and Field-marshaFs 
nephew, he ought to get advanced in his profession; — -and.*^ 
can hope to do so when he has deserved it, not sooner at ^11, 
in that thrice-fortunate Country. ^ Let the Rittmeister here 
keep 14 |gself well apart from what is not his business, and 
look-out for tall men. 

.Bamberg is halfway-house between Coburg and Niirnberg ; 
whole distance of Coburg and Niiniberg,- — say a hundred 
and odd miles, — is only a fair day> driving for a 
And at Niirnberg, surely, we must lodge for a night and 
portion of a clay, if not for, more. 'On the morrow, it is but 
a tfiirty-five miles drive to Anspach ; pleasant in the summer 
evening, after all the sights in this old Niirnberg, city of 
the Noricans {Norkorum Burgumy Trading Staple of the 
German world in old days ; Toyshop of the German world in 
these new. Albert Dmefs and Hans Sa<^’s City, — mortals 
infinitely indifferent to Friedrich WSiiehiT. But is it not the 
seed-^'rouiid of the Hohenzoilerns, this Niirnberg, memorable 
above^ cities to a Prussian Majesty ? Yes, there in that old 
white Castle, nPw very peaceable, they dweltj considerably 
liable to bickerings and mutinous heats ; and needed all their 
skill and strength to keep matters straight. It is now upon 
S€ven-hundr«‘d years since the Cadet of Hohenzollern gave his 
hawk the slip, patted Ms"'* dog for the l^t time, and 'Came 
down from the Rough- Alp countries hitheiward. ' And found' 
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favour^ not unmerited I fancy, with the great Kaiser Bed- « 
• beard, and the fair Heiress of the Vohburgs; and in fact, 
with the Earth and,|With the Heavens in some degree, A 
loyal, clever, ^id^galknt ki%d of young fellow, if your Majesty 
will think ? Much has 'grown and waned since that time : 
but the Hohenzollerns, ever since, are on the waxing hand ; 
— unless this accursed Treaty of Seville and these English 
Matches pi?t a stop to them ? ^ 

Alas, it is not likely Friedrich Wilhelm, in the hurry and 
grating whirl of things, had many poetic thoughts in him, 
or pious auroral memories ^from the Past Ages, instead of 
grambly dusty provocations from the present, — ^his feeling, 
haste mainly, afid need of getting through ! The very Crown- 
Prince, I should guess, ^ was as good as iiidiiferent ,to this 
antique Cadet of the Hohenzollerns ; and looked on Nurnberg 
and the old whije Castle with little but ennui : tlMS'-d^Pincess 
of EnglaAd, and black gares on her beautiful account and his 
own, possess him too exclusively. B^t in truth we do not 
. know what day they arrived or departed ; much less 
they did or felt in that old'<^ity. We know only that 
the pleasant little town of Anspach, with its huge unfinished 
Schhss^ lay five-an^ij-thirty miles away ; and that thither 
the next and quasi-final bit of driving. Southwestward thirty- 
five miles ; through fine summer hills and dales ; climbing 
always, gently, on the southward hand ; still drained by the 
•..Mayn Eiver, by the Eegnitz and other tributaries of the 
Mayn: — half-way is JEIeilsbronn,^ ■ with its old Monastery; 
where the bones of our'^Hohejptzollern Forefethers rest, and 
Albert Achilles’s * skull,'' with no sutures visible.’ On ''the 
glbomy Church-walls their memorials are still legible : as for 
the Monastery itself, Margraf Georg^, our me^iorable Refer- * 
mation friend, abolished that, — purged the monks away, and 

Not Heilbroniis the well-known, much larger Town in. Wilftemberg, §0 or 
100 miles to westward. Both names {which Ire applied to still other places) 
signify Sealth- Welij or even ffdy- — these two words, Beaiikp and Moly 

(what is very remarkable), being the same in old Teutonic speech. 
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«piit Schoolmasters in their stead; who were long of good 
renown in those parts, but have since gone to Erlangein, so to ^ 
speak. The July sunset streaming ov^r those old spires of 
Heilsbimii might awaken thoughts in a Prussian Majesty, 
w'ere he not in such haste. * ' f 

At Anspacli, what a thi’ice-hospi table youthfully joyful 
widconie from the young married couple there ! Margravine 
Fredefika is still not quite sixteen ; ^ beautiful Day,’ and 
rather foolish : fancy her joy at sight of Papa’s Majesty and 
Brother Fritz ; and how she dances about, and perhaps bakes 
‘ pastries of the finest Anspach flour.’ Ah, dM you send me 
Berlin sausages, then, you untrue Papa ? Well, I will bake 
for you, won’t I ; — Sarah herself not more loyally (whom we» 
read of in Ge?i€sis)^ that time the Angels entered her tent in , " 
a hungry condition ! — * ^ 

we hint, has an unfinished l^alace, of a size 
that might better^ beseem Paris or London ; Palace begun by 
former Margraves, once and again for want of cash ; 

stands there as a sad monument of several things ; — the yoj^jgT 
family living meanwhile hw some «6oIid comfortable'''*^!n^or 
adjacent edifice, of natural dimensions. They are so young, 
as,^ve say, and not' too wise. By and by they had a son, and 
then a second son ; which latter came to manhood, to old 
age ; and made some noise in the foolish parts of the News- 
; pape;j;*s, — -winding up finally at Hammersmith, as we often 
explain ; — and was the last of the Anspach-Baireuth Mar- ^ 
sraves. I have heard farther that Frederika did not "want for 
temper, as the Holieiizollerns seldom do ; that her Husband 
likewise liad his own stock of it,’*’ rather scant of vdsdom 
‘withal ; and that their life iiqt quite syniphonioiis always, , 
e'speeially ca*ih being short. Tine Dow^aggr Margravine,, 
Margrafs Mother, had governed with great prudence during 
her Son’s long minority. I think she is now, since the mar- 
riige, gone^to reside at her fHUzmtsiis (I)owager-Seat) of 
PeucMwang ■{twenty miles south-west of us); but may have 
come up to welcome the Majesties into these parts. Very 
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beatitifiil, I hear ; still almost young and ciiarmiiig^ thougli 

; there is a mortal malady upon her, which she kiio%vs Here 
are certain Seckendoifs too, this is the FeHzeugaieistefs 
^ native country there Vr^ resources for a Royal Travel-* 
ling-Party^ H<|w long the Royal Party staid at Anspach I 
do not know ; nor what they did there, — except that Crown- 
Prince Friedrich is said to have privately asked the young 
. Margraf to lend him a pair of riding-horses, and say nothing 
of it ; who, suspecting something wrong, w^as obliged to make 
protestations and refuse. 

As to the Crown-Prince, there is no doubt but here at last 
things are actually confing to a crisis with him. To say^ 
truth, it has been the young man'^s ffxed purpose ever since 
he eritered on this Journey, p.ay,was fver Mnce that ignominy 
in the Camp of Radewitz, to run aw^ay ; — and indeed all this 
while he has measures going on with Katte at BerlW© the 
now-or-never sort. Rasli* young creatures, eldtr of them hardly 
' above five-and-twenty yet : not good a% contriving measures* 
‘Iiu''h'5d}a£ t^^ Human nature cannot stand this always; 
and it is time there were 5,n encf of deliberating. Can we 
ever have such a chance again ? — ^^¥hat I find of certain con- 
cerning Friedrich v4iile at Anspach is, That there conies hy 
way of Erlangen, 'guided forward from that place by the Ritt- 
meister von Katte, a certain messenger and message, which 
■proved of deep importance to his Roj^'al Highness. The i!ieS'- 
senger was Lieutenant Katte’s servant : who has come express 
from Berlin hither. * ’^e^quired, on the road, as he was 
.bidden, at Eriaxigen, of R!l^stePs*Cousin, the experienced 
" meister, 4¥here his Royal Highness at present ivas, that*" he 
. might deliver a Letter to^htm.^ « The Mastei^ Cousin, who 
answered natura4iy, At Anspach,’ knew nothing, and naturally 
could get to know nothing, of what the message in this Letter 
w^as. But he judged, from cross-questioipiigs, added to cliij% 
whispering rumours he had heard, ihat it wa% questionable, 

^'F 6 pnitz,Mfmzrs and Letters, u 209 (date, 29t!i September 1729;— needs 
waickmg' before believing). 
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probably in an extreme degree, Wberefore^ along witli Ms 
Cousin the Lientenanf s messenger to Anspach, the Bittmeister 
forwarded a Note of Ms own to Lieutenant-Colonel Bochow^ 
%f tills purport j ^ As a friend, I t'arn you, l:|^ve*a watchful eye 
on your high charge !" — and, for his own sha^e, determined to 
let nothing escape him in Ms corner of the matter, TMs^ 
note ±o Rochoiv, and the Berlin Letter for the Crown-Prince, 
reach Anspach by the same hand ; Lieutenant Katte^s express, 
conscious of nothing, delivering them both, Rochow and the 
Rittmeister, though the poor Prince does not know it, are 
broad awake to all movements: he and the rash Lieutenant' 
may make, ' 

Lieutenant Katte, iii this Letter now arrived, complains ; 
‘ That he never ye^ can get recigaiting furlough ; whether it 
be by accident, or that Rochow has given my Colonel a hint, 
no fiijthiugli yet to be had : will, at worst, come without fur-' 
lough and in spite of all men and things, w^henei’^er wanted. 
Only— Wesel still, if might advise !’ This is the substance 
of ICatte’’s message by ex|iress. Date must be the en^j3il^ialy 
17 SO; but neither Date/nor Letter is now anywhere pro- 
ducible, except from Heai^say. 

- Deeply pondering these things, what shall the poor Prince 
do ? From Canstatt, close by Stuttgard, a Town on our 
liomew’-ard route,- — from Canstatt, where Katte was to ^ ^ appear 
in disguise,’ had the furlough been got, one might have slipt 
away across the Hills. It is but eighty miles to Strasbur^ 
through the Eniebiss Pass, where^.ie'^furg, the Kinzig, and 
the ^intricate winding mountain streams and valleys start 
^ Rhine- ward : a labyrinthic rock-and-forest countrj?', where 
pursuit or tracking were impossible. Near by Strasburg is 
Count Rothenburg’s Chateau ; good Rotheiiburg, long Minis- 
ter in Berlin, — ^wlio saw those Prqfijsmi^ or Sca%’^enger-Execu- 
Jioners in French costume long since, and w^as always good to 
moi.: — might not that be-a method? Lieutenant Keith indeed 
is in Wesel, waiting only a signal Suppose he went to the 
Hague, and took' soundings there what welcome" we should 
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^ have ? N 03 not till we hav® actually run ; beware of making 

jioise !— The poor Prince 4 in unutterable perplexity ; can 
only answer Katte by that Messenger of his^ to the eiFect 
(date and Letter burnt* like l^lie former) : ‘‘Doubt is on every# 
hand; doubt, — aiM yet certainty. Will write again before' 
undertaking anylliing.*’ 

And there is no question he did write again ; more than 
. once : letters* by the post, which his faithful Lieutenant Jiatte 
in Berlin received ; one of which, however, stuck on the road ; 
and this one, — by some industry of postmasters spirited into 
vigilance, as is likeliest, though others say by mere misaddress- 
ing, by ^want of Berlin oii the address,’ — fell into the hands 
0 % vigilant Rittmeister Katte at Erlangen. Wlm grew pale 
in reading it, and had to resolve on a painful thing I This 
' was, I suppose, among iSie^last Letters" of the series; and 
must have been dated, as I guess, about the S9th 
1730; hvkt they are now all burnt, huddled rapidly into 
annihilation, and one cannot say ! — ^ 

Certain it is that the Royal Travelling-Party left Anspach 
in a^^'T'^days, to go, southward* still, ^ by the CEttingeii 
Country towards Augsburg.’^ Feuchtwang (Wet .Wang, not 
Diirrwang or Dry Wang) is the first stage ; here lives the 
Dowager Margravine of Anspach : here the Prince does some 
inconceivably small fault, ^ lets a knife, which he is handing 
to or from the Serene Lady, fall,’ ^ who, as she is weak, iijay 
‘ spffer by the jingle ; for which Friedrich Wilhelm bursts out 
' on" him like the Irish^Rebellion, — ^to the silent despair of the 
poor Piince. The poor meditates desperate resolu- 
tions, but has to keep thenl strictly to himself. % 

Doubtless the Buddenbrock^ Trio, good old military gentle- 
men, would endeavour to ^eak com&rt to hiA, when they 
were on the road again. Here is Nordlingen, your Highness, 
where Bernhard of Weimar, for his over-haste, got so beaten 
in the Thirty- Years War; would not wf , till the Swedes’^ 

^ Fassmann, p. 410. ' 

' ®'' 'Ranke, i, 304 (‘ from a Letter the Prince h', 


*> Katte*). 
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were rightly gathered : what gen^rah if he have .reinforcement # 
at hand, would not wait for it ? 'The waters now, yoif observe^ 
run all into the Womitz, into The Doiiau ; it is a famed 
i war-country this; known to ine^* well^'in my joung Eugene- 
Marlborough clays ! — ^ Hm, Ha, yes ! ’ Eor the Prince is 
preoccupied with black cares ; and thinks Blenheim and the 
Scliellenberg businesses befell long since, and were perhaps 
simple to what he has now on hand. That Feucijitwang scene, 
it would appear, has brougfit him to a resolution. There is 
a young page Keith of the party, Lieutenant Keith of WeseFs 
Brother ; of this page Keith, who is often busy about horses, 
he cautiously makes question, What^help may be in Mm ? A 
willing mind traceable jn this poor lad, but his terrors great 
To Donaiiw^orth from Anspach, through Peuchtwang and 
Norcllingen, is some sev^ty or e%h% miles. At Donauworth 
one vifijjl^y ought to lodge, and see the Schellenberg on the 
morrow ; nay drive to the Field of Hocfistadt ^(Blenheim, 
Bimdk€fm% which isj)ut a few miles farther up the River? 
Buddenbrock was there, and Anhalt-Dessau : for their ve|^ 
sake, were there nothings farthey, one surely 0U3jMf***!!r go ? 
Such was the probability, a visit to Blenheim field in passing. 
And surely, somewhere in those heart - reiiding masses of 
llistoiical Rubbish, I did , at last fine? express evanescent 
mention of the fact, — but cannot now say where — ^the exact 
reej^rd, or conceivable image of which, would have been a 
perceptible pleasure to us, Alas, in those dim dreary Books, 
all whirling dismal round one’s soul, Jike vortices of dim 
Brandenburg sand, how should tJriytSmg human be searched 
out and mentioned to us ; and a thousand things' not-liuman 
be searched out, and eternally^ suppressed from us, for* the 
^ sake of that!i, I'pleasg mysetf figuring youi^ Friedrich look- 
ing at the vestiges of Marlborough, even m a preoccupied 
, uncertain manner. Your , Majesty too, this is the very 
' ^ Schellenfeerg\(or Mugh-IHUy this Hill we are now skirting, 
on highways, on swift wheels ; which overhangs Donauworth, 
our resting-place this, hot, July evening. Yes, your Majesty, 
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here" was a feat of storming done, — pang, pang !— sncli 
noise %b never jingled onltliat Hill before: like Doomsday 
come ; and a hero-head tp role the Doomsday, and turn it 
to heroic marching mhsic, % A very pretty feat of war, yoip* 
Majesty ! His ’Majesty well knows it ; feat of his Mari- 
borongh’s doing, famed everywhere for the twenty-six years 
last past ; and will go to see the Schellenberg and its Lines, 
The great Puke is dead four years ; sank sadly, eclipsecf under 
tears of dotage of his oivn, and under human stupidity of 
other men’s ! But Buddenbrock is still living, Anhalt-Dessau 
and others of us ai’e still alive a little w'hile ! 

Hochstadt itself, — Blpnhdim, as the English call it, meaning 
^lindheim^ the other village on the F|eld,— is but a short way 
up |he River ; well worth such a detour. By what way they 
drove to the field of horlbuf and badk from it, I do not know. 
But there, northward, towards the heights, is the wood 
where A^halt-lJessau stood at bay like a Molossian dog, of 
consummate military knowledge ; aiid saved the fight in 
„^ugene’s quarter of it. That is visible enough ; and worth 
lodSteg^. Visible enougl| the rolling Donau, Maiiborouglfs 
place ; the narrow ground, the bordering Hills all green at 
this season ; — and down old Buddenbrock’s cheek, and An- 
halt’s, there would roll an iron tear or two. Augsburg is 
but some thirty miles off, once we are across the Donau, — 
by the Bridge of Donauworth, or the Ferry of Hochstadt, 

^ — swift travellers in a long day, the last of July, are soon 
enough at Augsburg. 

As, for Friedrich, liaiiiftod and whipt onwards by that scene 
at Feuchtwang, he is in'^ardly very busy during this Mter 
pad; of the route. Probably there is some progress towards 
gaining Page Keith, Lierftenant Keith of YfeseFs Brother ; ' 
some hope 'that Page Keith, at the right moment, can be 
gained : the lieutenant at Wesel is kept duly advised. To 
Lieutenant Katte at Berlin Friedrich r^w spites, I shoiilS 
judge from Donauworth or Augsburg, « That he has had a 
scene at feuchtwang ; that he can stand it no longer. That 
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'^"Canslatt being given up^ as Katie cannot be there to go ^ 
across the Kniebiss with iiSj we wd^l endure till we ai% Bear « ^ ’ 
enough the Rhine, Once in the^^ Rhineland, in some quiet 
T^owii there, handy for Speyer, .^or Ii*eiich I#ndaii,’* — say 
Siiizheim, last stage hitherward of Heidelttrg, but this we 
do not WTite, — ^ there might it not be ? B^, somewhere, it 

shall and must ! You, Katte, the instant you hear that we 
are oft, speed you towards the Hague ; ask for M. le Comte 
d’Alberville ” ; you wdll know that gentleman when you see 
him : Keith, our Wesel friend, will have taken the preliminary 
soundings; — ^and I tell you, Count d'Alberville, or news of 
him, will be there. Bring the greatyoat with you, and the 
other things, especially the 1,000 gold ducats. Counfe 
d’Alberville at the Hague, if all have gone right:' — ns^’ if 
anything go wrong, caniibt he, once'* across the Rhine, take 
refiige>ia^ the convents in those Catholic regions ? No- 
body, under the scapulary, will suspect such a heretic 'as him. 
Speed, silence, vigilanc<|^! And so adieu ! ’ A letter of such, 
purport Friedrich did write ; which Letter, moreover, th^ 
Lieutenant Katte received it was not this, it wa»'-lS!58ier, 
that stuck upon the road, and fell into the RittmeisteFs 
hand. This is the young Prince's ultimate fixed project, 
brought to birth' 'by that' slight accident of dropping the 
knife at Feuchtwang and hanging heavy on his mind during 

' this ^ugsburg drive. At Augsburg, furthermore, "“Tie bought, 
in all privacy, red cloth, of quantity to make a topcoat;' red,^ 
the gray being unattainable in Katte's hands : in all privacy ; 
'.though the w'atchful Rochow^ haS'fuir^knowIedge of it, all 
the «ame* 


^ Eaijke, 1,^04. 
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CHAPTER VI 

JOURNEY HOMEWARDS FROM THE REICH; CATASTROPHE 
JOURNEY HOMEWARDS 

^ % 

The travelling Majesty of Prussia went diligently u|> and 

down, invesjigating ancient Augsburg : saw, I doubt not, the 
Fuggereii or ancient Hospice of the Fuggers, — who were once 
Weavers in those parts, and are now Princes, and were known 
to entertain Charles v. with fires of cinnamon, nay, with tran- 
sient flames of Bank-bills on one old occasion. Saw all the 
Fuggeries, I doubt not ; the ancient |huther-and-MeIanchthoii 
relics, Diet-Halls and notabilities of this renowned Free 
Town ; — perhaps remeiiibeSred Mai^^raf George, and loud- 
voiced Kurfiirst Joachim with the Bottle-nose (^r^direci 
Ancestor;^ tliougTi mistaken in opinion on some points!), who 
were once so audible there. 

'll 

I* One passing phenomenon we expressly know he saw; a 
"human, ngt a -historically |mport§nt one. Driving through 
the streets from place to place, his Majesty came athwart 
some questionable quaint procession, ribbony, perhaps musical ; 
Majesty questioned *it : A wedding procession, your Majestji’ 
— Will the Bride step out, then, and let us see how she is 
dressed ! ’ ^ Von Herzen gern ; will have the honour.’ 5-ride 

stept out, with blushes, — ^handsome we will hope; Majesty 
surveyed her, on tl|,e streets ' of Augsburg, having a Iiuinaii 
heart in him ; and (saysT Fassmann, as if with insidious in- 
sinuation) ^is said to bate maSe her a present.’ She went 
he); ivay; fulfilled her destiny in an anonymous manner- 
Friedrich Wilhelm, loudly iiamed in ihe wnrldf did the like ; ® 
and their two' orbits never intersected again. — Some forty- 
five miles south of Augsburg, up the Wertach River, more 
properly up the Mindel River, lies Mindeiheii% once a iianie'' 
known in England and in Prussia ; ^ofce the Duke of Marl- 
borough’s ^ Principality ’ : given him by a grateful ICasier 

.VOL. II. ® . T 
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- Joseph ; taken from Mm by a neces iitous Kaiser Karl, Joseph’s ^ 
Brother, that now is. I know nof if his Majesty remembers ^ 
that ti'aiisaction, now while in therl localities ; but know well, 
iS lie does, he must think it a shab'by ofie. ^ 

On the same clay, 1st August 17S0, wr; quit Augsburg; 
set out faiidy homewards again. The route -bends westward 
this tinie ; towards Frankfurt-on-SIayn ; there yachts are to 
be ready ; and mere sailing^ thenceforth, gallantly down the 
Rhine-streani, — such a yacht-voyage, in the summer weather, 
with no Tourists yet infesting it, — to end, happily we will 
hope, at W esel, in the review^ of regiments, and other busi- 
ness. First stage, first pause, is’ to be at Ludwigsburg, and 
the wicked oP Duke of Wurtemberg'’s ; thither first from 
Augsburg. We cross the Donau at Diliingen, at Giinzberg, 
or I know not where ; and by to-Sioirow’s sunset, being rapid 
traveli>:#-^find ourselves at Ludwigsburg, — clear through Can- ^ 
statt, Stuttgard, and certainly no Kat|e w^aiting the-^e ! Safe . 
across the intermediate uplands, here are we fairly in the 
Neckar Countrj^, in the Basin of the Rhine again ; and 
Duke Eberhard Ludwig of Wur-temberg bidding-, -us kindly 
iveleoiiie, poor old bewildered creature, who has become the 
ta|k of Germany in those times. Will English readers con- 
sent to a momentary glance into Iiis affairs and him ? 
Strange things are going on at Ludwigsburg ; nay, the prigiii 
of Ludwigsburg, and that the Duke should be there and not 
at Stuttgard,, is itself strange. Let us take this Excerpt?, 
headed Ludzmgsburg in 1730, and hasten on : 

, ; 

Ludwigsburg in 11 SO 

* Bake Eberhard Ludwigjnow an eld&y gentleman of fifty-four, ,has 
distinguished liimself in his long reign, not by political ol)li<|uities and 
obstinacies, though those also were not wanting, hut by matrimonial and , 
k'natory ; which have reridered him conspicuous to his fellow-creatures, " 
and still keep him mentioual^e in History, briefly and for a sad reason. 
Duke Eberhard Ludwig was duly wedded to an Irreproachable Princess of 
Baden-Dnrlach (Johanna Elizabeth) upwards of thirty years Igo ; and he 
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^ duly produced' one Son in con equence^ with other good results to Mm- ^ 
self anther. But in course o£;'nme Duke Eberhard Ludwig took to con- 
sorting with bad creatures too^t^'-in fact, to swashing about at random in 
the pool of amatory iniquity, a if there had been no law known, or of 
the least validity, in that matteiV ■ 

^Perceiving whicM a certain young fellow, Gravenitz by name, who 
had come to him^from the Mecklenburg regions, by way of pushing 
fortune, and had got some pageship or the like here in Wurtemberg, 
recollected that he had a young Sister at home ; pretty and artful, who 
perhaps migh? do a stroke of work here; He sends for the young Sister ; 
very pretty indeed, and a gentlewoman by birth, though penniless. He 
borrows clothes for her (by onerous contract with the haberdashers, it is 
said, being poor to a degree) ; he easily gets her introduced to the Ducal 
Soirdes ; bids her — She knows wbat to do ? Right well she knows what ; 
catches, with her piquant fa( 3 fe, the dull eye of Eberhard Ludwig, kindles 
Eberhard Ludwig, and will not for something quench bim. Not she at 
ail : ^How can she ; your Serene Highness, ask her not ! A virtuous 
young lady, she, and come ctf a Stainless Family ! — In brief, she hooks, 
she of all the fishes in the pool, this lumber of a Duke ; e^hants 
him, keeps him hooked ; and has made such a pennywo?tii Mm, 
for the last twenty years aiad more, as Germany cannot match. ^ Her 
brother Gravenitz the page has become C%int Gravenitz the prime 
* fluixiister, or chief of the Governing Cabal ; she Countess Gravenitz and 
Autocrat of^Wiirtemberg. Loaded wit% wealth, with so-called honours, 
she and hers, there go they, flaunting sky-high ; none else admitted to 
more than the liberty of breathing in silence in this Duchy ; — the poor 
Duke Eberhard Ludwig making no complaint ; obedient as a child to |lie 
bidding of his Gravenitz. He is become a mere enchanted simulacrum of 
a Duke ; bewitched under w^'orse than Thessalian spells ; without faculty 
of willing, except as she wills ; his People and he the pk5rfcbing of, this 
Circe or Hecate, that has got hold of him. So it has lasted for above 
^ twenty years. Gravenitz has become the wonder of Germany ; and 
requires, on these bad % slight mention in Human History for 

some time to come. Certainly it is j^y the Gravenitz alone that Eber- 
hard Ludwig is remembered 'I and yet, down since Ulrich witlT^the 
Thqmb/ which of those serene abstruse Beutelsbachers, always an abs- 
truse obstinate set, has so fixed jaiSiselffn your memor;^?:?— « 

Most persons i» Wiirtemberg, for quiet’s sake, have complied with the* 
Gravenitz ; though not without protest, and sometimes spoken protest. 
Thus the Right Reverend Osiander (let us name Oslander, Head of the 

— , — fi m. * * 

^ Mxchaelis, iii. ^440. * . ' « » # # 

Hlricus 'Foiled (right thumb bigger than left^j %ied a.d. 1265 (Michaelis, iii 
262). • 
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Cliiircli ia W'firteaiberg) flatly refused tcj liave lier name iaserted^in tli© , 
Fulillc Prayers ; Is not slie already prs iei for ? said Osiaade** : Do 
we not sayj> Deliver m from evil}*' said tlie indignant Protestant man. 
And tliere is one other person tliat nere^ will comply with her ; the law- 
fal IFife of Eberliard Ludwig. Serene Lady, she has had a sad existence 
of it ; the voice of her wrongs audible, to little pur }ose, this long while, 
ill Heaven and on Earth. But it is not in the pi^wer of reward or 
puiiisliineiit to bend her female will ’ in the essential point : Divorce, 
your Highness ? "IVhen I am found guilty, yes. Till then, never, your 
Highness, never, never,” in steady crescendo tone : — so tiull Ms Highness 
is glad to escape again, and drop the subject. On which the Serene Lady 
again falls silent. Gra^^enitz, in fact, hopes always to be wedded with the 
right, nay, were it only ivith the left hand : and this Serene Lady stands 
like a fateful monument irremovably in the way, Tlie Serene Lady 
steadily inhabits her own wing of the Ducai House, would not exchange 
it for the Palaceuof Aladdin % looks out there upon the grand equipages; 
high doings, impure spjendours of her Duke and his Gravenitz with a 
clear-eyed silence, which se%ms to say inore eloquently than words, 
mene^ You are weighed I ” In the land of Wiirtembei-g, or 
under tfie'^un, is no reward or punishment that caic abate this silence. 
Speak of divorce, the answer is as above : c^.eave divorce lyl^ig, thei*e is 
silence looking forth clea|jb-eyed from that particular wing of the Palace, 
on tilings whicli the gods permit for a time. ^ 

^Clear-eyed silence, which, as there was no abating of it^rew' at last 
intolerable to the t^vo sinners, ^^Let us remove,” said the Griivenitz, 
since her Serene Highness will not; build a new charming Palace, ■— 
say at our Hunting Seat, among those pleasant Rills in the Waiblingen 
region,— and take the Court out thither.” And they have done so, in 
these late bad years ; taking out with them by degrees all the Courtier 
Gentry, all the Maths^ Government Boards, public businesses ; and build- 
ing new houses for them, there. ^ Founding, in tact, a second Capital for 
WCirtemberg, wdtli what distress, sulky misery and disarrangement t6 
Stuttgard and the old Capital, readers^ ca^^wcy. There it stands, that 
Ludwigslmrg, the second, Capital ^of Wurtemberg, some ten or twenty 
miles from Stuttgard the first : a lasting’ memorial of Circe Gravenitz, 
and hex* Ludwig. Has not she,’ by her incantations, made the sjoiie 
houses dance oii^t hither? It rfcmainS this day a pleasant town, and 
occasional residence of sovereignty. Waibiingen^ wiMiiri an hour's ride. 


i * From 1727 to 1730* was this latter removal. A hunting-lodge, of Eber- 
Uwd Ludwig^o buiMing, named by him Ludwl^’shrr^f stood here since 1705 ; 
nucleus of the sulBequent palafe, with its * Pheasantries,* its ® Favoritas/ etc* 
etc. The place had originafiy been monastic (Biisching, Erdhsc/ireibun^j vi. 

1519)* 
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% 3 ias got memorability oil grounas ; — wliat reader bas EOt lieard^ 

of GMJmUineSy meaning Waiblifigens ? And in an another bonr up tlie 
Eiver, yon will come to Bentelfbacli itself^ wliere Ulricli with tbe Tknml) 
iiad Ms abode (better lu^k to ;bim !), and. generated tMs Lover of the 
GravenitZj and mucli other nonsense loud now and then for the last foSr 
centuries in the worM I — 

^ There is soin^thiiig of abstruse in all these Bentelsbachers, from 
Ulrich with the Thumb downwards : a mute ennui, an inexorable 
obstinacy ; a certain streak of natural gloom which no illumination can 
abolish. Velocity of all kinds is great in them ; sullen passive courage 
plenty of it ; active courage rarer ; articulate intellect defective : hence 
a strange stiff perversity of conduct visible among them, often marring 
what wisdom they have ; — it is the royal stamp of Fate put upon these 
men. What are called fateful cr fated men ; such as are often seen on 
the top places of the world,® making an indifferent figure there. Some- 
thing of this, I doubt not, is concerned iif Eberhard Jjudwig's fascina- 
tion ; and we shall see other instances farther down in this History. 

^ But so, for twenty year^ thl absurd jftuke, transformed into a mere 
Porous by his Circe in that scandalous miraculous manne^ha^lived ; 
and so he still livBs. And his Serene Wife, equally obstinate,* is living 
at Stuttgald, happily out %f his sight now. One <Son, a weakly maiij 
who had one heir, but has now none, is her o.iily comfort. His Wife is a 
'^Prussian Margravine (Friedrich Wilhelm's Ealf-Awfit\ and cultivates 
Calvinism Ip the Lutheran Country : tliis Fliisband of hers, he too has an 
abstruse life, not likely to last. We need not doubt ^Hhe Fates" are 
busy, and the evil demons, with those poor fellow-beings 1 Nay it is 
said the Circe is becoming much of a Hecate now ; if the bewitqhed 
Duke could see it. She is getting haggard beyond the power of rouge ; 
her iqind, any mind she has, more and moi*e filled with spleen, malice, 
and the dregs of pride run sour. A disgusting creature, testifies oqe Ex- 
Ofiicial gentleman, once a Hofrath under her, but obliged to run for life, 
and invoke free press in his defence : ^ no end to the foul things she wOl 
say, of' an unspeakable” nat-i-re, about the very Duke her victim, testifies 
this Ex-Ofiicial : malicious as a witch^says he, and as ugly as one in spite 
of paint, — tmjours un lammtnt a ses iromsesJ* Good Heavens I ' * * 

♦ 

But here is the august €*rus;riaB Travelling-Partv : shove * 
'aside your bewitchments and bewilderments { hang a decent 

^ de Monsieur Forstner de BreU&mhourg^ eU» (Paris, 1716; or 

Londres, aux depens de la Compagnie, 1745’); iniSpittler, GisckukU W%f^ 
temhergs (Spittlers Werke^ Stuttgard and TubangeB, 182S? voL^.), 497*5 39« 
Michaelis, iii. 428-439, gives (in abstruse ChancerJ? German) a Sequel to this fine 
affair of Forstner’s. 
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screen over many things ! Poor jEberliarci ' Ludwig/ who is " 
iniiiitely the geiitlemanj^ bestirs himself a good dial to - 
welcome old royal friends ; nor io we hear that the least 
thing went awTj during this transit of the royalties. * Field 
of Blenheim j says joiir Majesty ? Ah me — For Eberhard 
Ludwig know's that ground; stood the World-Battle there^ 
and so much has come and gone since then : Ah me indeed ! 

Friedrich Wilhelm and he^ have met before th'lu, and have 
much to tell one another; Treaty of Seville by no means 
their only topic. Nay the flood of cordiality went at length 
so far, that at last Friedrich Wilhelm, the conscientious King, 
came upon, the most intimate topics^: Gravenite ; the Word 
of God ; scandjil to the Protestant Religion : no likely heir ter 
your Dukedom; clear peril to your own souk Is not^her 
Serene Highness an unexceptionable Lady, heroic under sore 
woes your wedded Wife above all ? — '"If-nay and might 
bring Heirs too only forty come Q^dober Ah tDuke, ah 
Friend! 'Avisez h Eberhard Ludwig ; consider the end 
of it all ; we are growing old fellows now ! The Duke, 
conceive, who was rather a fixt little man, bluslied blue, then 
red, and various , colours ; at length settling into stead}' 
pale, as , it were, indicating anthracitic ^white-heat : it is 
certain he said at length, with emphasis, I will ] ’ And 
he did so by and by. Friedrich Wilhelm sent a messenger 
to Stuttgard to do Ms reverence to the high injured I^dy 
there, perhaps to show her afar off some ray of hope if she- 
could endure. Eberhard Ludw^, jpsed to a white-heat, 
perceives that in fact he is heaii;ily tired of this Circe-Hecate ; 
that*in fact she has long been an '^intolerable nightmare to 
him, could he but have knotpa it.^ * 

And his Roj-al Highness the CrcJwii-Priiiee^all this while?- '' 
Well, yes ; his Royal Highness has got a Court Tailor at 
Ludwigsburg ; and, in , all privacy (seen well by Rochow), has 
liad^the Augsbwg rdd cloth ■ cut into a fine upper wimppage, 
ox^ercoat or roquelaure for himself ; intending to use the same 
before long. Thus they 'Severally, the Father and* the Son; 
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these. are their toowii at Liidwigsbnrg, That the Father^ 
persuaded Eberhard Lnd^rig of the Gravenitz enormity, and 
that the Son got his red^M^pcoat ready. On Thursday 3d of 
■August (late jn the afternoon, as I perceive), they, well enter- 
tained, depart towards Mannheim, Kur-Pfalz (Elector Pala- 
tine) old Earl Philip of the Pfalz’s place ; hope to be there 
on the morrow some time, if all go well. Gloomy much 
enlightenedi^Eberhard takes leave of them, with abstruse but 
grateful feelings ; will stand by The Eaiser, and dismiss that 
Gravenitz nightmare by the first opportunity. 

As accordingly he did. Next Summer, going on a visit 
northward, specially to Berlin,^ he left order that the Grave- 
jiitz was to be got out of his sight, ^afe stowed away, before 
his return. Which by the proper officers, military certain of 
them, was accomplished? — ^by fixed bayonets at last, and not 
without futile demur on the part of the Griivei^jtz^ -^Poor 
Eberharc| Ludwig, ^ he jiublished in the pnl|)its, That he was 
now minded to lead a better life,’-T-had time now been left 
•him. Same year, 1731, November being come, gloomy 
Eberliard^Ludwig lost, not unexpectedly, his one Son, — ^the 
one Grandson was gone long since. The serene steadfast 
Duchess now had her Duke again, -what was left of him : but 
he was fallen into fhe sere and yellow leaf ; in two years mSre, 
he died childless ; ^ and his Cousin, Karl Alexander, an 
Austrian Feldmarschali of repute, succeeded in Wilrteniberg, ^ 
.With whom we may transiently meet, in time coming ; with 
whom, and perhaps Jess pleasantly with certain of his children; 
for they continue to th&'day, — ^with the old abstruse element 
still too traceable in thenl. * 

•Old Karl Philip, Kurfurst of the Pfalz, towards wliom 
JFiiedrich Wilhelm is now driving, «with intoj^it to be there ^ 
tomorrow evening, is not quite a stranger to readers here ; 
and to Friedrich Wilhelm he is much the reverse, perhaps too 

• ® ^ 

^ There for some three weeks, ‘ till 9 th Jun« 1731, with f suite^f abo?e lifty 
persons’ {Fassmacn, pp. 421, 422). % 

31st October 1733: Michaelis, Hi, 441, 
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^ iiraeh* ' This is lie who ran away with poor Prince Sobieski’s 
Bride from Berlin, at starting in life ; who fell upon Ms own ^ 
poor Protestant tleidelbergers and "their Church of the Holy 
Ghost (being himself Papist, ever since that slap on the face 
to his ancestor) ; and who has been in nmny quarrels with 
Friedrich Wilhelm and others, A high exppsive sovereign 
gentleman, this old Karl Philip ; not, I should suppose, the 
pleasalitest of men to lodge with. One ap}»«ehends, he 
cannot be peculiarly well disposed to Friedrich Willielm, after 
that sad Heidelberg passage of fence, twelve or eleven years 
ago. Not to mention the inextricable Julicli-aiid-Berg 
business, which is a standing controversy between them. 

Poor old Kurfiirst, heps now within a year of seventy. 
has had crosses and losses ; temble campaignings against^ tlie^ 
Turk, in old times ; and "always such: a stock of quarrels," at 
hoE'ie*,^ as^nust have been still ivorse to bear. A life of 
perpetualpirgiiiiig, squabbling and battling,— one’s n|ighbours 
being such an iinfeasoiiayo set ! BraSbles about Heidelberg 
Cirtechisni, and Church of the Holy Ghost, so that foreignt^ 
Kings interfered, shaking whips upon us. Thei^ brabbles 
about boundaries ; about inheritances, ami detached properties 
very many, — clearly mine,, were the neighbours reasonable ! 

In Tact this sovereign old gentleman has b&n in the Kaiser’s 
'Courts, or even on the edge of fight, ofteiier tlian most ^tlier 

^ men ; and it Is as if that first adventure, of the Sobieski 
'wedding turned topsyturvy, had been symbolical of much* 
that followed in his life. • 

We remember that unpleasant ifeidelberg affair: how 
hopeful it once looked ; fact (fone^ diurch of the Holy Ghost 
fairly ours ; your CorptiS fallen quasi-dead ; ^ 

"and nothing iq)w for ih but proliocolling by diplomatists,, 
pleading in the Diets by men in bombazeen, never like ending 
at all ;• — when Friedrich Wilhelm did suddenly end it ; 
suddenly locked up* his own Catholic establishments and 
revenues, and quietly in^exorabie, put the key in ' his pocket ; 
as it were, drew Hs own whip, with a ^ Will you #whip iny 
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Jew '? • --s-and we had to cower out of the affair, Kaiser himself^ 

«• 'ordering us, in a most humiliated manner ! Keaders can 
iudge whether Kur-Pfalz ims likely to have a kindly note of 
Friedrich Wilhelm that corner of his memory. The popr 
man felt so disffisted with Heidelberg, he quitted it soon 
after. He wo|ilci\ not go to Diisseldorf (in the Berg-and- 
Jiilich quarter), as his Forefathers used to do ; but set up Ms 
abode at Mannheim, where he still is. Friedrich Wilhelm, 
who was far from meaning harm or insolence in that Heidel- 
berg affair, hopes there is no grudge remaining. But so 
stand the facts : it is towards Mannheim, not towards 
Heidelberg that we aip now travelling ! — For the rest, tMs 
^:scheme of reprisals, or whipping yoip: Jew if jou whip mine, 
answered so well, Friedrich Wilhelm has used it, or threatened 
to use, as the real methhd,\ver sinc^, where needful ; and has 
saved thereby much bombazeen eloquence, and effusion to 
mankindi on several occasions. ^ 

But the worst between these two«I|igh Gentlemen is that 
^ Jiilich-and-Berg controversy ; which is a sore still running, 
and beyond reach of probable siargery. Old Karl Philip has 
no male Heir ; and is like to be (what he indeed proved) the 
last of the Neiihurg Electors Palatine. What trouMe there 
rose with the first of them, about that sad business ; and flow 
■ the |hen Brandenburger, much wrought upon, smote the then 
Neuburger , across the very face, and drove him into Qatlio- ^ 
^ licism, we have not forgotten; .how can we ever? — It is one 
Hundred and sixte*in years since that, after-dinner scene ; and, 

O Heavens, what bickering and brabbling and confused nego- ^ 
tiatioii there has been ; Ihwyers*’ pens going almost contiliHaliy 
eter since, shadowing-out the mutual darkness of sovereignties ; 
t and from time^ to time Mie military implements brandishing* 
themselves, though loath generally to draw blood ! For a 
hundred and sixteen years : — but the Final Bargain, lying 
on parchment in the archives of both* parties,* and alwaj-s 
acknowdedged as final, was to Hiii effect: ® ^ou, serene 
Neuburg,^keep what you have got; we, serene Brandenburg 
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^tlie like : Cleve with detached pertinents ours ; Julich and 
Berg inaiiilj yours. And let us live in perpetual anllty on 
that footing. And, note only fuiihermore, when our Line fails, 
t|e whole of these fine Duchies shall be yours your Line 
fail, oiirs.^ That 'was the plain bargain, ^^one solemnly in 
1624, and again more solemnly and broqght to .parchment 
with signature in 1666, as Friedrich Wilhelm knows too 
welL *And now the very case is about to occm; this old 
man, childless at seventy, is the last of the Neubiirgs. May 
not one reasonably pretend that a bargain should be kept ? 

^ Tush,^ answers old Karl Philip ahvajs : ^ Bargain ? ^ And 
will not hear reason against himsdf on the subject ; not even 
when the Kaiser asks him, — ^as the Kaiser really did, after* 
that Wusterhausen Treaty, but could get only negat|ves. 
Karl Philip has no rdinaiitic ideas t)f justice, or of old parch- 
ments tyii^-iip a man. Karl Philip had one Daughter by 
that dear Iliidzivil Princess, Sobieskfs stolen^ Bride ^ and he 
never, by the dear**Radrivil or her dear successor,^ had any son, 
or other daughter that lived to wed. One Daughter, we say ; a# 
first-born, extremely preeioua to him. Her he marr^^d to the 
young fortunate SulKbach Cousin, Karl Joseph Heir- Apparent 
of Siikllach, who, by all laws, w^as to succeed in the Pfakz as 
wel^*' — Karl Philip thinking furthermore, * ile and she, please 
Heaven, shall hold fast by Diisseldorf too, and ' that ^ fine 
^ JulicIi-and-Berg Territory, which is mine. Bargains ? ’ Such 
was, and is, the old man" s inflexible notion. Aks, this one ^ 
Daughter died lately, and her Husband ^lately ; “ again leaving 
only Daughter ; will not this change the notion ? Not a ' 
whil^— though Friedrich Willielm may have fondly hoped^ it 
by possibility might. Not a whit : Karl Philip cherishes Ms 
tlittle Granddaughter, now a chilcL of nine, as he did her ^ 
Mother and her Motheris Mother ; hopes one day to see her 
wedded (as he did) to a new Heir-Apparent of the Pfalz and 
* «» 

^ Bucb>i.Dlz, ^ 

^ She m 1728 ; he in 172^: Iheir ■ eldest Daughter was horn 1721 (Htibner, 
t. %40% Michaelis, it loi, 123. . 
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Sukbach ; aiidj for her behoof, hold fast by Berg and ^ 
, Jiilichl and part with no square inch of it for any parch- 
, ment. 

What is Eriedrich Wilhelm to do ? Seek justice for hii®- 
self by his 80,00Q men and the ii'on ramrods? Apparently 
he will not g^t ^ otherwise. He is loath to begin that 
terrible game. If indeed Europe do take as is likely at 
Seville or elsewhere — ^But in the meanwhile how happy if 
negotiation would but serve ! Alas, and if the Kaiser, Eng- 
land, Holland and the others, could be brought to guarantee 
me, — as indeed they should (to avoid a casus beUi% and some 
of them have said the^ wili ! Friedrich Wilhelm tried this 
Tillich-and-Berg Problem by the pacific method, all his life ; 
strepuoiisly, and without effect. Result perhaps was coming 
nevertheless ; at the disliaiii^ of another hundred years ! ^ One 
thing I know : w^hatever rectitude and patienc^ whatever 
courage, |)erseverance, or other human virtue he has put into 
this or another mattei',^is not lost ; pot it nor any faction of 
'^it, to Friedrich Wilhelm and his sons’ sons ; but will well 
avail him^and them, if iio| soon^then later, if not in Berg 
and Jlilich, then in some other quarter of the Universe, 
W’'hich is a wide Entity and a long-lived ! CoiiragS, your 
Majesty i ^ ^ 

So stand matters as Friedrich Wilhelm journeys towards 
Mannheim : human politeness will have to cloak and 
keep well down, a good many prickly points in' the visit 
ahead. Alas, pooB Fidedrich Wilhelm has got other matter 
to, think of, by the time ‘W3\rrive in Mannheim. 

Catastrophe omJoumiey Homewards 
• ' ^ ^ ^ 

'The Royal Party, quitting Ludwigsburg, — on Thursday 3d 

' August 1730, some hours after dinner, as I calculate it,— 
had but a rather short journey before "^theni : jt>urney to I 
place called Sinsiheim, some fifty or* sixty miles ; ^long way 
short, of Heidelberg; the King’s purpose being to lodge in 
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,tliat dilapidated silent Town of Sinzheinis and lea^e both 
Heidelberg and Mamiheinij with their civic noises^ fbr the 
next day's work. Siinslieinij such the |3rogmm, as the 
Eiance aiid others understood it ; but hy some accident, or on 
better calculation, it ivas otherwise decided in the royal mind : 
not at Sinzlieim, intricate decayed old To/Vii** shall we lodge 
toniglrt, but five or six miles short of it, in the naturalty 
silent Village of Steiiifurtli,^where good clean oipty Bams 
are to be found. Which latter is a favourite method of his 
Majesty, fond always of free air and the absence of fuss. 
Shake-downs, a temporary cooking apparatus, plenty of 
tobacco, and a tub to wash in:"thi^ is what man requires, 
and this without difficulty can be got. His Majest}ds tastesi. 
are simple; simple, and yet good and human. Here js a 
small, Royal Order, whiclVl read once; and ever since remeni- 
ber,~t||i:)T|:igh the reference is now blown away, and lost in 
tliose iii^ndexed Sibylline Farragos,^ the terror of human 
nature ;» — let us eopy^i^ from memory, till some deliverer 
a’lise with finger on pnged At Magdeburg, on this Review’-# 
ffotirney, have dinner for int, undey a certain Tree ^^oii know 
, of, outside the ramparts.’ Dinner of one sound portion solid, 
one ditto liquhl, of the due cjuality; readied honest I}v--aiKl 
to be eaten under a shady Tree ; on the Review-ground itself, 
with the summer sky over one's head. Could Jupiter Tonans, 
^ had he been travelling on business in those parts, have done 
better with his dinner ?■ — ■ 

^ At Sinzheim thinks his Royaj Highness ; and has 
spoken privily to the Page Keith. To glide out of their 
qimriers there, in that waste negligent old Town (where post- 
horses can be had), in the gr^ of the summer’s dawn ? Acress 
*' the Rhine to ^Speyer is* but three^hours riding ; thence to^ 

^ 'Probably in Rodenbeck^s — ^bnt long sad scardiing there, and else- 

•^bere} proves imavaUlng at present. Historical Farragos without Imht ; a bun* 

• dred^or sevt^al hundred, blind of Historical dippings, generally authentic 
too if useless, and not tlie leas'^ scrap of laM on them are not these a handy 
ankle I , *, 
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Landau, into France, into — ? ’ Enough, Page Keith 1ms ^ 
undeiiftken to get horses, and the flight shall at last be. 
Huslit, liiisht. Tomorrow morning, before the sparrows wake, 
it is our detepninatiom to be upon the road ! ^ 

Enins of the Tower of Stauffen, Hohen or High Stmiffeny 
mhere Kaiser ;^arK|arossa lived once, young and ruddy, and 
was not yet a Myt'iiy ^ winking and nodding under the Hill at 
Salzburg, it is but a few miles to the right therd, were 
this a deliberate touring paity: ^ But this is a rapid driving 
one ; knows nothing about Stauifen, cares nothing. — We can-* 
not fancy Friedrich remembered Barbarossa at all ; or much 
regarded Heilbronn itself, the principal and only famous Town 
Ihey pass this day. The St. Kiliaifs Church, your Highness, 
and^big stone giant at the top of the steeple yonder, — adven- 
turous masons and slater people get u|lon the crown oi his 
head, sometimes, and stand wming flags.^ The Towmioiise 
too (RatliJiatis)y mth. its amazing old Clock ? And ^-otz von 
Berlichiiigen, the TowS-Councillors ^once hM him ^in prison 
^for one night, in the ^Gotz’s Tower^ here; your Highness 
has heard^of ^ Gotz with the Iroi]^ Hand'*? BerlicHngens still 
live at Jaxtiiausen, farther down the Neckar Valley, in these 
parts; and show the old Handy considerably rusletl no'w. 
H^lbronn, the molt famous City on the Neckar ; and itsfold 
miraculous Holv Well — ? What cares his Higliiiess ! Weins- 
berg again, which is but a feW' miles to the right of uSj— 
^tliere it was that the Besieged Wives did that astonishing ^ 
' feat, 600 years ago; coming out, as the capitulation bore, 

€ their most valuable pfopei'ty,^ each brought her husband 
on her back (were not tl^ fact'a little uncertain !) — wh'ureby 
tte old Castle has, to this day, the name ^ Weihertremy Faith- 
^fiiliiess of, Women.' Welf‘l Du\ihe§s, Husba|id on back, was^. 
at the head of those w’-omen; a Hohenzollern ancestor of 
‘yours, I think I have heard, was of the besieging party." 

^ Biiddaiis, Lexmn^ ii. § Heilbronn. n * ^ ^ 

® , Siege is notorious enough; a.u. 1x40: Kohler, RekhsMsione^ 167, who 
does not m^ntioa the story of the women ; Henxel CWolfgang)^ G^Si^kkkie dcr 
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^Alas, tHnis liis Royal Highnesn, is there not a ftower of ^ 

WelMoni now in England; and R unlnckiest of Hohenzol- ,« 
hrm^ still far away fi’om her here ! It is at l^^iiidsor, not in 
ll^eiiisherg. or among the rains of Weibmireue, tiiat his High- 
ness m'islies to be. 

At Heilbroiiii oiir road branches-off to tm kft ; and we roll 
diligently towards Siiidieims eaiculatiiig to oe there before 
nighttalL Whew ! Something has gone awry ;i4 Siiizheim : 
no right lodging in the waste Inns there ; or good clean 
Barns, of a promising character, are to be had nearer than 
there : we absolutely do not go to Sindieiiii tonight ; we are 
to stop at Steiniiirth, a small quiftt Hamlet with Bams, four 
or five miles short of that ! This was a great disappointmenli^ 
to the Prince^ — and some say, a highly inoriieiitoos circuoi- 
staii«i|e ill his History* : ^ — ^however? hei rallies in the course of 
the tveiiing ; speaks again to Page Keith. Steinfurth ’ 
{Siony^fordi over the Brook here) ; ** be it af Stein|urth, all 
the same ! Page Keitii will manage to get horses for iis 
here, no less. And 'Speyer and the Fotj of the llhiue*' ■ 
are within three hours. !%vour us, Silence and a|I ye good 
genii 

On Friday morning 4th August 1781), ^iisiia! hour of 
starting, 3 a.m./ not being yet come, the Iloyai Party 'lies 
asleep in two clean airy Barns, facing one another, in the 
Village of Steinfurth ; Bams facing one another, with tlie^ 
Heidelberg Highway and Village Green .?j5leep in front be- 
tween them ; " for it is little after two in the morning, the 
dam" hardly beginning to break. Prince Friedrich, with his 

• 

(.Dmisckmi, p. 2S7, who takes no notice thafit^s a highly mythical story,— snp"^ 
polled only by the lestimony of one poor Monk in Koln,*t’agaeIy chronicling*^ 
fifty years after «fate, and at that good distance. 

^ * Might perhaps have succeeded at Sinzhcim * (Seckendorfs £tia£im &/ iit 
Crown Pnfm% msii^^ated P* 2 ; — addressed to Prince Eugene few days 

afterwards ; ixT Forster, iii. « - 1 3). 

^ Compare Wilhelmlna, i« sip (her Accouix of the .Flight i * Heard it from my 
Brother/— and report it loosely after a dozen years 1). ' • 

■ ^ . \ 
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. Trio f)f iVigilance, Boddenbroik, Waldan, BochoWj, lies in one , 
. Bam ;•» Majesty^ with his Seckendorf and party, is in the 
other : '"apparently all still locked in sleep ? Not all : Prince 
Friedrich, for,example$ is awake ; — the Trio is indeed andihly 
asleep ; unless others watch for them, their six eyes are closed* 
Friedrich cauti^usi|r rises ; dresses ; takes his money, his new 
red roquelaure, unbolts the Baim-door, and walks out. Trio 
of Vigilance is sound asleep, and knows nothing : alas, Trio 
of Vigilance, while its own six eyes are closed, has appointed 
another pair to watch. 

Gummersbach the Valet comes to Rochow^s bolster : ^ Hst, 
Herr Oberst-Lieutenaiit,^ please awaken ! Prince-Royal is up, 
has on his topcoat, and is gone out of doors !’ Rochow starts 
to Ms habiliments, or perhaps has them ready 011 ; in a minute 
, or two, Rochow also is forth into th% gray of the mornina ; — • 
finds the young Prince actually on the Green there; in his 
red roqijplaure,’* leaning pensively on one of the travelling 
carriages, ^Giden Morgeyi^ Ikro ^mig^tehe Mofieiil ^^ — 

' :%Fancy such a salutation to the young man ! Page Keith, at 
this moment, comes with pai^; of horses, too : "l^ither 
with the nags. Sirrah ? Rochow asked with some sharpness. 
Keith, seeing how it w^as, answered without visible embarrass- 
ment, *'I"IexT, they are mine and Kunz the Page's horses' 
(which, I suppose, is true) ; ‘ ready at the usual hour !’ Keitli 
might add. — ^His Majesty does not go till five this 
^ng ; — back to the stables beckoned Rodiow ; and, accord- 
ing to the best accounts, did not suspect anything, or affected 
not to "do so. 

Page Keith returned, irembling in his saddle. Frieflfich 
stalled towards the other Bam, — at least to be out of 
^.ochow's company. Se#kendorf ^lerges ffom the other « 
Barn ; awake at the common hour : ^ How do ‘joii like his 
Royal Highness in the red roquelaure ? ' asks Rochow, as if 
nothing had happened. IVas there ever^uch^a baffled Royal 
Highness ; or young bright spirit thained in tlie'^eafs Bm 
^ Ranke i. 305. 
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itt tills manner ? Ou.r Steiiifaith project 1ms gone to water ; 
and it is not today we shall get across the Eliine f — ^Not to- 
clav'^, nor any other day, on that errand, strong as our resolu- 
tions are ! For new light, in a few hours aftarwards, pours 
in upon 'the project ; mid human finesse, or ulterior schemes, 
aiail Botliing Iieiicefortii. * The Crowii|4hyiccfs meditated 
Flight* has tried itself, and failed. Here and so that long 
nieclitatioii emk ; this at Steinfurth w^as all th@«wK>vert-act it 
could ever come to. In few hours more it wiii melt into air ; 
and only the terrible consequences will remain ! — 


By last night's arraiigement, the Prince with his Trio was 
to set-out an hour before his Father, which circumstance had 
helped Page Keith in Iiis excuses. Naturally the Prince^ had 
noivf.iio wish to lingk' oil* the Grtoi ^of Steinfurth, in such a 
pcistuR^of^iffairs : * Towards Heidelberg, then ; let us see the 
big Tuii^ there : allom ! '' How the young Priiic^ and his 
Trio did this claws piinmy ; where he loitered, what he 
said or tlioiigirl:, we have no account : it is certain only thatr 
his Father, who sel-oiit from Stejnfurth an hour ^affcer him, 
arrivcii in 'I^humlieim several hours before him ; and, in spite 
of ',Ki!rfiir.st ICarl Philipps , welcome, testified tlie liveliest 
im^iietude on that iinaccountalile irircumsiance. Beautiful 
Ilhine-streain, tlnice-beautiful trim Mannheim yes, all is 
beaiitifiil indeed, your Sc*renitj ! But where can the Prince 
be ? he kept ejaculating. xViu! Karl Philip had to answer: 
what he eoiilcL Of course the Prince ynaj be lingering about 
Heidelberg, looking at the big Ton and other miracles * I 
had llie pleasure to repair that worM-famous Tub or Tim, as 
your Majesty knows ; w'hich had lain half-burnt, ever since 
Louis xiv. with his firebwtnd’ robberies lay upon us, and biixiit 
the Pfak. ia whole, small honour to him ! I repaired ^ the 
Tun : It is probably the successfulcst feat I did hitherto ; 

^ 41S-424.; 145-152)^ wlio gives a view of 

llie world’s wonder, lyiwg lio»zoBtal wiili shiirs running up to it.. Big Tuns of 
flial kiad w^eie not uncommon in Germany ; and bad uses, if muiriplex dues of 
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and' wdl worth looking atj had your Majesty had time!’* 
— ^ J& woM ; — but he came away an hour before me ! ’ — • 
The polite Karl Philip, at length, sent- off* one of his 
own Equerries to ridd towards Heidelberg, or erai to SteHi- 
forth if needful, ..and see wdiat was become of the Prince* 
This Official j\erS'!)n met the Prince, all in order, at no 
girnt distance; and brought him safe to Papa’s presence 
again. 

"Wliy Papa ^vas in such a fuss about this little circum- 
stance? Truly there has something come to Papa’s know- 
ledge since he started, perhaps since he anived at Maniilieiin. 
Page Keith, who rides ^always behind the King’s coach, has 
cidden this day in an agony of remorse and terror ; and at 
lengih (probably in Mannheim, onc^ his Majesty is got to his 
Apartments, or now thht \e finds his Majesty so a’ritious 
there) has falleji, on his knees, and, with tears aed i!>btesta- 
tions, made a clean breast. Page Keith h|is confessed that 
.the Crown-Prince and he 'were to liafe been in Speyer, or 
farther, at this time of the day ; flying rapidly into France. 

* God’s Pix)vidence alone prevented it i Pardon, pardon : slay 
me, your Majesty; but there is the naked truth, a^id the 
whole of it, and \ have nothing more to say ! ’ Hereupon 
ensues despatch of the Equerry ; and hereupon, as w^e may 
conjc|jture, the Equerry’s return with Fritz and the Trio is an 
unspeakable relief to Friedrich Wilhelm. . * 

Friedrich Wilhelm now summons Buddenbrock and Com- 
pany straightway shows, iji a suppressed- volcanic manner, 
with questions and statements,^— obliged to suppress oi^eself 
in foreign hospitable Serei?e Houses, — what atrocity of sca,iidal 
and terror has been on the» edg# of happening : ‘ And you 
Jhree, Rochow, iValdau, Bliddenbi'ocl^, mark it| you three are 
responsible; and shall answ^'er, I now' tell you, with your 
heads. Death the penalty, unless you bring Imn to our owi\ 
Country again, — living or dead,y added liie Sleppressed- 

wine were to be paid in naturd : the Heidelberg, \he biggest of tlienii is small 
to the Whitbread-aHd-Company, ,%r porter’s ale, in our time. 

^ VOL. II. / f * -u ’ 
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* Voicaiio, iti low metallic tone ; and the sparkling eyes* of hityr j 

'ilie red tint, ant! rustling gestures, make the words too ' 
t^redihle to m} ' ’ ' ' 

* Wtlirit ..Frieclrieli ’\¥ilhelm got to speak abouf with the old 
K‘ii:r-lhh.!z;, iliiriiig their serene passages liospitality at 
?^f-ifn]]ir‘in'u is not very clear to me; liis ^¥i?%sian Majesty is 
j;»rivatelv in such a desperate humour, and the old Kur-Pfak 
jirivately so discrepant on aU manner of points, Especially on 
tlie Jiilich-anihBerg point. They could talk freely about the 
old Turk Caiiipaigiis, Battle of Zentha,“ and Prince Eugene ; 
very freely about the Heidelberg Tun, But it is known old 
K;.iri Philip had his agents at Sie Congress of Soissons, to 
secure tliat Iferg-aiiil-Jalich interest for the Sukbaclis and 
liiiii * cih:ec*tiy in tlie»teet]jL of Friedrich Wilhelm. How ihat 
^ !iiay\ha've gone, since the Treaty of Seville broke-out to 
;:istoni;di — will be unsafe to talk iil)out. For the 

rot:, oid% K;:irl k^hilip has frankly agiopted the Pragmatic 
Sain//i;io]i ; but: then hoinfs, likewise, privately made league with. 
t-raiire !:(> fifcure liiiu in that Jillich-anci-Berg matter, slioulcf 
IJ1C Kaiser iireak |:ntHnise league winch may niiidi obstruct 
slid’ S^;iic,lioi'L Say privately he is casting glances on his 
t'kuariau Ccmsiii, elegant ambitious KaiJ Albert, Kurfurst 

of Tlaitrri'u --are not we all from the same 'IVittelsbach stock, 

l'■'ollsi,ns f'r’oin of old ?— ami will undertake, for the -same 
^ ddtHc*^lr-"aricl*Ilerg object, to secure Bavaria in Us claims on the 
.\ud:..ria:ii Heritages In defect of Heirs Maki in Austria^ 
I’llnch runs directly into the# throat of said Pragmatic 
JraiJi;tic')n ; and engages to nmke it mere waste sheepskin, so 
to s|)eak ! Truly old Karl Philip lias his abstruse outlooks, 
this way, tliat way ; most aiistrufie politics altogether and 

t <• ^ • 

K;inke^ L 3«7* 

. *' llth Scpteraljer 1697; Eugene’s crowning feat breaking of tlie Grand 
back ia t'his world 4 whi> has staggered about, less and less of a terror 
n'iore of ^ nuisance growing unbearable, ever since that 
day. See ilorniayr |iil 97* 101) for some description , of this useful bit of 

^ Michaalh, Is. 99*101.^ 
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* in fact We had better speak of the Battle of Zeiitlm and the • 

'• Heidelberg 'TiiHj while this Visit lasts. " 

On the moiTow, Saturday August Sth, certain Freiiclinieii 
from the Garrison of Landau come across to pay their coufl 
and dine. Which.^ race of men Friedrich Wilhelm does not 
love ; and now 'tjesfcj than ever, gloomily suspicious they may 
be come on parricide Fritz'^s score, — ^you liochow and <!’om- 
pany keep al? eye ! By night and by day an eye upon him ! 
Friedrich Wilhelm was, no doubt, glad to get away on the 
morrow afternoon ; fairly out into the Berg-Strasse, into the 
summer breezes and umbrageous woods, with all his pertinents 
still safe about him ; mishing towards Darmstadt through 
the Sonday stillness, where he will arrive in the* evening, time 
enou^hd " ^ ... - ^ 

The old Prince of Darmstadt,* Ernst Ludwig, Langr/:i of ^ 
Hesien-Darmsta^Jt, age now sixty«three, has a hoarrvaierable 
.appearance, according tc^Pdllnitz, ^ but sits ad^orse w^ll, walks 
well, and seems to enjoy perfect health^ — which we are glad 
"".'■fO' hear of. IVliat more concerns us, ‘ he lives usually, quite 
retired, in ^ small house upon the^ Square,’ in this extremely 
small Metropolis of his, ^and leaves his Heir-Appaipiit to 
' manage all business,in the Palace and elsewhere.’ ^ Poor old 
Gentleman, he has the biggest Palace almost in the worfcl ; 
only Ije could not finish it for want of fuiicls ; and it lies 
there, one of the biggest futilities, vexatious to look u|!^c>ii. 

No, doubt the old Gentleman has had vexations, . plenty of 
them, first and last. He is xiow got disgusted with the aiai® 
of' public life, and addicts hin^elf very much to ^ turijiiig 
ivory,’ as the more eligible employment. He lives in that 
smdil house of his, among his tumiing-lathes and ivory slmv- 
ipgs ; dines in said small li5use, ‘ at actable for'^foor persons’ ; 
only on Sunday, and above all on this Sunday, puts olF Hs 
apron ; goes across to the Palace ; dines |;here in state, with ^ 

^ « Sunday Evening arrive at Darmstadt,’ says Seckendorf (in Forster, iii 3h 
bui by mistake calls it the * 7 th’ instead of * 6 th%’ 

^ Follnits!, afui 66. 
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■ils Heir and the Grandees. He has a kinship by affinity to 

Friedricli Wilhelm ; his Wife (dead long years since), ‘Mother 
of tills Heir- Apparent, was an Anspach Princess, Aunt to the 
now Queen Caroline of England. Poor old * fellow, these 
insignilicaiices, and that he descends direct from Philip' the 
Bfagiianiinons of Hessen (Luther's Pliilip, ^who insisted on the 
snpplfinentary Wife), are ail I know of him ; and he is some- 
what tragic to me there, burning ivory in tins extremely 
anarchic world. What the passages between him and Fried- 
rich Willie! Bi were, on this occasion, shall remain conjectnral 
to all creatures. Friedrich B^nlhelm said, this Sunday even- 
ing at Darmstadt, to his own l^rince : ^ Still here, then ? I 
thought you would hav« been in Paris by this time ! '-—To 
which the Prince, wiih artificial firmness, answered, He eould 
certjifnly, if he had ivished ; ^ and Tieing familiar with re» 
proaclurs, perhaps hoped it was nothing. 

From Jl'Xrmstadt to Frankfurt-oii-BIayn is not tpiite forty 
miles, an easy morning drive ; through tlie old Country called 
of Kat3«enellenb{)geii ; Cafs-Elhoxc, a name ridiculous to hearw 
Berg“Sirasse and the Oclemfald (Fbresi of the OtHyare gone ; 
but bijie on tlie northeast yonder, if your Eoja! Highness 
will please to look, may lie seen suminitii of the Spessa}% a 
much ' grander forest,— tall branchy timbers yonder, one clay 
to be masts of admirals, wlien floated clowm as Ihr as Emitter- 
dam; whitherward one still meets them going. Spcssart 
and nearer, iveli hidden on the right, is an obscure village 
called I)etfmgivi.i not yet becoma famous"* in the Newspapers 
of an idle world ; of an England surely vei'y idle to go thither 
seeking quarrels ! All which is, "'naturally, in the highest 
degi*ee indifferent to a Crown -Prince so preoccupied.— They 
reach Frankfiiit, Monday, still in gbod time. - 

^ Seckendorf (in Forster, iii. ), p. 3. 

® tliat is Caiiim-MeUlwmm {Caifi a famed Nation, MfiiiMtms 

tlie chief filTfo'r Fortress of tlieir Cmntry)^ is said to be the original 
lias' got changed ; like into * Appleby,* or C&d efuvmjfm ms into ^The 

Goat and Compasses/ among ourselves. 
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^ Beho|d^ ' at Frankfurt, Me'OTrio* of ¥%ilaiice, Bucldenbrock ^ 
and' Company (horrible to think of 1) signify, ^ That we Irmve 
'the King’s express orders Not to enter the Town at all 'iwith 
your Royal pighness^ We, for our part, are to^ go dir^t 
into one of the Royal Yachts, which swing at anchor here, 
and to wait in the same till his Majesty hare done seeing 
Frankfurt, and lettfrn to us,’ Here is a message for the poor 
young Priiip| : Detected, prisoner, and a volcanic Majesty 
now likely to be in full play w^heh he returns ! — Gilt wmther- 
cock on the Mayn Bridge (which one Goethe used to look 
at, in the next generation) — ^this, and the steeple « tops of 
Frankfurt, especially that steeple-top with the grinning skull 
of the mutinous malefactor on it, warning to mankind what 
mutiny leads to ; this, then, is wbat we are to* see of Frank- 
furt 1 and with such a s^^mpiiony as t)ur ^hhoughts are playing 
in the background. Unhappy Son, unhappy Father, once 
more 

' Nay, fViedrich WiMelin got nejv lights in H’ankfurt : 
^ittmeister Katte had an estafette %^^itiiig for him there. 
Estafette with a* certain Letter, ^’which the Rittiiieister had 
picked-up in Erlangen, aiiS has shot across by estafette to 
wait Ws Majesty here. Majesty has read with open ejes and 
throat : Letter froM the Crown-Prince to Lieiiteriaiit ILitte 
in Berlin : treasonous Flight-project no%v indisputable as the 
sun al: noon !— His Majesty stept on board tlie Yacht in such 
humour as was never seen before : ^ Detestable rebel and 
deserter, scandal of scandals- — !’- — it is confidently written 
everywhere (though Seckendbrf diplomatically keeps silence), 
his Majesty hustled and ti^ssled the unfortunate Crown-Piiace, 
poked the handle of his cane into his face and made the nose 
bleed, — Never did a Briiitleiibhrg^ face suffer the like of 
Ihis ! ’ cried the poor Prince, driven to the edge of mad 
ignition and one knoivs not what-: when the Buddeiibrocks, 
at whatever ' peril, interfered; got the » Prince brought 
'board a different Yacht; and the cdhflagration indleraSFfc^" 
the mome|it. The Yachfs get und5r way towards Mainz 
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aBcl'ciowii the EMiie-strealB, «I1ie Yachts glide sipftly on # ^ 
hlif favouring current, taking advantage of wliat wind there 
iiia 3 ibe : were mx* once ashore at Wesel in our own country^— ^ 
mtiit tii! then, thinks his Majesty ! • , 

And so it was on these terms that Frii|irich made his first 
acquaintance with the beauties of the miine readers can 
jiiclge^whetlier he was in a temper very open tg*the pictur- 
esque. I know not that theV paused at llaiiiK, or recollected 
Barbarossifs IVorld-Tournamexit, or the Hochixeim vineyards 
at all : I see the young maifs Yacht dashing in swift gallop, 
not without danger, through tli^ Gap of Bingen ; dancing , 
wildly on the boiling whirlpools of St. Goar, well threading 
the cliffs th? gloomii}^ insensible to danger of 

life, f and charm, of the picturest|iie.a, Coblenz 
' the Moselle and .Ehrenbreitstein : Majesty, smoking on deck 
if he life, can look at these through grimly pacifying tobacco ; 
but, to the CroWn-Frinja life itself^is fallen haggard and 
bankrupt. ^ 

Over against Coblenz, ngstled in betwxxii the Rhine and 
the foot of E!ireni)i"eit:stein,^ there, perhaps oven now, in his 
|liintiiig““Lodge of Iverlich yonder, is his Serene Highness the: . 
fatfjittle Kiirfiirst of Trier, one of those Austrian Sdiciiibonis 
(Brother to him of Bamberg); upon whom w!iy should we 
make a call ? 'We are due at Bonn ; tlie fortunate voiing 
Kiirflirst of Kciln, richest Pluralist in the Church, expects us, 
at his Residence there. Friedrich 'Will}€lm vieivs the fine 
Fortress of Ehrenbreitstein : — what would your Majesty think 
if this wxre to be yours in a liunck’ed years ; this and much 
else, by way nf compound-interest for the Berg-aiid-Jiilkh, 
and other outstanding debts ? Courage, your Majesty !™ 

Ob the fat little Kiirfiirst, at Kerlich here, we do not call , 

' probably out limiting ; hunts every day^,^ " as if it were his 
, trade, poor little soiri. 

^ FdlbikZf Jlfm/fssrs I So. 

® Btlscliing, Beytr&ge^ iv. 20J* ■ ' 
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At Boiiiij where we do* ^ep ashore to lod^e with a lean 
^ ^ Knrtiirst, Friedrich Wilhelm strictly charges, in ray (Sec^en-# 
dorf s) hearing, the Trio of Vigilance to have an eye ; to see 
that they bring the Prince on board again, ^ limmff or feacl.’’ 
— No fear, j'our Majesty. Prince listened with silent, alnfost. 
defiant patience, ^mit g'rosser Gediild? ^ At Bonn the Prince 
contrived to tonlide to Seckendorf, ^That he had in very 
truth meant to run away : he could not, at the age •lie was, 
come to, sl^id such indignities,- actual strokes as in the Camp 
of Radewitz; — and he ivould have gone long since, had it 
not been for the Queen and the Princess his Sister'^s sake. 
He could not repent irhat he had done : and if the King did 
not cease beating him*in that manner, etc., he would still do 
it. For loss of his own life, such life as hk had groivn, he 
cared little ; his chief misery was, Jhat those Officers wdio had 
kiiowni of , the thing sliolild come to misfortune by his nieans,^ 
If the King would pardon these poor gentlem«5i, iie ivoiild 
tell hiiA everything. # For the rest, begged Sec|cendorf to 
help him in this labyrinth ; — nothi.wg could ever so oblige 
him as help now ; ’ and more of the like sort. These things 
he said,'' at Bonn, to Seckenddrf, the fountain of all his 
woes.‘^ What Seckendorrs reflections on this Iiis safi handi- 
work now were, we do not know. Probably he made none, 
being a strong-minded case-hardened old stager ; l)iit resolved 
to do wdiat he could for the poor youth. Somewhere on this 
route, at Bonn more likely than elsewhere, Friedrich witite ii^ 
^'pencil three ivords to Lieutenant Keith at Wesel, and got it 

'to the Post-Office: ^ Sairdcz-vous^ tout esi decmivert (All. is 

found out ; — aw'ay) ! ^ » 

Clement August, expensive Kurflirst of Kbiii (Elector of 
Cologne, as we call it), wffic»does%the hospitalities here at Bonn, 
ill a grand way, with ^ ab'ove a hundred and filty chamberlains ' 

^ Seckendorf (in Forster, iii. 4), ® Ik 

® Willielmina (i. 265) says it was a Page of the Old Dessaiier^s, a comrade of 

Keith’s, who, having known in time, gave him warning. ,f!eric8n it i s. : 

; of Friedrich’s, which the Books generally assign as cause, coiikrtot have done it 
(infra, p. 319, and the irrefragable date there). ' 

1 


1 
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for one item,^™glance at him, refider; perlmps we shall meet 
the'^maii again. He is younger Brother of the elegant 
ambitious Karl Albert, Ifurfiirst of Bavaiia, whom we have 
transiently heard of : sons both of them ^are of that * Elector 
of*Bavaria’ who haunts us in the Marlborough llistories, — 
who joined Louis xiw. in the Succession War, and got hiintecl 
about at such a rate, after Blenheim espelualy. His Boys, 
prisoncTs of the Kaiser, %vere bred»up in a confiscated state, as 
SOBS of a mere private gentleman ; nothing visioly ahead of 
them, at one time, but an obscure and extremely limited 
destiny of that kind ;» — ^though now again, on French favour, 
and the turn of Fortune’s inconstant wheel, they are mounting 
%’'ery high* Bavaria came all back to the old Elector of 
Bavaria ; even t^]Harlboro^gh’s * Principality of Mmdelkdm ’ ' 
earned And the p^iesent Kurfuy^t, ’who will not do the 
>_Pragnmtic Sanction at all, — Kurfiirst Karl Albert of Baiern, 
our old Kart Philip of Mannheim^s genealogical ^ Cousin ’ — 
we heard abstruse colleaguings thers, tendencies to break 
rtlie Pragmatic Sanction altogethei*, and reduce it to waste 
sheepskin 1 Not impossible Karl Albert will go high enougln 
■And this Clement August the cadet, he is Kurfiu\st iif Koln ; 
by good^ election-tactics, and favour of the French, he has 
managed to succeed , an Uncle here : has succeeded at Osim- 
bmek in like fashion ;■ — poor' old Ernst August of Osnabriick 
(to whom ive once saw’’ George i. galloping to die, and who 
iiniSi^-'S6bii” 'affer^'ed^lns^successor is this same Clement 
A%ust, the turn for a 

'"'"Osnabrikk, and the French being kind. KurliiRb'^df'Kdhi, 
Bishop of Osnabiiick, ditto of Paderbprn and Miinster, ditto 
, mow of Hildesheki ; richest Pluralist of the Church. Goes 
'about here in a languid expensm manner; green coat 
' .trimmed with i£arrow siR’er-lace, small bagwig done with 

^ At the Peace of Baden (corollary to 1714, Elector bad been 

^banned* sojemnI>* drummed out), 1.7065 nothing but French pay to 

J^iiv'ra|£irririrne“got back : died z 6 €.i February 1726, when Karl Albert succeeded 
(Michaelis, iL 255). 
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lor one , item,~glaiice at him? rep.-{le? ; perhaps we shall meet 
the .man' again* He is jounger Brother of tiie el^gaiit 
ambitions Karl Albert, Knrfiirst of Bawia, whom wc have 
transiently heard of : sons both of them are of that * Elector 
of "Bavaria’ who haunts us in the Marlborough iHistories,— 
who joined Louis xiv. in the Succession War, and got hunted 
about at such a rate, after Blenheim espet^ialy. His Boys, 
prisoners of the Kaiser, were bi'ed-up in a confiscated state, as 
sons of a mere private gentleman ; nothing visibly ahead of 
them, at one time, but an obscure and extremely limited 
destiny of that kind ; — though now again, on French favour, 
and the turn of Fortune’s inconstant wheel, they are mounting 
very high. Bavaria came all back to the old Elector of 
Bavaria; even ^Marlborough’s * Principality of JlkdcIMwd* 
earned And the p3?esent Kurfii^t, who will not do the 
^Pragmatic Sanction at all, — Kurfiirst Karl Albert of Baiern, 
our old Kart Philip of Mannheim’s genealogicarl ^ Cousin ’ ; — 
we heard of abstruse colleaguings ther?*, tendencies to break 
the Pragmatic Sanctioir^ altogether, and reduce it to waste ^ 
sheepskin ! Not impossible Karl Albert will gO' high eiioiigln 
" And this Clement August the cadet, he is Kurfiirst t>f Koln ; 

' by goo4 elcction-tactics, and favour of the Frencli, he has 
managed to succeed an Uncle here : has succeeded at Osna- 
briick in like fashion ; — poor old Ernst August of Osnabrilek 
(to whom we once saw George i. galloping to die, and who 
h:imsgfF''Sbdh'' is this same Clement 

A^tigust, the turn for a Catholh^s^i being come at * 
'^'"”*6snabruck, and the French being kind. IiSrfdtSt'*M' Koin 
' Bishop of Osnabrikk, ditto of Paderbpm and j^Iilnster, ditto 
now of Hildesheim ; richest Pluralist of the Church. Goes 
, about here in a languid expensm manner; green ' coat 

; 'trimmed with harrow siR'erdace, small bagwig done with ^ 

At the Peace of Baden {coroHarj to 1714. 'Elector had been 

M'iranned^ {gedck^% solemnly dnmimed out), 1706; nothing but French pay lo 
_ '"liVedpmirhiihc'got back : died 26 C February 1726, when Karl Albert succeeded 
(Michaelis, ii. 255). 
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FrfeE.ch garniture (ScMe^e) m^ront; and has red heels to Ms 
slioes.**^*A lanky Jiidoient figure^ age now tMrty; Hall and 
sloiieliing of person^ long lean face, hook-noseg black besTd, 
mouth somewhat open,’ ^ Has above one hundred and fifty 
'chamberlains;- — and, I doubt not, is inexpressibly wearisonSe,,^ 
to Friedrich Wilhelm in liis Majesty’s present mood. Patience 
'for the momeni, and politeness above all things ! — ^Tlie .Trio 
of lugilance^had no difficulty with Friediich ; brought Irini on 
board safe again' next day, and aH proceeded on their voyage ; 
the Hurfurst in person politely escorting as far as Koln, 

'Kohl, famed old City of the Three Kings, with its famed 
Cathedral where those three gentlemen are buried, here the 
Kurfiirst ceases escorting ; and the flat old City is left, excit- 
fng what reflections it can. The architectural Dilet'tanti of 
the Vorld gather here ; St^ Ursula and her Eleven Thousand 
Virgins were once massacred here, your Majesty ; an English 
Princess she, it is said. ^ Narrenpossen (Pack of Iiorrsense) ! ’ 

^ grumbles" Majesty. — Measant Diisseldorf^is much more 
interesting to Ms Majesty; the pfearant Capital of Berg,, 
which ought to be ours^ if light could be done ; if old Pfak ’ 
would giv^-iip his crotchets'", and^he bowls, in the big game 
playing at Seville and elsewhere, would roll fair ! Diisseldorf 
and that fine Palace of the Pfalzers, which ought to be mine ; 
— and here next is Kaiserswerth, a place of sieges, cannonach 
ings,* known to those I knew. from fatlier to son 

and grandson it goes on, and there is no end to tro'uble"™' 
hiid war !— 

His Majesty’s next lodging is at Mors ; old gaunt Castle in 
the Town of Mors, which (thanks to Leopold of Anhalt- 
De^ssau and the Iron Ramrods) u now his Ifajesty’s in spite 
of the Dutch. There the Mdging is, at an hour’s drive west- 
«^vard from the«®Lhine-shore : — where his Majesty quitted the 
River, I do not know ; nor whither the Crown-Prince went to 

* Bilscliing {Beyiriige^ iv, 201 -204; from a certain Travel Hn^ 

Diary of 1731 ; where also is detail of the ICurTurst’s mode'ofDifing, — elaborate ' 
bat drcaiy, both mode and detail)* *' His Schlossi^ now the Bonn Univemty.' 
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More; wi til hiiii, or waited i|i Iiis^ Yacht; bat guess the latter* 

• His ^fajesty iiriencJs for CJeldem 011 the morrow, or * matters 
of :l)iisiiiess thither, for the Town is his: but what would 
the ' Friiiee, in tlie present state of things, do there?— At 
Mr?rs, Sc;‘ekeniiorf found meatus to adclix‘ss Ins lilajesfy privately, 
and siiiifHed into liirn suggestion.^ of mercy to the repentant 
Frince* and to the |ioor Officers whoni^hefwas so anxious 
uhoiitf if he xvUl confess everything, and leave-off his 

quirks and coneealiuerits : Imt I know he woiil:-!'’ answered 
llajesty. 

In tliat dihipidatec! Castle of — look at it, 'reader, 

tliough ill tlie dark ; we may see it again, or the shadow of it, 
perha])s by niooidight. A very ^ gamit , old Castle; next to 
noFiing living* in it, since the Old Dessauer (by stratagem* 
and witlioivt shot* fircw.l) tljjng out the Dutch, in the Treaty-of- 
^ Utrecht lime; Milm Castle and Territory being indisputably 
ours, always wi,tlilield from us on pret#xtsd 

At (t^lilenp 411 the pre-siire of 4>usiiiess next day, his 
got word frm» WeseL, that liieui.enant Keitli was not 
now t:o !n,' ft.n:mc! in ’WeseL “Was last seen tliere (that we 
ea;i::i hmv of) ccaiain hours before mnir 'Alujesly's All-gnicioiis 
Order jirrived* Had snchlled his own horse; came amWiiig 
throngli, ilio Hriiiieii Chite, ** going out io hg’i'e a ridcfU he said, ; 
antf did ncd. rc>!nrnd' — Keith gx>ne, scandalous Keith, vv|ioi!i 
1 {lardonei! uulv iVw 'weeks ago ; he too is in the .Plot ! A'Vill 
•^the fery Ariny break i'ts oath, tlien?^ His Afajes'ty tiursts 
i'lito fire ariil llaiiie, at these new tidings ; cutlers that Coloiier 
Diimoiiliii (our expe,rtest rogue-tracer) go instantly ' on the 

« 

• ft 

^ Xairative of the march thiiher (Xight of 7ui Xovember 1712), and aexlrous 
'siirpri&al of tlie |,) 1 ace, i’,11 Lelm zmd TkrJm[Xmlnj- 

m IBOMS* hf pp* S.v90 ^wbere the I^^spalch of the astonished Dutch 

Coinnuirdant lunF’cfff, to Ihcii High Mightinesses, is given. Fart of the Orange* 
IleiiUuze, tins crane In- i]:e Great Elector's first wife 'but liad'himg 

sz/k fli:: (,th,on|;h, tlie f\irdiuie];ts were plain enongh) ever since t,Hu* King Willianfs 
^Keiic^atch accepted instead of and not even of the 

^ value o n? anotlier item the same lot. Besides which, we shall hear 

of old .Palaces at Loo and dilapidated dl>jects, incidentally in time coaling. 

^ ' 
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sceiit^ 'of Keitliji and follow hift till found and Saught* Also, 
on other hand, that the Crown-Prince be constituted# 
prisoner ; sail down to Wesel, piusoner in Ms Yacht, laiid 
await upon the Ehine^ there Ms Majesty’s arrivaL Foriiii5able 
omens, it is thought. * 

His Majesty, all business done in Gelderii, drives across to 
Wesel ; can seS* Fritz’s Yacht waiting duly in the River, and 
black Care Jiovering over her. It is on the evening t)f the 
12th of August 1730. And so his l\Iajesty ends this 
memorable Tour into the Reich ; but has not yet ended the 
.gloomy miseries, for himself and others, which plentifully 
sprung out of that. 


CHAPTER VII 

CATAOTllOPHE, AKJ) D^IAJESTY, ARRIVE IN BERLIN 

r f' 

^ At Berlin dark rumours of this intetided flight, and actiia! 
Arrest of the Crown-Prince, are agitating all the w^orkl ; 
especial foXieiitenant Katte, and the Queen and Wilhelinina, 
as we may suppose. The iirst news of it came tragi<c!ally on 
the young Priiices;vd ^ 

had given a h«ll in Ijoaour of Psipa’.s Birth — -Tuesday 
l^ith August 17S0 ; — and we were aii daiuing in the line saloo.us-o.fi Mob^^ 
-►liijoii, with pretty intein'als in the cool boscages and orangeries of the place : 
all of us as happy as could he ; IFilhelmina, in particular, dancing at au, 
unusual rate. ^ We recommenc^l the hail after supper. For six years 
I had not danced before ; it wuis newefruit, and I took luy fill of it^ with- 
out heeding much what was passing. Madam Bfilow, -who with others 0i 
them had worn long faces all night, pleading illness when one noticed 
said to me serial times : ^'^it is late, I ...wish you had done/'— If/? j - 
inmi I answered, me have enough of dancing this one new 

time; it may be long before it comes again/' — ^^That may w’ el I be !*' 

^ Apparently some riunoiir /m/3 which she canfiises iiujiyt. a£tcrr-:«.s 

memory with the specific news fivm Wesel ; for her dates here/^s iisualj are all 
awry (Wilhe^mina, i, 246 ; Preuss/i. 42, iv. 473 r Seckendorf, in Forster, iii, 6|, 
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aid she* I paiif no regard^ bat «ontin^ic^l to divert myself. Slia petiiriied 
;o the charge half an lionr after ; IV'ili you eiul, then i'* said* she with ^ 
i vexed air : are so engaged* you have eyes for nothing/'* ¥011 * 

areV such a hiinicmr/" I replied^ “■^that I know not what to make of . 

Look at the Queen^ theiij Madam : and you will cease to reproaeli 
me I A glance M'hieli I gave that waay Hlkd me with terror, lliere sat 
the Queen,, palc^r than death, in a corner of the roonii in low conference 
with SoiisfeM and Countess Fiiifcenstein. As mj^.^ Brother was most m 
my aa|ietieSj I askeih. If it concerned him? Billow shrugged her 
sliotilders, answering, “'C! don't know at all!'*' A mo»'it:;rit after, the 
Queen gave Good-night ; and got into her carriage with me,~speakiiig 
BO word all the ivay to the Schloss ; so that i thought my Brother must 
be dead, and I myself took violent palpitations, and Sonsfeld, contrary 
to orders, had at last to tell me in tlie course of the night/ Poor 
\¥iihelmliia, and poor ,I\Iother of ’IPilhdniina ! 

The fact, of Arrest, aiid unknown mischief to the Prince, '.is' 
taken for certain ; uiit rhat ma.y be the issues of it ; Vho 
^ besides the Prince have been involved in it, especially wdio will 
be found ti?have been involved, is matter of cfire guess to the 
.three wlio are most interested here. T^ieu tenant Katte finds 
he ought to dispose ofTlie Princess effects which were intnistecU 
to him; of the Thousand ^gold Thalers in particular, and, 
beyond and before all, of the loclced Writing-desk, in wliicdi 
^ lies llm Princess correspcmdence, tlie Te,ry Queen and Princess 
likely to be' concerned' in it! Katie de?ipatchcs these two 
objects, the Aloney and the little Desk, in all secrecy, to 
Madam Finkenstein, as to the surest hand, with a sliort fs'ote 
"khadowdiig out w^hat he thinks they are : Countess Finkenstein,^ 
old General von Finkeiisteiifs Wife, and a -second mother to 
the Prince, she, like her Husband, a sworn partisan of the 
Priioe and Ms Mother,, shall do ^with these precious and 
terrible objects what, to her omi wise judgment, seems best# ' 
Madam Finkenstein carries the'iSi at once, in deep silence, to 
the Queen. „Kiige dismay on the 'part of Sie Queen and*' 

' Princess. , 'They know too well what Letters may be' there ; 

and there is^a seal o» the Desk, and no key to it ; neither 
.y/TBuSt'itrhi '¥me\oiiiiiig, s0em to have btei opened, even if we 
' could now open it. ' A desperate pinch, and it must be solved. 
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Female., wit and Wilhelmiim 4id solve it^ by some preeminently^ 
acute device of their despair;^ and contrived to get the 
Letters out : hundreds of Letters, enough to be oar deaifi if 
read, says Wilhelmina. Tiiese Letters they burnt ; and get 
to writing, fast as the pen w'ould go, other letters in their 
stead. Fancy Jbhe mood of these two Royal Women, and the 
black whirlwind they were in. Wilhelmina’s despatq|i w^as 
incredible ;• jen went at the gallop night and day : ne'w letters, 
of old dates and of no meaning, are got into the Desk again ; 
the Desk closed, without mark of injury, and shoved aside 
while it is yet time. — Time presses ; his Majesty too, and the 
events, go at gallop. Heire is a Letter from his Majesty, to 
ea trusty Mistress of the Robes, or whatever she is; which, let 
it i^Tive through what softening media it likes, will complete 
the poor Queen's despairs : ® * 

# 

^ Bfy dear Frauwon Kamecke,~~-Frita lias attempted to (feser*. I have 
been niid^ tlie necessity tg have iiim arrested. I request you to tell my 
Wife of it in some good way, that the n%ws^may not terrify her. And 
uppity an unhappy Father. FniEnEicH WiIiHEUi/- 


The same post brought an 6rder to the Colonel of the 
Gens-d'Armes to put that Lieutenant Katte of his under 
close confinement; — we hope the thoughtless young fellow 
has already got out of the way ? He is getting his sMldie 
alte:i;ed : fettling about this and that ; ^oes not consider W'hat 
danger he is in. This same Sunday, his Major met hmi 
^ the street of Berlin; said, in a significant tone, 'You still 
here^ ^ Katte ! ' I go this .^night,’ answered Katte ; but he 

again put it oft’, did not go thk night ; and the order for his 
arrest did come in, Dn the morrow morning, Colonel 
Pamiewitz, hoping now was not there, went with the 
«rhadanmnthiiie'» order; aftd finding* the unliyky fellow, was' 
obliged to execute it. Katte lies in w'ard, awaiting what may 
be prepared for him. 

* * % 

^ Wilhelmina, i. 253-257,* ^ ^ 

^ No date; '‘arrived^ (from We«ei, we conclude), Sunday ®20tlb August/ at 
tlie Palace Berlin (Preuss, i. 4«). 
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Friedrich Wilhelm at wesel !»as had rough passages with 
the Prince and others. On the Saturday evening* ISth 
Au^st 1730,* his :Ma)esty had the Culprit brought on 
sliore, to the Commandant's House, for an interview. Culjmt 
proving less remorseful thmi was expected, .and evidently not 
confessing everything, a loud terrible scene .ensued ; which 
Friedrjeh IViihelin, the unhappy Father, ivincfed up by draw- 
ing his .sword to run the unnatural Son throujilf the body. 
Old Genera! ilosel, Commandant of l\'ese!, sprang between 
them, ‘ Sire, cut me to dejith, but spare your Son ! ’ and the 
sword was got back to its scabbard ; and the Prince lodged 
in a sep,arate room, two sentiies with^ tixed bayonets keeping 
watch over him. Friedrich Wilhelm end not see his face- 
again for twelve months to come, — ‘ twelve months and three 
days.’ * " 

* Militiiry ^gentlemen of due, grimness interrog^rted the Prince 
next evening," from a Paper drawn-up by bis l^Iajesly in the 
interim. Trince con%sc.>s little : Did de.sigu to get across 
the Rhine to Landau ; thence to Strasburg, Paris, in the* 
strictest iacognito; intended to vgiunteer there, thought he 
might take French service, pi'ofoundly incognito, .and signali.se 
hi»nself"in the Italian War (Just expected to break out), 
whiter might have recovered him some’iavour from his 
Majesty : doe.s not tell clearly where his nnmey came from ; 
sl^v extremely of elucidating K.atte and Keith • — in facf, as 
we perceive, struggles against mendacity, but will not tell the - 
whole truth. ‘Let him lie in waid, theil; and take what 
doom the Laws have appointed, for the like of him ! ’ Divine 
Laws,* are they not ? Well, yes, yom- Majesty ; divine and 
human ; — or are there perhaps no laws but the human sort, 
-completely explicit in this-case ? " He is my C^>lonel at least,’ , 
thinks Friedwch IVilhelm, ‘and tried to desert and make 
others desert. If a rebellious Crown-Prince, breaking his 
I'atiier’s.Jieart, find the laws still inarticulate ; a deserting 

J Preuss, iv. 473 > Seckesdorf (Forster, aii. 6 ) says 13 th, but wrmg. 

® Seckendorf (in Forster^ ili, 5}* ^ ■ 
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^ Colonel "of the Potsdam Regiment finds them speak plain ^ 

* enougR Let him take the answer they give him.’* — « ^ 

Dumoulinj in the mean while, can make nothing of K#ith, 
the runaway* Lienteiiaiit. Dumoulin, with his sagacious 
organ, soon came upon the scent of Keith ; and has dis- 
covered these tilings about him : One evening, a week before 
his Majesty arrived, Sunday evening 6th August 1#730/ 
Lieutenant TSeith, doubtless smelling something, saddled his 
horse as above mentioned, decided to have a ride in the 
country this fine evening, and issued out at the Briinen Gate 
of WeseL He is on the right bank of the Rhine ; pleasant 
yellow fields on this hai^d aild that. He ambles slowly, for a 
rpace ; then gradually awakens into* speed, iii^o full speed ; 
arrives, within a couple of hours, at Dingjlen, a Village in the 
Munster Tenitory, safe' over the Prussian Border, by the 
shox'test line : ^•^ld from Dingdeii rides at more ieisire, but 
' without lipsing time, in-f^o the Dutch Overyssel region, straight 
towards the Hague. He must b® 411 the Hag*ue ? said 
Dumoulin to the Official persons, on arriving there,— to 
Meinertshagen the Prussiaxi Ambassador there, and to 
Keppel, Dutch Official gentleman who %?as once Ambassador 
at Berlin. Prussian Ambassador applies, and again ajxplies, 
in the highest quarters ; but we fear they are sliick. 
Donipulin discovers that the man was certainly here ; Keppel 
readily admits, He had Keith to dinner a few days ago > biji^ 
^nvherC' Keith now is, Keppel cannot form the least guess. 

Dumoulin suspects he |s with Lord Chesterfield, the 
English Ambassador here. A Jight was seen, for a nighl^ or 
two, in' one of the gaiTet-tooms of Lord Chesterfield's house, 
—probably Keith reading ?—but^ Keith is not to be heard of, ^ 
pn inquiry the^e ; and the very light has |iow gone out. ^ 
The distinguished English Lord is gone to Engfand in these 
days ; but his German Secretary is not ^one : the House is 
inviolable, impregiiablq to Prussia. ^ Who knows/ in ^ite #f . 

^ ^ Mia f hex Ahis: in Preuss,*iv. 473. 

* Seckendorfl Forster, iii. 7), 
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tfee light going out, but Keitlf is still there, iiierelj wit.E a « 
window-shutter to screen Iiioi ? One morning, it Ifecomes ' 
apparent Keith is not there. One morning, a geiitleiiian at 
the seaside is adiiiiring Dutch fjshiiig-siiifts, and how they do 
sail ‘ Paoli, Sir, that is nothing ! ' answers a man in multi- 
plex hreedies : ^ the other night I %rent acrow to England in 
one, yiili an Exeeileiicjs Messenger who could not wait ! " — 
Truth is, the Cliesteriield Secretary, who forbacfe^liglits, took 
the first good night for conveying Keith to Sciieveniiigeii and 
the seaside ; where a Fisher-boat was provided for him ; 
'which carried him, frail, craft as it w'as, safe across to 
Eiiglanci Once there, the Autliarities took pity on the poor 
fellow ; — furiiished the piodicum of casfi and help ; semt Mm 
ivith Admiral Nonis to assist the Portuguese, menaced iivith 
Spanish war at this time^ amongf whom he gradually rose to 
be of Horse. Friedyieh Wilhelm cito|| him by tap of 

(Iriiin three times in IVesel, and also Jn the Gazettps, native 
and I)ot:cli ; tiiefi, as Jie did not come, nailed an Effigy of 
him (cot in finrr, if I rememljer) on the gallows tliere ; aiiif 
conl]s«ii:eci any property he.- haiL . Keith had moix'; pedigree 
t'liaii' |:iro|)€rl:y ; was of Pobero'w in Iknninerii ; mn of poc,>r 
gentlefcilks there. He sent no word of himself to Prussia, for 
theriiext ten years ; so that he had, become a kind of myth to 
many people; to his poor Mother among the rest, who 'has 
her tragical surmises about him. He 'will appear again; but 
not to iniicli purpose. His Brother, the Page Keith, is** 
packed into the Fusileer IlegimenJ:, at Wesel here ; and there 
'ivalks sentry, unheard of for the'* rest of his life. So much for 
the'^Iieiths.b 

Other' difficulty there -is as to Hie Prisoivof the Prince.* 
Wesel is a strong Town ; but for oMdous 'reasons one nearer 
Beriiii, farther from the frontier, w^ould be preferable. To- 

m* 

mii semen mni Freundent pp. 3S0, 392. — See^ 

*’ on this nnrt the otter points^ ^.Polliut^ Mfem^irenf iL 35 2 ‘374 (and correct liii 
manv blunders). ■* 
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^ wards Berlin^ however, is •bo route all on Prussian 

^ groun<j : from these divided, Cleve Countries we have to cross « 
a ' bit of Hanover, a bit of Hessen-Cassel : suppose these 
Serene Highnesses were to interfere? Not likely they*will 
interfere, answer ancient military men, of due grimiiess ; at 
any rate, we can go a round-about road, and they need not 
know ! That h the method settled on ; neighbouidiood of 
Berlin, cleai*ly somewhere there, must be the place Old 
Castle of Mittenwalde, in the Wusterhausen environs, let that 
be tlie first resting-point, then ; Rocho'w, Waldau, and the 
Wesel-Fiisileer-Coloiiel here, sure men, with a trooper or two 
for escort, shall conduct the^Prisoner. By Treueiibrietzen, by 
circuitous roads : swift, silent, steady, — -and with vigilance, as 
you shall answer !— These prelimiliaries settled, Friedrich 
Wilhelm drives off homewards, black Care riding behind him. 
He reaches Berlin, Sunday S7th August ; finds a world gone ^ 
all to a kind oPdoonisday with hftn there, poor gSitlftnan* 

* ' Sce7ie at Berlin an Majesty^s Arrival 

On SunSay evening 27tli August 17S0, Ms Majesty, who 
had rested overnight at Potsdam from his rapid journey, 
drove into Berlin* between four and five in the afteiiioon. 
Deserter Fritz is following, under escort of Ms three iniiifar}’ 
gentfemen, at a slower rate and by ckcuitoiis routes, so as 
to avoid the territories of Hanover and Flesseii,— towiiiife'^ 
Mittenwalde in the Wusterhausen neighbourhood. The 
military gentlemen are vigilas^l as Argus, and, though pitying 
the poor Prince, must be rigol’ous as Rhadamanthus* , His 
attempts at escape, of which tradition mentions more than 
one,, they will not report to P^a, nor even notice to the 
Trince liimself ;’^but will lake care Iq render •futile, one and 
all : Ms Majesty may be secure on that score. 

The scenes that follow are unusisal in royll jMstor}- ; aild ^ 
having been reported in the world ivith infinite noise and 

von. n* ’ 1* X 
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eeiisiire, made up of laughter audliorror^ it will, behove us to 
" be the more exact in relating them as tliey actually ^bcfcIL 
Veff dillciift to pii!l,5 out of that ravelled cartload of chaotic 
here a thread and there a thread, cap'^ible of being 
Irraught to the straight state, and woven into iegible nar- 
raldve ! Ikit |>erhaps, by that method the mingled laogl'i'ter 
and horror will niodila* itself a little* can well say 

is, that pity also ought not to be wanting* The next six 
months were iindoiilatedly In' far the wretcliedest of Friedridi 
Wilhelm's life. The poor King, except that lie was not corn 
scions of iiiteiidirig wrong, but much the reverse, walked in 
the hollo’w night of Gehenna, ah that while, and was often 
like to be driven mad by the turn thihga had taken, ^ 

Here is scene first :* Wilhelmina reports his Majesty 5 
arrival that Sunday* ai^.amoon, '^10 following effect * she' 

was present in the adventure, and not a spectatress only : 

# ^ « « * 

Qtii!Cfn was tiilone in his Majesty’s A|tirlment, waitJijLf for him as 
lie apj;ir«:ir'he<L At iier, in ihi: distaHay, lie. railed out : Ymir 

lose!, of a (mire jUs) has ciuied at last ; yem have cloi'ic witif 

oiMuwils tf» that effect ♦ What^’* fried Ihe Queen ^ 

Iiacl the harhsirily to kiy hiin? Yv.% I tell you.,— -hut where is tlie 
wMled r>eHk?** The Queen went in her own Apartment to fetch it; 1 
' raii'in to tier tliercj for a moment: shei muis out oU heiself, wringing Imr 
liamis, frying ineessaritly, and said willumt ecfaHing : 3hu i/ie m, mmifiis 
(CfOod, my Sion)!'* Erieith failed me; I foil fainting into the arms of 
de »Sc>nsfeld/ — l“'hc Queen took away the Widliiigo-ase ; King 
tore out the letters^, and went oif; ujmii which the Queen came dowit 
'again to iis, # 

We learned from some attendaiiythat., at least, my llrofher wavs not 
dead.j The .King now came back* 4\fo all ran to kiss liis liaiids ; but me 
he no sooner noticed than rage and furC took possession of liini. He 
became black In the face, his ejes sparkling hre, his inoiith foaming. 

.. Infaincms eanmiky*' said he; darest J-hoii show thyself before me? 
Go, keep thy^scCiindrei of a Brother company ! .And so, paying,* 
he seized me witlit one hand, slapping me on the face wdth the otlierf — 
clenched as a fist several blows ; one of wiitch struck me on the ^ 

* teinple, p tluftT foil back, and should have sp'ijt my head against a corn-cr 
^ of the ■vvainscbi., had not Madam de Sonsfeld caught me by the headdress 
and broken the fall. I lay on the groufod without conscioiisness. The 
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Kiag_,' in a irenzy;, was for strikingine wJtb. his feet ; had not the Qneeiij 
my Sistgrs^ and the rest^ run between^ and those who were present pre- 
vented him. They all ranked themselves round me, which gave 
Mesdames de Kamecke and Sonsfeld time to pick me up. They pift me 
in ' a chair in the enibrasire of a window ; threw water on ray face ito 
bring 'me to life : which care I lamentably reproached them with, death 
being a thousand times better, in the pass things had come to. The 
Queen kept shrlel«iig;,*her firmness had quite left her : she wrung her 
hands, and ran in despair up and down the room. The King’s fiTce vras 
so disfigured wilh rage, it was frightful to look upon. The little ones 
were on their knees, begging for me,' ^ — 

— poor little beings, what a group : Amelia, the youngest 
girl, about six; Henri, in his bits of trousers, hardly over 
four ! — For the rest, I pyerceive, this room was on the first or 
a lower floor, and sucli i^oises were veity audibl^fe The Guard 
had turned out at the noise; and g. cr^wd was collecting to 
see and hear : ^ Move onl Slove on ! ’ — 

*^The King had 3low changed his tuna : he admitted that inf Brother 
was still alwe ; but vowed ]^orribly he 'ivould put hhn to death, and lay 
me fast within four w^alls for the rest of ihy He accused me of being 
ijiie Princess accomplice, whose crime was high treason ,* — also of having 
an intrigue of love with Katte, to w’^hom, he said, I had borne several 
children.* 'flie timid Gouvernante flained-up at this miheard-of insult : 

^ ‘^^That is not true,** said she fiercely ; whoever has told your*X:Iajesty 
such a thing has told % lie !** - O, spare mjr Brother, and I will marry 
the Biike of Weissenfels,” wliimpered I ; but in the grea:t noise hc^ndid 
not hear; and ivhile I strove to repeat it louder, Sonsfeld elapt her 
liandkiirchief on my face. ® ^ ^ 

^ Hustling aside to get rid of the handkerchief, I saw Katte crossing tliT’ 
bquare. , Four soldiers were conducting him to the King ; trunks, my 
Brother’s and his own, sealed, were coming on in the rear. Pale and 
downcast, he took off his hat to salifte^me,* — poor Katte, to me alwty| so 
prostrate in silent respect, aiuj now so. unhappy 1 A moment ifxer, 
the JKing, hearing lie was come, went out exxiaiming, ‘^‘■'Now I shall have 
proof about the scoundr.el Fritz and the %fiFscourmg (cmmiiie) Willielmina ; 
^dear proofs to cut Ae heads off®them.** * — tie two Hof%.mes again inter- 
fered ; and one of them, Kamecke it was, rebuked him ; tcfld him, in the 
tone. of a prophetess. To take care what he was doing. Whom his 
Majesty gazed into with astonishment, but rathef^witli resfsfict than with'* 
auger, saying, ^ Your intenfions are good ! ^ 


^ Wilhslmina, i. 265-26^^. 
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Anil so his Majesty fliuigf' out,(?seekiiig Katte ; and vanisliecl : 
Wilhelmiiia saw no more of him for about a year after ;* Ixang 
ordered to her room^ and kept prisoner there cm low diet, with 
sentries guarding her cloors^ and no r^utlook the worst 
horror lier iiiiagioation pleased to paint. 


Tlys is tiic celebrated assault of pifterfud IMajcsty on 
Wilhelmiiia ; the rumour of which has gone into all laiitis, 
exciting w'onder aiici horror* but could not be so exact as 
this account at first-hand. Naturally the crowd of street- 
passenger, once dispCTsed by the Guards carried the matter 
abroach and there \ms no end of svmpatlietic exaggerations. 
Report ran in Berlin's for example, that the poor Princess was 
killed, beaten or trampled to death ; -wliicli 'ire clearly see she 
iras not. Voltaire, ni ttiat mass of angry ealiirniii'es, \ery 
" iiieiiciacminiindeech wdneh he calls Wie Prk\r €lu Mot de Pnme^ 
mentions the matter witl'i *ernphasis ; and says tkrlhcr, TIhj 
P rincess Ciiice dkf liini (I’oltairf^) the '^honour to slicnv liim a. 

, black mark slie ciiirric3 on her breast ever after " ; — whi4!li i% 
likelier to be false tlian fi'iie. {Vtj)tain Guy Dickens, file 
' Legalidriarv C'Viptaii;^, ivho seems a .clear, ingenuous, and 
^ iiigeincfus man, and of course had access to the higl'iest carries 
' 'of .felined rumour, rep«>ris the matter about ten diivs after, 
w'ith several errors, in this manner ; 

**' Beriin^ Mh Sepiewikr IfaO. Four or fire ilays ago’* (ly the Almanac 
aiiie, ant! tlircctly 01:1 his Majesty return, which Itlckens had ainicnnicctf 
a w'eek ago without that fact attach^, ^the King dreadfully ill-treated 
^ '\T'iJhe!miua in tied (not in 'bed at aa) ; ^ wdiole Castle {SeMms or 'Palace)' 
^ was 'alarmed ; Guard turned cHar away the crem’d, as wa per- 

ceive. Not properly a crowd, such was not permissible there ; tot a 
y stagnation of the passers-by would a;r«;iiriilly ensue on that espIa'iW'de ; 
till the Guard t*irned out, and indicated with emphasis, ^ Move ,011 !• 
Dickens hears farther that ^the Queen fares no better * ;—siich' is the 
sMe of rumour In Berlin at present. 

^ " Poof Ka^dje'^ad a hard audience af it too. He fei! at 
Friedrich Wiihehifs feet ; and wa*s spurned and caned —for 
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^ the Te&% beyond what was •already evident, had little or^ 
• nothiifg to confess : Intention of flight and of accompanying 
in 'flight very -nndeniable ; although preliminaries and ulterior 
conditions of said flight not perfectly known to Katte ; kncp^n 
only that the thought of raising trouble in foreign Courts, or 
the least vestige of treason against his Majesty, had not 
entered even intQ ftieir dreams. A name or two of persons 
who had knc^vn, or guessed, of these operations, is wTung from 
Katte ; — name of a Lieutenant Spaen, for one ; who, being on 
guard, had admitted Katte into Potsdam once or twice in 
disguise : — for him and for the like of him, of whatever rank 
or whichever sex, let arrests be made out, and the scent as with 
sleuth-hounds be diligently followed, on 'all sijjes ; and Katte, 
strint of his uniform, be locked-up in lie gr-iminest manner. 
Berlin, with the rumour of these filings, is a much-agitated 
city. , , • , • 

■ * • . 

* CHAPTER VIII 

SEQUEL TO CKOWN-PEINCE AND FEIENDS 

As for the Crown-Prince, prosecuting his circuitous route, 
he arrives safe at Mitten-walde ; is lodged in the old Qistle 
there, I think, for two nights (but the date, in these indexless 
Bools, is blown away again), in a roomlbare of all thing% vdt:h 
sentries at the door; and looks out, expecting Gromkowand 
the Officials to m^^:e assault on him. One of these Officials, 
a certain ‘ Gerber, Fiscal who, as head of PRi||siaii 

Fiscals (kind of Public •Prosecutor, or supreme Esseifce of 
I^iliffs, Catchpoles and Grand-Curies all in one), wears a red 
^ Cloak, — gave the Prince*a dreadful start. cloak is the® 

Berlin Hangmaifs or Headsman’s dress : and poor Friedrich 
had the idea his end had summarily c'niie in this manner. 
Soon, seeing it was j^tlierwise, his^spirfts r^oiwed, ^perlif|fe 
rose by the shock. ^ 

He frmted Grumkow -and the Officials, with a high, almost 
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^ contc^mptiioiis look ; answered proniptlj,— if possiblej^^witliout • 
lying, aiicl yet without telling anything showed self-posses- » 
sioii; pride ; retorted soinetiines^ ^ you iiotliiug more to 
as'k ? Gruriikow liiicliiig there was no w\«y riiacie into aiiytliiiig* 
not even into the secret of the Writing-ense and tfic Hoyui 
Womei’fs oyieratioiis there, begati at last, as sav's, 

to hiat, That in iiis Majesty S service tliere ^vere means of 
bringing out the truth in spite of refractory liuwcHirs ; that 
there was a thing Cidled the rack, not yet abolished in Iiis 
Pmssiaii Majestj^s dominions ! Friedrich owned afterwards, 
his blood ran cold. However, he put on a high, look : * A 
Hangman, such as you, naturally takes pleasure in talking of 
Iris tools and h|s trade: Jsut on me the 3 ^''%vill not produce aiiw 
eO'ect. I have owned everything ; — and almost regret to have 
done so. For it is not my parF to- sta,!id questionings and 
"" bandy r^spc^ises with a coqum a'mnne ram\ scoipidrel like you," 
reports '\VilheliTiiiia,^ though wq hope the actual term was 
sliglilly Jess cai'iclici l-^Griinikow gathered his iioles togethcfr: 
mid went his w‘ays, with tlm inati in red cloak a!:irl 
rest; thus ,firiisl'iirig the scene in ^Iiitenw,'dde. 
which .wc to kmwv long since, io our Wusterlimiscn rides 
, with poor Dull, an ; little thinking what awai,l:ecl us l,het(* 011 ^.^ 

, day*^ 

Mittemvalde being finished, Friedrich, on Monday 5tli 
September 1730, is sent forward to Cilstriri, a strong little 
town in a cjiiiet Country, some sixty or sewity miles ca.st'WH,rd* 
of Berlin. On t,he evening of the 5th he finds hi.!nself lodged, 
in , '"strong room of the F^rtfess there,— room consisting 
of bare W'alls lighted from for up; no furniture, not even 
the necdfiilest ; everything indicating that the ' proud spftrit 
' and the iron laws vshall hare have tMr duel oijj; at leisure,, ancF 
see which h sftronger. 

His sword was taken from him at Wesel ; sword, innhirm, 

« %xmj mark digiiit}% all jire nowvgone: he is clad In hroivn 
prison«d,ress 01 the plainest cut and cloth ; his diet is fixed at 

^ L : 2 So. • 
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^ tenpence a day^Ho be got fiom tiie cook’s shop, six gmscheii 
• for dkiher, four for <»snpper’) food to be cut for him, no* 
knife allowed. Room is to be opened, morning, , noon,^iand 
evening, ^ on® the average not above four minutes each time ’ ; 
lights, or single tallow-light, to be extinguished at seven 
Absolute solitude ; no flute allowed, far from it ; no books 
allowed, except^ the Bible and a Prayer-Book, — or perhaps 
NolteniusV ^famial^ if he took a hankering for it. ^"here, 
shut-out from the babble of fools, and conversing only with 
the dumb Veracities, with the huge inarticulate meanings of 
Destiny, Necessity, tod Eternity, let the fool of a Fritz be- 
think himself, if th^e is aii^y thought in him ! There, among 
..the Bogs of the Oder, fhe very sedges getting brown all round 
him, and the very curlews flying o!f for happier climes, let 
him wait, till the que^ioB of his •doofo, rather an abstruse 
question, ripen in the royal breast. # 

As for Wilhelmina, she is close prisoner in her apartments 
in the Berlin Palace, sentries pacing at evepy outle% for many 
^months to come. WiBielmina almost^ rather likes it, such a 
dog of an existence has she had hitherto, for want of being ' 
well let alone. She plays, reads ; conijgoses music ; smuggles 
letters to and from Mamma, — one in Pencil, from my* Brother 
even, O Heavens 1 Wilhelmina weeps, now and then, with 
her good Sonsfeld ; hopes nevertheless there will be some 
da^^^i to this ragnaroje^ or general ^«twd light of the j;ods.’ 
Friedrich Wilhelm, convinced that England has had a hifad 
in, this treason, signifies officially to his Excellency Captain 
Dickens, That the English ^Negotiations are conclude^ that 
neither in the way of Singhs^Marriage nor of Double-IIar^iage 
w411 he have anything more to do with England. ^Well,’ 
answers England, * who hiSp it ? Negotiation was not^ 
quite of our seeking. Let it so end !’ ^ — Nfey^at dinner one 
,day (Seckendorf reports, while Fritz was on the road to 

♦ 

^ Order, I4tli September(ti730 (in Forster, 372). 0 ^ ^ , 

' ® Dickens’s Despatch, 2Stii Sratember 1730 ; and Harrington’s Ansirer to itr 
of 6t!i October : Seckendorf (in J^rstcr, iii. 9), September. 
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CXi'Stria} he prcipciBes the tc>n>t, ^ilh,nvnhi!l of J.uighincy*' ^ and 
’ 'Would Imvij lifu! tlie Queen drink it ; whh naiiiraily wepti but ^ 
I i'otild not, be made to drink. Her Majesty is a 

aliinisl h'rcikendiearted woman ;»his ^Majesty a raging^ 
cilinost !ii'i')kc,'iidicarfeti mam 8et'‘kt'rHiorf am! GroiTikow are, 
lis il vi«:tu'riot:L^ ; iviH'l now have they* appreh, elisions 

cm latter wore. Ihit thew look on* will:i countenances 
well %X'i!ccb ami toiicli the hehn judiciously Tobacco- 
FarMaincait, iidcuvt on tiwi ncarot harbour of refuge. 

Her .Majesty neverOielesg steadily persists ; nierely ' sinks 
deeper out of sight with her English scheiiMis; ducking till 
file iv'ave go ln\ Jlessagcs, despemte appeals still go, through 
.Maiiisell Bidow^ Wilhelnijna's Hofdame, ^:iiK.i citl’ier cliamiels 
nayA^'iIliehriina thinks there %vere sti!! intentions cm the part 
of Eiiglandy and that the* iicm-fuMhwait of tlieni at the last 
♦ mounuit, J'ur|ic,d on aeddeni; English *=Ciiurie| arrivcci some 
hour> too !a.!;cd thinks Wilheiinina.'*^ But that is a^mistake. 

' Tlii: ncgotifdiou, *111 of her Majesty s ertcicavoiifs, was 
esM/utiidiy out; England, such a mcss;yxc\, could not,* 
lior did, farther in t'he j'laiten^ ^ 

# # 

In that MTitirig-ease ins Mujesty" found what we know ; 
notlijng but mysterious effwts of iemale art, and no light 
wliatever. It is a gn‘at source of wraih and of sorrow to 
hii! 4 , Jhat !ieithcT in "Rhe Writing-case, nor in KattEs or the 
Prince's so-called * Confessions^ can the tiling be seen into.# 
A deeper bottom it must have, thinks Ids M'ajesty, !>iit knows 
noljAat or wherti. To overtirffi the Country, belike; and 
'iiiig'Tlie Kaisei*, and European Balance of Power, bottom 
uppermost ? Me tliey presumably meant to^ poison 1 , he 'tdls, 
^•Seckeiiciorf' one day.^ ever iPfther mor|'aireM for Ms 

; cHidreii, soiihaifcibmfy ? Anxious, to excess, to bring them 
up in orthodox iiiirtiire and admonition : and. this is how they 

* ‘•yif * 

' Seclt^Mf'fln Fdrste% iii. II}. ■ • ' 

^ WHhelmma (1. 369, 3S4). and f’re^Ks and others ufter her* 

* I)ic'kens\s Despatch* i6th Septeinlw 1730. 
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n reward-.^,mej Herr FeH^eugnieistef ! ^Had he honestly con- 

• fessed? and told me fhe whole truth, at Wesel, I would have*^ 
made it up with Mm quietly there. But now it must g;6 its 
lengths ; and the whole world shall be judge between us.*^ 

His Majesty is in a flaming height. He arrests, punishes 
and banishes, where there is trace of cooperation or connexion 
with Deserter fcilia and his schemes. The Billows, Ijrother 
and sister, bipther in the Singe's service, sister in Wilhelmiim’s, 
respectable goldstick people, originally of Hanover, are hurled 
out to Lithuania and the world’s end : let them live in Memel, 
and repent as they can. Minister Knyphauseii, always of Eng- 
lish tendencies, he, with life Wife, — to whom it is specially 

* chard, while General Schwerin, gallant ,*witt}^ Kurt, once of 
Mecklenburg, stays behind, — is ordered to disappear, and fol- 
low his private rural busiilfess far olF ; no minister, evermore. 
The Lieutenar^l Spaen of the Giant Regiment, kept false 
watch, ^d did not tell of Katte, gets cashiering and a year 

' in Spandau. He wandered elsewhither, ahd camfi to soiiie- 
thing afterwards, poor Spaen.^ Bookseller Hanau with this 
bad Fritzjg Books : To Memel with him also ; let him deal in 
more orthodox kinds of Literature ther% , 

' ' It is dangerous to have lent the Crowui-Prince nioftey, con- 
trary to the Royal Edict ; lucky if loss of your monej^ will 
settle the account. Witness French Montholieii, for one; 
Count, or whatever he styled himself f nailed to the gfrl|ow's 
c (in effigy) after he had fled. ' It is dangerous to have spof en 
kindly to the Cro?vn-Priiice, or almost to have been spoken to 
by him. Doris Ritter, a c^Shtely enough good girl, |«^hiiig 
of a beauty, but given toianusic, Potsdam Canto^^'^s (Precentor’s) 
daughter, has chanced to 'be standing in the door, perhaps to 
^ be singing witljin doors, ^nce or tw^pe, when the Prince passed* 
that way : Prince inquired about her music, *‘ga.ve her music, 
spoke a civility, as young men will, — ^nothing more, upon my 
honour; though his Majesty believes there much. iiior#; 

0 ' • m ' 

^ Seckendorf (Forster, ubi suj^ra), 23d Sept, 

* Preuss, i. 63, 66. * 



380 SHIPWRECK OF DOtIBLE-:\IARRL\GE i[bk. vn. 

^ <r ' ^ ISth Sept. 45tli Oct. 1730 

and condemns poor Doris'' to be wliipt f3y the Bc?aclle, and • 
' beat hemp for three years. RhadamanChus is a strict ^i'lidge^ 
yon'r Majesty ; ami might be a trifle better infiiriiieci !— Four 
I)pris got out of this sad pickle^ on h^x own strength ; and 
arecicledj and did well enough,— Prince and King happily 
leaving her alone thenceforth. Voltaire, twenty years after, 
had the pleasure of seeing her at Berlin f ^ Wife of one 
Sehommers, Clerk of the Hackney“Coach Office,*-*— read, 
SchoBier, Farmer of the Berlin Hackney-Coach Enterprise 
in general ; decidedly a poor man. Wife, by this tiirie, was 
grown hard enough of feature: Hall, lean; looked like a 
'Sibyl ; not the least appearance- ho'w she tmikl ever have 
deserved to be whipte for a Princef^ 

The excellent Tutor of the Crown-Prince, good Diiliari de 
Jandiin, for what feult or complicity-we know not, hiirleil 
iS'OfF to Meii|el; ordered to live there,— on wtiafc resources is 
"ec}ua!}ymnkiiowrL Apparently his fault was the g(.*i|eral one, 
of having liiisediiditcd tlia Prince, and introduced llicse French 
literatures, foreign poisonous elements of thouglit and |)Hic.ti;Ce'* 
into the miiicl of his Piipi!, winch have ruined the young man. 

' For his Majesty I'lerccjives tliat there lies the source of it. ; that 
’ only tohil perversion of tlie heart ami Jtidgriieiil;, first of ali, 
can^have brought a!>ont these dremiful rshiies of conduct 
And indeed his Majesty undetHands, on credihie informa- 
tioij, .that Deserter Ffitz entertains very heterodox ojnnions : 
opniioB on , Predestination, for one; — 'which is itself cak‘ulafed 
to be the very mother of mischief, in, a young luiml indined to 
evil.^^he heresy about Predes^^ffiiation^.or the ^ Frek Gnmkn^ 
tcaM "(Election by Free Grace),’ 'as, his ' Majesty terms it, 
according to which a man is^ preappointed' from allTStemtty'' 
, either to salvation or thg upposile. (which is^^Fritrfs notion,, 
and indeed is.. Cilvin s, and that of niany beniglited creatures, 
thk' Editor among them), appejm to his i^lajes'ty an alto- 
gether shocking yme { nor would the wliole Synod of Dort, or 
... ' ■ o 

^ Voltaire, (Brnres {caluronioa? P'lc du Pm de Pmsse)^ ij. gr, 52. 

Preass, I €4, 66. ' 
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^ Calvin, _ or St, Aiigostiiie' in |)ersdh5 aided by a Thii’tj-Editor 
/powen^ reconcile Hsi Majesty’s practical judgment to such a.* 
tenet. What ! May not Deserter Fritz say to himself, ^eveii 
now, or ill whatever .other deeps of sin he may fall ^ I 
was foredoomed to it : how could I, or how can I, help it 
The mind of hjs Majesty shudders, as if looking over the edge 
' of an abyss. _ ■ fie is meditating much whether nothing^can be 
done to sa!!e^the lost Fritz, at least the soul of him, from this 
horrible delusion ; — hurls forth" your fine Dulian, irith his 
metaphysics, to remote Memel, as the first step. And signifies 
withal, though as yet only historically and in a speculative 
way, to Finkenslein and ^Kalkstein themselves, That their 
^method of trainirig*up* a young soul, lio do God’s will, and 
accomplish useful work in this world, does by no means 
: appear to the royal m^idmn admirable one!^ Finkeiisteiii 
and Kalkstein^ were always covertly rather of ^the Queen’s# 
party, ajd no%v stand reprimanded, and in marked disfavour. 

Thtit the treasonous mystery of @this Citiwn-Priiice (pairi- 
^ cidal, it is likely, and tending to upse-f the Universe) must be 
investigated to the very bottoi^, and be condignly punished, 
probably with death, Ms" Majesty percales too %vell ; and also 
what terrible difficulties, formal and essential, there^will be. 
But whatever become of his perishable life, ought not, if 
possible, the soul of him to be saved from tlie claws of Satan ! 

^ Cl&w’^s of Satan ’ ; ‘ brand from the burning ’ ; ^ for Chr|st our 
Saviour’s sake ’ ; ^ in ^ the name of the most ' merciful (fbd, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen ’ : — so Friedrich Wilhelm 
phrases it, in those coBfii>%d old documents and Qi^inet- 
Letters of his ; ® which i'|W'aken a strange feeling in the^atteii- 
the reader; and show us the ruggedest of hunmii creatures 
melted into blubbering^ lendirnegs, and growding huskily^ 
something which we perceive is real pray#. ^ Here has a 
business fallen out, such as seldom occurred before ! — 

^ His Letter to th«iii (3d Decembei^730), in F6»tefni« ^ ^ 

* Forster, i. 374, 379, etc, ♦ 
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CHAPTER IX 

(Toitrt-maetial on ceown-prince and consorts 

The rumour of these things naturally fill^ all minds, and 
occupies all human tongues, in Berlin and ♦Prussia, though an 
Edict threatens, That the tongues shall be cut ot0 %hich speak 
of them in any way,^ and sounds far and wide into foreign 
Courts and Countries, where there is no such Edict, Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s conduct, looked at from without, appears that of a 
hideous royal ogre, or blind anthropophagous Polyphemus 
fallen mad. Looked at^from within, "v^ere the Polyphemuaft 
has his reasons, and a kind of inner rushlight to enlighten his 
path ; and is not bent bn man^eaiing, but on discipline in 
* spite of^di^culties, — it is a^wild enough piece of humanity, 
not so much ludicrous as tragical. Never was a roy^l bear so 
led about before a gayr of conjuring pipers in the rfiarket, 
or brought to such a pass in his dancing for them ! • 

^ General Ginkel, the Dutch Ambassador here,’ writes DiSceus, ^ toH 
me of all interview he In^ with the King being ordered by their High 
Mightinesses to solicit his Majesty in this matter. King ^harbours 

mcft monstrous wicked designs, not ft to be spoken of in words” reports 
Ginkei It is certain,” added he, if the King of Prussia continne In 
the mind he is in at present, we shall see scenes here as wicked and 
blaftiy as any that were ever heard of since the creation of the world.” 

Will sacrifice his whole family,” not the Crown-Prince alone ; every-* 
body except Grnmkow being, as he fancies, in conspiracy against him.” 

; Poor||«!«ikchanted King I — And alJ^Siese things he said with such 
imprecations and disordered looks, foaming at the mouth ail the while, 
as it was terrible either to see or hear.”’ That is GinkePs r6port,^as 
Dickens conveys it,'^ Another time, omnew order, a month later, when 
^ Ginkei went againJ:o speak a #ord for the*poor Frisoiner, he found his<, 
Majesty clothed not in delirious thunder, but in sorrowful thick fog; 
Ginkei was the less able to judge what the King of Prussia meant to 
do with Ms SoUfc asjt wa^ evident the King himself did not know,” ® 
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^ Poor Priedrich Wilhehif^ through these months, wanders 
, about* Ihifting from iroom to room, in the night-time, like a* 
man possessed by evil fiends ; ^ orders his carriage for Wugter- 
hausen at t^o in the morning/ but finds he is no better there, 
and returns ; drinks a great deal, ‘ has not gone to bed softer 
for a month past.’^ One night he comes gliding like a 
perturbed ghosV, about midnight, with his candle in his hand, 
into the Queen’ll apartment ; says, wildly staring, He^thinks 
there is something haunting*^ him’: — 0 Feekin, erring 
disobedient Wife, wilt not thou protect me, after all? 
TOiither can I fly when haunted, except to thee ? Feekin, 
like a prudent woman, makes no criticism ; orders that his 
^Majesty’s bed be ma|le-»up in her apartn|ent till these pheno- 
mena cease/ A much-agitated royal Father,* 

‘1?he question what is to Jbe done^witlf this unhappy Crown- 
Prince, a Deserter from the army, a rebel against the paternal^ 
Majesty, and \ believer in the*^ doctrine of Eleft:io?i by Free 
Graces or that a man’# good or ill conduct is foredc^med upon 
« him by decree of God, — becomes more intricate the longer one 
thinks of it* Seckeiidorf and Grumkow, alarmed at being too 
victorious^ are set against 'Violent* high methods ; and suggest 
this and that consideration : ‘ Who is i? that can leg^ly try, 
condemn, or summon to his bar, a Crown-Prince? He is 
Prince of the Empire, as well as your Majesty’s Soif!’- — 
he is Heir of the Sovereig|i Majesty in Prussia, 

^ too ; and Colonel in the Potsdam Guards ! ’ answers Fiiecfcich 
Wilhelm* #' ■ 

At length, after six or se^gn weeks of abstruse meditation, 
it is settled in Tobacco-Parliaifient and the royal breas^fhat 
Katte and the Crown- Aince, as Deserters from the Prussian^ 
Army, can and shall be wi^d fey Court-Martial ; to that no 
* power, on thelarth or out of it, can have an|^ objection wortlf 
attending to* Let a fair Court-Martial of our highest military 
characters be selected and got ready* Let that, as 'a voice of 
Rhadamanthus, speat upon the tvm culprits ♦ ^id tell iXs what 
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is to be done. ' By the middle of October, things on’ Friedrich , 
•Wilhelm’s side have got so far. • * • 

Crown-Prince in Ciistrin 

Poor Friedrich rrieanwhile has had a grim time of it^ these 
two months back ; left alonej in coarse lirofrn prison-dress^ 
within®^ his four bare walls at Ciistrin ; in nnkiteiiTiiptedy 
unfathomable colloquy with •the Destinies and tlie NecessiticKS 
there. The King’s stern orders must be fulfilled to the letter ; 
the Crown-Prince is immured in that manner. At Berlin^ 
there are the wildest rumours as to the state he has fallen 
into; ^covered with rags and vermifij *unshaveiij no coinb^ 
allow^ed him, lights his own fire,’ says one testimony, w^hich 
Captain Dickens thinks wnrih reporting. For the truth is, 
^10 unofficial eye can see the Crown-Prince, or know what state 
he is in.® And we find, in Ipite of the Edict, , ^ tongues,’ not 
cut out/ kept wagging at a high rate.® * People of ali®ranks 
are unspeakably indignant ’ at certain heights of the business : ® 
^Margravine Albert said publicly, ‘‘A tyrant 'as bad as 
Nero!”;' ^ " 

How* long the Crown-Prince’s defiant humour held, out, we 
are riot told. By the middle of October ,th&e comes proposal 
of' entire confession ’ from the Prince ; and though, when ^ 
Papa sends deputies accordingly, there is next to nothing liew 
coiTOSsed, and Papa’s anger blazes out again, probably we may ^ 
take this as the turning-point on his Son’s part. With him, 
of co CTse , that mood of mind a?uld .not last. There ,is no 
wild^lioii but, finding his barn are made of iron,' ceases ' to 
bite them. ^ The Crown-Prince there, "in his horror, indignation' ' 
and despair, had a lucid hum^fh jufi^ent in him, too ; loyal 
to facts, and well knowdng their inexorable" natui'e. Just * 
, sentiments are in this young man, not capable of permanent 
distortion into^ spasm 4 >y any form of injustice laid on them.. 

‘ It IS not lon^tlil he begins to discern, ^athwart this terrible, 
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^ qBasi-iBfefBal element^ that the facts are ; anil that notliiiig ^ 
but d^Cmctioiiy and ^no honour that were not dishonoiiTj will • 
be got by not conforming to the facts. My Father may be a 
tyrant, and driven mad against me : well, well, let not me ^at 
least go mad ! t 

Grrnmkow is busy on the mild side of the business; of 
course Grumkow and all official men. Grumkow cannot but 
ask Mm§el& this *question among others : How if the King 
should suddenly die upon us ! ‘Grumkow is out at Ciistrin, 
and again out ; explaining to the Prince, wffiat the enormous 
situation is ; how inflexible, inexorable, and of peril and horror 
incalculable to Mother and Sister and self and royal House ; 
and that there is ong ffossibility of good, issue, and only one : 
that of loyally yielding, where one c&not resifc. By degrees, 
soaiS lurid troublous but ^ perceptible • light-gleam breaks 
athwart the black whirlwind of our indignation and despair ; ^ 
^and saner thoughts begin to insinuate themselves.* ®Obey, 
thou art* not the strifngest, there are stronger than thou ! 
,All men, the:''^higliest among them, %re called to learn 
obedience.’ 

Moreover, the first swe% of royal fury being past, Ms 
Majesty’s stern regulations at Ciistrin began to relax in fulfil- " 
ment; to be obe}%d only by those immediately responsible, 
and in letter rather than in spirit even by those. PresiSent 
von #Munchow who is head of the Bomain-Iiammer, jchief 
representative of Government at Ciistrin, and resides in Ihe 
Fortress there, ventures after a little, the Prince’s doors being 
closed as' we saw, to have an ojrifice bored through tii^^oor 
above, and thereby to comnidhicate with the Princef and 
sympathetically ask, What he can do for him ? ' Many things, 
books among others, are, uiMer (finning contrivance, smuggled 
In by the judiSoiis Mimchow, willing to riskthiniself in such 
a service. For example, Miinchow has a son, a clever boy of 
seven years old ; who, to the wonder of neighbopys, goes int% ^ 
child’s-petticoats agaid ; and testifil^ the liveBe^ desire to 
admitted to the Prince,^ land bear kitji 'company a little! 
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Surely the law' of No-company do€^ not extend to that of an 
innocent child ? The innocent child has a row of poekets all 
roupd the inside of his long gown ; and goes laden^ miscel- 
laneously^ like a ship of the desert, or cockboat igot forbidden 
to*^ cross the line. Then there are stools, one stool at least 
indispensable to human nature ; and the inside of this, once 
you open it, is a chest-of-drawers, containing^** paper, ink, new 
literature and much else. No end to MunchCTw’s goodwill, and 
bis ingenuity is great.^ - ^ 

A Captain Fouquet also, furthered I think by the Old 
Dessauer, whose man he is, comes to Cusfcrin Garrison, on 
iuty or as volunteer, by and by. He is an old friend of 
•he Prince'^s ; — ^ran pff, being the Dessauer^s little page, to 
he Siege of Svralsund, teng ago, to be the Dessauer’s little 
oldier there : — a resJdy-mtted, hqt-tempered, highly estin^lible 
aan ; and his real duty here is to do the Prince what service 
lay be posable. He is often with the Princd"; their light is 
xtingiiished precisely at seven o'clodk: *Very w^Iy^Lieu- 
3nant,’ he would sayj *you have done your orders to the^ 
•rown-Prince’s light. But his Majesty has no concern with 
Captain Fouquet’s candlesl’ and thereupon would light a 
air. "^Nay, I have h'eard of Lieutenants who punctually blew- 
it the Princess light, ' as a matter of duty and command ; 
id then kindled it again, as a civility left free to human 
ature. In short, hisi Majesty’s orders can only be fulfilled 
rihe letter ; Commandant Lepel and all Officers are willing 
>t to see where they can help seeing. Ev^en in the letter his 
hjes^^’s orders are severe enough. 

Sentence qf^Court^Martial 

Meanwhile the Court-Martial, selected wiUi intense study, ^ 
stals' itself at Copenick ; and on the S 5 th of October com- ' 
SEces ' work. TMsi^ Deserter Crown-Prince and his accom- 
sces", especially- ^Katte Hs chief accomplice, what is to be 

. . ' ^ J Preiss. L 
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within, a morning’s .drive of Berlin ; _ there rs an ancient 
Palace here, and room for a Court-Martial, fan - 

mt des cmms!' sai^ the old Prussian Baths, wandenn^ 
about in these woods, when Gustavus and his Swedes weie at, 
the door. ^ Que faireV may the new military gentlemen 
think to thems^es, here again, while the brown leaves ,rustle 

down uponthemt after a hundred years • r 

The Court consists of a Pfesident, Lieutenant-General 
Schulenburg, an elderly Malplaquet gentleman _ of good 
experience; one of the many Schulenburgs conspicuous foi 
soldiei-ing, and otherwise, iq those times. He is nephew of 
George i.’s lean mistces^; who ako was a Schulenburg origin- 
ally, and conspicuous not for soldieling. Lean mistress we 
say ? not the Fat one, gr cataract ‘of thilow, ivith eyebrows 
like a cartwheel, and dim coaly disks for eyes, who was 
George i.’s half-sister, probably hot his mistress at all; and 
who UDw' as Countess* of Darlingtqp so-caJled, sits at Isl®" 
wvorth with good fat pensions, and a taSie raven 
—probably the soul of George i. in some form. Not this 
one, we say;— but the thread-paper Duchess of Lendal, 
actual Ex-mistress; who tore her hair on the road when 
apoplexy overtook’poor George, and who now attends chaptl 
diligently, poor old anatomy or lean human nailrod. /oi* ^ 
sake* of the English reader searching into what is c.all^ 
‘History,’ I, with indignation, endeavour to discriminate 
'these two beings tmce again; that each may be each, till 
both are happily forgotten to all eternity. It theater, 
lean maypole or nailrod qne, that was Aunt of Schulenburg, 
the elderly Malplaquet gentleman who now presides at Cope- 
nick. And let^the reader ‘renidhiber him; for he will turn 

*iip repeatedly again. ® 

The Court consisted farther of three Major-Geiieralsj 

among whom I name only Grumkow (Major-Geqeral by rank 
though more of a diplomatist and Wack-artist tljan a soldief), 
^ » See Wafpole, Remmishtmes. 


‘I. 

)>- 
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,nd ' Schwerin^ Kurt yob Schwann of Mecklenbup (whom ^ 
adam Knyphausen regrets, in ■ hen now exile ^ to the « 
Doitatry) ; three Colonels, Derschau one of them ; three 
Llfntenant-Colonels, three Majors and, three Captains, all of 
diom shall be nameless here. Lastly come three of the 
‘ Auditor ^ or the Judge- Advocate sort : Mylius, the Com- 
piler ^of sad Prussian Quartos, known •to* some ; Gerber, 
whose red cloak has frightened us once ^readj; tand the 
Auditor of Katte’s regimeilt. A complete f^ourt-Martial, 
and of symmetrical structure, by the rale of three ; — of 
whose proceedings we know mainly the result, nor seek much 
to know more. This Court met ^n Wednesday 25th October 
17S0, in the little Town of Copenicic ;# and in six days ha<| 
ended, signed, sealed and despatched to his Majesty ; and got 
back to Berlin on the Tuesday nexj. His Majesty, who is 
now at Wijsterhausen, in hunting time, finds conclusions to 
the following effect : 

^ * m 

Accomplices of the GrJRyn-Prince are two : Firsty Lieutenant Keith^^ 
actual deserter (who cannot he caught) : To be hanged in effigy, cut in 
four quarters, and nailed to tife galkws at Wesel : — Gmtdy says his 
Majesty^ Secondipy Lieutenant Katte of the Gens-d*Armes, intended 
deserter* not actually deserting, and much tempted thereto ; All things 
considered, Perpetual Fortress Arrest to Lieutenant Katte : — Sot Good 
this ; Bad this, thinks Majesty; this provokes from his Majesty an angry 
i*ebuke to the too lax Coij^t-Martial. Rebuke which can still be rc^td, in 
grcfii’-Biig, unlucid phraseology ; but with a rhadamanthine idea clear 
enough in it, and with a practical purport only too clear : That Katt^ 
was a sworn soldier, of the Gens-d^Armes even,*or Bodyguard of the 
Pru^gkii Majesty ; and did nevertheless, in the teeth of his oath,' 

‘ worship the Rising Sun * when Ihinded to desert ; did plot and eol- 
league with foreign Courts in aid of said fcsing Sun, and of an intended 
high crime against the Prussian BJ[ajest;| itself on Rising Sun's part ; far 
^ from at once revealing the same, as duty ordered Lieujpnant Katte to do, 
'JThat Katte's c^irfie amounts to high treason {crimen i(BS(S TnajestatU); 
that .the rule is. Fiat jmtitiay et pereat mwidus ; — and that, in brief, 
Katie's doom is, and hereby declared to he. Death. Death by the 
^gsdio'ij^s and 'hot pincers is tb^ usual doom of«Traitors ; but Ms Majesty 
will say in this case. Death by the sword and headsman simply ; certain 
circumstances movinsr th^ royal clemency 4:o go so far, no fai^ther. And 
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tke'C^Ottxt-Bliartial lias straiglitwaj' to apprise Katte of same : and so 

*^sLal say, Tliat' his Majesty is sorry for Kafte ; but that it is 
better he die than that justice depart out of the world * ( Wmterhausen^ 
IslMovember 1730 ). Fbiedbich 

This is the iron doom of Katte; which no prayer or in- ^ 
flnence of mortal will avail to alter, — lest justice depart out 
of the world. *Kal^e’s Father is a General of rank, Com- 
mandant. of ^onigsberg at this moment ; Katte^s Grandfather 
by the Mother’s side, old Fieldtnarshal Wartensleben, is a 
man in good favour with Friedrich Wilhelm, and of high 
esteem and mark in his country for half a century past. But 
all this can effect nothing. ^ Old Wartensleben thinks of the 
Paughter he lost ; ftp* happily Katte’s Mother is dead long 
since. Old Wartensleben writes to *Priedrich^Wilhelm ; Ms 
mournful Letter, and Fjciedpch Wifiieli^s mournful but in- 
exorable answer, can be read in the Histories ; but show only # 
what we already know. 

' , Katte’s* Mother, Fiffldmarshal %^artensl«ben’s Daughter, 
died in 1706 ; leaving Katte only two fears old. He is now 
twenty-six ; very young for such grave issues ; and his fate is 
certainly very hard. Poor' soul, he did not resist 

farther, or quarrel with the inevitable and inexorabk. He 
listened to Chaplatn’ Muller of the Gens-d’Armes ; admitted 
profoundly, after his fashion, that the great God was jtist, 
and the poor Katte sinful, foolish, only t#> be saved by mijacle 
^jf mercy; and piously prepared himself to 'die on these tenils. 
There are three Letters of . Ms to his Grandfather, which can 
still be read, one of them in Wiihelmina’s Book,‘^ the or 

'it like that of dirges borne the wind. Wilhelmiim 
evidently pities Katte very tenderly ; in her heart she has a 
fine Toyal-maiden kind of feding to the poor youth. He did ^ 
heartily repent \nd submit ; left with Chaplain Muller a 
Paper of pious considerations, admonishing the Prince to 
submit. These are Katte’s last employnfents in Ms prison 
Berlin, after sentence Kkd gone fortit ^ ^ 

^ rreixi^, i 44. , * *-\WilbcIimna» L |02* 
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^ 5ii Sunday evening 5th No^^ember, it is intimated to Mm, 
^unexpectedly at the moment, that he has to go to Custrin, 
and there die;— damage now waiting at the gate. Katte 
masters the sudden flurry; signifies that* all is ready, then; 
and so, under charge of his old Major •and brother 
Officers, who, and Chaplain* Miiiler, are in th^ carriage with 
him, a troop of his own old Cavalry Regiment escorting, he 
leaves Berlin (rather on sudden summons) ; drives all night, 
towards Ciistrin and immediate death. Words of sympathy 
were not wanting, lo which Katte to^wered cheerily; grim 
faces wore a cfoud of sorrow for the poor youth that night* 
Chaplain Muller's &hoi^ations *were fervent and conthlual; 
and, from time to time, there were heard, hoarsely melodious 
through the damp darkness' and the noise of Vheels, snatches 
of ^ devotional singing,’ |pd by Miillerf • ♦ 

It was in the gra^ of the winter morning, 6th November' 
1730, that Katte arrived in Ciistrin garrison. He took kind 
leave of Major and men : Adieu* my brothers ; good be with 
you evermore ! — And, about nine o’clock he is on the road 
towards the Rampart of the Castle, whefe a scaffold stands, 
Ealte wore, by order, a brown dress exactly like the Prince’s ; 
the ^Prince is alreadyi brought down into a lower room, to see 
E^tte as he passes (to ^ see Katte die,’ had been the royal 
order : but they smuggled that into abeyance) ; and Katte 
,knjj}*§^, he shall see him. Fajthful Muller was in the death- 
"car «.long. with Katte: , and lie had adjoined to himself one 
Besserer, the Chaplain of the Garrison, in this sad function, 
since arriving. Here is a*glim|)se from Besserer, which we 
may take as^ bttter than nothing : * ' ® 

^His (Katie's) eyes f^ere mostly directed to God ; and we (Miiiler and 
^ I), m our ^rove to liold liis heart up Jieavenwards, by presenting 
* the examples those who had died in tlie Lord, — as of God's Son him- 
self, and ^Stephen, and^tlm Thief on tlif Cross, — under such dis- 
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coursijtsg^ approached the C^tle. B&ere^ after lo}|g» wistful iooking 
’•aboutj,' he,.,'dM get sight of his helBved ■ JoBathan/ Edyal HigliBcss the 
Crown-frmce^ ^at a winSow in the Castle; from^ whom he^ with the 
politest and most tender expression^ S23oken in Frenchj> took leave, Jlith 
no little emotioft of sorroi^.’ ^ 

* * 

President Miiiichow and the Commandant were with the 
Prince ; w^hose 'emotions one may fancy, but not describe. 
Seldom did *any Prince or man stand in such a predicament. 
Vain to say, ahd again say : ‘ In the name of God, I ask yon, 
stop the execution till I write to the King ! Impossible 
that ; as easily stop the course of the stars. And so here 
Katte comes ; cheerful loyalty still beaming on his face, death ' 
now nigh. ^ Fardonrwz^moi* mon cher Katie ! cried Friedrich 
In a tone : Pardon me, dear Katte f O, that should be 
what I have done for voti ! — * Death is *feweet for a Prince I 
love so well,’ said Katte, ^ La mmt est douce pour %m m 
able Prince fared on,— 2-round some ai%Ie^ of the 
Fortress, ^it appears ; mot in sight of Friedrich ; ^vho sank 
jnto a faint, and had seen his last glii^pse of Katte in tins 
world. 

The body lay all day upon tBe scaffold, by royal order ; 
and was buried at night obscurely in the Ijommon churpliyard ; 
friends, in silence/ took mark of the place against better 
times, —and Katte’s dust now lies elsewhere, among that of 
his c^vn kindred. , ^ 

* ♦ 

# 

<% 

^ Never was such a transaction before or since, in Modern 
History,’ cries the angry reader : ‘ cruel, like the griiidiiig of 
human hearts under millstones/*like — Or indeed Iik^ the' 
dojpgs of the gods, which^are cruel, though not that alone ? 
This is what, after much sortijig and sifting, I could get 
to know about ”^tlie definite facts df“ it. Ccpimentary, not 
likely to be very final at this epoch, the reader himself shall 
supply at discretion. # 

» «► - * 

4 • % # * * # 

'Lettef to Katte^s Father (Extract, in Frcuss, PriedricM Mii Prmndm mn^ 



BOOK VIII . 

• » 

CROWN-PEINCE RETRIEVED: LIFE* i^*C¥STRIN 

November 1730 — February 1782 

. CHAPTER* I 

9 • 

CHAPLAIN MULIJEE WAITS ON THE CEOWN-PRINCE ' 

^ Feiedeich’s feelings at this juncture are not made known to 
us by hfmself in the least;* or credibly by otfiers in any con- 
siderable ♦ degree# As ^indeed in these confused Frussian 
History-Books, opuleflt in nugatory pedantisms and learned 
marine-stores, all that is human remains distressingly obscure 
to us ; so seldom, and then only'as through endless clouds of 
ever-wlnrling idle dust, can we catch the smallest direct feature 
of the young man, and of his real demeanour or meaning, 
on '^he present or other occasions 1 But it is evident this 
last phenomenon fell #ipon him like an overwhelming cataract ; 
crushed him down under the immensity of sorrow, confusioii 
and despair ; his own death not a theory rfow, but probably a 
near fact,— a welcome one in wild moments, and then anon so 
unwdcome. Frustrate, banFrupt, ^chargeable with a friend’s 
'lost life, sure enough he, for one, is : what is to becoma^ of 
Mm ? Whither is he to turii, thSroughly beaten, foiled in ail 
his’ enterprises? Proud^ young soul as he was : the ruling 
Powers, be they Just, be they unjust, have proved too hard for 
Jiim I We Jiear of tragic vestiges still traceable of Friedrich, 
'' J)€loBgiiig to^tRis time:nexts of Scrfpture quoted by Mm, 
pencil-sketches of his^drawing ; expressive of a mi^d dwelling 
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, ia /GoIgo^thaSy and patheti^lfyj ipt defiaBtl|i<| contemplating 
the very tyorst. ' ■ » 

Chaplain Muller of the Gens-d’Armes, being found a pious 
and intelligent man, has his orders not to return at onee fnoni 
Ciistrin ; but to stay there, and deal with the Prince, on that 
horrible Predestination topic and his other unexampled back- 
slidings wh|ch have ended so. Muller staid accordingl}^ for a 
couple 6f weiks, intensely busy ^on the Predestination topic, 
and generally in assuaging, and mutually mollifying, paternal 
Majesty and afflicted Son. In all which he had good success ; 
and especially on the Predestination point was triumphantly 
successful. Muller lefl^ a little Book in record of his proced- 
ures there; which, had it not been bound ov«r to the official 
tone, might have told us something. * His Con^espondence 
with the King, during' those two weeks, has likewise been 
mostly printed^; ^ and is of course still more officMs-^teaching"* 
us nexU to nothing, except poor Friedrich Wilhelm's pro- 
foundly devotional mood, anxieties i^bc^it the ^ claws of Satan** 
and the like, which %ve were glad to hear of above. In 
Muller otherwise is small help for us. 

But, fifty years afterwards, there wa»s alh^e a soii^of this 
Muller's ; an innocent Country Parson, not wanting *in sense, 
and mth much simplicity and veracity ; who was fished out by 
Nicolai, and set to recalling what his Father used to say of 
this adventure, much the grandest of his life.' In Miller 
Junior's Letter §f ,Eeminiscences to' Nicolai ive find some 
details, gotLrom his Father, which are worth gleaning ; 

^ > 

^ llTben my Father first attempted, by royal order, to bring tlie«Crown» 
Brince to acknowledgment and repentance of the fault committed, 
Crown-Prince gave this excns# or explanation : As his Father could 
^ not endure the si^ht of him, tie had meant to get out of the way of 
displeasure, and go to a €!oiirt with which his Father was in Friendship 
and relationship,” * — clearly Indicating' England, think the Miiilew 
, , tfimior and Senior. ' 



1 F^jfster, !. 376-3^^9. 
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/^For proof that 'Ae intention was fown-rds England tMs otjier circum- 
stance serves^ thatjtlie one confrdant-rJJ^^^* Keiths if I lyistake not.^ # 
r (no^ yon don’t mistake)^ ^had already bespoken *a ship for passage*ont/ — 
Her^ is something still more unexpected : 

^ My Father used to say, he found an excellent knowjedge and con- 
vision of the truths of religion in the C» 9 wtt-Prince. By the Princess 
arrangement, my Father, who at first lodged with the Commandant, had 
to take up his quarters in the room right above the prince ; who daily, 
often as early as six in the morning, rapped oiFthd ceiling for him to 
come down ; and then they would dispute and discdss, sofuet|mes half- 
days long, about the different tejiets of the Christian ISects ; — and my 
Father said, the Prince was perfectly at home in the Polemic Doctrines of 
the Reformed (Calvinistic) Church, even to the minutest points. As my 
Father brought him proofs from Scripture, the Prince asked him one 
time. How he could keep chapter and verse so exactly in his memory? 
Father drew from his pocket a little ifand-Concordance, and showed it 
him as one help. JThis he had to leave with the Prince for some days. 
On getting it back, he fopnd inside on the fly-leaf, sketched in penci,’ — 
what is rather notable to History, — ^ tite flf ure of a man on his knees, 
*with two swords hanging crosswise over his head ; a^d at the bottom 
these worSs ol’ Psalm Seventy-third (verses 25, 20), Who7n have I in 
Meaven hut t^ee f AwcJ thefe is none upon earth tkat I desire besidettime. My 
flesh and my heart fainteth §ndiyaikth; bat God is the strength of my hearty 
md my portion forever,* — ^Poor Friedrich, this is a very unexpected pencil- 
sketch on his part ; but an undei||able one ; betokening abstruse night- 
thoughts and forebodings in the present juncture I — 

^Whoeyer considers tlfis fine knowledge of religion, and reflects on 
the peculiar character and genius of the young*Berr, which was ever 
strugg;lmg towards light and clearness (for at that time he had not become 
indifferent to religion, he often prayed with my Father on his knees), — 
will fipd that it was morally impossible this young Prince could liave 
thought ’ (as some foolish persons have asserted) ^ of throwing himself « 
into the arms of Papal Superstition,’ (seeking helpiiat Vienna, marrying 
an Austrian Archduchess, and I know not what), ' or allow the intrigues 
, of CathcKc Priests to ’ — Oh no, HgTi* Muller, nobody but, very foolish 
person^could imagine such a thing of this young Herr. 

^ When my Father, Herr von Katte’s execution being ended, hastened 
^ to the Crown-Prince ; he finds hW misdSrabiy ill (sehr uiterirt) ; advises 
liim' to take a coolipg-powder Hi water, botn which materials were ready • 
■ on the table. This he presses on him : but the Prince always shakes, Ms 
head.’ Suspects poison, you think? ^Hereupon my Father takes from' 
}m jiOcl|et a paper, in which he carried cooiing^powder for his owa use ,* 
shakes-out a portion*of it into hfs hand, and so Into his mouth ; ■ and now ' 
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the Crown-Prince grips at my Fs0iefs powder, and talp% that. * Privately 
^'to be madeiaway with; death re£«olved*upoii in som^ way I thinks the 
'desperate'yonng inan?^ # 


That scene of Katte’s execution, and of the Prince's ^and 
other people's positidh in regard to it, has never yet b^n 
humanly set forth, otherwise the response had been differentf 
Not humanly se\ fojth, — and so was only barked at, as by the 
infinitude of little dogs, in all countries ; and could never yet 
be responded &o in austere mw humana^ deep as a De Prqfundis^ 
terrible as a Chorus of dEschylus, — ^for in effect that is rather 
the character of it, had the barking once pleased to cease. 

* King of Prussia cannot sleep,’ writes Dickens : * the 
officers sit up with hira evchry night, and in his slumbers he 
^Vaves and talks of spirits and apparitions.’®^ We saw him, 
ghost-like, in the night-time, gliding about, seeking shelter 
with Feekin against ghosts ; Ginkel % daylight saw him, now 
clad in thundei1[>us tornado, and anon in sorrowfu^fog. Here, 
farthe3;GTa, is a new itwi, — and joined to it. and others, a 
remai'kable old one : <•% 

% 

^ In regard to Wilhelmina’s marriage, and whether a Father 
cannot gi?e his daughter 4n wC?dlock to whom he pleases, 
there have been eight Divines consulted, four Lutheraii, four 
Reformed (Calviiikt) ; wfiio, all but one ’ (he of the Garrison 
Church, a rhadamanthine fellow in serge), have answered, 
^ Nq, your Majesty ! ’ ^ It is remarkable that his Majesty has 

not gone to bed sober for this month past.’ ® j 

'It 

What Seckendorf and Grumkow thought of all these 
phenomena P They have done 4heir job too well. Tliey are' 
al| for mercy ; lean witlP their whole weight that way,— in 
' black qualms, one of thena, withal, thinking tremulously to 

nhimself, *Wha^if,Ms nf>w Majesty w^er j ,^die upon us, in 

the interim ! ’ 

^ Nicolai, vi, 183*189. ^ ^^espatcb^jd October 1730^ 

^ Dickens, 9tb and 191!? December 17 
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CHAPTER II * 

; ^ ^CEOWN-PEmCE TO EEPENT^AISIJ) NOT TEEISH 

In regard to Friedrich, the Court-Martial needs no amend- 
ment from the King ; the sentence on Friedrijph, a Lieutenant- 
Colon%l guilty of desertion, is, from President^aiid §,11 members 
except two, Death as by law,^ The two who dissented, invok- 
ing royal clemency and pardon, were Major-Generals by rank, 
— Schwerin, as some write, one of them, or if not Schwerin, 
then Linger ; and for certain, Donhof, — ^two worthy gentle- 
men not known to any of my r^dej^, nor to me, except as 
names. The r<ist are alh coldly of opinion that the military* 
code says Death. Other; codes and considerations may •say 
this and that, which it is not m Cheir province to touch 
^upon; this !s what the military code says ; aisd they leave it 
there. , . »> * , _ 

The Junius Brutusp?of a Royal Majesty had answered in^ 
his own heart grimly. Well then ! But his Councillors, Old 
Dessauer, Grumkow, Seckendorf, ®ne and all interpose vehe- 
mently:^ * Prince ofHhe Empire, your Majesty, not a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel only! Must not, cannot f —nay, good old 
Buddenbrock, in the fire of still unsuccessful pleading, tore 
open his waistcoat : ^ If your Majesty requires blood, fake 
miije*; that other you shall never get, so long as I can speak !’ 
Foreign Courts interpose ; Sweden, the Dqtch ; the English* 
in a circuitous way, round by Vienna to wit; finally the 
Kais€r tiimself sends an Autograph ; ^ for poor Queen Sophie 
has applied even to Seckendorf, will t>e friends with Grumkow 
himself, and in her despair is Jknoc^ing at every door. Junius 
Brutus is said to have haii paternal affections withal. Fried- »- 
rich ' Wilhelm?, alone against the whispers of his own heart 
and the voices of all^men, yields at last in this' cause. To 
Seakendorf, %liOf<has chal|:ed- 0 ut a milder didactic plan 'of 
^ Date, tithfictdbei 1730 Forster, i 3S0). 
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■■; treatme^^tj still rigorous e®iOtigh/»he at last admits that such 
plan Js perhaps good' ; that the Kaiser'‘s ' I?etter has tnmedi 
the scale with him ; and the didactic method, not the behead- 
ing one, shall ■ be tried. That Donhof and Schwerin, Vith 
their talk of mercy, with* Hheir eyes upon the Rising SunJ^ 
is evident, have done themselves no good; and shall perhaps 
find it so one Say.* But that, at any rate, Friedrich^s^ life is 
spared;^ laatteV^ecution shall suffice in that kind. Repent- 
ance, prostr^e submission and*» amendment, — these may do 
yet more for the prodigal, if he will in heart return. These 
points, sometime before the 8th of November, we find to be 
as good as settled. 

ft 

The unhappy prodigal is in no condition resist farther. 
Chkplain Muller had introduced himself with Katie’s dying 
admonition to the Crown-Prince to repent and submit. Chap-^ 
lain Muller, with his wholesorlie cooling-powdei’s,®' with Ms 
ghostiy ^counsels, and ^considerations of temporal and eternal 
^ nature, — ^^ve saw how he prospered* almost beyond hope. 
Even on Predestination, and the real nature of Election ' by 
Free Grdce, all is coming right, or come, repoits Muller. 
The Chaplain’s Reports, Friedxich Willfelm’s grimly ahollified 
Responses on ’*same : they are written, and in confused 
form have been printed; but shall be spared the Eilglish 
reader. ^ 

^ ' And Grumkow has been out at Custrin, preaching textile 
same purport from other texts : Grumkow, with the thought 
'ever present to him, «What if Friedrich Wilhelm should 
' die?’ is naturally an eloquent preacher. Enough^ it has 
lieen settled (perhaps before the day of Katte’s death, or at 
the latest three days after it,^ as we can see), That if the 
■** Prince will, anS can witS free cons'cience, takp an Oath no"' 
mental reservation,’ mark you !) of contrite repentance, of 
perfect prostrate subinission, and purpose of future entire 
obedience and confoilnity to the paternal nSndln all IhMgl, 

, ^ His Letter to the King, ist November malin Forster. L 
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‘ Gnadetmdhl ! * Included, — the paternal mind ma/»possibly ^ 
•relax his durance a little, and put hin^ gradually *oft .proof 
agai».i 

Towards which issue, as Chaplain ^Muller leports, the 
Qrown-Priiice is visibly gravitating, with ail his weight and 
will. The very Gnadenwahl is settled ; the young soul (truly 
a lovej of Truth, your Majesty) taps on his eeiling, niy floor 
being overhead, before the winter sun rises, hS a signa| that I 
must come down to him ; — jSO eager to have error and dark- 
ness purged away. Believes himself, as I believe him, ready 
to undertake that Oath ; desires, however, to see it first, that 
he may maturely study every clause of it. — Say you verily 
so? answers Majesty ^ And may my^upine heart flow out^ 
again, and blubber gratefully over a sinner saved, a poor Son 
plucked as brand from th^ burning? ^ ^God, the Most High, 
cgive His blessing on it, then ! ’ concludes the paternal Majesty: 

^ And as lie often, by wondrous guidances, strange paths and 
thorny steps, will bring n|en into the Kingdom of dh^st, so 
may our Divine Red^mer help that this prodigal son be# 
brought into His communion. That his godless heart be 
beaten till it is softened and changed; and so he be snatched 
fyom the claws of Satan. This grant us the Almighty God 
'and Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ %nd His passion 
and death’s sake! Amen! — I am, for the rest, your' well- 
affectioned King, FaifeEBRicH Wilhelm ( Wmterhmmn^ 
November 1730 ).’® 

% 

* Crown-Prince begim a new Course 

'It was Monday 6th November,"* when poor Katte died.' 
^Within a fortnight, on the *secoM_ Sunday after, there has ^ 
'a\, Select Commission, Gromkow, Borck, BuciSenbrock, with"* 
three other Soldiers, and the Privy Councillor Thulmeyer,, ' 
mme out ^^Ciistriir: there and then, Sunday November ' 

^ (SI ' ' 

^ King's Letter to Muller, Sih November (Forster, i 379), ' 

Forster, i 379, ^ 
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\ 19th/ tMse SeveBs mth dtie soleffinitjs adiBmfster the Oath 
• (term% (fiX)a>th coBce^vable by readers) ; 'Friedlich being found ^ 
ready. He signs the Oath, as well as audibly swears^ it : 
whereupon his sword is restored to Mm^ and his prison-Boor 
opened. He steps forth B:o the Town Church with his Coin- 
missioners ; takes the sacrament ; listens, With all Custrin, to 
an allusive Sersnoii on the subject; ^text happily chosen, 
preacher h^idlin^'it well.’’ Text w'as Psalm Seventy-seventh, 
verse eleventS (tenth of our English version), And I said^ 
This is my infirmity ; hut I will remember the years of the 
right hand of the Most High ; or, as Luther'^s version more 
intelligibly gives it. This I have to suffer ; the right hand of 
fihe Most High can^clmnge all. Preac}ier (not Muller but 
another) rose gradually into didactic pathos f Prince, and all 
Ciistrin, were weeping, or near weeping, at the close of the 
business.^ 

Straight from Church the Prince is conducted, ifot to the 
Fortress, but to a certhin Town Mansion, which he is to call 
♦ his own henceforth, under conditions : %n erring Prince half- 
liberated, and mercifully put on proof again. His first act 
here is to write, of his own composition, or helped by some 
official hand, this Letter to his All-serenest Papa; which 
must be introdu'ced, though, except to readers of German 
who know the ^ Dero’' (Tlieiro), ^ AllerdurcMaucMigster^ and 
^ strange pipeclay solemnity of the Court-style, it is iike^to be 
^ in great part lost in any translation : I 

* Oustrin, 19tli Kovember 1730. . 

^ All-serenest anb All-graciocsest Father,— To your Roya| Majesty, 
my Ali-graciousest Father, 3|av0,' — Xe.' have,^ if one durst wite the 
^1 / — by my disobedience as Theiro* (Youro) ^subject and soldier, not 
less than by my imdutifalness© as Theiro Son, given occasion to a just 
wrath and averj?5on against* me. Witb the All-obedientest respect L 

^ Micolaij exactest of men, only that Documents were occasionally less acces- 
' sible in his time, gives vL 187), ^Satui;day November 25th/ as the ' 

day of the Oath; but, no doubt, the later ijt^quirers, 56) and otheO, ^ 

have found him wrong in this sinall instance.* 

* Preuss,.L Sd. , * 
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submit myself wlfoEy to tbe gra«e of m3Pmost Ail-gracious F^ber ; and ** 
beg bim^ Most All-|raciousiy to pardoif me ; as it is not so with- 

drawal of my liberty in a sad arrest {malheurehsen Arrest)^ as my own 
thoughts of the fault I have committed, that have brought me to reason : 

with all-obeclientest respect and submission, contintfe till my end, 
My All-graciousest King’s and Father’s i^ithfully ohedientest Servant 
md Sob, ' Fbibdeioh/ ^ 


Thfs new House of Friedricli'’s in Town of 

Ciistrin, he finds arranged fosr him on rigorouslj^ thrifty prin- 
ciples, yet as a real Household of his own ; and even in the 
fom of a Court, with Hofmarschall, Kammerj linkers, and the 
other adjuncts ; — Court reduced to its simplest expression, as 
the French say, and probably the cHeapest^that was ever set up. 
Hofmarschall (Oburt-Marshal) is one Wolden, a civilian Official 
here. The Kammerjunkers are Rohwedel and Natzrfer; 
^Natzmer Junior, son of a distinguished Feldmarschall : ‘a 
good-heaftedf but foolish forward young fellSw,’ says Wil- 
helraina ; ithe faijure of a coxcomb ^petU-maUre Sumqiie).'^ 
For example, once, strdilmg about in a solemn Kaisef s Soiree ^ 
in Vienna, he found in some quiet comer the young Duke of 
Lorraine, Franz, who it is tRought will be the divine Maria 
Theres^'^s husband, smd Kaiser himself one day. Foolish 
Natzmer found this noble young gentleman in a remote 
corner of the Soiree; went up, nothing loath, to speak 
graciosities and insipidities to him : the noble young gentle- 
mail yawned, as was too natural, a wide long yawn ; and in 
an insipid familiar manner, foolish Natzmer^(Wilhelmina and 
the Berlin circles know it) put his finger into the noble young 
gentleman’s mouth, and insipidly wagged it there. ^ Sir, you 
' seem to forget where you are!’ said® the noble young gentle- 
man; and closing his mouths with emphasis, turned, away; 
■but' happily toqk no farther noticl.^ This* is all we ^ yet 
know of the history of Natzmer, whose heedless ways ,and 

. Preiiss* I 56? Anonymous, Frkdruhs Grassm an seinm 

Water (Berlin, Fos.su tind Bromberg, S838), p. 3. 

® Wilhelmim, i, 310. - ^ ® . 
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slapdash "peculations, tinted with natuml ingeiftiity and good- 
hnnionr,^ dre not ima|;tractive to the Prince. ^ 

Hofmar^chall and these two Kammerjnnkers ' are of ^ the 
lawyer species ; men hitended for OlScial business, in which 
the Prince himself is now to be occupied. The Prince ha^ 
four lackeys, two pages, one valet. He wears his sword, but 
has no sword-tash ^orte-epee)^ much less an officer's uniform : 
a mere Priilce put^upon his good behaviour again ; not yet a 
soldier of thelPrussian Army, only hoping to become so again. 
He wears a light~gray dress, ^ Jiechtgrauer (pike-gray) frock 
with narrow silver cordings ’ ; and must recover liis uniform, 
by proving himself gradually a new man. 

^ For there is, along with the new household, a new employ- 
ment laid out for him in Custrin ; "and it shall be seen what 
figure he makes in tha|, first of Itll. " He is to sit in the 
Domamn-Kammer or Government Board here, as youngest 
Bath ; no other career permitted. Let him learn L^conomics 
and the"! way of man3.ging Domaiii^ Lands- (a very principal 
-»item of the royal revenues in this Counfiy) : humble work, but 
useful ; which he had better see well how he will do. T\m 
elder Raths are appointed"' to instruct Mm in the Economic 
Sciences and Practices, if he show faculty and diligence; — 
which in fact he t?urns out to do, in a superior degree, having 
every motive to try. 

This kind of life lasted with him for the next fiffeen 
^ months, all through the year 1781 and farther; and must 
have been a very singular, and was probably a_^Mghly 
instructive year to Mm, not ■ irf the Domain Sciences a^Ione. 
Bfe is left wholly to himself. All his fellow-creatures, as it 
were, are watcMng Mm. ^Hmidfed-eyed Argus, or the Ear of 
‘Dionysius, that'^is to say, Tobacco-Parliament with its spies 
and reporters, — no stirring of his finger can es'cape it here. 
He has much suspicion to encounter : "Papa looking always 
sadly askance, sadly incredulous, upm him. He is in 
spondence with Grumkowf takes mueh„advice, from Grumkow 
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'(Qttt .promptef-geBeral, president In the Dionysins'^^ar^ and^^ 
r not; an ill-wish&r farther); pi'ofesses much thanMTeliiess 'to " 
GriimkoWj now and henceforth. Thank you for flinging me 
out of the six-story window, and catching me by the coatskirts ! 
^Left altogether to himself, as said ; has in the whole 
TJni¥erse nothing that will save him but his own good sense, 
his own power of discovering what is whatr ai;^d of doing what 
will be behoveful therein, 

He is to quit his French literatures and perniCious practices, 
one and all. His very flute, most innocent ^ Princess,’ as he 
used to call his flute in old days, is denied him ever since he 
came to Ciistrin ; — ^but by degrees he privately gets her back, 
and consorts much with her ; wails forth^in beautiful adagios,^ 
emotions for ^fliich there is no other utterance at present. 
He has liberty of Custrin and {he ^neighbourhood ; ouf of 
^ Cilstrin he is not to lodge, any night, without leave had of 
the Commandant. Let himValk warily ; and^^in good earnest 
study to become a new creature, useful*^ for something *>in the 
Domain Sciences and Stherwise. 

r . ^ 

^ ff 

CHAPTER III^ 

WILHELMINA IS TO WED THB FEUSTCE OF BAIREITTH 
r 

tJEOwN-PiiiNCE Friedeich being settled so far, his Majesty^ 
takes up the case of Wilhelmina, the other ravelled skein 
lying on hand. Wilhelmina has been prisoner in her 
Apartment at Berlin all this^’ while: it is proper Wilhelmina 
be disposed of; either in wedlock, filially obedient to the 
^ royal mind ; or in some much' sterner way, * within four walls,’ 
it is whispered, «if disobedient. ^ ^ 

Poor Wilhelmina never thought of disobeying her parents : 
only, which of them tn> obey ? . King looks towards the Prince 
'oP'Baireuth'agahi, agreed^'on before tlfbse hurly-burlies now- 
past; Queen looks far otherwards. Queen Sophie still 
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^ Mesperateif believes in the* ]]|nglish ' match fof Wilhelmina ; 

• and ha^s ^^snbterraneg.!! correspondences with that Court; 

refusing to^ee that the negotiation is extinct there. Grumkow' 
himselfj so "bver-victorions in his late taskj is now heeling 
towards England ; ^ sincere in his wish to be well with ius,k 
thinks Dickens Gramkow solaces her Majesty with delusive 
hopes in the English quarter. ^ Be firm, child ; trust iji my 
managemenC ; ^ ohiy swear to me, on your eternal salvation, 
that never, on\ny compulsion, will you maiTV another than 
the Prince of Wales ; — give me that oath ! " ^ Such w'as 
Queen Sophie’s last proposal to Wilhelmina, — night of the 
27th of January 1731, as^ is computable, — ^her Majesty to 
leave for Potsdam on.thfe morrow. The}^w^ept much together 
that night, but Wilhelmina dextrously evaded the oath, on a 
religious ground. Princ^ of Bairedth, whom Papa may like 
or may not like, has never yet personally made appearance : 
who or what will make appearance, or how things can or will 
turn, a bad roa(f, is terribly a^mystery to WHhelmina. 

^ What with chagrin and confinement what with bad diet 
(for the very diet is bad, quality and quantity alike unspeak- 
able), Wilhelmina sees hersMf ‘ reduced to a skeleton ’ ; no 
company but her faithful Sonsfeld, no employment but her 
Books and Music* — struggles, however, still to keep heart. 
One day, it is in February 1731, as I compute, they* are 
sitting, her Sonsfeld and she, at their #ad mess of so-'€;p.lled 
* dinner, , in their remote upper story of the Berlin SchiDss, 
'tramp of ' sentries *the one thing audible ; ' and were ^ looking 
mournfully at one another, with nothing to eat but a soup of 
salt and water, and a ragout of* old bones full of hairs and 
slcpperies,’ — nothing else ; that ^vas its real quality, whatever 

• fine name they might give* it, ^ys the vehement Princess,— 

“^'we heard a sharp tapping at the window ; and started up in 
surprise, to see what it could be. It was a raven, carrying in 
its beak a bit of bread, which it left on ®the wii|dow-silI^ anc^ 
flew away.’® * • ® ^ 

^ Wilh«5|mma, i. 314. « * * ^ ® IMd 316. 

VrtT... TT 
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Tears came into our ^yes this adventure.’ Are we ^ 

* become as Hebrew Elijahs, then ; so that the wild have 

'to Igring us food ? Truth is, there was nothing mi^aculoiis, as 
Wilhelmina found by and by. It was a^tame rav€h, — ^not the 
«oul of old George i., which lives at Isleworth on good 
pensions; but the pet raven of a certain M^^rgravine, which 
lost its way among the intricate roofs hera fhe incident 
was touching. ‘ Well,’ exclaimed Wilhelmm^ ^ in* the Roman 
Histories I am now reading, it is often said Ikose creatures 
betoken good luck.’ All Berlin, such the appetite for gossip, 
and such the famine of it in Berlin a|: present, talked of this 
minute event : and the Erenclj Colony, — old Protestant 
Colony, practic|l considerate people,— v«ere so struck by it,^ 
they brought baskets of comfortable things to us, and left 
them daily, as if by accident, oin soisue neutral ground, \vkere 

* the mai(| cqjild pick them ug, sentries refusing to see unless 
compelled. Which fine procedure has attached Wilhelmina to 
the French natioh ever since, as a dextrous useful,.{a«o|5le, and 
has given her a disposition to help them where she could. 

The omen of the raven /lid not at once bring ^ood luck : 
howevgr, it did chance to be the turning-point, solstice of this 
long Gfeenland winter ; after which, ami4 storms^ and alarms, 
dayhght came steadily nearer. Storms and alarms : for 
there came rumours of quarrels out at Potsdam, quarrels 
011 ^ the old score between the Royal Spouses there and 
frightful messages, through one Eversmann, an insolent royal 
lackey, about wedding Weissenfels, abour imprisonment for 
life and other hard things ; through all which Wilhelmina 
studied to keep her poor heaS stea<jy, and answer with dignity 
yet discreetly. On the other hand, her Sisters are permitted 
^ to visit her, and perceptij^le ^ssuag^ents conie. At length, 
on, the 11th. df May, there came solemn Deputation, Borck,* 

^ Grumkow, Thulmeyer in it, old real friends and pretended 
^new wMcl^ «set poor Wilhelmina wringing her hands (having 
. had a Eetter^^from Mamiita overnight) ; but did bring about 
a solution. It was jfoMay llth'of»May ; a day , crisis in 
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»Wilhelmina''s history; Qoeei:^ commanding one things King 
anothdr/and the houi of decision come. * 

Enterin|^",. announcing themselves, with dreadM solemnity, 
these gentlemen, Grmnkoy the spokesman, in soft phrase, *feut 
with strict clearness, made it apparent to her, That marry sher 
most,— the Heioeditary Prince of Baireuth,— and without the 
consent of Her parents, which was nnattainabie at ® 
present, tint peremptorily under the command of one of them, 
whose vote was the supreme. Do this (or even say that you 
will do it, whisper some of the well-aiFected), his Majesty's 
paternal favour will return upon you like pent waters ; — and 
the Queen will sui'ely reconoile herself (or perhaps turn it all 
her own way yet 1 whisper the weli~§,ffected). # Eefuse %o do 
it, ^er Majesty, your Royal Brother, ^you yourself, Royal' 
Highness, God only knows ^fhat the unheard-of issue will be 
for you all 1 IJo it, let us advis^ you : you must^i yqp must ! ^ 
— WilheJ^ina wrung her hands ; ran distractedly to and fro ; 
the wefPS^ted whispering to her, the ^othe*rs ‘ conversing at 
% window,' At length she did it. Will many whom her 
all-gracious Papa appoints ; ^neve:^ wished or meant the least 
disobedience ; hopes, beyond all things, lys paternal love will 
now return, •and ps^ike everybody blessed; — and O, fecoiicile 
Mamma to me, ye well-afiected ! adds she, — Bravissimo ! 
answer they : her Majesty, for certain, will reconcile herself ; 
Cro’iTO-Prince get back from Ciistrin, an€ all will be wellf^ ^ 
Eriedrich. Wilhelm was overjoyed ; Queen Sophie Dorotliee , 
'was in despair* With his Majesty, who ^w^ept’ like a 
paternal hear, on reembracing Wilhelmina the obedient some 
days hence, it became a settled point, and was indicated to 
Wilhelmina as such, That the CroTO-Prince would, on her 
actual wedding,^ probably® get back ^ from Ciistrin. But her # 
Majesty’s reconcilement, — ^this was very^slow te |ollow. Her 
Majesty was still in .flames of ire at their next interview; 

. and poor Wilhelmin^ fainted, on approaching tto kiss |jeF * 
hand. « Disgraced, vanquished, an^my enemies ^triumphing T 

■% ^ WiHielmina, i, 327 - 33 f, 
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said her' Majesty ; and vented h^ wrath on Wilhelmma ; and ^ 
•fell ill (so soon as there was leisure), ill^like to, die* ^said, 

* W|iy pretend to weep, when it is you that have killed me ! ’ 
— ^hd indeed was altogether har^ better, upra the poor 
Princess ; a chief sorrow to her in these trying months. Can 
there be such wrath in celestial minds, ventii^' itself so tin- 
reasoBably ? — 

At present there is no leisure for illness ; grand visitors in 
quantity have come and are coming; and the Court is 
brilliant exceedingly ; — ^liis Majesty blazing out into the due 
magnificence, which was very greaj;; on this occasion, domestic 
matteirs looking up with him agafn. • The Serenities 
Brunswick are here, joung and old ; much liked by Friedrich 
Wilhelm ; and almost reckoned# faijiily people, — ever since 
» their El^esl^Son was affianced to the Princess^Chaiiotte here, 
last visit they made. To Princess Charlotte, Wihielmina’s 
second junior, — ifiischiev^pus, coquettisli creature ,,«Jf!i;*tliough 
very pretty and insinuating, who seems to think her Intended# 
rather a phlegmatic young gentleman, as Wilhelmina gradu- 
ally discovers. Then there is ofd Duke Ebeximrd Ludwig, 
of Wiiftemberg, whom we saw at Ludwjgsbui'g dast year, in 
an intricate condition witli his female world and otherwise, 
he too announces himself, — according to promise then given. 
01^ Duke Eberhard Ludwig comes, stays three weeks in great 
splendour of welcome ; — poor old gentleman, his one son is 
now dead ; and things are getting earnest ^itli him. On Ms 
return Jiome, this time, he finds, according to order, the foul 
witcM Gravenitz duly cleared, aw^ ; reinstates his injured 
: Duchess, with the due feelings, better late than never ; asad 
^ dies in a year or two, stilj cliildless.;^ — 

These are among the high guests at Berlin ; and there are* 
^ plenty of others whom we do not name. Magnificent dining ; 

^ six-aud-twenty blackamoors,’ hi^h-coloured creatures, 

marching up^^ the grand staircase, round the table, round it, 
and then doTO agais,/ melodious/ doing Janizarj music,’ if 



^you ^hap^n to prefer thatlcin4; — trained features these 
. bkekampOTs, all got when Boys, and set to, cymballing and 
Mng betipnes, adds fioy authority.^ Dining, boar-hunting (if* 
the boar bt^huntable), especially reviewing, fail not in |liose 
fine summer days. * • , 

One evening, it is Sunday S7th of May, latish, while thh 
high guests, wit|i §ueen and Wilhelmina, are just passing in 
to supper (Ki»g’&.Majesty having ‘gone to bed at sevin,’ to * 
be well festir for the review to-njoirow), a sound of wheels is 
heard in the court. Modest travelling-equipage rolls up into 
t e inner court ; to the foot of the grand staii'case there, 
whither only Princes come : — who can it be ? The Queen 
^ sends to inquire. Hfavefis, it is the Hereditary Prince of 
Baireuth ! ‘ Medusa’s Head never produced «ich effeclf as did 
this bit of news: Queen* sat petrified ; .and I,’ by reflex, was 
petrified too ! Wilhelmina passed the miserablest night, no 
wink of sleep* and felt quite iH in the morning ;-j‘-in dread,* 
too, ofij^ia’s rough ^ests, — and wretched^enough* She had 

• begged much, last night, to be Excused from the review. 

But that could not be: ‘I must go,’ said the Queen after 
reflection,' ‘and you with me.* Which they did;— and 
diversified the pomp and circumstanca of mock-was: by a 
small iinexpected'*sSene. * ^ 

Queen, Princess and the proper Dames had, by his 
Majesty’s order, to pass before the line : Pi-incess in much 
tiouble^ ^ with three caps huddled on^me, to conceal iiimelf/ 
poor soul. Mangraf of Schwedt, at the head of his ’regi- 
ment, ‘ looked swollen ivith rage,’ high hopes gone in this 
manner ; and saluted us with.eyes turned away. j?s for his 
pother, the Dessau Mai’|3.'avine in high coloure, she was ‘ blue ^ 
in the face’ all day. Linas parsed, and salutations done, her 

• Majesty and Barnes withdrew to «the safe distance, to look* 
on Such a show, for pomp and circumstW, Wilhelmina 

owns, as could not be equalled in the world. Such wheelin<^# 

rhythmic coalescing* and unfolding; accuimte* hs cloCkwiorl, * 

^ ^ Fafsmann, p, 724 etc. * ^ 
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far aad wide ; ^Iwirt big column hitting swift big column g 
there^/at the appointed place and moment; with tl|e|r volley-* 
* ings and trumpetings, bright uniform^ and streamers and 
fielc^music, — in equipment and manoeuvi'e perfec|^lb to the 
meanest drummer or black kettledfunVmer : — supreme drill- 
sergeant playing on the thing, as on his huge piano, several 
square miles in area ! Comes of the Old Bossauer, all this ; 
of tlfe ^ equal step ’ ; of the abstruse*,^^s4it^ions upon 
tactics, in that rough head^ of his. Very pmtty indeed. — 
But in the meanwhile an Official steps up; cap in hand, 
approaches the Queen’s carriage; says. He is ordered to 
introduce his Highness the Prince of Baireuth. Prince comes 
up accordingly ; a personable youijg fellow ; intelligent- 
looking, self-poasesse3 ; makes obeisance *to her Majesty, who* 
answers in frosty pcditei^ss ; and-*~-and Wilhelmina, faint, 
fasting, sleepless all night, fairly fall# aswoon. Could not be 
^helped : mxi^ the whole world saw it ; and Gtiy Dickens and 
the Diploinatists wrote home about it,iand there rosi^umour 
and gossip enough 1 ^ ^Bift that was the naked ^mh of it : 
hot weather, agitation, want of sleep, want of food; not 
aversion to the Hereditary Prince, •nothing of that. • 

Rather the contrary, indeed ; and, on better acquaintance, 
much tfie contrary. For he proved a v^'p rational, honour- 
able ^nd eligible young Prince: modest, honest, with abund- 
ance of sense and spirit ; kind too and good, hot temper jvell 
kept/ temper hot not harsh ; quietly holds his own in all 
circles ; good discourse in him, too, and ^sharp repartee if ^ 
requisite, — though he stammered somewhat in speaking. 
Submissive Wilhelmina feels tiiat one might easily have had 
a, worse husband. What glories ftr you in England ! the 
Queen used to say to her in ^d times : ^ He is a Prince, that 
^Frederick, who has a good heart, gfnd whoso^ genius is veryi 
small. Bather ugly than .handsome; slightly out of 'shape 
^even {un pen contrast). But provided you have the com- 

4 l)ickens, of 3 iJ,Jule 1731 (in ^thetie terms); Wilhelmina, i. 341 (without 
pathos). , . 



TO WEb e^oth. shg 
. g.^ce. io suffer to deUutherie., yo„ ViB. <,ui,4 govern 

^athei IS dead. _ Onl^ see what a part you will pky ! It will * 
be you tWdecide on the weal or woe of Europe, and feive 

Which wltoma®! 

not think a celestial prospect even then. . Who knows but* 
of all the ofiei'^^ she had, ‘four’ or three ‘crowned heads’ 

tSkM !-- “"Stable, and be 

1 7?^ follows in about a week : Sunday Sd June 

17S1 ; with gr^t magnificence, in presence of the high guests 
and all the world : an.^ WShelmina is the affianced BrWe of 
hnednch of BaireutE i-and that enormous ©ouble-Mfease 
^•ogicomedy, of Much Ado about J^othing, is at last eSS 
Courage, fnends ; all thkgs'do end 

r b«-®“Pon gs> their ways aga%,.and the ^ 

Court ||Berlin, one c^not but suppose, cffila;ses,,;s ate a 
^great effoit finished. Do not Fribdjsch Wilhelm and in- 
ramerable^pmons,^the readers and the writer of this 

Hibtoiy in Juded,-— feel a stone Trolled off their hearts ? It 

rv”T’ ”0^^’ that Queen Sophie falls sick, and 

J^o d,e;^Yoaches Wilhelmina with killing Sr 

liiediith \^ilhelm hopes confidently, not; waits out at 
lotgdam, for a few days, till this killing danger pass- 

Tj - , . . ^ Business, such a mountain of Domestic- 

Business being victoriously got under 

. Ju" f”*’ '«■« “MH b«U, » to of 

q^quato »d htanic'convtoiou,. Narrovc u,isa fie hS 
W, of pulling doj™ hie *„„„ about to care, and b„ryi7 ' 
.self, son, wife, Sunil, and fortunes,' under the ruin-heap 
monument to remote pus, erit, Nerer.was su'ch.,“e2kw 

dan», of well-intentioned Boyal Benr.with poetic tempeia-, 

ment, piped to by *wo black-artjsts, for X-Kaite^sTd . 

^ Wtthelmma, L 143. ^ 
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Pragmatic Sanction’s sak^! Leti Tobacco-ParliaMent also# 
rejoice ; for the play waf growing dangerot^fSj of late/ 
King^ and Parliament, we may suppdse, return^ to Public 
Badness with double vigour. 


CHAPTER IV’A^* 

CEIMINAL JUSTICE IN ‘PREUSSEN AND ELSEWHERE 

Not that Ms Majesty, while at the deepest in domestic 
intricacies, ever neglects Public Business. This very summer 
he is raising Hussar Squadron^; i>cnt to introduce the 
Husssfr kind df solSierj* into his Army;— a good deal of 
horsebreaking and new sgbre-exercfee needed for that object.^ 
The affairs of the Reich have at no*moment been out of his 
^ eye; gW tb see the Kaiser •edging round to ♦the Sea-Powers 
again, and things coming into their tld posturey^pite of 
that sad Treaty of SeiillS. ' ^ 

Nay, for the last two years, while the domestic volcanos 
were at their worst, his M^estyiias been extensl'^ely dealing 
with ^ ^new question which has risen, that of the Salzburg 
Protestants ; concerning which we shall h#ar more anon. Far 
and# wide, in the Biets and elsewhere, he has been diligently, 
piously and with solid judgment, handling this questiqp of 
th$ poor Salzburgers ; and has even stored up moneys in 
intended solace of them (for he foresees ,what the end wilf 
be) ; — moneys which, it appears about tMs time, a certain 
OfficiaFover in Preussen has been peculating ! In the end of 
June, his Majesty sets off to Preus^n on the usual Inspect|pn 
Tour ; which we should not pention, were it not in regard to 
that same Official, and something very rhaflamanthine and* 
.particular wfeicli befell him ; significant of what his Majesty 
can do in the way of*prompt justice. 

^ Fass«axin, pp. 417,41s. 
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^ * Case of Scklublmt * * 

I, I # ^ 

The K<feiigsberg Domain-Board {Krkgs- tmd Domimu-^ 
Kammer) had fallen in various points, of late ; sefferal 

things known to be out-at-elbows in that Country tlie 
Ifammer Raths^ evidently lax at their post ; for which reason 
they have T)SSSr'Siarply questioned, and shaken by the collar, 
so to speak. Nay there is one Math, a so-called Nobleman of 
those parts, by name Schlubhut, who has been found actually 
defaulting; peculating from that pious hoard intended for 
the Salzburgers : he is proved, and confesses, to have put into 
his own scandalous ^pisrse "'no less than ^11,000 thalers, some 
say 30,000 (almost 5,000?.), which belonged to the^ Public 
Treasury and the Salzhqj'g Protestahts ! These things, 
especially this latter unheard-of Schlubhut thing, the Supreme 
Court at Berlm (Criminal-CoUe^mm) have been litt&ig on, for 
some and, in ^?egard to Schlubhut, dhey have brought 

out a result, which Friedrich Wilh^m'^not a little admires at. 
Schlubhut clearly guilty of the defalcation, say they ; but he 
has mon^, landed properties : ''let him refund, principal and 
interest ; have, say, three or four years'* imprisonihent, by 
way of memenfo. ^ Years'* imprisonment ? Refund ? Is 
theft ill the highest quarters a thing to be let-off for rsfund- 
ing ? ’ growls his Majesty ; and will not confirm this sentence 
of Ms Criminal-Collegium; but leaves it till he get tfl the 
"spot, and see with his own eyes. Schlubhut, in arrest or miid 
confinement all this while, ought to be bethinking himself 
more than he is ! ^ ^ 

Once on the spot, '"'judge if the Ivdnigsberg Domain--^ 
Kamnier had not a stiff rauste? to pass ; especially^ if Schlub- 
huf s drilI-exS*cise was"' gentle ! , Schlubhu|, summoned tci 
private interview with his Majesty, t^arries his head higher 
. than could be looked for : Is very so:?ry ; knows not’ how itT^ 
' happened; meant at ways to reftnd ; will refund, to Ihel^st" 
penny, and make all 'good.— ^ Refund^ Does'" He (Er) know 
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^ what stealing ^neansj^ then ^ How the commonest* i&onvicted 
private thief fi|ids the gallow^ his portion ; mn<i\ tnore a * 
public magistrate convicted of theft? Is He aware ^ that 'He^' 
ill mye^j especial manner^ deserves hanging, then/^ — ScMnb- 
hnt looks offended dignity ; conscknis* of rank, if also of 
^nasi-theft : ^ Es ut nicM Manier (it is not the polite thing) 
to hang a Prussian Nobleman on those Hgjit thnns !’ answers 
SchluShut, high-mannered at the wTong can and 

will pay the money backi’ — NoUe-mm? Money' back? 

will none of His scoundrelly money.’ To strait Prison 
with this Schurhe ! — ^And thither he goes accordingly : un- 
happiest of mortals; to be conscious of rank, not at the 
right place, when about to ste^ the money, but at the 
wrong, ^ when anfwering to Rhadamanthus on it ! 

And there, sure emough, SchlubliUt lies, in his prison^ on 
the ScMossplaiZy or Castle Square, oP Konigsberg, all night ; 
Wd hear®, ctose by the Dommen-Kammer^ which is in the 
same Squajre, Eon\anen-Kammer where JbiB Office ugj^Ufco be, 
a terrible sound of cai^ientering go on ; — unhappiest of ^ 
Prussian Noblemen. And in the morning, see, a high 
gallows built ; close in upofi the» Domain-Kamnl<3‘, looking 
into very windows of it and there, sure enough, the 
unfortunate Schlubhut dies the thief’s death,* few hours hence, 
speaking or thinking what, no man reports to me. Death 
was certain for him ; inevitable as fate. And so he vibrates 
therg,^ admonitory to tine other Raths for days, — some say for ^ 
weeks,— till by humble petition they got the* gallows removed. 
The stumps of it, sawed close by the stones, were long after 
visible ifi that Schlossplatz of* Konigsberg. Here is prompt 
^Justice with a witness! Did read&s ever hear of such ^ 
thing ? There is no doubt i-boul the fact, ^ though in all 
Prussian Books it is loosely' smeared over, wilSiout the least '• 
precision of detail; and it was, not till after long searching 
«^hat I could so much as get it dated: July ITSl, while 

^ Benekendorf (, Anonymous), Karakterzuge aus dem Leben Frkdnck • 

Wilhdm L (Berlin, 1788}, vii.^i5»20 ; Forster fii. 268), etc. etc. 
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^ Friedricb -Crown-^Prince is still in gclipse at Cii^rins and some 
**six weeks, after WiiheiminaV betrotkaL , A3|d liere further- ^ 
niorejj direct' from tKe then Schlubhut precincts,^ is a stray 
Note^ inetebirological chiefly; but w^orth picking up^ sinc^ it 
is authentic. ‘ Wehfeu^’i^we observe, is on the road home- 
wards again, — on our return from uttermost Memel, — a d^y’^s 
journey hitherwards^ of that place, half a day’s thitherwards of 
Kdnigsberg -1 

Ttieeiap 10^/i^/w/^ l 7 oL King dfining with General Dockum at 
Welilau,* — where he had been again reviewing, for about forty hours, 
all manner of regiments brought to rendezvous there for the purpose, 
poor ^ General Katte with his regiment,* among them ; — King at dinner 
with General Dockum after alii^hat, ^took the resolution to be off to 
l^dnigsherg ; and arrived h^re at the stroke of midnight, in a d^uge of 
rain.* This brings us within a day, or two days, of SeMubhut's death, 
Terrilde ^combat of Bisons ( 2 ^r^or Auemch^eik, with such manes, such 
heads), of two wild Bisons against six wild Bears,* then ensued ; and the 
Schlubhut human-^tragedy ; I know not in what sequence? — r«ither con- 
lecture th^ Schlubhut had gone Piilau, road to Dantzig, on the 

narrow the hrische Haf and I^altic, is the nexthtage home- 

-irards ; at Piilau, General Fiiikenstein (excellent old Tutor of the Crown- 
Prince) is Commandant, and expects his rapid Majesty, day and hour 
given, to mC*«.ot known. Majesty gces in three carriages ; Old Des- 
sauer, Grumkow, Seckendorf, Ginkel are among his suite ; weatlier still 
very electric : ^ ^ 

Fischhausen, half way to Piilau, Majesty had a bout of elk- 
hunting; killed sixty elks* (Melton-Mo wbray may consider ‘It),— 

. *creajures of the deer sort, nimble as roes, hut strong as bulls, and 
four palms higher than the' biggest horse, —to , the astonishment of 
_ Seckendorf, Ginkel, and the strangers , there. Half-an-hour short of 
Piilau, furious electricity again ; thunderbolt shivered an oak-tree ffteen 
yards from Majesty *s carriage. And at Piilau itself, the Battalion in 
, Garrison there, drawn-out in arms, by Count , Finkenstein, to receive his 
Majesty * (rain over by this tiMe, we can hope), ^ had suddenly to rush 
forward and take new ground ;^risc|^e Haf, on some pressure from the 
elements, having si^ddenly guslied out, two hundred paces beyond its old 
watermark in that place.* ^ 

Piilau, Fischhausen, — ^this is where excellent old Adal- 
bert stamped the earth with his^life ‘in 4;te"^shape* of a" 

^ See Maiivillon, ii. 293-297 ; — coireciing;^ by Fassmann, p. 422. 
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crucifix’ eight hundred y^ars ago: ^aud these the new# 
^ phenomena th«re ! — ^The General Dockum^ Gcdogel of^ 
Dragoons,^ whop his Majesty dined with at "V^hlaUj got 
his^deirth not many months after. ,One of Dockwm’s Dragoon 
Lieutenants felt insulted at som^hing, and demanded his 
discharge: discharge given, he challenged Dockum, duel of 
pisto|s, and shot him dead.^ Nothing pigre to be said of 
Dockum, nor of that Lieutenant, in militar}#l!»l!i£«is. 

. # • 

Case of the Criminal-CoUegium itself 

And thus was the error of the CriminaLCollegium rectified 
in Schlubhut. I’or it is noth in aanie only, but in fact^ 
that Ihis Soverlign is Supreme Judge, and bears the sword in 
God’s stead, — interf^ing«now an|i %hen, when need is, in* this 
^ terrible manner. In the same dim authentic Benekendorf 
(himself* a member of the Criminal-Collegium* in later times), 
and from® him in all the Books, is Jiecorded anjjjj^ inter- 
ference somewhat in ^he comic vein ; which also we may give^ 
Undisputed fact, again totally without precision or details ; 
not even dateable, except that, dh study, we pefceive it may 
have been before this Schlubhut’s execution, and after the 
Criminal-Collegium had committed their teor about him, — 
must have been while this of Schlubhut was still vividly in 
mind. Here is the pnprecise but indubitable fact, the 
Prlssian Dryasdust has left us his smear of it : ^ 

^ One morning early ’ (might be before Schlubhut was 
hanged, and while only sentence of imprisonment and restitu- 
\tion Jay on him), General Graf von Donhof, Colonel of a 
' Musketeer regiment, favourite old 'loldier, — who did vote^n 
the mild side in that Cowt-Msirtial on the ^ Crown-Prince 
lately ; but I has Been forgiven by MS Majesty, being' 
much esteemed by hifii these long years past ; — this Donhof, 
early one morning, cails upon the .King, 'with a grimly lament- 
air. ^ is wron@ Herr Genei^I ? ’ — ^ Your Majesty, 

^ 7tli Apr.^ *732 {Militaiy^L^xikon^ t 365). 
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besst, Hlusketeerj an excellent soldier, and of good inches, 
fell into^;m^ mistake lately, — ^bad company , getting roimd the , 
poor fellow ; they,: he among them, slipt in|o a^^honse ,pid 
stole something ; trifle and without violence : pay is but three 
half-pence^ your Majesty, \nd the Devil tempts' men I 
the Criminal-Collegium have condemned him to be hapgad; 
an excellent soldj^r* and of good inches, for that one ^fault 
Nobleman SciJjuBiiht was ‘to make restitution,’ they decreed: 
that was their '^de.cree on Schlubhut, one of their own set ; and 
this poor soldier, six feet three, your Majesty, is to dance on 
the top of nothing for a tliree-halfpenny matter ! ’ — So would 
Donhof represent the thing, — ‘ fact being,’ says my Dryasdust, 
t‘ it was a case of hous^ebreaking with tjieft to the value of 
6,000 thalers, and this musketeer Ihe ringleader!’ — 
but was Schlubhut sentqaced to haifging'^? Do you keep two 
weights and two measures, in that Criminal-Collegium of 
yours, then r 

FriS?S=?3^Wilhelm %el^ this sad^ contrast very much ; the 
miore, as the soldier is his own chattel %ithal, and of superla- 
tive inches: Friedrich Wilhelm flames-up into wath; sends 
off swift messengers to bring Ihese Judges, one and all, 
instantly into his j)resence. The Judges are' still their 
dressing-gowns, shaving, breakfasting ; they make what haste 
they can. So soon as the first three or four are reportisd to 
be ill the ante-room, Friedrich Wilhelm,^in extreme impatjence, 
^has them called in ; starts discoursing with them upOB» the 
two weights and’' two measures. Apologies,' subterfuges do 
but provoke Mm farther ; it is not long till he starts up, 
growling terribly : ‘ Ihr SchurTien (Ye Scoundrels), ho^ could 
yduP’and smites down upon the crowns of them with the 
' Royal Cudgel itself. Faffcy tllte hurry-scurry, the unforensic 
attitudes and pleadings I Royal \!!udgel r^^ins Hows, right’^ 
and left: blood is drawn, -crowns cracked, browns nearly 
broken ; and ‘ several Judges lost a feW teeth, and had their"" 
noses battered,’ before they could '§et out. second fe^y 

meeting them in this ^^MpMated st^te, on the staircases, 
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dashed home aigain without*the |io*hour of a royal mteiView.^^ 

• Let them learn to keep one balance, an^ one set of* weights, 
in their Lajtv-Cqprt henceforth. — ^This is an actual scene, of 
date^ Berlin 1731 or thereby ; unusijal in the annals of 
Themis. Of which no constitutionat country can hope to see 
the* fellow, were 'the need never so pressing, — I wish his 
Majesty had been a thought more equal, when he was so 
rhadamanthine ! Schlubhut be hanged, StliluBfiu^ being only 
Schlubhut’s chattel ; this ‘musketeer, his Slajesty’s own 
chattel, he did not hang, but set him shouldering arms again, 
after some preliminary dusting ! — 

His Majesty was always excessively severe on defalcations ; 
any Chancellor ^with. his ^Exchequer-bllla gone wrong, would, 
have fared ill in that country. ^One Treasury dignitai-y, 
named Wilke (who h*ad ‘ Sealt in,tali recraits,’ as a kind of 
,bye-trade^ aijjJ played foul in some slight measure), the TTing 
was clear for hanging ; his poor Wife galloped to Potsdam, 
shrieking lnercy ;*upon jsrhich Friednth WilhelpHffffi him 
whipt by the hangman* and stuck for life into Spandau. Still* 
more tragical was poor Hesse’s case. Hesse, sogje domain 
Rath out at Konigsberg, concerned vrith moneys, was found 
with account-books *m a state of concision, and several 
thousands short, when the outcome was cleared up. What 
has Become of these thousands. Sir? Poor old Hesse could 
not tell: ‘God is my fitness, no penny of them ever stuck to 
me,’® asseverated poor old Hesse; ‘but where they are — ?• 
My account-books are in such a state ; — alas" and my poor old 
memory Js not what it was ! ’ They brought him to Berlin ; 
in the tend they actually hangeS the poor old soul ; — and then 
" afterwards in his dusty lumber-rooms, hidden in pots, stuffeR 
into this nook and that, most hr alf qf the money was found ! ® 
Date and document exisf for all these cases, though my * 
JDryasdust gives none;’ and the cases are indubitable; very 
rhadamanthine.indeed.* The soft quality of mercy,— -ah, yes, 

" ^ Benekendorf, vii, 33 ; Forster, ii, 270. 

Forster 269) etc. etc.* » m ■ 
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it is beautiful and blessed,* ^"^en permissible (thongb thrice-' 
.accnrsudj^When not) :.bnt it is on the hard qtality of justice, m 
first of aM, that Empires ■ are built up, ancf bemeficeiit ^nd 
lasting things become achievable to mankind in *|Ms 
world ! — ^ *' 


Shipper •Jenhins in the Gtilf of Florida % 

A couple of weeks before Scjilubhuf s death, the English 


Newspapers are somewhat astir, — ^in the way of narrative 
merely, as yet! Ship Rebecca, Captain Robert Jenkins Master, 
has arrived in the Port of London, wdth a strange story in 


her logbook. Of 'whicl^, after due sifting, this is accurately 


the substance : 


I 


^ London s June 171^1. ^Captain Jenkins left this Port with the 

Rebecca, several ^lonths ago ; sailed ip Jamaica, for a Q§>vg(^ of sugar. « 
Ho took in his cargo at Jamaica ; put to sea again, 5th April 1731, and 
proceeda^U^ie voyage hfmewards ; with indifferont winds"for the first 
fortnight. A^l 20th, with no wind or none tlutt would suit, he was hang- 
ing about in the entrance of the Gulf of Florida, not far from tlie Havana/ 

— almost too 4 ifi§r it, I should thipk ; b«t these bafiiing winds 1 — ^ not far 
from the Havana, when a Spanish Guarda-Costa hove in sighj; ; came 
down on Jenkins, and furiously boarded him : Scoundrel, wbat do i/ou 
want; coiitrabanding*n these seas ? Jamaica, say you? Sugar? Likely! 
Let us see your logwood, hides, Spanish pieces-of-eight I And liroke 
In ugOB' Jenkins, ship and person, in a most extraordinary manner. 
Tore-up his hatches ; plunged down, seekingilogwood, hides, piedfeirof- 
tight ; found none, — not the least trace of contraband on boarJ of 
Jenkins. : They brought up' his quadrants, sextants, however ; likewise ^ 
his stock of tallow candles : they shook and rummaged him, and all 
things, for pieces-of eight ; furiously* advised Mm, cutlass inTiiand, to 
confess guilt. They slashed tlie head of Jenkins, his left ear almost off, ^ 
Order had been given, Scalp^ him 1 ” — but as he had no hair, they 

omitted that ; merely brought^away tlfe wi^, and slashed : — still no con- 
cession, nor any pieces-of-eight. They hung him up the yardarm,— 
actual neck-halter, but it seems to have been tarry, and Mid not run : — 
still no confession. Ihey hoisted him higher, ♦tied Ms cabin-boy to Ms 
feet ; neck-halter then begame awfully st^ngent upojj J'SRkins ; iJadoiotr' ■ 
the cabin-boy (without head to speak of) slipt through, neose being tarrjT ; ^ 
which was a sensible relief to Jenkins. Bef©r<% very death, they lowered 
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; , Jenkins^ “ Coafeis^ scoandrel, tlv>n ! " S«oundrel could not confess*; spoke#' 

Majesty's flag, peaceable Englisli subject ontbe seas .*^ — ^ 

* Majesty ; Mgli seas I” answered they, and again hoistedf Thrice 
ovenjthey trUd JeAkins in this manner at the yardarm, once with cabin- 
bo;^ at his feet: never had man such a day^ outrageous whiskerando 
gutthroats tossing him about, his poor RSbecca and him, at such rate 1 
Sun^getting low, and *not the least trace of contraband found, they made 
a last assault on Jenkins ; clutched the bloody slit of him ; tore it 
mercilessly off ; flung it in his face, Carry that* toJyjp |Cing, and tell 
him of It 1 Then went their way ; taking Jenkm? tallow-candles, and 
the best of his sextants with thbm ; so that he couldT hardly work Ms 
passage home again, for want of latitudes ; — ^and has losj in goods 112/,, 
not to speak of his ear. Strictly true all this ; ship's company, if required, 
will testify on their oath.’ ^ 

Thtse snrel}^ are singular facts ; calculated to awaken d 
maritime public carrful pf its honour. Which they did, — 
after about eight years, as the* reMer will see ! For the 

• present, ^heife are growlings in the coffeehouse® ; and ^ Thurs- 
day Junej^ssLj the Newspaper|, ^This da'^^aptain 

Jenkins with his Owjj.erS,’ ear in his pocket, I^’^Kbpe, * went 
out to Hampton Court to lay the matter before his Grace of 
Newcastle : ’ ® Please your Grace,* it is hardly ^Jspee months 
since the illustrious Treaty of Vienna was signed ; Dutch and 
we lealing-in the Termagant of Spaiif, cand nothing but 
halys^on weather to be looked for on that side!’ Grace of 
Newcastle, anxious to avoid trouble with Spain, answers I can 
only Taney what ; and%othing was done upon Jenkins and his 
ear;^ — may ^ keep it in cotton,’ if he like; shall have *a 
better ship ’ for some solacement. This is the first emergence 
of Jenkfns and his ear upon negligent mankind. He and it 

= will marvellously reemerge, one day4— 

' * Daiif Journal (and the othe^r London Newspapers), i^2th-i7th June (o.s.) 
S 73 X,' Coxe^s S79» 'Sto (indistinct and needing correction). 

® Tift Spanlardi^ own they d?d a witty thing, 

« Who crept o^r ears, and sent 'them to the King.® 
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^ £ab^ Carlos ^ets his ApanagCt^ 

But ill ""regard to that Treaty of Vienna^ feventli and |ast 
of the travail-throes for Baby Carlos's Apanage, let the '“ipO' 
oblivions reader accept the following Extract, to keep him oii^ 
a level with Pubjic * Events,' as they are pleased to denominMe 
themselves : ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


^ By that dread?ul Treaty of Seville, Cardinal Fleury and the Spaniards 
should have joinyed with England, and coerced the Kaiser m et armis to 
admit Spanish Garrisons ’ (intend of neutral) ^ into Parma and Piacenza, 
and so secure Baby Carlos his heritage there, which all Nature was in 
travail till he got. in Ittly to a certainty 1 ” said all the News- 

. /papers, after Seville: and Crown-Prince Frjedrich, we^aw, was rpiming 
off to have a stroke in said War ; — inevitable, as the Kaiser stiE obstin- 
ately ^refused. And the En^lisli^ and grJIat G^eorge their King, w^ere 
ready. Nevertheless, no War came. Old Fleury, not wanting "war, 
wanting only to fieh out something useful for himself,— '•Loiwaine how * 
welcome^ j|nd indeed the^ smallest contributions are welcome !— Old 
Fleury hung back ; till the Spaniards ^d Terniag'ant Eliza- 

ieth lost all patience, and the very English^Vere weary, and getting 
suspicious. lYhereupon the Kaiser edged round to the Sea-Powers again, 
or they to and comfortabie As-^ou-were was got accomplished: 

much to the joy of Friedrich Wilhelm and others^ Here are sonue of the 
dates to these jiublime, |:iienomena : 

^ March IQth^ 1731, Treaty of Vienna, England and the Kaiser coalescing 
again into comfortable AS’-yoU’Wei^e, Treaty done by Robinson® (Sir 
ThonJias, ultimately Earl of Grantham, whom we shall often liear^of in 
time coming) ^ was confirmed and enlarged by\ kind of second edi^on, 
52d July 1731 ; Butclji joining, Spain itself acceding, and all being now 
right. Which could hardly have been expected. 

^'For before the first edition of that Treaty, and while Ro|jiiison at 
Vienna was still labouring like Hercules in it, — the poor Duke of»Parma 
dieA^. Died and no vestige '®of a Spanish Garrison yet there, to « 
induct Baby Carlos according %o , olt^ bargain. On the contrary, Fhe 
Jiaiser himself toojk possession, — ^^till OJgce the Duke's Widow, who # 
declares herself in the family- way, he brought to heM If of a Son, of 
course he must have the Duchies 7 if of a Daughter only, then Carlos 
■’ shall get them, let not Robinson fear.'' The dug months ran, but neither ^ 
son nor daughter came ; aid the Treaty ei Vienna, fifst*eTiition and"&Iso^ ‘ 
second, w^as signed ; and, ^ ** 
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^ OcMer pSl, SpaBish Oarriso0|, no longer an liypotkesis^ but 
'bodily fact^ 6,000 strong, ^^€onToye 4 by tbe Britisb Fleet, came into# 
« Legliorn, and procSeded to lodge themselves in^the long-litifatei 'Parma 
and J^iacenz^ — anil, in fine, the day after Christmas, blesse# be Heaven, 
^ 3 ecem^b€r Wih^ jBahy' Carlos in highest person came in : Baby Carlos 
power to him !) got the Duchies, ^e hope there was an end. 
No young gentlemaii^ever had such a pother to make among his fePow- 
crealinres aWut a little heritable property. If Baby C§rlos*s performance 
in it b|s anything in proportion, he will be a supe#eminent sovereign I 
^ Tliere is still some haggle about Tuscany, th# which is old 

and heirless; Last of the i^Iedifii, as he proved. B#by Carlos would 
much like to have Tuscany too ; but that is a Fief of the Empire, and 
might easily be better disposed of, thinks the Kaiser. * A more or less 
uncertain point, that of Tuscany; as many points are I Last of the 
Medici complained, in a polite manner, that they were parting his clothes 
before he had put theip oif : hoTvever,%avMoig no strength, he did not 
attempt resistancdj but politely composed hims^f, Weil, then 1 ” ^ Dj 
readers need to be infori»ed tjjat this same Baby Carlos came to be J^ing 
of Naples, and even ultimately to b# Carlos in. of Spain, leaving a 
• younger Son be King of Naples, ancestor ot the now Majesty there 

And thus, after such Diplomatic ^^rtliqiiakes travail 
of Nature, there is ai^ l^t birth ; the Seventh ^x’avail-throe 
has been successful, in some measure successful. Here actually 
, ,iS' Baby Carlos’s Apanage^, there probably, Jby* favour of 
Heavefi^ and of the* Sea-Powers, ■ will the ' Kaiser’s Pragmatic 
Sanction be, one day. Treaty of Sevilld^ «most Imminent of 
all those dreadful Imminences of War, has passed off as they 
all did; peaceably adjusts itself into Treaty of Vienna : A 
Teljmagant, as it wefe, sated ; a Kaiser hopeful to be so, 
Pragmatic Sanction and all : for the Sea-Powers and every^ 
body mere halcyon weather henceforth, — not extending to 
the Giflf of Florida and Captain Jenkins, as would seem ! 
m Robinson, who did the thing,- — an ^expert man, bred to busi- 
ness as old Horace Walpole’% Seciietary, at Soissons and else- 
» where, and now come to act on his® own scoie, — ^regards thi^ 
Treaty of Vienna (which indeeci had its multiform difficulties) 
*as a thing to immortalise a man. ' ' 

Scholl, lu j i. 346 j Coxe’s Il&use if AusiUrta 

(Loudon, iSs4b xii 151. ' « ® • 
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/%, ,Crc|wn-Prince has, long ifeinccj .by Papa’s .order,, written to 
, \lie Kais^r»> to thank ImperiaF Majesty for thi|t beneficent in- 
^ tercessioBj^:- which has*pi’oved the saying of l?iis li|e 3 as Papa 
' inculcates. We must now see a little how tlie saved' Crdwii- 
. Prince is' getting onj ihhss eclipsed state^ among the Donfain 
'Sciences at Custrin. • ' 



CHAPTER V 

» 

INTERVIEW OF MAJESTY AND CROWN-PRINCE 
AT ^CUSTRIN 

* Ever since the end of Novembei^ last yeal, Crown-Prince 
Friedrichj in the eclipsed ^ate, at Oustrilij has been prosecut- 
ing his ' probationary -courscj in the Domain Sciences ^ and 
otherwise, with* all the patience*, diligence and dexterity he 
could, c It is false, what one reads in soijne foolish Books,> 
^that Friedri^ neglected the functions siisigned him as assessor 
in the Xriegs- und Domdnen-Kammer, That would not have 
been the saf<S*tioiirse for liinl ! The truth still evident is, he 
set himself^ with diligence to learn the Friedrich-lV'ilhelm 
methods of admiifi^ering Domains, and the art of Finance 
in general, especially of Prussian Finance, the best e^^tant 
or since ; — Finance, Police, Administrative Business ; — : 
and profited well by the Raths appointee! as tutors to hiii% in : 
'.the respective branches. One Hille was his Finance- tutor ; 
whose ' * Kompendium^ drawn up and made use ' of on this ' 
occasion, has been printed in our .time; and is said to j3e,.int 
brjef 'compass, a highly instructive Piece ; throwing clear light 
on 'the exemplary Friedrich-Wilhelm methods^ These the 
Prince did actifally learn*; and alsb practise,^ all his life, — » 
^essentially following his Father’s methods,’ say the Autho- 
rities, — with, great advantage to himself, ♦when the time came. * 
Solid Nicolai hunted diligently mfter tracts of hinrin^l^e' 
% 1 ^3pfe^ss, S# 59 «. •» 


» 
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'Assessor'biisiBiess here ; and found some : — Order ftoln ^Papa^^ 
to' ^ make Eepc^rt upon the Glassworks of the IJemnark’:^ 

^ Autography sign|.tiires to common Repcfrts^ one or*two; and 
soiTO traditions of his having had a hand in planning certain 
Fato«Buildiiigs still standing in those' parts : — ^but as the 
Kagimer Records of Custrin, and Ciistrin itself, were utterly 
burnt by the Russians in 1758, such ^traces had mostly 
vaiiisfied thirty years before Nicolai’s tii|iQ*?*«**-*®siough have 
turned up since, in the form, of Correspondency with -the King 
and otherwise: and it is certain the CroTO-Prince did plan 
Farm-Buildings ; — both Carzig and Himmelstadt (Carzig 
now called Friedricksfelde in consequence),’ dim mossy Stead- 
ings, which pious Antiquarianisnf cap pilgrim to if it likes, 
were built or febuilt by* him: — ^and it*is remai'kable ivithaT 
how thoroughly instructed Friedridi Wilhelm shows himself 
in such matters ; and how paternally^delighted to receive such 
" proposals of improvement introducible at the%aid Carzig and 
Himmelstadt, an4 to find young Graq^ss so diligent, ,^nd his 
ideas even good.^ P#irh%”)S a momentary glan^ into those^ 
affairs may be permitted farther on. 

The Prince’s life, in this ♦his @<ilipsed state, of con- 

strainf, ^anxiety, conMiiual liability ; but after the first months 
are well over, it begins to be more supportable than we should 
think. He is fixed to the little Town ; cannot be absent any 
night, without leave from the Commandant ; which, how^pyer, 
and the various simiM’ restrictions, are more formal than real. 
An amiable Crown-Prince, no soul in Ciistrin but would run 
by night or by day to ser%"e him. He drives and rides about, 
in that^green peaty comitry, #n Domain business, on visits, on 
^ permissible amusement, pretty much at his owm modest dis- 
cretion. ' A green flat regioij, made of peat and sand ; human 
• industry needing to be ^Iw’-ays bu^ on it : faised causeways 
with' incessant bridge®, black ^edgy ditch on this hand and 
that ; many meres, muddy pools, stagnant or flowing waters 

^ Njco%i, vi?i93, See Map at p. 390. ' 

» Forster, ii. 390, 39X. ^ ' », 
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^ every Where big iiinddy Odfer^of yellowish-drab* colour, coming 
from thv'* south, big^ black Warta '(Warthe)ifrom the Polish^ 
fens in the east, the black and yellow refusi|g tg niiiiglg, for 
some miles. Nothing of the picturesque in this country; 
but a good deal of the tfseful, of the improvable by economic 
science ; and more of fine productions in it, too, of the floral, 
and still more inteestiiig sorts, than you would suspect at ^ 
first sight. ' "Fri^drich'’s worst pinch was his dreadful strait- 
ness of incoiile ; checking one*^ noble tendencies on every 
hand: but the gentry of the district privately subscribed 
gifts for him (se cotisirent^ says Wilhelmina) ; and one way 
and other he contrived to make ends meet. Munchow, his 
m President in the Kainmer, next to whon^ sits Friedrich, 
^King’s place standing ^always ready but empty tMere,’ is ^ 
heartily his friend; th^ Miincho^s are diligent in getting 
up balls, rura]| gaieties, for him ; so the Hille^— nay 
severe IFinance Tutor, has a Mamsell Hilie whom it is pleasant 
to dafice wi^h;^ nor^ifideed is shejthe only fascinating speci- 
men, or flower of loveliness, in thofe peaty regions, as we 
shall see. ,, On the whole, his Royal Highness, after the first 
paroxysms of Royal suspicion are over, and forgiveness begin- 
ning to seem possj^e to the Royal mind, lias a supportable time 
of it ; and possesses his soul in patience, in activity and hope. 

Unpermitted things, once for all, he must avoid tb do : 
pefhaps he will gradually discover th|t,t many of them were 
■■ foolish things better not done. He walks wearily ; to tins al!^ 
/things continuariy ^ admonish. We trace in Mm some real 
desire to be wise, to do and learn what is useful if he can 
here. But the grand problem, w'hich is reality itself,to him, 
fs always, To regain favour with Papa. ' And this, Papa being" 
what lie is, gives a twist to all\>ther problems the young man 
' may have, for they must all shape themselves by this ; and 
. introduces something of affcificial,— not prolierly of hypo- 
critical, for that too is fatal if found out,— -but of calculated, 
reticent, of half-sincere, on th^ Son’s an inevitable^ 

^ Preuss, i. 5^. * 
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' feature, 'pleatifally Tisible hi theil!' Correspondence* no^ andX 
thenceforth. Corresponding' witli Papa ^ and his ^omkow, * 
and^ratcheds Argus as the^Tobacco- 

, Parliament, real frankness of speech is' not quite the recom- 
ipendable thing ; apparent frankness may be the safer ! 
Besides mastery in the Domain Sciences, I perceive the 
Crowi^-Prince had to study here another* art, useful to him 
in after-life : the art of wearing among hiS fellow-creatures a 
polite cloak-of-darkness. Gradually he becomes master of it 
as few are : a man politely impregnable to th^ intrusion of 
human curiosity ; able to look cheerily into the very eyes of 
men, and talk in a social way face to face, and yet continue 
intrinsically invmbleeto them. An gCrt.no less essential to#, 
Royaltjr than that of the *jDomain Sciences itself ; and, — at 
all consummately done, afid witlv a .scorn of mendacity for 
^help, as in this case, — a difficult art. It is th|5 chief feature 
in the Two or Three Thousand Letters we yet have of Fried- 
riche’s to ail manner of correspondents? Letters j^ritteS with 
the gracefulest flowing ^rapidity ; polite, affable,— refusing to 
give you the least glimpse into liis real inner ma ^j ^r tell you 
any particular you might impertinently wish to know. 

As tha History of Priedxich, in this Custryi^epochf and indeed 
in all epochs and parts, is still little other than a whirlpool of 
simmering confusions, dust mainly, and sibylline paper-shreds, 
in the pages of poor pryasdust, perhaps we cannot do better 
thair snatch a shred or two (of the partly legible kind, or^ 
capable of bx;iBg made legible) out of thatliideoiis caldron ; 
pin them domi at their proper dates ; and try if the reader 
can, by such means, catch a glimpse of the thing with his 
^own eyes. Here is shred first ; a Piece in Grumkow’s hand. • 

' This treats of a very grande inciSent ; which forms an era ^ 
or turning-point. in the (Jiistrin life. Majesty has actually,, 
after hopes lolig held out of sifch ,a thing, looked in upon ’ 

- file Prodigal at Ciistnli, in testimony of possible pardon" in ' 
•*tW distance ;—s^es him afam,'for thelSrst time since that 
scene at Wesel with the drawn swtijd, after year^and day. 
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^Gramfeo^w; for ^ behoof of Seckendorf and the^Vienna people^ 
has di^wB a rough ^ Protocol"^ of it ; and here it is, snatched ^ 
from the Dust- whirlwinds, and faithfully' >lresejited to^'the 
English reader* His Majesty is travelling towards Sorlkien- 
burg, on some grand Ktiight-of-Malta Ceremony there ; ^and 
halts at Ciistriii for a couple of hours as he passes : ^ 


Gnmtmd's ^'*¥rotoJcoir of the 15th AtiguM 1731 ; or 
Summd/y of what took fli%ce at Ciistrin that day 


^His Majesty arrived at Ciistrin yesterday’ (gestern^ Monday IStli, 
— ^lionr not mentioned), ^ and proceeded at once to the Government House, 
with an attendance of several hundred persons. Major-General Lepel,' 
Commandant of Custrin, ^CcloSel Perschan and myself are immediately 
"sent for to his Majesty’s apartment thei»e. Privy-dOuncillor ^Folden/ 
PriBce’s Hofmarschall, a solidi legal man,^^is <^rdered by his Majesty to 
bring the Crown-Prince ovei frc?n his house; who accordingly in a few 
minutes, attended by Eohwedei and Natzmer,’ the two Kammerjunkei’S, 

^ entered the room where his Majesty "and we were. 

^So««oOn as his Majest^''^ turning round, had sight of him, the Crown- 
Prince fell at'S^is feet Having bidden him r^e, his Majesty said with a 
' severe mien : 

^ You will^ow bethink yourself what passed year and day ago ; and 
how scandalously you saw fit to behave yourself, and what a godless 
enterprise you took in hand. As I have had*' you about nie**froin the 
beginning, and mus^ ifhow you well, I did all in the world that w'as in 
my power, by kindness and by harshness, to make an honourable man of 
you. As I rather suspected your evil purpose, I treated you in the 
harihest and sharpest way in the Saxon Caii^,” at Eadewitz, m those 
, gala clays, in hopes you would consider yourself, and take another line 
of conduct ; w^ould *^confess your faults to me, and beg %;giveness. But 
^ all in' vain ; you gi*ew e\*er more stiffnecked. lITien a young, man gets 
into follies with w'omen, one may try to overlook it as the ^ult of his 
age : but to do with forethought basenesses (Idchetien) and ugly?* actions ; 
Chat is unpardonable. You thought to carry it through with your head^' 
'strong humour : but hark ye, iny lad» (Adrc, mein Kerl% if thou wert sixty 
or seventy instead of eighteen, thou cOuldst not cross my resolutions/*^ 
It would take a bigger man to do^that, my iad ! ^^A^d as, up to this 
'date (Us dato) 1 have managed to sustain my&d£ against any comer, there 
will be methods found of bringing thee to reason too ^ ^ ^ ^ 

have not I, on all occasions, "Tneant hono'hraWy by you ! last" 
time I got wind of yorsr debtsf how did I, Father, admonish you te 
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tell me all ; I wot^M pay ali^ you 4 g*^'ere only to tell me tlie trutli. ^Wliere'- ^ 
Hpon; you said^ Two-fliousand Thalers beyojjd the sum^ 

® named., I paid th|ise also at once; and fancied I had madQi'peace with 
yoa. « And titan it# was founds by and by, you owed many thousands 
more ; and as you now knew you could not pay^ it %vas as good as if the 
ogoney had been stolen; — not to reeko^ how the French vermin^ 
Monjholieu and partner^ cheated you with their new loans. Pfui ! 

Nothing touched me so much*' (continues his MajestJ', verging towards 
the patlietic), as that you had not any trust in me.^ AiUthis that I was 
doing for aggrandisement of the House^ the Army and Finances, could 
only be for you, if you made yourlblf worthy of it ! I here declare I have 
done all things to gain your friendship ; — and all has beei^ in vain ! ** At 
which words the Crown-Prince, with a very sorrowful gesture, threw 
himself at Ms Majesty’s feet,* — tears (presumably) in both their eyes by 
this time. 9 

it not jspur intention to go to England?” asked his Majesty 1 
farther hn. The Prince answered — ‘®Then hear what the 

consequences would hav^ becti. You^;^ I&other would have got Into 
tbe greatest misery; I could not but have suspected she was the 
'*5author of ^he^ business. Your lister I would hat% cast, for life, 
into a place where she never would have seen the sun and rnc^n again. 
Then on with my Arn?y into J^anover, and burn and ra'^e ; yes, if it 
had cost me life, land and people. Y our thoughtless and godless conduct, * 
see what it was leading to. I intended to employ you in all manner of 
business, civil, military ; but how,'**after such an action, I show the 
face of yen to my Officer^ (soldiers) and other servants ? — The one way of 
repairing ^11 this is, That you seek, regardless of yo<p.r very life in com- 
parison, to make the fault good again!” At which words the Crown- 
Prince? mournfully threw himself at his Eoyal Majesty*s feet ; begging to 
be put upon the hardest proofs : He would endure all things, so a# to 
recover his Majesty's grace^and esteem. 

^ Whereupoi^ the King asked him; ^HYas it t|iou that temptedst^ 
Katte ; or did Katte tempt thee ? ” The Crown-Prince without hesitation 
answered, I tempted him.” — I am glad to hear the truth from you, 
at any r^te.” * ' 

The Dialogue now branches out, into cOmplex general form; out qf 
which, intent upon abridging, we^ gather the following points. King 
Joquitur : ^ ^ ^ 

• ;^,How' do you like your Cbstrin life? Still as much aversion to 
Wusterhausen, and to wearing your shroud * (SterhekUteiy name for the 
tight um form you would nS)w he so glad of,. and think quite other than a 
shroud!) ^as foil it Prince's ansi"7er wanting. — ^Likely 

enough my company does not suit you : I^have no French manners, and 
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caiEmofe‘'brii% out Mm mots in tfee petit-maitre way ; an-d truly regard all 
tliat as^a tfeing to be filing to tlie^dogs. I am 'a German Prince ; and 
mean to Lve and die ifi tliat cliaracter. But you can now ' say wbat you 
liaye got by your caprices and obstinate heart; hating ev€?ything'‘|hat I 
liked ; and if I distingui^hed'any one^ despising him 1 If an Ofiic^ was 
put in arrest^ you took to lamenting about him. Your real friends^ who 
intended your good;, you hated and calumniated ; those that flattered, you^ 
and encouraged /our bad purpose;, you caressed. You see wliat%iat has 
come to. Iir Berli%, in all Prussia for some time back_, nobody asks after 
yoU;, lYh^tlier you are in the world or not ; and were it not one or the 
other coming from Ciistrin who reports you as playing tennis and wearing 
French hairbags, nobody would know whether you were alive or dead/ 
Hard sayings ; to which the Prince's answers (if there were any beyond 
mournful gestures) are not given. We come now upon Predestination, 
or the Gnadenwahi ; and iearm (’t^ith real interest, not of the laughing 
sort alone) how his Majesty, in the most conclusive^ way, set forth the 
hoipble results of that Absolute-Decree notion ; which makes out God to 
be the Author of Sin, and 4;hat, Jesus CPrist ciied only for some ! Upon 
wMch the Crown-Prince vowed and declared (hoeh und theuer), he was 
now wholly of hlSj Majesty's orthodox- opinion/ 

The^King, now tlioropghly moved, expresses satisfaction at the 
orthodoxy ; c^d adds with enthusiasm, ^When godless fellows about you 
speak against your duties to God, the King and your Country, fall 
instantly on your knees, and pray with your whole soul to Jesus Christ 
to deliver yoiTTrom such wickeuiiess, and lead you on better ways. And 
if it come in earnest from your heart, Jesus,twho would havr all men 
saved, will not leav« /ou unheard,' No ! And so may God in his mercy 
aid you, poor son Fritz. And as for me, in hopes the time coming will 
show fruits, I forgive you what is past. — To which the Crown-Prince 
anrwered with monosyllables, with many tears ; kissing his Majesty's 
feet; '—and as the King's eyes w’'ere not dry he "withdrew into aiiother 
room ; revolving many things in his altered soul. ^ 

^It being his Majesty's birthday’ (4th August by old 15th by nem^ 
forty-third birthday), ^the Prince, all bewept and in emotion, ^ folio w^ed 
his Father ; and, again falling prostrate, testified such heartfelt joy, 
gratitude and affection over fhis blessed anniversary, as quite touched the 
lieai't of Papa ; who at last claqsed h^ in his arms' (poor soul, after all 1), 

^ ^ ^and hurried oiP^ to avoid bfribberiog qi^ite aloud/ He ^ stept into hi« 
carriage,' intending for Sonnenburg (chiefly jbyw^ater) this evening, where 
' ' a Serene Cousin, one of the Schw^lt Margraves, Head Knight of Malta,' 
h» his establishment * 

^Tlie Crown-Prince fcllowed his Maj'^^ty out; and, in the presmea of" 
many hundred peopiq., kissed^his Majesty's feet' again (linen gaiters,*** not' 
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Bay-aipiu-Martm ^oes) ; ^ and w/is agaiB embraced by Ms Majesty, who ^ 
said, ^^Bebave well, as I see yon meat, and. I will take cm;p of yon,” 
^/wbicb threw the Ci^lwE-Prince into such an ecstasy of joy as i*o pen can 
exprftss : ' and^o th^ carriages rolled away, — ^towards the Kniglits*of-Malta 
business and Palace of the Head Knight of Malta, in the first place. ^ 

%hese are the main points, says Grumkow, reporting next 
day ; ^nd the reader must interpret th^m as he can. A 
Crown-Prince with excellent histrionic taints, thinks the 
reader. Well; a certain exaggeration, imini3!nsity'’of wish 
becoming itself enthusiasm ; somewhat of that ^ but that is 
by no means the whole or even the main part of the 
phenomenon, O reader. This Crown-Prince has a real 
affection to his Father, as we shalPin tim^e convince ourselves. ^ 
Say, at« lowest, a^Crown-PdSnce loyal to fact ; able to recognise 
overwhelming fact, anil aw^re thai;^h^^must surrender thereto. 
Surrender once made, the element much clears itself ; Papa’s 
side of tne question getting* fairly stated (or the first time. 
Sure enough, Papa# is God’s Yicegerent* ^ n several untiefiiable 
respects, most importairt some of them : better try if we can ^ 
obey Papa. 

Dim old Fassmann yields a ^park or twoj^as to his 
Majesty's errand at Sonnenburg. Majesty is go^g to pre- 
side tomorrow «at the Installation of young Margraf Karl, 
new Herrmeister (Grand-Master) of the Knights of St. John’ 
there ^ ^ the Office having suddenly fallen vacant lately.’ 
Office which is an heirloom ; — ^usually held by one of the ^ 
Margraves, fedf-uncles of the King, — some*^ junior of them, 
not provided for at Schwedt or otherwise. Margraf Albert, 
the Iasi; occupant, an old gentleman of sixty, died lately, ^ by 
stroke of apoplexy while at dinner’^;® — ^and his eldest Son^ 
Margraf Karl, with whom his-'MajSsty lodges tonight, is now 
Herrmeister. ^l^ajesty came at six p.m. to Sonnenburg’ "" 
must have left Ciistrin*" about fiye) ; ^forty-two Ritters 'made 
ft Sonnenburg next day,’ — a certain Colonel or Lieutenant- 

* ^ Forster, Hi. 50-54. 

^ 21st June 1731 : -Fassmann, p, 4234 Poliaitz;, ii 390.^ 
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>Geiierial voii Wreech^ whom we shall soon see again^ is one of 
them ^kendorf another. '‘'Fresh MUer^SsMag^ ('ICnight- 
stroke,** Batch of flights dubbed) 'at Sonnei^urg,, f9th 
September nexV which shall not the least concern us. Note 
Margraf Karl, however, the new Hemneister ; for he proves a 
soldier of some mark, and will turn-up again in tl^ Silesian 
Wars ; — as wilf a |ipor Brother of his still more impressively, 
'shot dead beside the King,’ on one occasion there. 

We add this of Dickens, foi’^all the Diplomatists, and a 
discerning public generally, are much struck with the Event 
at Ciistrin ; and take to writing of it as new ; — and ' Mr. 
Ginkel,*^ Dutch Ambassador here, an ingenious, honest and 
^observant man, well enougfi known to us^ has been out to sup 
with the Prince, next day ; and *thus reports of him to 
Dickens; 'Mr. Ginkel^bvlio supped "with the Prince on 
Thursday last,’ day after the Interview, 'tells me that his 
Royal Highness is extremely improved since he bad seen him ; 
being^fbwn much tdkr ; and that his conversation is sur- 
-^prising for his age, abounding in good'^sense and the prettiest 
' turns of e:p>ression.'* ^ 

Here are other shreds, snatched froni the Witch-Caldron, 
and pinned down, each at its place; which give ns one or 
two subsequent glimpses : 

FoUdam^ 21®^ August 17S1 (King to WoldejOtlie Hofmarscliali). "'f * ^ 
Crown-Prince shall travel over, and personally inspect, the followingr 
Domains : Quartschen, Himmelstadt, Carzig, Massin, Lemis, Gollow and 
Wollnp,' dingy moor-farms dear to 'Antiquarians ; 'travel over th^^se and 
not any other. Permission always tc be asked, of his Royal Majesty, in ' 
writing,' and mention made to'which of them the Crown- Prince means to- 
go. ' Some one to , be always in attendance, who can give him fit in- 
^struction about husband 3 ;y ; and 'as the Crown-Prince has yet onIy„ 
learned the theory, he must now be diligent to ' lea^n the same practi- 
cally. For which end it must be'^jciiinutely explained to him, How 'the 
husbandry is managed, — how ploughed, manured, sown, in every par- 
ticular ; and what the differences of good^and bad husbandry are/sC tha'- 


^ Despatch, i 8 th August $^ 31 , 
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lie may be aMe^of liimself tojcnow ajid judge tke same.i* O^Cattlen? 
husbandry too^ and the affairs of Bfewing (ViehmcM und JBmuwesen)^ 
the due understanding to be given him ; and i«i the ‘matter /f Srewing^ 
sho^r him how things are handled^ mixed^ the beer drawn off, ban*elied, 
and hll how they do with it (wie ilhemil dabei wrfahren) ; also the malt^ 
how it must he prepared, and what like, w?ien good. Useful discourse to 
be kept-np^ with him on these journeys ; pointing out how and why this is 
and that, and whether it could not be better : ' — O Khig of a thousand ! 

Has liberty to shoot stags, moorcocks (Huhner) and 4:l^e lilce ; and a 
small-hunt' (kkine Jagd^ not a Farforce or big oiie) ^can be got-up for 
his amusement now and then ; ' furthermore ^ a little dxick-shboting from 
boat/ on the sedgy waters there, — if the poor soul shoujd care about it. 
Wolden, or one of the Kammerjunkers, to accompany alw^ays, and be 
responsible. ^No ^iadcheUy or Frauensmensch/ no shadow of woman- 
kind ; — keep an eye on him, ^ you threej* 

Th^se things are in the Prussian Archives ; of date the 
week after that interview. In tw(f weeks farther, follow^ the 
Prince's speculation about Cai-zig and"" the Building of a Farm- 
" stead ttere | with Papa's ^ real contentment '^that you come 
upon suoh proposals, and seek tor make impi^>v«ments. 

, Only’— ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Wusierhamenf llth September^ (King to Crown-Prince). * * ^Only 
you must ‘examine whether there is nfeadow-ground enough, and how 
many a^i;!g!S can actually* be allotted to that Farm.' (Hear his Majesty !) 

* Take a Land-surveyor with you ; and have aC Well considered ; and 
exactly inform pourseif what kind of land it is, whether it can only grow 
rye, or whether some of it is barley-land : you must consider it yourself, 
aiid^ck^ it ail out of your own head, though you may consult with (llhers 
about it. In grazing-ground {HiUhung) I think it will not fail ; if only; 
the meadow-l#iiicl ' — 

in fact, it fails in nothing; and is got all done wood laid 

out to season straightway,’ and ^what digging and stubbing 

there is, proceeded with through the winter ’) : done in* a 

^ successful and instructive^ manner, ^oth Carzjg and Himmel-^ 

stadt, though im will say nothing farther of theind 

• * 

,22d Beptembm (Crown-Frine© to Papa). * * ^Have been 'at 
excelknt land out tb^re ; fine weat]|^©r for the hushaiadman/ 

-y ^ 


^^#Fdrster, i. 
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^ Major Rtider/ izEknowa Major^ ‘^liassed this way; mid dined wtli me^ 

•I «*iast Wednesday. He has got a^prgtty ^llow (schonen ^eri) for mj Most 
*• AIl-Oraci-Ms Father's regiment' (the Potsdam Giants^ where I used to ^ 
' ' he) ; I cotild ,not*look upon without bleeding heart. I depend on 

my Most' All-Gracious Father's Orace^ that he will W gooS to me : S ask 
for nothing and no happine^ in the world but what comes from you ; 
and hope You will, some day, remember me in grace, and give me thpe 
Blue Coat to put on again ! ' ^ — To which Papa answers nothjpig, or«only 
^ Hm, na, time mai/ come ! ' • 

•*», A 

Carzig goes^ on straightaway ; Papa charmed to grant the 
moneys ; ^ wood laid out to season,’ and much ^ stubbing and 
digging ’ set*^ on foot, before the month ends. Carzig ; and 
directly on the heel of it, on like terms, Himmelstadt, — but 
of all this we must say na more. It is clear the Prince is 
"learning the Domain ‘ Sciences ; e|iger ^to frore himself a 
perfect son in the eyes o£ Papa.^ in hopeful moments, 

asks himself: ^To whom "" shall marry him, then; how 
settle him ? ’ But what the Prince, in his own hsart, thought^ 
of it^all; how he looked, talked, lived, in unofficial times? 
Here has a^rabbed dim Documerjt |urned up, which, if it 
were not nearly undecipherable to the reader and me, would 
throw ligM jq^i the point : * , 

j* n, 

Schulenhurg^s 1 hr ee Letters to GrmnJcow^ mi Visits to the 
Crotmi-Prmce^ during the Cnstrin Time 

Ihe reader knows Lieutenant-Genwal Schulenberg 
'"little military gei^tleman of grave years, nephew of the may- 
pole Emerita ivlio is called Duchess of Kenda"f*in England. 

^ Had a horse shot under him Alalplaquet ’ ; battlings and 
experiences 'enough, befoi;e and since. Has real senscT, abun-^ 
dant real pedantry ; a Prussian soldier every inch. He pre- 
- sided in the Gopenick Court-martial ; he is deeply concerned^ 
in these Crown-Prince difficulties. ' His Majesty even honours 
him by expecting he shoulcF^quietly |eep a monitorial eye 
' upon the Crowii-Prin^fe ; — being l:}|s neighbour those^parts^ , 
, ^ Briefwechse^ mit Y(^sr (CEuvres, xxvis. part 27). 

< • A 
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he may be able 4 )f himself to Jcnow a«d judge the same^* Of# CattlcHP 
husbandry too^ and the aifairs of Brewing (Viekmcht und firauwesm)f 
' the due uiiderstan|.ing to be given him ; and m the ‘matter /f Srewing, 
show him how^ things are handled^ mixed^, the beer drawn off^ barrelled, 
and hll how they do with it {wie ilhevall dahei mrfahrm) ; also the malt, 
ho'^ it must be prepared, and what like, wften good. Useful discourse to 
be kept-up with him on these journeys ; pointing out how and why this is 
and that, and wdiether it could not be hotter : ’ — O King of a thousand ! 
— ^ HSs liberty to shoot stags, moorcocks (Htlhner) and Ih® Hhe ; and a 
small-hunt' (kUim Jagd^ not a Fm force or big one) ^can be got-up for 
his amusement now and then ; ’ fhrthermare ^ a little dhek-shooting from 
boat,’ on the sedgy waters there, — ^if the poor soul shoujd care about it. 
Wolden, or one of the Kammerjunkers, to accompany always, and be 
responsible. ‘No Miidchen, or Frauensmenseh/ no shadow of woman- 
kind ; — keep an eye on him, ^you three^' 

a 

Th^^se things are in the Prussian Archives ; of date the 
\veek after that inte2‘viem In twd weeks farther, follow^ the 
Prince‘’s speculation about Carzig and the Building of a Farm- 
^ stead th^re f with Papa’s ^ real contentment ^that you come 
upon sudi proposals, and seek tot make impitjvements. 
Only’— ^ ^ ^ 

Wmie7*hausen3 11th September^ (King to CroTO-Prince). * ^Only 
you must ‘examine whether there is naeadow-ground enough, and how 
many a^i;es can actually'be allotted to that Farm.' (Hear his Majesty I) 

* Take a Land-surveyor with you ; and have aC Well considered ; and 
exactly inform poureelf what kind of land it is, whether it can only grow 
rye, or whether some of it is barley-land : you must consider it yourself, 
and^ (k> it all out of your pwm head, though you may consult with ifthers 
about it. In gi*azing-ground {'Hiltliung) I think it will not fail ; if onl)t 
the meadow-hnid ' — ** 

in fact, fails in nothing ; and is got all done wood laid 
out tc season straightway,’ and «what digging and stubbing 
there is, proceeded with through the winter ’) : done in* a 
^ successful and instructive^ mannei', ^oth Car^g and 

stiidt, though we will say nothing farther of them.^ 

* 

OUstrin^ %%d Beptembe$ (Crown-Prince to Papa). ^ ‘Have been at 
^Lebws^ excellent land out tli^re ; fine weatl^er for the husbandman.' 

^ ^ — 

^^•Forster, i. 38 ^^ 92 , » 
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^ Major E^der^* unknown Major^ passed tins way; axd dined \mtl\ me, 
last Wednesday. He kas got aV*g^ty fallow (schVmen l^erl) for my Most 
All-GraDi<u?s Fatlier's regiment* (tke Potsdam Gianfe where I used to^ 
be) ; ^ whim I could not*iook upon without bleeding heart. I depend on 
my Most All-Gracious Father's Grace, that he will b0 gooS to me : ?1 ask 
for nothing and no happine^ in the world but what comes from you ; 
and hope You will, some day, remember me in grace, and give me the 
Blue Gout to put on again 1 ' ^ — ^To which Papa answers nothiiftg, or-^nly 
^Hm, na, time may come V - ^ 

Carzig goes^on straightway; Papa charmed to grant the 
moneys ; ^ wood laid out to season,’ and much ^ stubbing and 
digging ’ setr on foot, before the month ends. Carzig ; and 
directly on the heel of it, on like terms, Himmelstadt, — but 
of all this we must say im more. It is clear the Prince is 
"learning the Domain ' Sciences ; ep.ger “to prove himself a 
perfect son in the eyes of Papa. ^ fap^ in hopeful moments, 
asks himself: ^To wht>m"" shall we marry him, then; how 
settle him ? ’ (Put what the Prii?ce, in his own bsart, thought<t> 
of how he looked, talked, lived, in unoiBcial times? 

Here has a^rabbed dim Docmiiert |urned up, which, if it 
were not nearly undecipherable to the reader and me, would 
throw liglit jf^i the point : 

ScJmlenlmrg^s l%ree LcMers to on Visits to the 

Croxon-Frince^ during* the CUstrki Time 

(the reader knows Lieutenant-Genwil Schulenberg ^stiff 
'^'little military geiitlemaii of grave years, nephew of the may- 
pole Emerita who is called Duchess of Kendal^n England. 

^ Had a horse shot under him Malplaquet ’ ; batt^ings and 
experiences enough, before and since. Has real sens^, ^bun-^ 
dant real pedantry ; a Px*ussian soldier every inch. He pre- 
sided in the Gopenick Qourt-inartial ; he is deeply concerned., 
in these Crown-Prince difficulties. His Majesty even honours 
him by expecting he shoulcf^quietly ^eep a monitorial eyjE? 
upon the Crown-Prii^e being l||s neighbour *1% those^parts.; . 

^ Briefm&chse^ mit V(^er (CEuvres, xkvu. part 3d,^. 27). 

- • ift 
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I ^ ^ ^ E4th Oct. 1733 

Colonll-CommaJidant of a regfment of Horse at JAndsberg 
not many miles off. He has j«ist been at Vienna ] on sonic 
business^ (quaH-diploniatic probably, which ‘can rrfnmn un- 
lino^n to xxt ) ; and has reported upon it, or otherwise finished 
it <>^F, at Berlin ; — whence rapidly to Landsberg again, 
On the way homewards, and after getting home, he writes 
these tln^^3 Letters ; offhand and in all privacy, and of course 
with a business sincerity, to Grumkow ; — ^iy;le thinking the} 
would one day get printed, and wander into th|se latitudes tc 
be scanned and scrutinised ! Undoubtedly an intricate crabbed 
Document to us; but then an indubitable one. Crown- 
Prince, Schulenburg himself, and the actual figure of Time 
and Place, are here mirrored for ui, with a business sincei’ity, 
in the mind of ^Bchulenburg, — as from an accidental patch oi 
water ; ruffled bogwater, sad twilight, and with sedges find 
twigs intervening ; but under tSese* conditions we do look 
•with our #wif eyes ! • ® 

Could riot one, by any conceivable ^ij^ethod, interpr^ intc 
legibility this abstruse Document; and so |?ick out here 
and there a glimpse, actual face-to-face view, of Crown-Prince 
Friedrich in his light-gray fr»ck with the narrov«»sil%"er tresses, 
in his edipsed condilion there in the Ciistrin region ? All is 
very mysterious about him; his inward ^opinion about all 
mani^r of matters, from the Gnadetmahl to the late Double- 
Marriage Question. Even his outward manner of life, in^its 
flesk^and-blood physiognomy, — we search in vain through 
tons of dusij^ lucubration totally without interest, to catch 
here §ind there the corner of a feature of it. Let us try 
Schulenburg, We shall knovg at any rate that to Grumkow, 
^in the Autumn 17 S 1 , these words were luculent and signifi- 
cant ; consciously they tell us ^somelhing of young Friedrich ; 
(junconsciously a good deal ^f Lieutenunt-GenerRl S^chulenburg, 
who with his. jfcrict iheologie^ his military stiffnesses, his 
reticent, pipeclayed, rigorous aM yet human ways, is worth 
looking at, as^an^antique species extinct^ in our time. He is 

^"September 173X {Militair^Zixikon^ jUi. 433). 

#» *■ 
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4th Oct. 17313 ^ ^ ^ * *1 * * 

just hofne from Vienna, getting towards lite own’ddmicile 
from Berlin, from Custrin, «aiid *has seen the Prince, He 
writep*it&a wretched wayside tavern, or posl-house, between 
Custrin and Landsberg, — dates his' Letter % Wim (Vieifiay 
as if he were still in the |mperial City, so offhand is he. ^ 


No. 1. To Ms j^xceli^ss (add a shovelful of other titles) Lieutenant- 
General ^Merr j^as'on von Grumkow^ President of the Krieges-und- 
JDomamrirDiyictormm, of the (in f^ct^ Vice-President of the Tobacco- 
Parliament), in Berlin 
9 

‘ Wien’ (properly Berlin-Landsberg Highway, 

other side of Ciistrin), ‘ 4th October 1731, 

I regret much to have missed the pleasure of seeing your Excellency 
•again before I left "Berliif. I set off between* seve% and eight in the 
morning yesterday, and got to Ciistrin* (seventy miles or so)* ^before 
seven at night. But the Pjg^c^had gonf, that day, to the Bailliage of 
Himmeistadt* (up the Warta Country, eastward some hve-and-thirty 
miles, much pre|ttratory digging and stubbing there) ; a%d lie * slept 
Massii^* (iircuitous road back), where he shot a few' stags this morning. 
As I was told might probably dine at jjammin'* (still nearer Custrin, 

• twelve miles from it ; half that distance eas^of Zorndorf, — mark that, 

O reader^) ^with Madam Colonel Schoning, I drove thither. ^He had 
arrived there a%ioment before me.* And who is Madam Schoning, lady 
cff Kammiii here ? — Patience, reader. » * 

^ I found ^im grown ; an air of health and gaiety ifbout him. 

He caressed me greatly {me graciema fort ) ; afterwards questioned me 
about my way of life in Vienna ; and asked, if I had diverted biyself 
well there? I told him what business had been the occasion of my 
Journey, and that this rather than amusementf had occupied me ; hfi the 
rest, that there had been great affluence of company, apd no lack of 
diversions. He spoke a long time to Madam de WreecH^ 

« 

^ Wrocliem'* Schulenburg^calls her: young Wife of Lieutenant- 
General von Wreech, a ^arlborough Campaigner, made a 
^ Knight of MalJ^ the otlifr day p— 7m charming young Wife,^ 
and Daughter of Madam Colonel Schcining ^ur hostess here ; 
lives at Tamsel, in high style?ln these ;garts : mark the young 
I^y well, — . , * * 


Map at p. 390. 


^ MilUair-Lex^on^ iv. ^269, 



CROWN’- PRINCE KETRIEVJEB [liOOKVllt 

C' ^ ^ [4th Oct. 173X 

^ who 4 <i »ot sippe^ar fndiiferent to him/ No 1 —^ and in fact ^le was in 
all her beauty ; a^’complexion of lily and*rose/ • » .« 

"* Charming creatfire ; concerning whom *there are ^nfcdotes 
still^afloat^ #»nd least verses of this Princess writing ; not 
tooivell seen by Wreech, lately made a IJnight of Maltaj who, 
though only turning foity, is perhaps twice her age. The 
beafltifu^t, cleVefest, — fancy it ; and wheeler the peaty 
Neunfark produces nothing in the floral kifid ! ^ , 

^ We went to dinner ; he asked, me to sit heside hin^j The* conversa- 
tion fell, among other topics, on the Elector Palatine’s Mistress,’ — 
crotchety old gentleman, never out of quarrels, with Ifeideiberg Pro- 
testants, heirs of Julich and Berg, and in general with an unreasonable 
world, whom we saw at Mannheim last year ; has a Mistress, — ^ Elector 
Palatine’s Mistress, called Taxis. Cro’^-P^^nce said : I should like 
to kno'^j’ what tMt good old gentleman does with a Mistress?” 
answered, that the fashio|i had^come so mjich in vogue, Princes did* not 
think they were Princes unless they Ifad mistresses ; and that I was 
,ama2ied at the :^ciiity of women, how they could shut their eyes on the 
sad reverse* of fortune nearly inevitable for them ; — instanced the 
example of Madam G^avenitz ’ — , # • # 

^Gravenitz’, example lately fallen-out at Wilrtemberg, as we* 
predicted. Prayers of the Country, ‘ Deliver us jTrom evO,’ 
are answered there ; Gravenitx quite over with it ! Alas, 
yes ; lately fallen from her high estate }¥urtcinherg, and 
become the topic of dinner-tables ; seized by soldiers in the 
nighf-time; vain her high refusals, assurances of being too 
unw^eil to dress, ^ Shal|,^ go in your shift, then,’ — ^is in prison, 
totally ecli^d.^ Calming her fury, she will get out ; and*^ 
vrearisomely^rnder about in fashionable capitals, iottjours un 
lavements tromeesi — 

^ There were other subjects touched upo^i ; and I always endeavour^ 
to deduce something of moral mstructi<|5i from them,’ being a military 
gentleman of the old school. * t 

* Among other things, he said. He liked the great world, and was 
charmed to obseiVe the ridfeulous w^t side of some people, That is 
Excellent,” said I, if me profit by it oneself : but if it is only for 

' - 

^ Michaeiis, iii 440 ; Pollnltz, i. 297. 
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^amtisemeifb^ such a motive is worth little ; we sliouM rather lc^)k out 
% Vor our^ own ridiculous weak sile-i" risings Hofmarschall Wolden 
^ said to without much sincerity, ^ You have done well to preach a ^ 
little moraiity to him.” The Prince went %o a %vindow, and beckoned 
me thither. -8 # ^ 

‘ ^^You have learned iiothgig of what is to become of me?” said^he. 

I answered ; It is supposed your Royal Highness will return to Berlin^ 
when the Marriage” (Wilhelmina's) takes place; But as tC^vhat^will 
come nest, I have hewd nothing. But as your Highness has fiends, 
they will notfiul to ido their endeavour; and M. de Grumkow has told 
me he would try ^0 persuade the King to give you a regiment, in order 
that your Highness might have something to do.” It seemed as if that 
would give Mrfl x^leasure. I then took the liberty of saying : Moii- 
seigneur, the most, at present, depends on yourself.” — ^^How so?” 
asked he. I answered, It is only by showing good conduct, and proofs 
of real wisdom and worth, ^hat\he King's entire favour can he gained. 

*First of all, to fear God ” ' And, in •fact, I launched iio\^ into a 

moral preachment, or diseurshie Dialogue^ of ^’eat length ; much need- 
ing to have the skirts of it tucliJbd up, in a way of faithful abridgment, 
for behoof of poor English readers. As follows : ^ ^ ^ 

^ Schulenbitrg : if your Highness behave well, the King will accord 
what ytu ?vant ; but it is aihsoiutely necessary to begin by that. — FHnee : 
do nothing tli&t can displease the Khig^-^i^hulenburg : It would be a 
, little soon yet ! But I speak of the future. Your Highness, the grand 
thing I rec^mn^end is to fear ^God ! * Everybody says, you have the 
sentiments of an honest man ; excellent, that, for a beginning ; but 
without the |ear of G^d, your Highness, the passions stifle Ahe finest 
sentiments. Must lead a life clear of reproach ; and more particularly 
on the cha])ter of women ! Need not imagine you can do the leasl«tliing 
without the King's knowing it : if your Highness take the bad road, he 
, will Vish to correct it ; the end will be, he w^ll bring you back ft>*live 

iieside him ; which will not be very agreeable . — Prince i Hmph, N%1— 
Bchuknhurg : Of the ruin to health I do not speak ; l^f^rince : Pooh, 
one is young, one is not master of that ; ' — and, in fact, on this dilicate 
chapter, W'hicii runs to some lengthy Prince answers as wilcBsh young 
fellow^s will ; quizzing my graye self, with glances even at his Majesty, ^ 
on alleged old peccadilloes of jurs. Which allegations or inferences I 
^rebutted with emphasis. ^But, I c%fess, though I employed all my 
rhetoric, his njjnd did not seem to alter^ and it will he a miracle if he* 
change on this nead.' Alas, Gene3||l i Can't* be helped^ I fear 1 
^He said he w^as not afraid of a^iy thing s*^ much as of living coir- 
stantly beside the King^ — Bchuienhurg^ Arm yourself #with pat^nce,^ 
Monseigneur, if that happen. God has given you* sense enough ; 

YOU H. ^ ’ ' • 2 B 
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porsevli*e ‘to use^it faithfully on all ocjasionsj, yoii will the good 

graces of the King, — Prince: finposgible ; beyond my power^ iiideedj 
» said he; and inade*a thousand objections. — Bch%ienbm^g: Yoy iflghness 
is lil^e one that will not ie#n a trade because you do not already know 
it. Begin ; you will certainly never know it otherwise 1 Before rising 
in tihe mornings form a plan for your dsf^/— ^n fact, be moral, O be 
itioral i ^ 

ft * • 

Hife Highness now got upon the mamiages talked~of for 
him ; an important point for the youn^ tnaii. He spoke, 
hopefully rather, of the marfiage with the Priflcess of Meek- 
lenburg, — ^Niece of the late Cxar Peter the Great ; Daughter 
of that unhappy Duke who is in quarrel with his Ritters, 
and a trouble to all his neighbours, and to us among liie 
number. Readers recollect that young* Lady’s Serene Mother, 
and a fneeting she once had with her Uncle Peter,— at l^fag- 
deburg, a dozen years ago, in « public drawingroom with 
^alt^ove ne^r ;^anecdote not Jightly to be printed in human 
types, nor repeated where not necessary. The Mothgr is now 
dead ; PatTier stilf up the eyes in puddle ^nd trouble : 
but as for the young Lady herself, she is Niece to the now^ 
Czarina Anne ; by law of primogeniture Hei:^ss«of all the 
Riissias^: something of a match truly ! 

^ But tbero wdll be didiculties ; your Highness to Shange youi* religion, 
for ope thing? — Prince: Won’t, by any means. — Sohnlenhurg : And 
give-up the succession to Prussia ? — Prince : A right fool if I did ! — 
BchtiJcihurg i Then this ij^arriage comes to nothing. — ^Thereupon hext 
he sSid, If the Kaiser is so strong for us, let him give me his secontW 
Daughter;’ laJilsy Franz of Lorraine is to get thelirst. — ^ Bchulenhiirg : 
Are y^^u serious ? — Prime : Why not ? with a Duchy or two it would do 
very -wi^lT—BGhulenhiiTg: No Duc-hies possible under the Pragmatic 
.Sanction, your Highness: besides, your pbange of religion? — Prince: 
Oh, as to that, never !— Then this marriage also comes to nothing. 
Of the English, and their Double-Marriage, and their Hotham brabble, 
^he spoke lightly, as of an extinct matter, — in terms your Excellency* 
will like, , ' 

^ ^ But, said I, since yopi, speak so much of marriages, I suppose yoti 
^ wish ^be marj^ed ? — Prince : 5 but if the King absolutely will have 

it,'! will marry ;fco obey him* After that, I will shove my wife into the 
corner {phntemi la ma and live after my own fancy. — Behnlen- 
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,^urg : iiorriUe to tliink of ! iu the, first place^ yoiy Highness, is it 
^ liot written |n the Law of God, Adiidterers shall not inherit the Kingdom 
of HeavSnr* And 'in the second place; and in the third and fourth * 
place ! — all which he answered as wild young felloys dcj^ especially if 
you force marriage on them. ^ I can perceive, if he marries, it will only 
be to have more liberty than tiow. It is certain, if he had his ellfows^ 
free, he would strike out (s'en donnerait d gauche\ He to me 
several times: am young; I want to profit^ hy my y^-uth/'*^ A 

questionable y4)gng fell 5 w, Herr General ; especially if you force^mar- » 
, riage on him. ^ 

^This conversatSon done/ continues* the General, ^he set to talking 
with the Madan^ Wreech,' and her complexion of lily and rose ; ^ but he 
did not stay long ; drove off about five* (dinner at the stroke of twelve 
in those countries), ^ inviting me to see him again at Custrin, which I 
proffiaised.* * 

* And so the Prince is off in the •Autumn lunset, 
dowft the peaty hollow of ^the Warta, tlm’ough unpicturesque 
country, which produces ^Wreeches' and incomparable flowers 
nevertheless. Tes ; and if he Itiok a six miles ?o iSie right, * 
there is the smoke <^«the evening kettlef from •Zorndorf, 
Rising into the^sky; and across theTlker, a twenty miles to 
the left, is Kunersdorf : poor sleepy sandy hamlets ; where 
nettles of tfie Devil are to be plucked one day ! — - 

• • 

^ The beautiful Wreenli di’ove off to Tamsel,* her fine house :• I to this 
wretched tavern ; where, a couple of hours after that conversation, I 
began writing it all down, and have nothing else to do for the niglit. 
Your^ Excellency’s most moral, stiffnecked, pipeclayed and extremely 

obedient, t Yon ScinjnENBirR 5 .«^ 

* 

This young man may be orthodox on Predei^fSiation, and 
outwardly growing all that a Papa could wish ; but her® are 
strange heterodoxies, here is pleifty of mutinous capriciqus fire 
ii>the interior of him, HdlT General ! In fact, a young man ® 
unfortunately situated ; already ^become solitary in Creation ; 
lias not, except ^himself, I friend iiT the world available Just * 
now. Tempestuous Papa istpnns one way,* tempestuous 
Mamma Nature another; and between* the outside and the 
inside there are inconsistencies enoi%h. t ^ ^ ^ 

* 1 Forster, iii. 65-72.# 
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CoWriiing<the fair Wre«ch of Taiiisel, with her complexion. 
^ of lily and rose^, there ensued by and by much whisperi|ig, and 
rumouring uuderbreatli ; which has survived in the apocryphal 
Anecdote-rfooks* not in too distinct a form. Here, from first 
are three wordsj which we ntay fake to be the essence 
of J;he ^ole. •Gi^imkow reporting, in a sordid, occasionally 
smutty, spy manner, to his Seckendorf, %>m TBerlin, eight or 
ten months hence, has this casual expression (King 

Friedrich Wilhelm) ^ told xm in confidence tl«at IVi’eech, the 

Coloners Wife, is to P. R, (Prince-Roy%l) ; and that 

Wreech vowed he would not own it for his. And his 
Majesty in secret is rather pleased,’ adds the smutty 
Elsewhere I have r^ad that the object, which actually^ 
came es anticipated (male or female, I forget), did not live 
long ; — ^nor had FridclricR, by any ogportunity, another child 
in this world. Domestic Tamsel had to allay itself as it best 
could ; and the fair Wreech became much a stranger to 
Friedrich,— surprisingly to FriedrieR the as ^rhaps 

we may see.--^ # 

Predestination, Ghiadcnwahl^ Herr General : whfit is ortho- 
doxy on Predestination, with these accompaniments 1 ^ We 
go now “to the Seconcl Letter and the Thii:^;;^— from Landsberg 
about a fortnight later : 

2. To Ido EaweilerK^ (sliovelfui of titles) von Qriimkow^ in Bertin 

‘Landsbqj’g, lOtli October 1731. * 

^The day before yesterday' (that is^ Wednesday 17tli October) 
received an Order, To have only fifty Horse at that post, and* — Order 
which sjh-ows ns that there has fallen out some recruitin|^ squabble on the 
" Polish Frontier hereabouts ; that the Folack gentlemen have seiaed 
certain Corporals of ours, hut aj^ abcfut restoring them ; Order and 
- affair which we shall omit. ^Coi'porals will be got i^ack : but as thes» 
Folack gentlemen*wiil se®, by the course taken, that we have tio great 
* . , 

^ Grumkow to Seckendorf, Berlin, 20th August 1732 (Forster, in. 112). 

“ > ^ Jfor Wreech'^see ^enekendor/t 94 ; for Schulcmburg, ib, 26 j — ^and MiUiair* 
Ltxikoit^ iii 43A 4335 and iv. 26S, 269. ^Vacant on the gossiping points | 
cautiously official, both these.* ^ 


r' 
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^stomach mvJiUtng^ I fancy they^wm grow more insolei^J; ; tlien*^%re wiio 
tries to recruil^tliere for the future 1 * 

^ On tlie^ame day I was apprised, from Custriii, That the Frince-Royal ^ 
had resolved on an excursion to Carzig, "and thence to tjie BailHigg© of 
Himmelstadt ' (digging and stubbing now on foot at Himmelstadt^too), 

^ which is hut a couple of mil^s ^ from this ; that there would be a^little 
hunt between the two Bailliages ; and that if I chose to comp. I mighi, 
and the Prince wquM dine with me/ — ^^Fhich I did ; and S(>/iiere %ain, 
Thursday 18th October 1731, in those remote Warta-Oder Countries, is 
a glimpse of^his llojal Highness at first-hand. Schulenburg continues ; 
not even taking c^new paragraph, whieh indeed he never does : 

^ lliey had shut-up a couple of Spiesser (young roes), and some stags, 
in the old wredfe of a Saugarten * (Boar-park, between Carzig and Himmel- 
stadt ; fmt ruinirtcn Saugarfen, he calls it, daintily thro wing-in a touch 
oiGerman here) : ^the Prince shot one or two of them, and his com- 
^panions the like ; but it doies not seem as if this ^muse^ient were much to 
his taste. He went on to Himmeistadt ; ‘and at noon he arrived here,' 
in nty poor Domicile at Laudsllerg. % * 

^ At one o'clock we went ^ ta’&le, and sat till four. He spoke only of 
very indifferent t|jings ; except saying, to me : Do you4cnaj^v, the King«> 
promised 400,000 crowns (60,000^.) towards disengaging those Bail- 
liages d£ •flie Margraf of Mreuth's,” ' — old Marg^af, Bjiilliages pawned 
^to raise ready Slsh ; readers remember wiiafc®iiiterminable Law-pleading 
there was, till Friedrich Wilhelm put it into a liquid state, Pay me hack 
the moneys,Hhe» ! " ^ ^ 400, OQO thaiers to the old Margraf, in case his 
Prince (Wilhelmina's now Bridegroom) have a son by my Sister." I 
answered, I Ii«id heart^ nothing of it. — But,” said he, ^^that* is a great 
deal of money 1 And some hundred-thousands nfore have gone the like 
road, to Anspach, who never will be able to repay. For all is nrjich in 
disorder at Anspach. Give the Margraf his Heron-hunt (chasse au Mron)^ 
he cares for nothing ; and his people pluck him at no allowance.” l^Haid : 
*^rhat if these Prince^ would regulate their expenditure, they might, little 
by little, pay-off their debts ; that I had been told at ViC'&atheBaireuth 
Bailliages were mortgaged on very low terms, those who now held them 
making eight or ten per-cent of theit* money ; ' — that tlie Margi^af ought 
to make an effort ; and so ot. ^ I saw very well that these Loans thc» 
King makes are not to his minci 

^ ^ Directly on rii^ng from ta|jle, he went away ,• excusing himself to 

Tiiat he could not pass the night hero ; tliat the King would not like his 
sleeping in the Town ; besides tliafslie had still several things to complete 
in a Report he was sending-off to his Majesty? He went to Massin, and 
slept there. For my owi^ share, I did n# press hii^ tb %’emain ; Tvhat i * 

— W 

Supra, p. 


^ ^ Demi-milh ’ German. « 
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did wfts ratLer the way of fornt Jheye were with hjm FresMeiit^ 
Munchow/ civil gentleman whom weicaow, ^an Engineer Captain Reger^ ^ 
► and the three Gentlemen of his Court/ Wolden^ Eohwedel, Natter who 
onc^ twirled |jis filler in a ceftaia mouthi the insipid fellow* 



^ He is tio great eater ; but I observed he likes the small dishes {petiis 
^piats) a£d the high tastes ; he does not caj;e for fish ; though I had very 
fine trontSj he never touched them. He jioes not take brown soup (soi^^e 
au bouillon)* It did not seem to fae he cared for wine : he tastes at ali^ 
** the wines ; hut commonly stail^ls by burgiflidy witli wSter* 

introduced rtoTiim aiHhe Officers of my Regiment who are here ; he 
received them in the styli^ of a king'" (en r&i^ plenty of quiet pride in him^ 

, JHerridSeneral).^ / It is certain ^ feels what he^is born to ; and if ever he 
get to it^ will st^-ndT on the top of it. As to me^ I mean to keep myself 
retired : and shall see of lum as litfclo can* perceive well he does 


# # 
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not Hk^ advjce/ especially wkei^ administered in the %t;ay of preachments 
by stiff old mnitary gentlemen ol tlie*ai2-wise stamp i— ^ and does nofc 
take pleasure except witji people inferior to him in mind. His first aim ^ 
is to find-out the ridiculous side of every nne^ and he loves to hant^* and 
quh. It is a fault in a Prince : he ought to know*peo;^0’s faultS, and 
not to make them knowd to^nanyhody whatever/ — whicli^ we perewe^ is 
not quite the method with private gentlemen of the all-wise tyjs^ I — * 

speak to yoiyr Excellency as a friend ; and a^ure you p!/iB a Frince 
who has talen^ but wli» will be the slave of his ‘passions (sefera C^omimr ^ 
par ses passiam / — ffoc a felicitous proi)hecy^ Herr General ) ; ^ and will 
like nobody butiguch as encourage Mm therein. For me, I think all 
Princes are cast in the same mould ; there is only a more and a less, 

^At partingfhe embraced me twice; and said, am sorry I cannot 
sljy longer; but another time I will profit better,” Woldeii’ (one of 
Three) ^ told me he could not describe how well-intentioned for your 
^Excellency the Prince-Royal is’ (cunning dog 1 ), ^who says often to 
• Wolden’ (doubtless guessing it will be rd«said), ^^Ifl cannofc 4 iow Mm 
^gratitude, I will his posterity I— prcffoundly obliged to the 

Grumkow kindred first anff lalb!— remain your Excellency’s’ most 
pipeclayed % ^Von S{!iiui4|iNBuiio/ ^ ^ 

^ * ■» * 

And soj aftesk survey of the spademm ft Carzig and Himmel- 

^stadt (where Colonel Wreech, by the way, is Amts-Hmiptmamu 
Official U^aA-man), after ^hooiing a Spiesser or two, and 
dining and talking in this sort, his Rqyal Highness^ goes to 
sleep at Massin ^ ^nd ends one day of Iris then life. We 
proceed to Letter No. S. ^ 

# 

A day or two after No. 2, it woiiH apj^ear, his Majesty, 
'who is commonly* at Wusterhausen hunting in season, has 
been rapidly out to Crossen, in these Landsberg regiops (to 
south, within a day’s drive of Ljindsberg), rapidly looking after 
something ; Grumkow ai^ another Official attending liim : — . 
other Official, ‘ Truchsess,’ ss Triichsess von Waldburg, a worthy 
soldier and ge»tleman of those p^rts, whom we shall again, 
hear of. In No. 3 there is ujention likewise'of the ‘ Kurfiirst 
of Koln,’ — Elector of Cologtfe ; languid lanky gentleman of 
Bavarian breed, wlnjm wo saw 4ast year „atf *1101111, Yichesi • 

^ ^ JJ'felerj iii. 71-^3^ ^ 
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judge jby the outSide^ all appears very^ quiet ; hut many |liink|, at the^ 
bottom of the hag it will not be the* same. — I am^ witl/ respect^* your# 
♦ Excellences much in buckram^, ^ ^ ^ 

^ JLe Comte J)e Schoulenhoorg/ ^ 

? ^ 

Se far Lieutenant-Geneml Schulgnbtfrg ; whom we thank 
for tli^ contemporary glimpses of a young man that has 
became h?t’torica], aigd of the scene he lived '’in. And with 
these three accidental utterances, as if th^y*.(whMi are alone 
left) had been the sum of ajl he said in th^ world, let the 
Lieutenant-General withdraw now into silence : he will turn 

<r 

Up twice again, after half-a-score of years, once in a nobler 
than talking attitude, the close-harnessed, stalwart, sligh^ 
atrabiliar military gentleman of thS 0I4 Prussian schooh 

These glimpses o? the^ Crown-Prince, reflected on us in - 
this manner, are not very iuculent^t^ the reader, — ^light b^ing 
indifferent, and miiTor none of the best : — but some features 
'"do gleanrfofth, good and iibt so good; >vhi^h, with others 
coming, imy gra 4 ually coalesce into ,.£jomethiiig coifcekable. 
A Prince clearly of niFch^spirit, and not withoSt petulance ; ^ 
abundant fire, much of it shining and burning in’egularly at 
present ; being sore held-dowli from without, anfl anomalously 
situated".. Pride enongh, thinks Schulenbimg, capricious petu- 
lance enough, — likely to go into a reign of the passions, if 
we Ike. As will be seen ! — 

Wilhelmina was be^trothed in June last : Wilhelmina, a^ 
Bride these^^x months, continues to be *much tormented 
by Mamma, But the Bridegroom, Prince of Baireiith, is 
gradually^ recommending himstslf to persons of judgment, to 
^Wilhelmina among others. One he naiiowly missed ub 
unheard-of accident : a fooliaih seif*vant, at some boar-hunt, 
^gave him a loaded piece CSi the half-cock; h^f-cock slipped** 
in the handling ; bullef grazed his Majesty^s very temple, was 
felt twitching the hitir there ;~ye Heavens ! Whereupon 
" hnpertineiit r^ma^ks from fomo of the #Bessau people (allies 
i«3?brster. iii. ® 



ft 4 
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of Sq|iwe<}t^iid the Margi;avjSiie in high colo'^rs) ; ^hi«h were 
well answered by the Piiii^ce, and noiselessly but severely 
checlced by a well-bred King.^ I^hig has given the Prince'^ 
of Baireuth a regiment; and likes li|m l:oIembly, though 
the young man wiil n|ft always drink as could be ^^pshed. 
Wedding, in spite of clouds from her Majesty, ^comihg 
steadily on. ♦ ^ ^ i' f 

iHis Majesty's BtiUdhig Operations 

^ This year,’ says Fassmann, the building operations both 
ki Berlin and Stettin,’ — in Stettin where new fortifications 
m'e completed, in Berlin where gradually whole new quarters 
* are getting built, — were exceedingly pushed'Vorward (msserst 
pcnmh'ty Alas, yes ; Ishis too h a cpiestionable memorable 
feature of his Majesty ’I reign. Late Majesty, old Eng Fried- 
rich n, wishfii, as others had been, for the grcfktb of Berlij?, 
laid-^ul a new Qii^yter, and called it Friedrichs Stadt; 
^ scraggy boggy ground, planned-olit «into streets, Friedrichs 
Strasse the chief street, with here and there a house standing 
lonesomeJy prophetic on it. But it is this present Majesty, 
Friedrich Wilhelm, that gets the plan executed, ^*and the 
Friedrichs’ Strasse actually built, not always in a soft or 
spontaneous manner. Friedrich Wilhelm was the yEdile of 
hi^ Country, as well as the Drill-sergeant ; Berlin City did 
^ not rise of its own accord, or on the ^principle of leave-^lone, 
any more than the Prussian Army itself. WrecWand rubbish 
Friedrich Wilhelm will not leave alone, in any kind but is 
intent by all chances to swe^p them from the flee of the 
^Eartb, that something? useful, seemly to the Royal mind, 
may stand there instead H^nce these, building operations 
in the FriedrSfch Street "^and elsewhere, so exceedingly pushed 
forward.’ 

The number of scraggy waste plac^ss he swept cleaz*, first 
and last, and builtn^ tight hiimai dwellings \q>on, is" almost 
^ ^ Willielmina, '* 
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uncountable. ^ comimon gift^from him (as hi^ Son 
after him) to a man in favonr, was that of ^ :gew good 
" House^ — an excellent gift.| Or if the man is* himself ^le to 
buM, Majerty will |ielp Mnij incite him: ^Timber enough 
is iiwthe royal forests ; stone, lime aj;e im the royal quarries ; 
sSraggyj^yaste is abundant : why should any man, of the least 
indif^.ry private *^3apital, live in a bad housed’ By degrees, 
the pressure of his Majesty upon pi'ivate iqpn t(!f^buiid with 
encouragement became considerable, became excessive, irresis- 
tible ; and was much complained of, in these years now come. 
Old Colonel Derschau is the King's Agent, at Berlin, in this 
matter ; a hard stiff man ; squeezes men, all manner of niesi 
with the least capital, till they build. ^ 

Niissler, for example, --whom we once saw at Hanover, 
managing a certain ^contested Hei»itage for Friedrich Wil- 
helm ; adroit Niissler, though he has yet got no fixed appoint- 
ment, noi’^paj' except by the job, is urged to build ; — second 
year hence^ 1733, occurs the case of J{ii,ssler, and is (fopiously 
dwelt upon by Blischi^^g ^his biographer : ^ BuM yourself a ^ 
house in the Friedrichs Strasse ! ' urges Derschau. * But I 
have no pay, no capital ! pleads Niissler.—^*' Tush, your 
Father-m-law, abstruce Kanzier von Ludwig, in Halle Uni- 
versity, monster of Jaw-lcaming there, is not he a'^monster of 
hoarded moneys withal ? He will lend you, for his own and 
his Daughter's sake.^ Or shall his Majesty compel him ^ ’ 
urgd|i Derschau. And slowly, continually turns the screw ^ 
upon Nussl«s?’,^till he too raises for himself a'^firiii good house 
in th^ Friedrichs Stadt, — Friedrichs Strasse, or Street^ as they 
now call It, wdiich the Toiirij^t of these days knows. Sub- 
*^tantiaf clear ajshlar Street, miles or dialf-miles long ; straight 
as a line : — ^h'riedriph Wilhelnj:, fomid it scrag and quagmire ; 
^nd left it what the Tom-ist sees,«"by these *!iard methods. ^ 
Thus Herr Privy-Coiulcillor Kilnggnif too, Nlissler's next 
neighbour : he did not want to build ; far from it ; but was 
" 4>liged, on ^vofse^terms them Nussler* A^ou have such work, 

r 
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founding house ; — foj.' the Nussler-KIin|graf s}3o%^ was a 

fish-pool,, am ‘ carps were dtig up ! in founding ; — such piles, 
bouu^ platform' of ^Hd beams; ^^<,000 thalers gone befoi^e* 
the first stone is laid and, in fact, th^hoMse must bejjtiiit 
honestly, or it wdll be \^rse for the house and you. itCost 
me 12,000 thalers (1,800^.) in all, and is worth^urha]5s 
2,000 1 soiTcfwfully ejaculates Nussler, ufien the ,^6b is*^ver. 
Still wors^vith^ j\ivy-CounciIlor Kliiiggraf: his house, the * 
next to Nussl^'‘’s, is worth mere^ nothing to him when built ; 
a soapboiler offers him 800 thalers (120Z.) for it; and 
Nussler, to avoid suffocation, purchases it himself of Klinggiiif 
^ that sum. Derschau, 'with his slow screw-machinery, is very 
formidable; — and Blisching knows it for a fact, Hhat respectable 
Berlin persons used to run out of® the way Of Burgermeister 
Kdbh and him, when eithfsr of them tursed up on the streets V 
These things were lietrvy to bear. Truly, yes ; where is the 
liberty of private capital or Ifberty of almosf aijy kind, oit 
thos^ tift'ins ? Liberjy to annihilate rubbish and chaos, under 
j known conditions, you may have; feufenot the least liberty to 
keep them about you, though ne%%r so fond of doing it! 
What shall ^fe say ? NusaSier afid the Soapboiler do both live 
in houses more human than they once had, Berlin itself, and 
some other thii%s, did not spring from* Free-trade. Berlin 
City would, to this day, have been a Place of Scnihsm{^ the 
a mere appellative noun to that effect), had Free-tx'ade 
^always been the rule there, I am serry his Majesty ilms- 
gresses the limits ; — and we, my friends, if we^cra make oiif 
Chaos into Cosmos by firing Parliamentary eloquence into it, 
and bombarding it with BIue-®ooks, we will mucFi triumph 
^ver his Majesty, one day !~ 

Thus are th$ building T>pei'ations-exceedingly pushed forward; 
the Ear of Jenkins torn ofl> and Victor Amadeus locked in 
ward, while our Crown -Prince, in 'the eclipsed state, ''is 
inspected by a Sage^ in pipeclajq and Willielinma’’s wedding" 
is coming on. A 
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CHAPTER VI* ■ 

^ WIIiflELl^IINA’S WEDDJNG 

""Tites^y £0th.November 1731, Wilhelmina’s %vedding-day 
arrivl^, affr^r a briSeslnp of eight months ; ahd that young 
Lacly^s troublesome romancej more happily •l^ian Ifeight have 
been expected, did at last wind itself up. Man^pia'^s mireasom 
able humours continued, more or less; but these also must 
now end. Old wooers and outlooks, ^the four or three 
crowned heads,’ — ^they lie far over the horizon ; faded out ^ 
one’s very thoughts, ^all these. CSiai'l^s^xii., Peter n. are ^ 
dead ; Y^eissenfSs is not, but might as well be. Prince Fred, 
not yet wedded else%her«, is dpill^ French madrigals *111 
Leicester House ; tending towards the ^ West Wickham ’ set 
of Politicians,^ the Pitt-Lyttellon set ; stands iS with Father 
and Mothesr, and ,will not come to •much. Aiig^slf the 
Dilapidated-Strong is cfeep in Polish troubles, iif Anti-Kaiser # 
politics, in drinking-bouts ; — ^liis great-toe never mended, never 
will mend. Gone to the spectrSl statfe all these : h§re, blooming 
with lif#*in its cheeks, is the one practicjal Fact, ^ our good 
Hereditary Prince of Baireuth, — ^privately our fate all along ; 
—which we will welcome cheerfully; and be thankful to 
Heavep that we have not died in getting it decided for us !-»— 
W«edding was of gre^ft magnificence ; Berlin Palace and all « 
things and cfeaiures at their brightest : the Branswick-Beverns 
here, and other high Guests ; no end of pompous ceremonials, 
solemnities and splendours, — the very train of one’s gown was 
Hwelve yards long.’ Eschewing all* which, the reader shall* 
commodiously conceive it all, hy tw5 samples we have picked 
aut for him: one sample a Person, high Guest present; ^ 
one of an Apartment wBere the smblimities went on. 

*The JDuchess Bowagir of Sachsen-Meiningen, who has come 
^lonour us*dn»this occaHon, a very #large Lady, verging 
towards sixty f she is thg*petson. A Hving elderly Daughter 
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th^ &r^at Elector M»isglf ; h^jlf-dster to *the late •Kiiig^ 
%alf~aunt. to^Friedricli Wilhftlm; widow now of her third 

0 w IM 

husband : a singular^henomenon tfjlook upon^for aniomentj 
through' Wilhelminai satirical spectacles.^ O^e her lliree 
husbands, ^ Christian Ern|t of Baii^uth ’ (Margraf there, gfhile 
the present Line was but expectant), had been a of 

Welsh-TTncle tcP the Prince now Bridegrooin ; so th'lt sIk; has 
a double ri^hi; here. ^She had found the secret of 

totally ruming^Baireuth,'’ says '^ilhelmina ; ^Baireuth, and 
Courlaiid as well, where her first wedlock was ; ’ — perhaps 
Meiningen was done to her hand ? Here is the Portrait of 
‘ my Grand-Aunt ’ ; dashed-oif in very liigh colours, not by a 
flaflering pencil : ^ ^ 


^ it is said she was very fond pleasing, jn lie%youth ; one saw as much 
still by her affected mannei*S3 SI^ would have made an excellent actress, 
to play fantastic parts of that kind. Jier darning red co^intenance, her ^ 
shape, of such monstrous extent that she could hardly walk, gave her the 
air of atFeJhale Bacchus. ,^ie took care to expose |o view her* — a part 
of her person, large but no longer beaulifiA — *^?ind continually kept 
"patting it with her hands, to attract attention thither. Though sixty 
gone,*-— fifty in point of fact,~^she was trieked-out like a girl ; 
hair done in ribbon-locks {marronnh)^ all filled with gewgaws of rose- 
pink colour, which was^the prevailing tint in Her complexion,' and so 
loaded with coloured jevrels, you wnuid have takeniier for the rainbow'.’ ^ 


This charming old Lady, daughter of the Grosse Kia;^drd^ 
and so very fat and rubicund, had aasSon once : he tof? is 
mentionable in hfe way, — as a milestone (parish^mssestone) in'* 
the obscure Chronology of those parts. Her first Husband 
was the Duke of Courland ; to him she brought an Beir, who 
became Duke in his turn,?i^ — ^and was the final Duke, ^last of ; 
the ^ Kettler ’ or native Lfine of Dukes tlicn*e. The Kettlers 
had been Teut^li Rittex>i, Comma;sdants in Courland ; they » 
picked-up that Country, for^ their cmm bSioof, when the 
liitterdoin went down ; and this was the last of them. Hi 
married Anne of Russia with tte big chegk* ^Czar Peter's:; 

^ ^ WHhelmiim, i* 32^ ’ 
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Niecejiwilo is sifice become Czafina) ; and died sj^ortfy^ after, ^ 
twenty years ago ; with Wrs do«btless from the^oor rosepink* 
• Mother, far away in Baimith and childless- otherwis? ; and 
a],so«ti a seiwe t» tl^ soitow of Courlarp, which wa^ hereby 
left |;,acant, a prey to entoimrising n^ighboum. And on those 
t*erms ¥Svwas thaj Saxon MOTitz (our dissolute friend, who will 
be de Sa.fe one day) made his clutuli at Couiiand, 

backed by moneys of the French actress*^ ^nim^r of which 
still floats vaguely about. ^ Moritz might have succeeded, 
could he have done the first pai’t of the feat, fallen in love 
with swoln-checked Anne, Dowager there ; but hh could not ; 
could only pretend it: Courland thez-efoi-e (now that tiie 
Swoln-cheek is become Czarina) falls to one Bieren, a b'Brn 
Courlander, wlfb could.^-»-We hurry to* the ‘Grand Apart-* 
ment ’ in Berlin Schl«ss, »nd glance rapidly, with Wilhehwina 
(in an abi-idged form), how magnrheefit it is : 


Royal Apartment;, third door of the Palace at one mtist say^ 

fer things tjqiial it In the world. ^From Hm Outer Salooi? of Ante- 
chamber, called to (where the halberdier fiid valet people^ 

wait) ^ you pass through six grand rooms, into a saloon magnificently 
decorated : thence thx'ough two |riore, and so ii% what they call 
the Pict^re-Gallex^y, a room ninety feet long. All this is in a line/ 
Grand alPtliis ; hut still only common in compari^m, Frcyn the Picture- 
Gallery you turn (to light or left is not said, nor does it matter) into a 
suite «of Fourteen great rooms, each more splendid than the other : lustre 
from the ceiling of the first room, for example^ is of solid silver ; weigliB, 
in pounds avoirdupois I^know not what, but in silver coin ^l(f,000 
^cf^rns * : ceOings painted as by Correggio ; ^ wall-igirrors between eaeii 
pair of windowsfure twelve feet high, and their piers (trummim) are of 
massi^^e silver ; in front of each mirror, table can be laid for twelve ; ' 
twelve Serenities may dine there, ianked by their mirror, enjoying the 
^Gorregg^sities above, and the practical^ sublimities all round. ^And 


i Last Kettler, Aune**^ Husband, diftd (leaving only an old Uncle, fallen into 
Papistry and other futility, who, his death ^onie twentjf years after, had tc? 
reside abroad and b"e iiomii5al merely}^i7ii 5 Moritz’s attempt with Adrienne 
■feecoiivreur’s cash was, I72§,; Anne became Sovereign of all the Kussias (on her 
poor Cousin Peter ^n.’s death), 1730 ; Bieren {Birm as he tried to write himself, 
'hciHg of poor lMrth>5did not get flistvftlled till 173#; and had, he and Courland 
both, several tui&bles after that before getting^to stablg equilibrium. 
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yds is b|it if st of the Fourteen ; and you go on inc^jeasiug m ssiperb- 

i%ass^ till^ for^ex^Vnple, in the lastj^or supe dative Saloon^ yon find 
lu^re W(3ig}img 50^000 crowns ; the globe g : it big enough to hold a child 
of eight vears; and thet^ branches (ffut'rk'ms) of it/ 1 fox'get how many 
feet or fathoms in extent ) silver to the heat*/ Ni^^tlfe music-halcoify is 
of silver ; weaided fiddlei* lav^ his elbow, ki balustilides of that previous 
metah Seldom if ever was seen the like. In this superlative Sf?!Toii the^ 
Nuptial Benedictictfi was given. ^ * ,, *f 


Old King Friedrihh, the expensive Herr, it was he that did 
the furnisfiing and Correggio-painting of these sublime rooms : 
but this of ;bhe masses of wrought silver, this was done by 
Friedrich Wilhelm, — incited thereto by what he saw at 
Dresden in August the Strong's Establishment ; and reflecting, 
loo, that silver is sih?er^ whether you keep it baixels in a 
'Coined form, or work it into dmnSeliers, mirror-framts and 
music-balconies. — ^These Jhings we sSouldf not have mentioned, 
except to say^that the massiv^ silver did prgve^a hoards 
available,^ in after times, against a rainy day. Massive sih^er 
(well mixed with cop'per fii’st) was ^11 melbed down, stamped 
into current coins, native and foreigiT, and sent wandexiug 
over the world^ before a certain Prince got thx'ougli his Seven- 
Years Wars and other pinches that ai*e ahead ! — 

In fine, Wi]he|,imna’s Wedding was magnificent ;*thoagh 
one had rubs too; and Mamma was ratlier severe. ‘^Hair 
went all wi’ong, by dint of ovex'-di'essing ; and hung on one's 
fac^ like a boy’s. Crown-royal they had put (as indeed |vas 
proper) on one’s Jj,ead: hair was in twenty- four locks 
of your arm : such was the Queen’s order, ^own was of 
cIoth-o.f-silvei’, trimmed with Spanish gold-lace (avee point 
d'Ks^agne d'or) ; train twelve yards long one was^rlike to 
smk to the earth in such %uipment.’ Courage, my Princess ! ® 
— In fact, the ^ Wedding went'" beautifully'* off ; with dances 
and sublimities, slow solemn Torch-'danj^e to goncliide in * 
those unparalleled upper roon?s ; GraniAunt Meb ’ n^ 
many other stars and rainbows witnessing ; ^ 4 ^ar« 

gravine of Schwedt, hi her high^ colours ^lelledHo* 

^ ^ Wilhelmij^a, i. 3S1 1 Nkols^l, 


yoT.. TI, 
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Nieces wlio is sitce become Cmfina); and died dioitfy^ after, ^ 
twenty years ago ; wdtb Ibars doubtless from tlie^oor rosepink# 

* Mother, far away in BaiKuth and chiHIess" otherwisS ; and 
alsoJin a seme t» tlys sorrow of Comdaiy, which was* hereby 
left ^leant, a prey to eiiteuurising iK^ghbours. And on those 
t*erms "Kwas thaj Saxon Mmitz (our dissolute friend, who will 
be Jt^arkJi^l de Sa!te one day) made his cluttdi at Courland, 
backed by moneys of the French actress*^ ^ruma^r of which 
still floats vaguely about. ^ Moritz might have succeeded, 
could he have done the fii-st part of the feat, fallen in love 
with swoln-cheeked Anno, Dowager thei-e ; but hb could not ; 
could only pretend it: Courland therefore (now that the 
Swoln-cheek is become Czarina) falls to one Biereu, a btSfn 
Courlander, wH5 coiIld.^-*-We hurry to* the ‘Grand Apart-^ 
ment ’ in Berlin Schkss, %ud glance rapidly, with Wilhehaina 
(in an abridged form), how magniliceftt it is : 

# m ft • ^ 

Ho5*al Apartmentj third iloor of the Palace at Berlin^ one nnist say^ 
few tilings %qual it in the world. ^From Outer t: 5 aloojf of Ante** 
chamber^ called Balk des Bmk^s * (wliere the halberdier Itnd valet |>cople^ 
wait) ^ you pass through sk grand rooms^ into a sttioon magnificently 
decorated : thence through two pfiorcy and so inti? they call 
the Pici^re-Gailery^ a room ninety feet long. All this is in a line.' 
Grand alPthis ; but still only common in cosuparl|K»o. Frt||u the Picture- 
Gallery you turn (to light or left is not said^ nor does it matter) into a 
suite «Df Fourteen great rooms^ each more splendid than the other : lustre 
from the ceiling of the first room^ for example^ is of solid silver ; weighs^ 
in pounds avoirdupois I^^know not wliat^ but in silver coin ^l 3,000 
' : ceiliiigs painted as by Correggio ; ^ wall-errors between each 
pair of windoivsfftre twelve feet liighj cand their piers (irimieam) are of 
masske silver ; in front of each mirror^ table can be laid for twelve ^ ' 
twelve Serenities may d«ne there, tanked by their mirror, enjoying the 
^Correg^osities above, and the practical^ sublimities all round. "^And 

^ Last Kettler, Anne*b Husband, diftd (leaving only an old Uncle, fallen into 
Papistry and other futility, who, SI his death ^ome twentjf years after, had to* 
reside abroad an 4 be nomii?al merely}^i7n | Mentals attempt widi Adrienne 
feecouvreur^s cash was, 1726,1 Anne became Sovereign of all the Pussias (on her 

, poor C«usin Peter ,iL^s death), 1730 j Bieren (Bkau as he tried to write himself; 
%emg of poor l5rth>5dia not get llistalled till 17311 j and had, he and Courland 
both, several tumbles after that before gettinf5frto slablg equilibrium. 
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yds is blit th^ ^‘st of the Fourteen ; * and you go on iiic^easing In saperb- 
r^ss, tiilj for^escWipie^ in ‘the last^^or supc lative Saloon^ you find 
lustre wdigi&ng 50^000 cjpwns ; the globe f/ it big enough to hold a child ■ 
of eight ¥ears ; and the^^, branches (giuerkbus) of it/ I foi^’et how i^any 
feet or fatnoms in extent /' silver to the heajc-if N^j^tFe nmsic-balcoily is 
of silver ; wearied fiddle? lay^ his elbo^^/^n balusti%des of tluat pr^ioiis 
metaL Seldom if ever was seen the likel In this superlative Sf?%n the 
Nuptial Benediction was given. ^ ^ 

Old King Friedr^i^h, the expensive Herr, it was lie that did 
the fiirnisfiing and Correggio-painting of these sublime rooms : 
but this of ihe masses of wrought silver, this was done by 
Friedrich Wilhelm, — incited thereto by what he saw at 
Dresden in August the Strong’s Establishment ; and reflebting, 
ioo, that silver is sih?er^ whether you keep it yi barrels in a 
'Coined form, or work it into chandeliers, mirrox’-framts and 
music-balconies. — These |;hii>gs we sfiould" not have mentioned, 
except to say^that the massivg silver did pryve^a hoards 
available,^ in after times, against a rainy day* Massive silver 
(well mixed ^yith copper first) was ^11 melted dowxi, stamped 
into current coins, native and foreigip, and sent wandering 
over the wcndd^ before a certain Prince got through his Seven- 
Years Wars and other pinches that ai’e ahead ! — 

In fine, Wilheh^na’s Wedding was magnificent ;* though 
one had rubs too; and Mamma was rather severe. ^Hair 
went all wrong, by dint of over-dressing ; and hung on hue’s 
facd' like a boy’s. Crown-royal they had put (as indeed jv^as 
proper) on one’s Jigad: hair was in twenty-four locks 
of your arm : such was the Queen’s ordei'. <Gown was of 
cloth-of-silver, trimmed with Spanish gold-lace (avec yni pomt 
d'E.f^agme iffor) ; train twelve jwds long ; — one was^like to 
Sink to the earth in such equipment/ Courage, my Princess ! 

^ — In fact, the^ Wedding went^ beautifully^ off; with dances 
and sublimities, slow solemn Torch-'dance to gonclude with- in* 
those unparalleled upper roonrs; Grand-Aunt ' an^ 
many other stars and rainbows witnessing: 
gravine of Schwedt, In her high* colo’- ^j|5elle€l4-a^ 

^ ^ Wiiheimba, L 381 ; Nicolifi, " 
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be there.' Such variegated .splendour, such a dg*icing .of th§, 
Constellations; sublunaiif Berlin, and ail the w^r}d,.on tiptotf , 
^ round it ! Slow Torch-oiinco, winding i* up*, melted into the 
shades of KiidisighJ, icr this time; aAd there wal silence 
in Berlin. ' ’i . * 

B |t, on^ tlie following iiiglitSj there were •Balls of a Ie>ss 
solemn character ; far pleasanter for danchij^ pm^^oses. It is 
to tliescj to one of these, th^t we direct the attention of all 
readers. Friday 28d, there was again Ball and Royal Evening 
Party — ^ Grand Apartment" so-calied. Immense Ball, ^seven 
hundred couples, ail people of condition " : there were ^ F«ir 
Quadrilles,’ or dancing places in tke big sea of quaiity-figines; 
each at its dhe distance in the grand suite of rooms ^ 
Willielmina presides in Qiadrille JShimhr Onc*^ place assigned 
her was in the room called Picfiire-Gallery ; Queen and all 
'“'the Prinfipiriitios were witK Willielmina, ste is to lead-oif 
their quadrille, aiicl take charge of Which sIieMiA, with 
her accustomed fire elasticity ; — and was*eircling there^ 

on the light faiitaBtic toe, time six in the evening, ivhen 
Grumkow, ivhom she had dimning for hisHbargain aboiit 
FriedriC^h the day before, came up : 


^ CEOWN-PRJNCE EETRIE¥ED |^O0K 


‘ I Jiked dancing*/ says she, ^ and was taking advantage of my dianccs. 
Oramkow came up, and interrupted me in the middle of a minuet : 
moj^Eieiiy MadmneJ*' said Grumkow, ^^you seem to have got hit bf the 
^ jw,‘4ittula I Don't you see those strangers 'who have just come in?” J 
stopt short f*' an^ looking all round, I noticed at lasft young man dressed 
in whom I did not know. Go, then, embrace the Prince-Royal ; 
there he if? before you 1 J' said Grui|dcow. All the blood in my body went 
^topsy-twvy for joy, “O Heaven, my Brother? '' cried I : But I don't 
*^h'ee him ; where is he? In God's name^^et me see him 1” GriimkdV 
led me to the young i??an in gray. <£!oming near, I recognised him, though 
^ udth difficulty : he had grown amazingly stouter (prodigfktmmeni 
shortened about *the neck ^Ins face tpio had much changed, «aiid -u^as no 
!hnger so beautiful as it tad been, i sprang upon him w'ifch open arms 
* J^mutphau mu) 1 1 was in sxxeh ?^state, I eouid speak nothing but broken 
ex<^amatiom ; iwC5)t, I laughed, like one delirious. In my life I 
have never felf^so lively a j;Qy, * 
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^ ^ Tii^ first Aae stop was to thigow my^eif tlie feet of tlie King*: King 

l^gaid^ Are yon\jontent witli me? ♦ You sf. ) I liave kept my word I I 
t%ik mf Brother by th^hand ; and entreated the King to restore him ^ 
his irienislTiip. This sc%ie was so touchi’%/tt drew Jears^from th^ eyes 
of everybody. I then Approached the/^jueen^^She was obliged to 
embrace ine^ the King being %lose opp<^'!^ce ; but I remarked tha^F^r joy 
w^ only affected/ — Why theiij O Princess? Guqss^ if you^’^can, the 

female humours of her Majesty 1 — . * m 

* I turned -’""0 my Brother again; I gave him a thousand caresses^ and 
said the tenderest things to him : to all which he remained cold as ice^ 

' and answered or/y in monosyllablesT I presented the Prince, (my 
Hushand) ; to jrhom he did not say one word. I was astonished at this 
fashion of procedure 1 But I laid the hkme of it on the King^ who was 
ol^erving us^ and who 1 judged might be intimidating my Brother. But 
e>eii his countenance surprisedj^ie ; he wore a proud air^ and seemed to 
#Iook down on everybody' ^ ^ 

A much-changed Crown-Prince. What can be the meaning of it? 
Neifiior King nor he appeardS a(t supper"^ they were supping elsewhere^ 
with a select circle ; and tfie whisper ran among us, His ^Majesty "was 
treating him witkgreat friendliness. At which the Queen, contrary tef 
hope, jfouW not conceal her secret pique. ^ In fact/ says JYilhelmina, 
again too hard oji she did not love her children except as they 

''served her ambitious views.' The fact that it was I, and not slie, %vho 
had achieved the Prince's deliverance, was painful to her Majesty : alas, 
yes, in some degi’ee ! 

^Ball having recommenced, Grumkow whispered to me, ‘^^^That the 
King was pleased my frank kind rrays to my Brother ; and not 
pleased with my Brother's cold way of returning it ; Does he simulate, and 
mean still to deceive me ? Or is that all the thanks he has for Wiihe^nina ? 
thhiks his Majesty, Go on with your sincerity. Madam ; and for, God’s 
sake admonish the Ci'own* Prince to avoid f^iessing ! Crown-Pjfi nce, 
when I did, in som-Muteiwal of the dance, report this of G«sun?^ow,'*Sia^ 
say. Why so changed and cold, then. Brother of my ?ieart? answered, 
That he was still the same 5 and that he had his reasons what he 
did.' Wilhelmina continues ; and cahnot understand her Crown-Prince 
at air: 7 ^ 

*'Next morning, by the King^s orde^*, he paid nie 4 i visit. The Prince,’ 
'-my Husband, ^ wat^ polite enough to withdraw’, and left me and Sonsfeld., 
alone with him. He gave me a recital of his m^fortunfs ; I communicated , 
mine to him,' — and how I had at liDt bargained to get Him 
my compliance. ^ He appeared much discountenanced ^ 
my narrative. He return*, d thanks for ^le obligatio?|^f^-^., * 

— wdth some caressings^ which evidently did not proceed 



404 /CROWN-PEINCE RETRIEVED feobK vni. 

^ e ^ ^ ‘i jl* 173X 

To break tliis coi>iwsation,yie sjarted sgsme iiidiffereut twa; and, iiiidesg 
pretence of seeing mf ApaiiJ’ient^ mt-ved into tiie next nvBm^ where tM ,, 
Prince 1117 Husband was. lie ran over wlpi lik eps fronf beaiWto 

foot|fGr some^time ; tbeiiiv^^ft^r some eonstramAl civilities to Mm, went 
Ms -vVay/ "^FHat to np!ik6 oi^;|ll tliis ? ^Madaai Sonsfeld shrugged her 
^hou^m's ; ’ no ena of Mad.'^i SoiisfeM.’s astonishment at such/»a 
Crown-Prince. 

Alas, yes, poor Wilhelniiiia ; a Ciwyi-Pri^e got into 
terrible cognisance of facts Mnce we last niei^liim !* Perhaps 
already sees, not only what a Height of place is cut-ont for 
him in this%vorld, bnt also in a dim way what a solitude, of 
soul, if he will maintain his height? Top of the frof^n 
Schreckhorn; — ^Iiave you well c(Sisic1/5red such a position! 
And even the way tfiither is dangerous, is terrible in this cas8ip» 
Be not too hard upen ycrur Crowif^Prince, For it is ceftaiii . 
he loves you to the last t . ^ 

Captaili Dickens, wdio alone of all the Excfilencies was not 
at the Wedding,jr— and never had believed it wotik? be a 
wedding, but only a Funfour to bring Englamf round, — dulyii 
chronicles this happy reappearance of the Prince-Rojal : about 
six, yesterday evening, as tlfe coifipany was daficing, — ^to the 
great ^s>y and siirj^rise , of the whole <^ourt ; and adds ; 

^ This morning the Prince came to the piililic Parade ; where 
crowds of people of all ranks flocked to see his Royal tiigh- 
ness,^and gave the most open demonstrations of pleasure,^ I 
^ W ilhelmina. these ftoisy tumults, not all of them delightful 
once done^geis out of the perplexed Iiurlybimly, home towards 
still ^Baireuth, shortly after Newyear.® Berlin was become 
as odious to me as it had once been dear. I flattered myself 
''that, renouncing grandeurs, I mightf lead a soft and tranqml 
life in my new H«ie, and begin a**1iappier year than the one 
that had just ended.’’ Rferama wa^still pervSrse ; but on the* 

, edge of departure WiHielmina #^ontrived to get a word of her 
father, and privatelj open her heart to him. Poor Father, 

" raafter all that come ami^gone : # 

^ De^jpatch, 24th Nov, 173V* ® Jan.t[73i (Wiih elm inaj ii 2). 





CHAP^VjU tv SLH EL MINA’S WEDDING 406 

jjQtbFebliyM \ ^ ^ 

^ disg%rse p|oduced its effect; Iie| melted i^to tears, c^uld not 

answer me fo??i sobs*; lie expTaiiied Sis Aongbits by Ms embracings of 
^le. Ma6:iiig an at lengthy he sai i : I am in despair’ that I di^ 
not kimw thee. The} |liad told me sncV Hrribie talesj I hated 4hee as 
much aJ I now love thA- If I had ad(|»\issed ^ylelf direct to ^hee^ I 
ii^hould have escaped mtloli tj'ouble^ and'^diou tooT^ But theyhin^red me 
rtom spea-king ; said thou wert ili~naturecl as the Devil, and w<? "ildst dnve 
me to extremitiei^ I wanted to avoid. Thy Moidxer, by her intriguings, 
is ill part cause of^he misfortunes of the famil}^ ; I have been deceived 
and duped oh everp^ide. But my hands are 'tied ; and though my heart 
is torn ift piece,|, I must leave tli^e iniquities unpunished ! " — The 
(Queen's intciitions were always good, urged Wilhelmina. Let'* us not 

enter into thlit detail,* aiis\rered he : ^ wdiat is past is past ; I will try to 

J ^rget it ; * and assured Wilhelmina that she was the dearest to him of the 
saaiiy, and that he would dg great things for her still, — only part of 
which came to effect i^ t^e sequel. ^ I am too sad heart to take leave 
» of you,* concluded he : ^ embrace your ^Husband on my part ^ I am so 
^^UWi-come that 1 must not sees him.’ ^ And so-sthey rolled away. 


'I . ' I. 

'Crown-Prince ^,;as back tcT Ciistrin againj many weeks 
lefote*^ Back to ; but under totally changed omens ; 

his historyj ttfter that first emergano^ in Wilhelmina’s dance^ 
^ SSd November about six p.m.,’ and appearance at Parade on 
the morrow ^Saturday nioHiing)^ had been as follows. Monday^ 
November S 6 thf there was again grand. Ball, and the Prince 
there^ ^^20^ in gr£^\his time. Next day, the Old Dessauer and 
all the higher Officers in Berlin petitioned, Let us h%ve him 
tl^ Army again, your Majesty I ’ Majesty consented : and 
so, Friday SOtli, there was grand pinner at Seckejidorfs, 
Crown-Prince* there, in soldier'^s uniform again ; 
pardoned youth. His uniform is of the Soltz: Regiment, 
Infantry: Goltz Regiment, which lies, at Ruppiili, — at and 
* about, in that moory Gpuntry to the Northeast, seine thirty 
or forty miles from Be^lAi whither his destination now is. 
Crown-Priilce had to^resume h^ Kammer %vork at Custriu, 


and see the Buildings at Ccy;2:ig, for a three^n^onths longer, till 

some arrangements in the Regiment G^lt^ were perfected, §tnd 

finishing improveme^^ts given to^it. But ^^on^the last^day^f 

* 

^ Wilhdmina, ii? 4 ; who datej nth January fy32. 
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^ ^ A*/*# # / i'agtlfFeb. 1732 

February (291^5 kap-^year)? M4Ro;^iIigfeness’s-i 

Commission to be Colonei Comifiandant of said Hegin^nt^ 
^made^ out ; and he pr<;^e^S 5 in dischar^ cff the same,, to 
Riippin, whei% Ms men And so p\fts-ofF the pile-gray 
coat5«4md pnts-on^ie niiit^jry blue*one^ 5 ^ — ^never to quit^ 
again, turned out. 

Ri>ipin -^s a little ^Town, in that nqythwcst Fehrbellin 
region : Regiment Goltz had kin in detached quarters 
hitherto ; but is now to lie at Riippin, the fii’gt Battalion of 
it there, and the rest within reach. Here, in Ruppin itself, 
or ultimately at Reinsberg in the neighbourhood, was Fried- 
ricMs abode, for the next eight years. Habitual iresiden^\ 
with transient excursions, chiefly to ^erljin^in Carnwal time^ or 
on other great "occasions, 'and always strictly on leave ; Ms - 
employment being that of Colonel^df ^Foot, a thing requiiSg’"' 
continual vigiknce and industry in that f^ountry. Leas . of 
all to be neglected, in any point, by one v his Circumstances. 
He did his military- duties to a perfectie*i satiskctory^evSn to 
Papa ; and achieved on own score many oth^* duties and 
improvements, for which Papa had less value. These eight 
years, it is always understood, %ere’^among the mSst important 
of his life to him* 

^ Preuss, L 69. 
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